
BY BRIAN BAKST
Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Minnesota
Rep. Michele Bachmann, an outspo-
ken Republican with close ties to
the tea party, announced Monday
that she is running for president, a
candidacy that could further shake
up a volatile fight for the GOP nomi-
nation.

The first woman to enter the
2012 race, Bachmann announced
her bid during a Republican presi-
dential debate in New Hampshire.
The third-term Minnesota congress-
woman has been leaning heavily to-
ward a run over the past few
months, visiting early primary
states, raising money and railing
against President Barack Obama.

“Our country needs a leader
who understands the hardships
that people across America have

been facing over
the past few years,
and who will do
what it takes to
renew the Ameri-
can dream. We
must become a
strong and proud
America again, and
I see clearly a bet-
ter path to a
brighter future,”

Bachmann said in a statement is-
sued through her new campaign.

She brings high energy, charisma
and proven fundraising ability to
the Republican race to nominate a
challenger to Obama. She also is
known for unyielding stances, biting
commentary and high-profile gaffes. 

Bachmann is attempting the rare
leap from the U.S. House to the
presidency.

Despite having low seniority and

few policy accomplishments, she
has risen to prominence in Washing-
ton in part by her frequent televi-
sion appearances and willingness to
attack Obama in sharp terms.

Her popularity with tea party ac-
tivists and her credentials as a so-
cial conservative make her a
credible threat to other candidates
courting conservatives who make
up the core of the Republican Party.
Her impact may be felt most in
Iowa, the first stop in the nomina-
tion battle where Christian evangeli-
cals dominate.

While she hasn’t built the broad
campaign infrastructure of some
GOP rivals, she has gradually
patched together a blend of tested
and fresh-but-determined advisers.
She’s also shown an ability to raise
money from a network of small-dol-
lar donors, including $13.5 million
she put toward the nation’s most

expensive House race of 2010.
Bachmann spent the bulk of her

political career in Minnesota and
Washington as a minority party
member, reveling in her role as a
fierce voice of the opposition. She
didn’t let up when Republicans
gained control of the U.S. House last
fall, enhancing her standing through
public breaks with party leaders
after she was denied a place in cau-
cus leadership.

The camera-friendly congress-
woman has irked some party lead-
ers by grabbing at the spotlight,
such as the alternate televised re-
sponse she delivered to Obama’s

State of the Union speech this win-
ter.

Her willingness to speak her
mind — she once accused Obama
of running a “gangster government”
— has brought her both loyal fans
and plenty of critics.

Since first hinting at a presiden-
tial campaign ahead of an Iowa
speech in January, she has made
sustained trips there and to New
Hampshire and South Carolina, all
places with an outsized voice in the
nominating process. She previously
told reporters she would announce
her intentions this month in her
birthplace of Waterloo, Iowa.
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Residents Warned To
Stay Out Of Homes

PIERRE (AP) — State officials
are discouraging displaced Pierre
and Fort Pierre residents from re-
occupying their homes and busi-
nesses just yet.

Officials say many residents in
areas where levees have protected
property from the rising Missouri
River are asking if they can return
home. They’re encouraging resi-
dents to consider their safety first
and to remain out of their homes at
this time.

Pierre Mayor Laurie Gill says
the river flooding is a situation the
city has faced, and officials con-
tinue to believe that areas where
evacuations were encouraged re-
main unsafe.

Potential risks include failure of
the levee system, a significant rain
event or a sewage backup.

Lincoln Man Gets
Probation In Case

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A 67-
year-old Lincoln man has been
given five years of probation for So-
cial Security fraud.

A news release from the office
of U.S. Attorney Deborah Gilg says
Stanley Tryon was sentenced on
Friday.

Tryon was indicted in June last
year for theft of Social Security
Supplemental Security Income and
for lying to the agency about his eli-
gibility.

According to Gilg’s office, in No-
vember 2008 Tryon said in a state-
ment that he owned no resources
that would affect his eligibility. But
at the time, Tryon owned real es-
tate in Goehner that would have
made him ineligible for the supple-
mental income from Social Secu-
rity.

Tryon was ordered to pay resti-
tution of nearly $54,600.

Plan Devised For
Road To New Casino

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — A task
force has approved a plan for fu-
ture use of land along S.D. High-
way 42 between Sioux Falls and
the new Grand Falls Casino Resort
across the Iowa border near Larch-
wood.

The Argus Leader reports that
the Red Rock Corridor Task Force
plan suggests more commercial,
single-family housing and light in-
dustrial land uses in the heavily
agricultural area.

Minnehaha County Planner
Dustin Powers says the task force
next month will discuss develop-
ment standards such as require-
ments for billboards. Then the plan
will go to the county planning com-
mission and then to the county
commission, which could include it
in the county’s comprehensive
plan.

Such plans are used as guide-
lines in rezoning requests.

N.D. Has 1st Measles
Case In 24 Years

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — North
Dakota has its first confirmed case
of the measles in nearly a quarter
century.

State Health Department offi-
cials say in a statement Monday
that the case is in a Cass County
man who is in his 50s. They say he
was not vaccinated and mostly
likely caught the virus on an airline
flight. He was not in North Dakota
while contagious.

The last case of the measles in
North Dakota was in 1987.

In South Dakota, the Mitchell
Daily Republic says state health of-
ficials are reporting a case of
measles in an adult from out of
state who visited at least Penning-
ton and Fall River counties in May.
South Dakota hasn’t had a reported
case of measles in 14 years.

Missing S.D. Inmate
Is Being Sought

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — South
Dakota authorities are searching
for an inmate who walked away
from the minimum-security unit at
the State Penitentiary in Sioux
Falls.

Thirty-seven-year-old Tony
Ivory went missing Monday morn-
ing. He is black, 6 feet tall and
about 300 pounds, with black hair
and brown eyes.

Ivory is serving a six-year-sen-
tence on a drug conviction out of
Brown County.

Wild Card 2 Winning
Ticket Sold In R.C

PIERRE (AP) — A lottery ticket
worth $5,000 in Saturday’s Wild Card
2 drawing was sold in Rapid City.

South Dakota Lottery officials
say the ticket matched all five white
ball numbers of 8, 13, 16, 19 and
23 but missed the Wild Card of the
Jack of Hearts to win the game’s
second prize. The odds of winning
are one in about 90,600.

Wild Card 2 is played in the
Dakotas, Montana and Idaho. The
jackpot for Wednesday’s drawing
sits at $105,000.

Lincoln Robbers
Leave Victim Naked

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Lincoln
police say three men robbed a man
and left him naked.

Lincoln television station
KOLN/KGIN  is reporting that the
three pulled the man into a vehicle
early Sunday morning.

He told police he felt a gun bar-
rel pressed against the back of his
head. He says he was ordered to
give the robbers everything with
him, including his clothes.

He did, and police say he soon
was forced out of the vehicle
naked.

The three men were wearing
black masks.

Bachmann Enters Presidential Race

Bachmann

PIERRE — The South Dakota
Department of Revenue is encour-
aging businesses affected by the
Missouri River flooding to contact
the Department regarding their
situation.

“We realize that affected busi-
nesses may have difficulties com-
pleting their regular tax filing and
payment remittance,” said Busi-
ness Tax Director Jan Talley. “We
want to do everything we can to
assist these retailers.”

Business owners relocating
themselves or their business,

even on a temporary basis, or
closing their operation are also
encouraged to get in touch with
the Department to provide up-to-
date contact information.

“We want to make sure our
contact information is as accurate
as possible to ensure that we can
provide the necessary support
and service to our taxpayers,”
continued Talley.

Tax licensees who have lost
records because of the flood can
contact the Department of Rev-
enue for copies of past returns or

other records we may have on
file. The Department will try to ac-
commodate these requests as
quickly as possible.

Affected businesses can contact
the Department of Revenue by call-
ing our toll-free hotline at 800-829-
9188.

S.D. Businesses Affected By Flood Waters
Encouraged To Contact Revenue Dept.
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