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Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — The Ne-
braska Public Power District is-
sued a flooding alert Sunday for
its nuclear power plant in south-
east Nebraska as the Missouri
River continues to rise.

Mark Becker, a spokesman for
the Columbus-based utility, said
the “notification of unusual
event” sent to the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission was expected
as the river swells above record
levels. The declaration is the
least serious of four emergency
notifications established by the
federal commission.

“We knew the river was going
to rise for some time,” Becker
said. “It was just a matter of
when.”

The plant was operating Sun-
day at full capacity, and there
was no threat to plant employees

or to the public, he said.
The notification was issued

about 4 a.m. Sunday, when the
river reached 42.5 feet, or 899
feet above sea level, at the
Cooper Nuclear Station near
Brownville. Cooper is at 903 feet
elevation, and NPPD officials said
the river would have to climb to
902 feet at Brownville before offi-
cials would shut down the plant. 

Becker said the river is ex-
pected to crest there at a little
over 900 feet. At such a level, offi-
cials would need to barricade in-
ternal doorways at the plant to
protect equipment.

The plant has been preparing
for the flooding since May 30.
More than 5,000 tons of sand
have been brought in to con-
struct barricades around it and
access roads, according to NPPD.
Becker said workers will con-
tinue to monitor the flood pro-
tection to ensure it’s holding up

against the swollen river.
“It seems to be doing pretty

well,” he said.
The corps said Sunday that

the river level at Brownville had
surged about 2 feet from Satur-
day morning to Sunday morning
and continued to rise. Col. Bob
Ruch attributed that to heavy
rain on the Nishnabotna River,
which flows into the Missouri
River, and to some erosion along
a levee upstream at Hamburg,
Iowa, that created a water pulse.

Water was flowing over a
levee near Brownville and into
farmland but the levee was being
built up to alleviate that, said
Jodi Fawl, spokeswoman for the
Nebraska Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. 

Nemaha County emergency
manager Renee Critser said that
as workers were building up one
section of the levee Sunday to al-
leviate the overtopping between

Brownville and Nemaha, water
would flow over in another spot.
Workers continued Sunday after-
noon to add sandbags along the
levee to keep the water at bay.

“It’s nothing major,” Critser
said.

The Cooper Nuclear Station is
one of two plants along the Mis-
souri River in eastern Nebraska.
The Fort Calhoun Station, oper-
ated by the Omaha Public Power
District, is about 20 miles north
of Omaha. It issued a similar
alert June 6.

The river has risen at least 1.5
feet higher than Fort Calhoun’s
1,004-foot elevation above sea
level. The plant can handle water
up to 1,014 feet, according to
OPPD. The water is being held
back by a series of protective
barriers, including an 8-foot rub-
ber wall outside the reactor
building. 

Flooding remains a concern

all along the river because of the
massive amounts of water re-
leased by the Army Corps of En-
gineers from upstream
reservoirs. The river is expected
to rise as much as 5 to 7 feet
above flood stage in much of Ne-
braska and Iowa and as much as
10 feet over flood stage in parts
of Missouri. 

The corps expects the river to
remain high at least into August
because of heavy spring rains in
the upper Plains and substantial
Rocky Mountain snowpack melt-
ing into the river basin. 
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2 Teens Accused Of
Assaulting 5-Year-Old  

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Two
teenage boys are accused of sex-
ually assaulting a 5-year-old girl
in a Douglas County park and
filming the incident.

The Douglas County sheriff’s
office told KETV-TV that two 13-
year-olds made the girl undress
and perform sexual acts Tues-
day afternoon in the park. The
office says they made a video of
the assault.

The boys were arrested on
suspicion of first-degree sexual
assault and spent a night in a de-
tention center. They’ve since
been released to their parents.

Their case is in juvenile
court, and their names have not
been released.

Calls to the sheriff’s office
rang unanswered Saturday, and
a message left for an official
there wasn’t immediately re-
turned.

Daugaard Chides
Corps For Releases

PIERRE (AP) — South Dakota
Gov. Dennis Daugaard says he’s
disappointed about plans to in-
crease water releases from the
Oahe Dam Saturday and Sunday.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers announced late Friday
that continued rainfall upstream
has sent extra water into the
Missouri River and said it has no
choice but to increase the flows.
Corps officials say they believe
the levees below Oahe can han-
dle the extra water.

Daugaard says he’s worried
about the effect the change will
have on private levees that were
built to certain levels based on
information provided by the
corps. 

The governor says he be-
lieves the corps should plan for
high rainfall and avoid increas-
ing water releases. He says he
has assembled a team to investi-
gate management decisions by
the agency that contributed to
the flood.

S.D. AG Warns Of
Phishing Scams

PIERRE (AP) — Attorney Gen-
eral Marty Jackley is reminding
consumers to be cautious of an
identity theft scam known as
phishing.

Jackley says hackers in a re-
cent data security breach ob-
tained credit account numbers,
names and contact information
such as email addresses. Social
Security numbers, birth dates,
card expiration dates and the
three-digit codes were compro-
mised.

He advises residents to avoid
supplying personal information
in an email request.

Even though hackers might
not initially gain all the informa-
tion they need to access con-
sumer funds, they might have
enough contact information to
elicit more information through
targeted attacks.

He says always enter Web
URLs manually and do not fol-
low a link to a secure site from
an email..

Man Pleads Guilty
To False Tax Return

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — A Sisse-
ton man has pleaded guilty in
federal court to filing a false in-
come tax return.

Authorities say Edward Red
Owl failed to report more than
$90,000 of income that would
have resulted in taxes of more
than $20,000.

Red Owl faces a maximum
penalty of three years in prison
and a $250,000 fine.

Sentencing is set for Oct. 17.

Tourists Hurt During
Simulated Shootout

HILL CITY (AP) — Three
tourists visiting South Dakota
were hurt Friday night as they
watched a simulated Old West
shootout that has been a long-
time charity event in Hill City.

The Pennington County Sher-
iff’s Office identified the injured
Saturday as Jose Pruneda, 52, of
Alliance, Neb., Carrol Knutson, 65,
of Birchwood, Minn., and John
Ellis, 48, of South Connellsville,
Penn.

Their injuries were described
as non-life threatening. All were
taken to a Rapid City hospital for
treatment.

Police said they confiscated
weapons and interviewed wit-
nesses at the scene, but no fur-
ther details have been made
available. Authorities are asking
for help from people who may
have video footage of the event.

“We’re trying to sort it out and
put together what happened out
there,” Lt. Marty Graves told The
Associated Press on Saturday.

Brenda Nolting, president of
the Hill City Area Chamber of
Commerce, told the Rapid City
Journal the event should be
stopped. 

“This is a horrible thing,” she
said Friday. “We’re sick about it.
I’m sick for the families. This is
just a shock for everybody who’s
here.”
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