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BOISE, Idaho — In an office
deep inside Baghdad’s interna-
tional zone, Staff Sgt. Keith Mil-
lar of Caldwell likes to look over
pictures of his wife and two
small children.

It’s a way of ministering to
himself, of staying connected to
what is waiting for him at home.
Then it’s back to work, helping
minister to a diverse group of
soldiers and civilians at Forward
Operating Base Prosperity.

Though he is not ordained,
Millar, 39, is a chaplain’s assis-
tant. He protects the chaplain
whenever they are out and
about. He facilitates whatever
programs the chaplain is run-
ning. He runs the huge marble
chapel, which was converted
from one of Saddam Hussein’s
large pool houses.

“I make sure that people can
get their religious needs met in
any way I can,” Millar said. “A
lot of my job is checking on the
morale of the soldiers on the
(base).” Millar is one of about
2,700 soldiers from Idaho, Ore-
gon and Montana in Iraq for a
year with the 116th Cavalry
Brigade Combat Team based out
of Boise’s Gowen Field. The sol-
diers left Idaho in September
and are expected to return this
summer.

Back at home, Millar works
full time for the Idaho National
Guard, but not as chaplain. Still,
Millar said he is a religious man.
He and his wife belong to a
small Anglican church in Boise.

“In some ways this is not a

stretch,” Millar said. “I do have a
degree in ministry, but I haven’t
worked that in a long time.” Mil-
lar said his friendship with an
Iraqi national named Malik, who
works at the laundry drop-off on
the base, has left the biggest im-
pression on him.

The two men talk about their
sons, parenting, their home and
religious lives.

“We talk about bragging on
our kids and how he is raising
them and trying to figure out the
similarities and differences,”
Millar said. “There is a lot more
similarities in the way we think
than differences. That’s the cool
thing.” a multicultural base Mil-
lar and the chaplain have pro-
vided services for people from
Sierra Leone and Uganda and for
adherents of religions from

Christianity to Hinduism. Expo-
sure to different faiths has
strengthened his own, Millar
said.

“Having a chance to be able
to worship the way you want to
worship, it affects your morale,
it takes time from their every-
day life to do what they would
at home,” Millar said. “Here on
the (base) we are able to do
something that reminds them of
back home.” When the 116th
trained at Camp Shelby last year
before heading to Iraq, it was a
tense time. One soldier was
struggling with financial issues
and leadership, Millar said.

“He was just very over-
whelmed,” Millar said. “We
helped him as we could and
said, ‘This is what you need to
do.’” Though the soldier seemed

to want to fight the spiritual and
practical advice from the chap-
lains, eventually he relented.

About a month into Iraq, Mil-
lar came across the man.

“He was all smiles and said
his life was going so much bet-
ter,” Millar said. “That makes it
important when you stop and
talk to people that actually need
someone.”

Forward Operating Base
Prosperity essentially runs like a
large city. While some of it feels
foreign — like the climate and
architecture — the rest just
feels like a normal urban area,
Millar said. That includes the
standard American (and Mexi-
can) fare in the base’s cafeteria.

Reminders of home, like the
green rice cereal treats his wife,
Robyn, sent for St. Patrick’s Day,
are a respite.

Still, when he goes home to
Caldwell, he plans on taking a bit
of Iraqi culture with him.

“They move a bit slower than
what we do in Idaho and Amer-
ica,” Millar said. “That’s some-
thing I’m going to try. They stop
and have tea a little more often
and make personal connections.”

Robyn, 36, is working to grow
her own Mary Kay makeup busi-
ness and to reassure her children
that their dad is OK.

“We just talk a lot about it. We
send care packages and color
pictures and things like that,”
Robyn Millar said. “At the very
beginning I had to really just re-
assure my 10-year-old that Daddy
was in a safe place.” And Millar
has a message for his family in
Caldwell.

“I’ll be home soon,” he said.
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Special  Camp for Youth Affected by Flooding
SIOUX FALLS — Lutherans Outdoors in South Dakota, in partnership

with the South Dakota Synod of the ELCA and Lutheran Social Services
of South Dakota is offering a special week of camp, Fort Courage for
Flood Survivors July 31–Aug. 5 at Atlantic Mountain Ranch. This week is
open to youth having completed grades 5-10 who have been affected by
the 2011 flooding in South Dakota. 

Fort Courage for Flood Survivors will be held at Atlantic Mountain
Ranch, a camp of Lutherans Outdoors, near Custer, SD. Cost for this
special week of camp is simply what you are able to afford ($50, $100,
nothing, etc.). Lutherans Outdoors is accepting donations to help cover
operating costs for this week.

Flooding is a major issue facing many South Dakotans right now.
“One way that we can help is to reach out to our young people and
show them God’s hope and presence in the midst of chaos” says Rev.
Layne Nelson, Executive Director of Lutherans Outdoors. “We are truly
blessed to have the support and resources of SD Synod of the ELCA and
Lutheran Social Services of SD working with us to make this special
week possible.”

Fort Courage for Flood Survivors is designed to help young people
who have been impacted by disaster cope with stressors and process
their experience. Counselors trained in Disaster Response will be on-
site providing consultation. In addition, camp staff will lead youth in
programmatic activities such as horseback riding, hiking, outdoor cook-
ing, games, challenge course, Bible Study, and much more. 

“We want our young people to know that in the midst of all this dev-
astation they are not alone. This is an opportunity to come to camp and
just be kids, while finding joy in community with others and talking
openly about the issues they are facing”, says Rev. Molly Sasser-
Goehner, Director of Atlantic Mountain Ranch and Outlaw Ranch.

For more information on this special week of camp visit
www.LOSD.org and click on the Fort Courage for Flood Survivor’s link. 

To register call 800-888-1464 or look for the link at www.LOSD.org 

Glad Tidings Bible Camp Gears Up For Season
CROFTON, Neb. — Glad Tidings Bible Camp is gearing up for another

fascinating season. You are the missing piece in our puzzle. Pictures, reg-
istration, medical release and rate information are available at our web-
site: gladtidingsbiblecamp.org. You may call for rates and other
information at 402-373-4433 or 402-373-2797.
The camp is located 7 miles west of Crofton, NE. on Hwy 12 and 2 miles
north on 544 Ave. From Bloomfield, Neb. take 543 Ave north 9 miles to
Hwy 12, go 1 mile east on Hwy 12 then 2 miles north on 544 Ave.

• Middle School Camp — June 27-July 2: Grades 7-8
• Junior II Camp — July 11-16: Grades 5-6
• Junior I  Camp — July 18-23: Grades 3-4
• Wilderness Camp — July 25-31: Grades 7-12 (full week-goes to the

Black Hills and Even's Plunge)
• Fall Youth Retreat — September 9-11: Grades 7-12 (Begins 8 p.m. Fri-

day and Ends 12:30 p.m. Sunday)

Big Apple Adventure VBS Starts Next Week
Grab a cab and get ready for fun around every corner - it’s time for

“Big Apple Adventure”!  Join us at Vacation Bible School at Calvary Bap-
tist Church, June 26–30 from 7-9 p.m.  As kids explore the big city, they’ll
learn how to step out in faith and connect with Jesus--sharing the mes-
sage of Christ with their world!

Enjoy upbeat songs, exciting games, fun crafts, and tasty snacks, too!
Each evening at 8:40 p.m., parents are invited to join the kids at the Wor-
ship Rally closing program.  On Thursday night, Worship Rally will feature
a slide show of the week’s activities so don’t miss the fun!  

Children ages 3-6th Grade are welcome to attend.  To register, please
call 665-5594.

Get ready! Get Set! BIKE for Life 2011!
It is time to start training as Saturday, Sept. 10 is the official date for

the annual Lutherans For Life Bike for Life. Leaving from Armour at 7 a.m.
If you would like to participate contact Rev. Nabil Nour at Redeemer
Lutheran Church, P. O. Box, 158, Armour, SD 57313-0158, For more infor-
mation call (605) 724-2489, (605) 724-2722 or email — redeemarmour@uni-
telsd.com.

Chaplain Assistant Helps Soldiers Of All Faiths

Clayton Lutheran Planning 125th Anniversary
St Peter's Missouri Lutheran Church of Clayton, SD is planning to cele-

bration it's 125th Anniversary on Aug. 14, 2011. The celebration will start
with a morning worship service with a meal to follow.  More information
will follow in this paper when details are finalized.  Please plan on joining
us for this special event.

Choir Of The American Prairie To Present Concert
The 40-voice choir, directed by Jennifer Powell, will be rehearsing this

weekend in Yankton in preparation for their upcoming European tour.
They will render several selections during worship service on Sunday at
the United Church of Christ (Congregational), 5th & Walnut, at 10:00 a.m.
The choir will be touring Europe July 21-30, and sing concerts in Salzburg,
Melk and Vienna, Austria, and also in Krakow, Poland.   The choir tour is
the second organized by Vi Ranney of Yankton.  Ranney is a tour designer
and escort for Rupiper Travel in Yankton. The choir will present its home
concert on Sunday afternoon, July 10th at 2:00 p.m.  at the church.  Mark
your calendar now and plan to attend.  

Women of Faith Conference 2011 Dates Set
Women of Faith is a faith-based women's organization encouraging

women of all ages and stages in life to grow in faith and spiritual maturity
through a relationship with Jesus Christ and an understanding of God’s
love and grace. A motor coach bus will be leaving the parking lot of Cal-
vary Baptist Church (2407 Broadway) at 6:30 a.m. Friday, Aug. 12 and re-
turning around 8:30 PM on Saturday, Aug. 13th to transport anyone who
would like to have an OVER THE TOP experience with us!!  All accommo-
dations were secured last December, so you will be very pleased with
your stay.  The package deal covers your ticket to the conference, motel,
bus ride, 2 noon lunches at the conference, and Friday night’s supper.
The speakers this year are Patsy Clairmont, Marilyn Meberg, Sandi Patty,
Lisa Whelchel, Andy Andrews, and Nicole Johnson.  Musical guests are
Amy Grant, Mandisa, and Selah.  

Call Diane Meyer at 605-660-7004 for cost details and any other ques-
tions you might have.  Share this information with ladies in your churches
and put the date on your calendar.
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Staff Sgt. Keith Millar, right, and his wife Robyn Millar, of Caldwell,

visit the spot where they become engaged to be married more than

15 years ago at the Boise Depot garden terrace. Staff Sgt. Millar, home

on leave visiting family, serves as a chaplain with Idaho's 116th Cav-

alry Brigade Combat Team at Camp Victory in Baghdad, Iraq. 


