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Big Insurers Will Keep Parts Health Care Law

By The Associated Press

Some of the nation’s biggest health insurers will keep some popular
parts of President Barack Obama’s health care overhaul even if the law
fails to survive Supreme Court scrutiny later this month.

UnitedHealth Group, Humana and Aetna all said Monday that they
will continue to cover preventive care such as immunizations and
screenings without requiring patients to pay a set fee called a co-pay-
ment.

They also said they’d still cover adult children up to age 26 through
their parents’ insurance plans. Additionally, they all pledged to con-
tinue to offer a simple process for patients who want to appeal when
their health insurance claims have been denied.

WellPoint, the nation’s second largest insurer behind UnitedHealth,
said it will announce its plans after the Supreme Court’s ruling. The
company runs Blue Cross Blue Shield plans in several states.

The announcements come after insurers initially fought to block
passage of the overhaul, which aims to provide coverage for millions
of uninsured people. Challenges from states and other groups opposed
to the law, which was passed in 2010, made their way to the Supreme
Court. Justices are expected to rule later this month on whether to up-
hold the law or strike down parts or all of it.

Mubarak’s Fading Health Adds To Tumult

CAIRO (AP) — Hosni Mubarak’s health worsened
Monday, with doctors twice having to use a defibrilla-
tor on the imprisoned former leader, adding to the tu-
mult in Egypt before this weekend’s runoff election for
president.

Mubarak, 84, was slipping in and out of conscious-
ness, was suffering from high blood pressure and
breathing difficulties, and was in a deep depression,
according to security officials at Torah prison where
he is serving a life sentence. Doctors there could not
find a pulse twice, and used the defibrillator, they said.

The deposed leader, who was being given liquids
intravenously, also lost consciousness several times Sunday.

His health crisis came at time of political anxiety in Egypt, with a
former prime minister from the Mubarak regime facing an Islamist in a
showdown at the ballot box on June 16-17.

“He is causing everyone a headache,” said Ahmed Badawi, a liberal
activist who participated in last year’s Arab Spring uprising that
ousted Mubarak. “There are daily rumors that he died and where he is
held is also a thorny issue. He is definitely feeding the nervousness we
are all living in these days.”

Mubarak

Police: Commerce Secretary Suffered Seizure

SAN GABRIEL, Calif. (AP) — A succession of small
fender benders over the weekend raises questions
about whether U.S. Commerce Secretary John Bryson
has a medical or legal problem — or both.

The bizarre series of events happened Saturday af-
ternoon when Bryson hit a car stopped for a train —
twice — then rammed into another vehicle a few min-
utes later. He was found unconscious in his car, and
government officials said Monday he had a seizure,
which could play a role in whether he’s charged with
felony hit-and-run.

It wasn’t clear whether the medical episode pre-
ceded or followed the collisions, but Bryson hasn't suffered a seizure
before, said a department official who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the secretary’s medical history.

Bryson has a “limited recall of the events,” the official said.

The crashes drew attention because of health concerns involving a
member of the U.S. Cabinet, as well as the challenge investigators face
when trying to determine if someone should be held criminally respon-
sible because of adverse health.

Bryson

Colorado, New Mexico Fires Out Of Control

BELLVUE, Colo. (AP) — Massive wildfires in drought-parched Col-
orado and New Mexico tested the resources of state and federal crews
Monday and underscored the need to replenish an aging U.S. aerial
firefighting fleet needed to combat a year-round fire season.

Wyoming diverted personnel and aircraft from two fires there to
help with a 60-square-mile wildfire in northern Colorado. Canada also
loaned two aerial bombers to fight the Colorado blaze following the re-
cent crash of a U.S. tanker in Utah. And an elite federal firefighting
crew arrived to try to begin containing a fire that destroyed at least
118 structures.

All told, about 600 firefighters will be battling the fire some 15 miles
west of Fort Collins by Tuesday, said incident commander Bill Hahnen-
berg. “We are a very high priority nationally. We can get all the re-
sources we want and need,” he said.

The U.S. Forest Service said late Monday it would add more aircraft
to its aerial firefighting fleet, contracting one air tanker from the state
of Alaska and four from Canada. Two more air tankers were being acti-
vated in California.

The announcement came after Colorado’s U.S. House congressional
delegation demanded that the agency deploy more resources to the
fire, which was zero percent contained and forced hundreds of people
to abandon their homes. The Larimer County Sheriff’s Office said it
confirmed one person died in the fire — but did not say whether the
victim was a person previously reported missing.

Some In Mass. Seek Fine For Public Profanity

MIDDLEBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) — Officials fed up with public swear-
ing in one town say that forcing the potty-mouthed to pay up might be
the right antidote.

Residents attending town meeting in Middleborough on Monday
night were scheduled to vote on whether to impose a $20 fine for pub-
lic swearing. Officials insist the proposal, offered by the town’s police
chief, is not intended to censor casual or private conversations, but in-
stead crack down on loud, profanity-laden language used by teens and
other young people in the downtown area and public parks.

“They’ll sit on the bench and yell back and forth to each other with
the foulest language. It’s just so inappropriate,” said Mimi Duphily, a
store owner and former town selectwoman.

Duphily, who runs an auto parts store, is among the downtown
merchants who think it’s time to take a stand against the kind of
swearing that can make customers uncomfortable.

KKK Group Wants To Adopt Georgia Highway

ATLANTA (AP) — A Ku Klux Klan group is trying to join Georgia’s
“Adopt-A-Highway” program to clean up litter on a mile-long stretch of
road, creating a quandary for state officials hesitant to acknowledge a
group with a violent, racist past on a roadside sign.

The International Keystone Knights of the KKK applied last month
to adopt part of Route 515 in the Appalachian Mountains. The Georgia
Department of Transportation is meeting with lawyers from the state
Attorney General’s Office on Monday to decide how to proceed.

The program enlists volunteers from groups and companies to pick
up trash. Each group that volunteers is named on a sign along the road
it adopts.

April Chambers, the KKK group’s secretary, said she applied for the
program to keep the scenic highway beautiful, not for publicity.

“I'live in the mountains and [ want to keep them beautiful,” Cham-
bers said, adding that tourists frequently litter along the road as they
pass through. “We didn'’t intend on this being big. I don’t know why
anybody’s offended by it.”
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Florida

Voter Purge Headed To Court

BY GARY FINEOUT
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The administration
of Florida Gov. Rick Scott is headed to a legal
showdown with two different federal agencies
over a contentious voter purge.

Florida filed a lawsuit in a federal court in
Washington D.C., demanding that the state be
given the right to check the names of its regis-
tered voters against an immigration database
maintained by the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security.

The lawsuit came the same day that the U.S.
Department of Justice announced its plan to ask
a federal court to block the state from pushing
ahead with removing potential non-U.S. citizens
from the voter rolls. Authorities contend that
the state’s effort violates federal voting laws.

“Please immediately cease this unlawful

Penn State Scandal

conduct,” wrote Assistant Attorney General
Thomas Perez to Florida Secretary of State
Ken Detzner.

But Scott himself went on national televi-
sion to defend the purge and the need to sue
the federal government.

“I'have a job to do to defend the right of le-
gitimate voters,” Scott told Neil Cavuto of Fox
News. “We want to have fair honest elections
in our state and so we have been put in the po-
sition we have to sue the federal government
to get this information.”

This latest action follows a lawsuit filed last
week against the purge by a Hispanic civic or-
ganization and two naturalized citizens that
was backed by the American Civil Liberties
Union of Florida.

The litigation is unlikely to have much a
practical effect since nearly every county su-

pervisor in Florida had already suspended ef-
forts to remove any of the potential non-U.S. cit-
izens identified by the state.

But the legal skirmish is already becoming a
flashpoint between Republicans and Democrats
in this crucial swing state. Scott himself blasted
the federal government over the voter purge
during a tea party event held over the weekend.

It was Scott who last year urged state elec-
tions officials to start looking for non-U.S. citi-
zens on the voter rolls. An initial comparison of
driver’s license records with voter registration
records turned up as many as 182,000 regis-
tered voters who may not be U.S. citizens.

But state officials did not release that list
and instead sought access to a federal immigra-
tion database to verify the matches. That re-
quest so far has been turned down by
Homeland Security.

Trial Opens With Graphic Testimony

BY GENARO C. ARMAS
Associated Press

BELLEFONTE, Pa. — Jerry Sandusky’s trial in
the Penn State scandal opened in graphic fash-
ion Monday with the first witness testifying that
the retired coach molested him in the locker-
room showers and in hotels while trying to en-
sure his silence with gifts and trips to bowl
games.

The man, now 28 and dubbed Victim 4 in
court papers, left nothing to the imagination as
he told the jury about the abuse he said he en-
dured for five years beginning when he was a
teenager in the late 1990s.

“I've denied it forever,” he testified, looking
straight at the prosecutor as Sandusky sat mo-
tionless nearby.

Sandusky, 68, faces 52 counts that he sexu-
ally abused 10 boys over 15 years. The former
assistant football coach has denied the allega-
tions. His arrest last year shamed the university
and led to the ouster of beloved Hall of Fame
coach Joe Paterno and Penn State’s president.

In opening statements, prosecutor Joseph
McGettigan IIl told the jury that Sandusky was a
“predatory pedophile” who methodically used
his youth charity, The Second Mile, to zero in
on fatherless children or those with unstable
home lives, plied them with gifts and took ad-
vantage of them sexually.

Sandusky lawyer Joe Amendola countered
that the case is flimsy and that some of the ac-
cusers apparently intend to sue and have a fi-
nancial stake in the case — a preview of the
battle to come as the defense tries to under-
mine the credibility of the young men upon
whom the case rests.

Until Monday, none of them had testified
publicly, and their identities were shielded. The
Associated Press typically doesn’t identify peo-
ple who say they are victims of sex crimes.

Victim 4 spoke calmly and firmly under
questioning by the prosecutor and acknowl-
edged he had at first lied to police and even his
own attorney about the alleged abuse.

“I don’t even want to be involved now, to be
honest,” he said.

In the car, Sandusky “would put his hand on
my leg, basically like [ was his girlfriend. ... It
freaked me out extremely bad,” the man said,
extending his arm and pushing it back and
forth. “I pushed it away. ... After a little while, it
would come right back. That drove me nuts.”

The man said he met Sandusky through The
Second Mile and that they began showering to-
gether in 1997. What began as “soap battles”
quickly progressed to oral sex and other con-
tact, the accuser said, adding that he was 90 or
100 pounds and powerless to resist the ad-
vances of the much larger man.

According to the witness, Sandusky tried as-
saulting him in a hotel bathroom before a bowl
banquet in Texas and threatened to send him
home when he resisted, warning: “You don’t
want to go back, do you?” Sandusky stopped
only when his wife, Dottie, called out from an-
other room, the witness said.

Over the years, the witness said, he never
told Sandusky to stop.

“It was never talked about, ever,” the man

Penn State scandal

Jerry Sandusky, a former Penn State University assistant football
coach, faces 52 criminal counts he sexually abused 10 boys from
1994-2009, with at least 20 of the incidents taking place while he
was employed at Penn State.
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said. “It was basically like whatever happened
there never really happened.”

A self-described college football fan, the man
said he enjoyed the access to Penn State foot-
ball games and facilities. The man said San-
dusky let him wear the No. 11 uniform of LaVar
Arrington.

The man testified that Sandusky also took
him on trips to bowl games, including the Out-
back and the Alamo. He gave the boy golf clubs,
snowboards, drum sets and various Penn State
memorabilia, including a watch from the Or-
ange Bowl, the man testified. He said he would
wear gift jerseys to school.

The witness said Sandusky occasionally sent
him “creepy love letters.”

One letter, shown on a video screen in court,
was handwritten on Penn State letterhead and
signed “Jerry.” It read: “I know that [ have made
my share of mistakes. However [ hope that [ will

be able to say that I cared. There has been love
in my heart.”

Eventually, as the man got older and ac-
quired a girlfriend, he became “basically sick of
what was happening to me” and distanced him-
self from Sandusky. They had not spoken since
2002 when, in 2010, he took his girlfriend and 3-
year-old son to visit the Sanduskys in what he
said was an attempt to convince his girlfriend
her suspicions about Sandusky were not true.

He said that “backfired” when Sandusky
gave him a lot of attention and tried to rub his
shoulders.

Under cross-examination by Amendola, the
man expressed regret for not coming forward
earlier, saying: “I feel if I just said something
back then ... I feel responsible for what hap-
pened to other victims.” He said he had spent
years “burying this in the back of my head.”

U.S. Accuses Syria Of New Tactics, Fears Massacre

BEIRUT (AP) — The United States accused
the Syrian government of using “new horrific
tactics” Monday, as U.N. observers reported
Syrian helicopters were firing on rebellious
areas and concerns mounted that civilians were
trapped in besieged cities.

Violence in Syria has spiked in recent weeks,
as both sides ignore an internationally brokered
cease-fire that was supposed to go into effect
April 12 but never took hold.

State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nu-
land expressed concern about reports the
regime “may be organizing another massacre”
in Latakia province, where U.N. monitors have
been impeded.
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Speaking to reporters in Washington, Nuland
warned, “People will be held accountable.”

Activists reported more than 50 people
killed across Syria on Monday, with clashes be-
tween military forces and rebel fighters in
Homs, Idlib and Latakia provinces. The death
toll and the online videos were impossible to in-
dependently verify.

According to videos posted online, fireballs
of orange flame and black rubble exploded in
the air as waves of shells pounded residential
buildings in the central city of Homs Monday.
The sounds of shells whooshed through the sky
amid sporadic machine gun fire.

Syrian soldiers chased down and killed
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rebels who set fire to one of their tanks in a
farming area close to the Orontes river in the
Idlib province, said Rami Abdul-Rahman of the
Britain-based activist group Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights, which uses a network of
sources on the ground.

The attack killed seven soldiers and a civil-
ian, he said. There was no confirmation from
state media.

Another three men and two women were
killed while trying to flee, Abdul-Rahman said.

In the nearby village of Laj, another 11 slain
men lay in a room, their names scrawled on pa-
pers tucked into their clothes, according to am-
ateur video.
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