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Islamist Candidate Claims Win In Election

BY HAMZA HENDAWI
Associated Press

CAIRO — Islamist candidate Mohammed
Morsi declared victory Monday in Egypt’s
first free presidential election since Hosni
Mubarak’s ouster 16 months ago. But just
as polls were closing, the ruling military
council issued constitutional amendments
that gave sweeping authority to maintain its
grip on power and subordinate the nominal
head of state.

After the last-minute power grab Sunday
night, the ruling Supreme Council of the
Armed Forces (SCAF) pledged Monday to
honor its promise to hand over power to
the newly elected president by the end of
this month. But the constitutional amend-
ments stripped the president of almost all
significant powers. The military decreed
that it will have legislative authority after a
court dissolved parliament, it will control of
the drafting a new constitution and will not
allow civilian oversight of its significant
economic interests or other affairs.

Morsi represents the Muslim Brother-
hood, an Islamic fundamentalist group
which has emerged as the most powerful
political faction since the uprising. The
Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party
rejected the constitutional declaration, say-
ing it was no longer within the authority of
the military council to issue such a decree
with less than two weeks left for the trans-
fer of power.

In Washington, Pentagon spokesman
George Little urged the ruling military to
transfer full power to a democratically
elected civilian government, as it pledged
to do in the past.

“We are deeply concerned about the
new amendments to the constitutional dec-
laration, including the timing of their an-

nouncement as polls were closing for the
presidential election,” said Little.

The constitutional declaration made al-
most simultaneously with polls Sunday
night was the third major blow in a week to
hopes for a democratic transition that
arose from the uprising. On Wednesday, the
military gave itself broad powers to arrest
civilians even on minor offenses such as
traffic violations. And on Thursday, a court
stacked with Mubarak-era appointees dis-
solved parliament.

Using its legislative authority, the mili-
tary council issued another decree made
public on Monday forming a new national
defense council made up of 11 senior mili-
tary commanders, including the defense
minister, as well as the president. Though
the council’s mandate was not specified, it
appears to be another step to limit the role
of the president and enshrine the role of the
military as the highest authority over na-
tional security policy.

The Freedom and Justice party also re-
jected the dissolution of parliament.

“The People’s Assembly stands and has
legislative and oversight authority,” the
party said in a statement posted on its web-
site.

Maj. Gen. Mohammed al-Assar, a senior
member of the ruling council, said the gen-
erals would transfer power in a “grand cere-
mony.” He did not give an exact date or
mention Morsi by name. He said the new
president will have the authority to appoint
and dismiss the government and that the
military council has no intention of taking
away any of the president’s authorities.

“We’ll never tire or be bored from assur-
ing everyone that we will hand over power
before the end of June,” al-Assar told a tele-
vised news conference.

Though official results have not yet been
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Egyptians in Cairo’s Tahrir Square celebrate Monday the apparent victory of the Muslim
Brotherhood’s candidate, Mohammed Morsi, in the nation’s first-ever openly contested

presidential election.

announced, the Brotherhood released a
tally that showed Morsi of the Muslim
Brotherhood took nearly 52 percent of the
vote to defeat Mubarak’s last Prime Minis-
ter Ahmed Shafiq with about 48 percent in a
very close race. The count was based on re-
sults announced by election officials at indi-
vidual polling centers, where each
campaign has representatives who compile
and release the numbers before the formal
announcement.

The Shafiq campaign rejected Morsi’s
claim of victory and accused him to trying
to “usurp” the presidency or lay the
groundwork to challenge the official result
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if it shows Shafiq winning.

“What the other candidate has done
threatens Egypt’s future and stability,” said
the statement, adding that initial indica-
tions show that Shafiq is undoubtedly
ahead with between 51.5 to 52 percent.

If Morsi’s victory is confirmed in the offi-
cial result expected on Thursday, it would
be the first victory of an Islamist as head of
state in the stunning wave of pro-democ-
racy uprisings that swept the Middle East
the past year. But the military’s last minute
power grab sharpens the possibility of con-
frontation and more of the turmoil that has
beset Egypt since Mubarak’s overthrow.
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But the fountain will have a pur-
pose beyond being pleasing to the
eye.

“The city currently puts chemi-
cals in the pond to keep the algae
under control,” said KYB President
Tom Nelson. “A floating fountain
helps with the algae, slime and
sludge build-up of a stagnant
pond.”

According to KYB, a floating
fountain can help facilitate the nat-
ural breakdown of decaying vege-
tation, inhibit mosquito breeding,
prevent surface and bottom
growth, keep water clean and pro-
mote a healthy environment for
fish.

“It has all these tremendous ben-
efits just from moving water and
aerating the pond,” Perakslis said.

Nelson said the fountain will
shoot water approximately 20 feet
in the air and have a 20-foot diame-
ter.

“It was carefully picked with the
wind experienced in this area in
mind so it won’t be blowing all over
the place when it gets windy,” Per-
akslis added.

KYB hopes to be able to move
forward with the project soon.

“It could easily be done this year
if we have the funding for it,” Nelson
said.

To contact KYB, call (605) 689-
1600, or email info@keepyankton-
beautiful.org.

You can follow Nathan Johnson
on Twitter at twitter.com/Aninland-
Voyage
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Enjoy an appetizer or fresh salad:
Heirloom Tomato Crostini ¢ Fresh Berry Salad
Grilled Peaches & Watercress Salad
Choose a sandwich or seasonal entree:

Strawberry Turkey Melt * Market Grilled Cheese
Maui Fish Tacos ¢ Chicken Balsamico
Lemongrass Salmon

And don't forget dessert, Grilled Angel Food Cake!
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