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Analysis: Arizona Ruling Hurts Romney’s Bid

WASHINGTON (AP) — Mitt Romney wants to improve his trou-
bled standing among Hispanic voters while saying as little as possi-
ble about immigration. Events keep working against him.

The Supreme Court’s ruling Monday on Arizona’s immigration
law, coming 10 days after President Barack Obama’s announcement
that allows some illegal immigrants to stay in the country, is the lat-
est instance. Romney’s cautious comments on the court decision un-
derscored his discomfort with a topic that squeezes him between
conflicting goals.

He needs to fire up his conservative base, where anti-immigration
sentiments run strong. But Romney also needs to reduce Obama’s
sizeable advantage among Hispanic voters.

Immigration is certainly not the only issue that matters to Hispan-
ics, and Romney is trying to appeal to them by focusing on the econ-
omy. That’s their No. 1 issue, as it is with other voter groups. But
many Hispanics resent what they see as racial and social overtones
in some Republicans’ denunciations of people who crossed the Mexi-
can border illegally.

If the Nov. 6 contest is as close as many expect, Hispanics could
make the difference in swing states such as Nevada, Colorado,
Florida, North Carolina and Virginia.

Officials: Norwegian Man May Attack West

STOCKHOLM (AP) — A Norwegian man has received terrorist
training from al-Qaida’s offshoot in Yemen and is awaiting orders to
carry out an attack on the West, officials from three European secu-
rity agencies told The Associated Press on Monday.

Western intelligence officials have long feared such a scenario
— a convert to Islam who is trained in terrorist methods and can
blend in easily in Europe and the United States, traveling without
visa restrictions.

Officials from three European security agencies confirmed Mon-
day the man is “operational,” meaning he has completed his train-
ing and is about to receive a target. All spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the case
publicly. They declined to name the man, who has not been ac-
cused of a crime.

“We believe he is operational and he is probably about to get his
target,” one security official said. “And that target is probably in
the West.”

A security official in a second European country confirmed the
information, adding: “From what I understand, a specific target has
not been established.”

Syrian Soldiers Defect To Turkey

BEIRUT (AP) — The regime of Syrian President Bashar Assad
suffered an embarrassing string of high-ranking defections, with
dozens of soldiers, including senior officers, reported to have fled
to neighboring Turkey, officials said Monday.

The crisis also deepened in the region when Turkey’s deputy
prime minister said Syrian forces opened fire on a second Turkish
plane that was searching for the wreckage of a jet shot down last
week by Damascus.

Turkey said it would push NATO to consider Syria’s downing of
the Turkish jet as an attack on the whole military alliance, and
NATO’s governing body is to meet Tuesday to discuss the incident.
It’s unlikely, however, that the alliance will take armed action
against Syria.

Since the Syrian uprising began last year, thousands of soldiers,
most of them low-level conscripts, have deserted and joined the
rebels. High-level defections appear to be increasing.

According to a Turkish Foreign Ministry official, a brigadier-gen-
eral defected to Turkey in recent days. If confirmed, it would be
one of the highest-level defections. Gen. Mostafa Ahmad al-Sheik,
who fled to Turkey in January, was the highest-ranking officer to
bolt at the time.

Final Beam Lifed At World Trade Center Site

NEW YORK (AP) — A final steel beam was lifted Monday atop a
new World Trade Center skyscraper — the first expected to open
at the site next year since the twin towers were decimated on 9/11.

With BeBe Winans singing “God Bless America,” workers raised
their hardhats in tribute as the mammoth beam rose slowly into
the Manhattan sky, swaying from a steel rope hoisted by a crane.

A US. flag attached to the bottom of the beam fluttered above
several hundred spectators at the topping-off ceremony.

“Ten years later, it’s pretty remarkable,” said a teary-eyed Sally
léexach, a nurse who aids workers constructing 4 World Trade

enter.

She was at ground zero just after Sept. 11, 2001, supporting
workers who combed through the smoking debris in search of
human remains.

Mandatry Life Without Parole For Kids Banned

BY JESSE J. HOLLAND
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court on
Monday threw out mandatory life in prison
without parole for juveniles. The ruling con-
tinued its trend of holding that children can-
not be automatically punished the same way
as criminal adults without considering their
age and other factors.

The 5-4 decision split along ideological
lines: The court’s four liberals and swing vote
Justice Anthony Kennedy joined to order
states and the federal government to allow
judges and juries to consider a juvenile’s age
when they hand down sentences for some of
the harshest crimes, instead of making life in
prison without parole automatic.

By making youth “irrelevant to imposition
of that harshest prison sentence, such a
scheme poses too great a risk of dispropor-
tionate punishment,” wrote Justice Elena
Kagan, who was joined in the majority opin-
ion by Kennedy and Justices Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer and Sonia
Sotomayor.

Monday’s decision left open the possibil-
ity that individual judges could sentence ju-
veniles to life without parole in individual
cases of murder, but said state and federal
laws cannot automatically impose such a
sentence.

This decision is in line with others the
court has made, including ruling out the
death penalty for juveniles and life without
parole for young people whose crimes did
not involve killing.

Dissenting, the court’s four conservatives
said nothing in the Constitution forbids laws
requiring mandatory life in prison without pa-
role for juveniles. Chief Justice John Roberts
was joined in the main dissent by Justices An-
tonin Scalia, Clarence Thomas and Samuel
Alito. Alito also wrote separately and read his
dissent aloud in the courtroom.

Under the majority opinion, Alito said,
“Even a 17 1/2-year-old who sets off a bomb

in crowded mall or guns down
a dozen students and teach-
ers is a ‘child’ and must be
given a chance to persuade a
judge to permit his release
into society. Nothing in the
Constitution supports this ar-
rogation of legislative author-
ity.”

Twenty-six states and the
federal government have
made life in prison without parole mandatory
for some types of murder and allowed it to be
applied to 14-year-olds, court papers said. In
addition, Louisiana has some mandatory life
without parole sentences for 15-year-olds,
and Texas has some for 17-year-olds.

The decision came in the robbery and
murder cases of Evan Miller and Kuntrell
Jackson, who were 14 when they were con-
victed and sentenced to life without parole.

Jackson was sentenced in Arkansas after
the shooting death of a store clerk during an
attempted robbery in 1999. Another boy shot
the clerk, but because Jackson was present
he was convicted of capital murder and ag-
gravated robbery.

Using his case, Breyer and Sotomayor said
in a separate opinion they would have gone
even further than just getting rid of laws re-
quiring mandatory life in prison without pa-
role for juveniles like Jackson. “There is no
basis for imposing a sentence of life without
parole upon a juvenile who did not himself
kill or intend to kill,” Breyer said in a separate
opinion.

Miller was convicted in Alabama of capital
murder during the course of arson. A neigh-
bor, while doing drugs and drinking with
Miller and a 16-year-old boy, attacked Miller.
Intoxicated, Miller and his friend beat the 52-
year-old man and set fire to his home, killing
him.

Monday’s high court ruling “is an impor-
tant win for children,” said Bryan Stevenson,
executive director of the Equal Justice Initia-
tive, who represented Jackson and Miller.

Alito

“The court took a significant step forward by
recognizing the fundamental unfairness of
mandatory death-in-prison sentences that
don't allow sentencers to consider the
unique status of children and their potential
for change. The court has recognized that
children need additional attention and pro-
tection in the criminal justice system.”

Alabama Attorney General Luther Strange
expressed disappointment with the decision.
“It is rare that a juvenile commits the worst
kind of murder. But when this happens, the Al-
abama Legislature and most other American
legislatures have determined that the appro-
priate sentence is life without parole. And they
have made that sentence mandatory. Thus, it
is hard to understand the Court’s ruling that
this sentencing procedure is ‘unusual’ for the
purposes of the Eighth Amendment,” he said.

The court’s ruling was based on the Consti-
tution’s Eighth Amendment prohibition
against cruel and unusual punishment.

Strange said he didn’t expect the ruling to
be applied retroactively to others whose sen-
tences are already final. And while Miller will
get another sentencing hearing, “the prosecu-
tion will have a compelling argument that he
should receive a life-without-parole sentence,”
he said.

In Arkansas, prosecutor Scott Ellington said
he expected the state Supreme Court to notify
prosecutors, lawyers for Jackson and any oth-
ers affected by the ruling to tell them what
happens next. “The speculation is that those
cases that are affected in this case will have to
have a new sentencing hearing,” Ellington said.

According to data provided to the court,
roughly 2,500 people are behind bars for life
with no chance of winning their freedom for
murders they committed before their 18th
birthday. More than 2,000 of them were there
because the sentence was mandated by a
legislature.

Advocates say 79 of them are in prison for
crimes that took place when they were 14 or
younger.

The cases were Miller v. Alabama, 10-9646
and Jackson v. Hobbs, 10-9647.

Experts Say 32-Pound Mo. Girl Faces Long Recovery

BY MARIA SUDEKUM
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A se-
verely malnourished 10-year-old
Kansas City girl who was found
locked in a closet remained hos-
pitalized Monday and likely faces
an extended recovery after an
initial “failure to thrive” diagno-
sis, experts said.

“The next few months of her
life are going to be pretty critical
to her recovery,” said Ann
Thomas, vice president of pro-
gram administration for The Chil-
dren’s Place, a Kansas City
nonprofit that treats young chil-
dren who have experienced
trauma.

Police found the 32-pound girl
Friday after responding to a call
from a child abuse hotline. She
was taken to Children’s Mercy
Hospital on Friday and remained
there Monday, said Mike Mansur,
spokesman for the Jackson
County prosecutor’s office. He
said the child’s condition hasn'’t
been released.
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The child’s 29-year-old
mother appeared in Jackson
County court Monday. She was
shackled at the wrists and qui-
etly listened as a judge read the
felony charges against her — as-
sault, child abuse and endanger-
ment. The judge also entered a
not guilty plea for the woman,
who was ordered held on
$200,000 cash bond. She re-
quested a public defender for her
next court appearance, sched-
uled for July 12.

The Associated Press is not
naming the mother to protect the

child’s identity.

A probable cause statement
police filed Saturday when the
mother was charged said she
told police she didn't let the girl
leave the house because the
child is malnourished and she
would “get in trouble if someone
saw her.”

The child weighed 26 pounds
in January 2006, the police state-
ment said.

Dr. Doug Carlson, professor of
pediatrics at Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis and director of
hospital medicine at St. Louis

Children’s Hospital, said doctors
are likely checking the child for
various ailments, such as intes-
tinal problems, that could have
contributed to the “failure to
thrive” diagnosis, which was in
the probable cause statement.

He said, however, that a five-
pound gain for a child was much
too little, and a parent should
have sought medical attention.

“There’s no question that
based on this child’s size that a
reasonable parent would have
sought medical care,” Carlson
said.
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