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Nebraska Governor Signs Wind-Energy Bill

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman has signed a
wind-energy bill that he opposes to prevent the city of Omaha from in-
creasing its local option sales tax.

The Republican governor approved the measure on Tuesday.
The bill is designed to stimulate wind-energy production in Ne-

braska by offering sales tax breaks to companies that invest at least
$20 million in a renewable energy project. Heineman opposed the
measure as a tax giveaway to out-of-state companies, but he supported
another part of the bill that will rescind Omaha’s ability to ask voters
for a half-cent sales tax increase.

Heineman says he would have used a line-item veto to strike the
wind-energy portions of the bill, but he can only use that power with
budget bills.

Effort To Oust Rapid City Alderman Falls Short
RAPID CITY (AP) — A petition to force a recall election of a Rapid

City councilman accused of making racially insensitive remarks to a
black TV reporter has fallen short after a number of signatures were
disqualified. 

The Rapid City Journal reported Tuesday that 166 of 467 pages of
signatures turned in to force a recall of Councilman Bill Clayton were
deemed ineligible. About 7,000 signatures were turned in, with 6,200
needed to trigger a recall. A memo from the city attorney’s office said
the signatures were disqualified because two people gathering them
were Montana residents. South Dakota law mandates that people gath-
ering petition signatures be state residents.

Clayton has been under fire since he allegedly told the TV reporter
during a phone interview that she should be deported to Kenya. Clay-
ton has said he was not aware of the reporter’s race and publicly
apologized.

The organizer of the recall effort said he’s unlikely to restart the pe-
tition drive.

Interim Director Of Indian Education Named
PIERRE (AP) — The South Dakota Department of Education on

Tuesday named the former director of the federal Bureau of Indian
Education as the interim director of Indian education for the state. 

Keith Moore of Sioux Falls was director of the BIE from 2010 to
2012. Prior to working there, Moore served as chief diversity officer
at the University of South Dakota. From 2005 to 2009, he was South
Dakota’s director of Indian Education.

“Keith understands the issues surrounding the education of our
Native American youth,” Melody Schopp, Secretary of the South
Dakota Department of Education, said in a statement. “His expert-
ise will be especially critical as we seek to close the achievement
gap for our Native students.”

Moore, a member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, is currently the
director of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes in South Dakota. He
holds a master’s degree in secondary administration from South
Dakota State University and a specialist degree in educational lead-
ership from Montana State University.

Mitchell Approves Sidewalk Wine Sales
MITCHELL (AP) — Businesses in downtown Mitchell will now have

the option to wine and dine customers on city sidewalks.
The Mitchell City Council on Monday voted 5-2 to approve an ordi-

nance to allow the sale of wine at certain outdoor areas in the city’s
downtown.

The Daily Republic reported that several residents spoke for and
against the ordinance. The Rev. Carroll Torberson told the council he
believes it will lead to an expansion of alcohol sales and asked, “Where
does it end?”

Restaurant owner Geri Beck said her business would benefit from
the rule and believes opponents are exaggerating possible problems
from the sale of wine.

“I don’t believe that this is the expansion of alcohol that opponents
think it is,” Beck said.

The ordinance limits the service to wine and prohibits sales during
Corn Palace Festival week. Businesses will be required to pay an appli-
cation fee to the city and provide a site plan and hours of operation.

aPIERRE (AP) — The South
Dakota panel responsible for get-
ting rid of offensive geographic
names suspended work Tuesday
on places using the word “Negro,”
after black leaders said the term
isn’t offensive and should be re-
tained to reflect African-Ameri-
cans’ contributions to the state’s
history.

Five Black Hills sites include
the word. The Board on Geo-
graphic Names met in Pierre to
consider replacement names, sug-
gested by the public, but delayed
the process until they can gather
more public comment.

Officials from the South Dakota
African American History Museum
in Sioux Falls sent the board an
email last week urging that the
sites continue to include the word
“Negro.” Museum curator Porter
Williams said some of the sites
were initially known by a different,
offensive term.

“Negro to black people is not
offensive. That’s what we are.
We’re Negro people, black people.
Negro means black,” Williams told
The Associated Press in a tele-
phone interview after the meeting. 

The South Dakota Legislature
in 2009 passed a law requiring
that any place with that word be
renamed, but Williams said using
the term is recognition that black
people helped develop the state.

“It does say we were here.
They’re trying to write us out of
history. We’re trying to preserve
our history,” Williams said.

The state board had sought
public suggestions on replace-
ment names for a ridge, a canyon,
a hill, a gulch and a creek in west-
ern South Dakota. They received
suggestions by mail and email, but
no one testified in person
Tuesday.

Board members discussed a
few suggested names but then de-
cided to delay a decision. The
board will publish notices in
newspapers to invite public com-
ment. In the meantime, the panel
will continue work on renaming
places that include the word
“Squaw,” a term offensive to Na-
tive Americans.

Board chairman J.R. LaPlante,
state secretary of tribal relations,
said the board may have to ask
the state Legislature to take an-
other look at the renaming law.

BY DIRK LAMMERS
Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS — Crazy Horse Memorial
sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski was busy rough
shaping the 219-foot-tall horse’s head when he
died in 1982, leaving his dream of honoring the
Oglala Lakota warrior with a mammoth moun-
tain carving in South Dakota’s Black Hills in his
family’s hands.

Widow Ruth Ziolkowski knew she had to
keep the work going, but she decided to shift
the focus to completing Crazy Horse’s 90-foot-
tall face to boost interest and bring in more
donations.

“If Korczak had lived, he would have carved
the horse’s head. He could have explained why
to everyone and the world would have been
happy with it,” said Ruth Ziolkowski, president
and chief executive of the memorial. “But it
made good sense to be able to prove to people
that we really could carry on and keep it going.”

The Crazy Horse Memorial on Tuesday com-
memorated the 65th anniversary of the monu-

ment’s dedication — and the 15th anniversary
of the completion of the warrior’s face — with a
654-ton morning blast.

Crazy Horse was a famed Oglala Lakota war-
rior and leader who played a key role in the
1876 defeat of the U.S. Seventh Cavalry at the
Battle of the Little Bighorn in Montana. When
completed, the carving of his image on a bluff
about 10 miles southwest of Mount Rushmore
will be 641 feet long and 563 feet high.

Work on the project, funded entirely by pri-
vate donations, has been going on since 1948.

Tuesday explosive-charged rock removal, a
ceremonial version of something that occurs
throughout the year, cleared rock from the 360-
foot bench directly underneath what will one
day be the horse’s muzzle.

Spaced 20 feet apart, the 11 benches on Kor-
czak Ziolkowski’s blueprints serve as access
roads that will eventually allow carvers to per-
form finishing work on the horse’s head, said
mountain director Monique Ziolkowski, the
sculptor’s daughter.

As rough work continues on the final bench,
finishing work will soon begin on the warrior’s

outstretched arm, which points to the sacred
lands where Crazy Horse’s ancestors have died.

“We’re going to work from Crazy Horse’s
hand down and we’re going to concentrate on
the front of the mountain, the visitors’ side,”
Monique Ziolkowski said.

The invitation to undertake the carving
came from Lakota Chief Henry Standing Bear,
who was prompted by Gutzon Borglum’s carv-
ing of nearby Mount Rushmore to seek a memo-
rial for Indian heroes.

In addition to completing the carved face,
the Crazy Horse Memorial has built a welcome
center, a comprehensive museum and one
building of a planned Indian University of North
America complex, where 32 students are about
to start a fourth summer class program.

“It’ll be a few years yet before we can do the
degree-granting full-time program,” Ruth Zi-
olkowski said. “It’s coming, and you have to
take little steps first, as Korczak always said, in
order to get to the big one.

“But the important thing is we never
stopped.”

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — A Ne-
braska City woman has filed a
federal lawsuit against the Ne-
braska Department of Motor Ve-
hicles and its director over the
state’s denial of driver’s li-
censes for young immigrants
who have gotten work permits
and avoided deportation under
an Obama administration
policy.

The lawsuit was filed Friday
by attorneys with the Mexican
American Legal Defense and Ed-
ucational Fund on behalf of 24-
year-old Mayra Saldana. It
names the DMV and director
Rhonda Lahm as plaintiffs.
Lahm declined to comment
Tuesday, saying her office does-
n’t comment on pending
litigation.

Saldana, a full-time forensic
science student at Peru State
College, filed the lawsuit after
being denied a job because of
her inability to drive, attorney
Aaron Siebert-Llera said
Tuesday.

“They said they had to have
someone who at least had the
option to drive in case it be-
came necessary,” Siebert-Llera
said.

Even attending classes is a
hardship, he said, because Peru
State is located about 15 miles

south of Nebraska City, where
she lives.

“She has to depend on rides
from either family or friends to
get to and from school,” he
said.

Nebraska, like the state of
Arizona, has refused to view
those in President Barack
Obama’s Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program, en-
acted last summer, as legal resi-
dents. The Department of
Homeland Security has said im-
migrants with work permits is-
sued under the policy are
lawfully present in the U.S.

Applicants for the deferment
program must have come to the
U.S. before they turned 16, be
younger than 30, have been in
the country for at least five con-
tinuous years, be in school or
have graduated from high
school or GED program or have
served in the military. They also
were allowed to apply for a two-
year renewable work permit.   

Saldana was granted her de-
ferred action last year, which
means she can legally live and
work in the United States with-
out the worry of deportation.
Siebert-Llera said she came to
Nebraska from Mexico when
she was 2 years old.
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“It does say we were
here. They’re trying to
write us out of history.
We’re trying to preserve
our history.”

PORTER WILLIAMS


