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Marco Rubio Hears Out Conservatives On Immigration

BY ERICA WERNER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sen. Marco
Rubio, R-Fla., sought support from
House conservatives Wednesday
for far-reaching immigration legis-
lation, but many lawmakers
emerged from their meeting deeply
skeptical of any comprehensive bill
with a pathway to citizenship for
immigrants here illegally.

It underscored the challenges
ahead for the immigration bill and
for Rubio himself as he ramps up
his sales job to conservatives
ahead of Senate floor debate on
the legislation beginning next
week.

“I cannot vote for a bill that
gives amnesty to illegal aliens here
in this country. Will not. I think
there are a lot of conservatives
that are in that position,” said Rep.
Paul Broun, R-Ga., after hearing
from Rubio and other senators at a
meeting in the basement of the
Capitol organized by the Republi-
can Study Committee, a group of
House conservatives.

Rep. Tom McClintock, R-Calif.,
said Rubio’s presentation was “un-
convincing.”

And House Judiciary Commit-
tee Chairman Bob Goodlatte, R-Va.,
said that the Senate bill written by
Rubio and seven other senators in
a bipartisan group “has a long way
to go from the House perspective.”

Rubio, a tea party favorite and
potential presidential candidate
who's acted as the bill's emissary
to the conservative community,
has been saying for weeks that the
bill needs stronger border security
provisions in order to pass the
House. Recently he’s said that it
lacks the 60 votes needed to pass
the Senate without improvements
and that he himself wouldn'’t be
able to support it in its current
form, even though he helped write
it.

His comments have jarred im-
migration advocates, who've ques-
tioned his commitment to the
legislation and voiced concerns
that increased emphasis on border
security could make the path to
citizenship for some 11 million im-
migrants here illegally unachiev-
able. The bill, supported by
President Barack Obama, also
seeks to overhaul legal immigra-
tion and visa programs and require
all employers to check workers’
legal status.

Rubio objected Wednesday to
the suggestion his comments
could be complicating efforts on
the bill.

“What'’s stymying efforts in the
Senate is not my comments.
What’s stymying efforts in the Sen-
ate is we don’t have the votes to
pass it because too many members
on both sides of the aisle do not
believe it goes far enough on bor-
der security,” Rubio told reporters
after his meeting with House
Republicans.

“So it’s very simple,” Rubio
said. “If people want immigration
reform, we're going to have to im-
prove the border security ele-
ments of the bill and we’re going to
have to make people confident
that what we're doing is enough.
And that’s what I'm going to focus
on.”

Aware of the difficulty of win-
ning over conservatives in the Re-
publican-led House, Rubio and
other supporters of the immigra-
tion bill are working to get a re-
sounding vote of support in the
Democratic-led Senate, including
from many Republicans. The hope
is that if the bill passes with some
70 lawmakers in favor, the House
would be pressured to act.

For Rubio, helping secure those
Senate votes is emerging as a test
of his influence over fellow Repub-
licans that may also help deter-
mine the fate of his presidential
ambitions.

He has spent recent weeks
meeting individually with Republi-
can senators to discuss strength-
ening the legislation in ways that
could get them on board, working
with a list of 15 to 20 Republican
senators who potentially could be
persuaded to vote for the bill. He’s
also promoted the legislation with
numerous TV and radio
appearances.

Rubio’s challenge is to maintain
the support of the tea party back-
ers who lend him credibility and
leverage in the immigration de-
bate, while also getting credit for
pushing a landmark piece of legis-
lation that’s opposed by many in

the tea party but is a priority to
the Latino voters who increasingly
help determine the outcome of
presidential elections.

Rubio supported efforts by Sen.
John Cornyn, R-Texas, on an
amendment Cornyn unveiled
Wednesday to enact tough new
border requirements, including a
biometric exit system at all air-
ports and seaports, before any im-
migrant here illegally could
achieve permanent legal residence.
Sens. Tom Coburn, R-Okla., and
Rob Portman, R-Ohio, also said
they’d met with Rubio to discuss
their concerns over border secu-
rity and enforcement, and Portman
said he was weighing amendments

to address them.

One change Rubio has focused
on would give Congress, instead of
the Homeland Security Depart-
ment, a bigger role in creating a
border security plan since many
Republicans are skeptical of the
Obama administration’s commit-
ment to enforcing border security.
As he described it on talk radio’s
“Hugh Hewitt Show” on Tuesday,
the plan would be legislated as
part of the immigration bill, al-
though other Republicans, includ-
ing Sen. Rand Paul, RKy., have
discussed having Congress vote on
whether the border has been
secured.
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River Search To Resume For Missing Teen

DAYTON, lowa (AP) — Authorities plan to resume their search
by river for a teenager in central lowa abducted last month.

Dayton Police Chief Nick Dunbar says the state Department of
Natural Resources will deploy boats on the Des Moines River this
week to search for 15-year-old Kathlynn Shepard.

The Des Moines Register says the search will include new and
old areas in the investigation.

Authorities halted their search for Kathlynn last week, which in-
cluded more than 250 square miles in the Dayton area. Flooding
also affected their efforts.

Police suspect Michael Klunder abducted Kathlynn and her 12-
year-old friend on May 20 in Dayton. The younger girl was able to
escape. Klunder was later found dead. Some of Kathlynn’s blood
has been found, dampening hopes of finding her alive.
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Humans’ Oldest Relative:

Tiny Hyperactive Primate

WASHINGTON (AP) — New fos-
sil evidence of the earliest com-
plete skeleton of an ancient primate
suggests it was a hyperactive, wide-
eyed creature so small you could
hold a couple of them in your hand
— if only they would stay still long
enough.

The 55 million-year-old fossil
dug up in central China is one of
our first primate relatives and it
gives scientists a better under-
standing of the complex evolution
that eventually led to us. This tiny
monkey-like creature weighed an
ounce or less and wasn'’t a direct
ancestor. Because it’s so far back
on the family tree it offers the best
clues yet of what our earliest direct
relatives would have been like at
that time, according to a study pub-
lished Wednesday in the journal
Nature.

“It’s a close cousin in fact,” said
study author Christopher Beard,
curator at the Carnegie Museum of
Natural History in Pittsburgh. He
said it is “the closest thing we have
to an ancestor of humans” so long
ago.

Primate is the order of life that
includes humans along with apes,
monkeys, and lemurs. Humans are
set apart from other mammals be-
cause of our grasping five fingers
and toes, nails, and forward-facing
eyes. And this new species called
Archicebus achilles fits right in,
Beard said.

Among primates there are three
suborders: anthropoids which in-
clude apes, monkeys and us; and
two other suborders that include
lemurs and the lesser known tar-
siers. This new species is in the
same grouping as tarsiers, but
close to the offshoot branch in the
family tree where humans come
from. The fossil includes anthro-
poid-like features.

“It’s a cute little thing; it’s ridicu-
lously little,” Beard said. “That’s
one of the more important scien-
tific aspects of the whole story.”

With a trunk only 2.8 inches
long, the furry creature was about
as small as you can get and still be
amammal, Beard said. Just like ele-
phants and horses, the farther back
in time you get for some of today’s
bigger mammals, the smaller they
get, Beard said.
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