
BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — In Spanish and
English, the Senate pushed con-
tentious immigration legislation over
early procedural hurdles with decep-
tive ease on Tuesday as President
Barack Obama insisted the “moment
is now” to give 11 million immigrants
in the United States illegally a chance
at citizenship.

Despite the lopsided votes, Re-
publicans served notice they will
seek to toughen the bill’s border se-
curity provisions and impose
tougher terms on those seeking to
gain legal status. “This bill has seri-
ous flaws,” said their party leader,
Sen. Mitch McConnell of Kentucky,
one of several who noted pointedly
that the 60-vote majority they will de-
mand for passage is hardly assured. 

Even before the first proposed
changes were considered, Florida
Sen. Marco Rubio, a potential 2016
Republican presidential contender,
outlined the complicated state of
play for a measure that he helped
draft as a member of the bipartisan
“Gang of Eight” and now seeks to
alter. With changes to tighten con-
trol of the U.S.-Mexican border, he
said, about half of the Senate’s 46
Republicans are prepared to vote
to create the pathway to citizen-
ship that is backed by most or all
of the 55 lawmakers aligned with

the Democratic majority.
At the White House, Obama said

repeatedly the current immigration
system is broken, for the foreign-
born who live in the United State
legally and illegally alike. 

Referring to the 11 million cur-
rently in the country unlawfully, he
said, “Yes, they broke the rules; they
didn’t wait their turn.  They
shouldn’t be let off easy.  They
shouldn’t be allowed to game the
system.  But at the same time, the
vast majority of these individuals
aren’t looking for any trouble.

They’re just looking to provide for
their families, contribute to their
communities. ‘’

At its core, the bill sets out a 13-
year journey to citizenship for the
millions of immigrants who arrived
in the United States illegally through
the end of 2011 or who overstayed
their visas. That journey would in-
clude paying fines and back taxes
and other measures. The bill also re-
quires a tighter border to prevent fu-
ture illegal immigration.

Other key provisions would cre-
ate a new program for low-skilled

workers to enter the country and ex-
pand the number of visas for high-
skilled who are particularly in
demand in technology firms. The bill
also jettisons a decades-old system
that favors family ties over educa-
tion, job skills and other factors in
prioritizing prospective legal
immigrants. 

Obama didn’t say so, but the leg-
islation is likely his best hope of
achieving a second-term landmark
domestic accomplishment. 

Numerous Republicans hope to
use the issue to repair their party’s
image among Hispanic voters, a
growing portion of the electorate in
key states, and a group that polls
show gave Obama 71 percent of its
votes last year.  But the GOP is di-
vided, with tea party-backed lawmak-
ers and other conservatives resisting
anything that smacks of amnesty or
otherwise seems to permit legaliza-
tion without assuring the long bor-
der with Mexico in particular is
virtually closed to future unlawful
immigration.

“Of all of the issue swirling
around this bill the path to citizen-
ship for those who are here illegally
is the single most divisive issue,”
said Sen. Ted Cruz, a Texas Republi-
can elected to his first term last fall.
“And that is the issue on which the
Obama White House and Senate De-
mocrats insist, and by insisting on
that division I believe they by design
destine this bill to be voted down.”

The World’s
Greatest
Treasure 

Students describe the
world’s greatest treasure. 
———C

I think that the world’s
greatest treasure is love. I
think this because love lets
people get married and have
kids and there is love be-
tween pets, family, and
friends. What do you think is
the world’s greatest treasure? 

Lizbeth, 2nd grade 

The greatest treasures in
the world are allies! You
need them! Your friends are
your allies. Embrace them. 

Anthony, 5th grade 

Gold and diamonds are
the world’s greatest treas-
ures. They are worth a lot of
money.

Miguel, 1st grade 

I think the world’s best
treasure is friendship. I think
this because then everyone
will be nice to each other.
That is what I think. 

Stefani, 4th grade 

The best treasure I can
think of is caring because
some people do not take
care of their kids or when
some kids tell a parent a
problem, and then they don’t
do anything about it, and
that’s why caring is impor-
tant.

Luis, 4th grade 

The greatest treasure in
the world is my brother, my
cat, my dog, the rest of my
pets, my mom and my dad. I
love them a lot. They make
me smile and laugh. They do
a bunch of fun stuff with me.

Gabriella, 2nd grade 

For me, the world’s great-
est treasure is my brother
Ryan because he is friendly
and kind and thankful and he
even likes me. 

Owen, 1st grade 

The greatest treasure in
the world is my mom be-
cause she helps me with my
homework. 

Anthony, 2nd grade 
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GOP Senator Says Phone Program Goes Deeper

WASHINGTON (AP) — A leading Republican senator on Tuesday
described controversial U.S. spy programs as looking far deeper
into Americans’ phone records than the Obama administration has
been willing to admit, fueling new privacy concerns as Congress
sought to defend the surveillance systems.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-SC., says the U.S. intelligence surveil-
lance of phone records allows analysts to monitor U.S. phone
records for a pattern of calls, even if those numbers have no known
connection to terrorism.

Graham says the National Security Agency then matches phone
numbers against known terrorists. Graham helped draft the sur-
veillance law that governs the surveillance program.

The office of the director of national intelligence declined to
comment.

U.S. Credits PRISM In Foiled N.Y. Bomb Plot
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama administration declassified a

handful of details Tuesday that credited its PRISM Internet spying
program with intercepting a key email that unraveled a 2009 terror-
ist plot in New York.

The details, declassified by the director of national intelligence,
were circulated on Capitol Hill as part of government efforts to
tamp down criticism of two recently revealed National Security
Agency surveillance programs.

Najibullah Zazi’s foiled plot to bomb the New York subways has
become the centerpiece of that effort. It remains the most serious
al-Qaida plot inside the United States since the 9/11 terror attacks.

In the rush to defend the surveillance programs, however, gov-
ernment officials have changed their stories and misstated key
facts of the Zazi plot. And they’ve left out one important detail: The
email that disrupted the plan could easily have been intercepted
without PRISM.

The debate over the surveillance echoes one from years earlier,
over President George W. Bush’s warrantless wiretapping and
harsh interrogation tactics. Critics said the government had gone
too far but the administration said the techniques were lawful and
kept America safe.

Bill Would Overhaul Military Justice System
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ambitious legislation to stanch the grow-

ing number of sexual assaults in the armed forces by overhauling
the military justice system faces an uncertain future due to vigor-
ous objections from senior Defense Department leaders and key
members of Congress who are concerned the proposed changes go
too far.

The bill crafted by Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., cleared an im-
portant hurdle Tuesday when the Senate Armed Services person-
nel subcommittee that she chairs approved the measure. But the
legislation must get through the full committee and its chairman,
Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., has signaled his intent to offer an alterna-
tive that would mute the most aggressive reforms in Gillibrand’s
bill.

Gillibrand’s legislation would remove commanders from the
process of deciding whether serious crimes, including sexual mis-
conduct cases, go to trial. That judgment would rest instead with
seasoned trial lawyers who have prosecutorial experience and
hold the rank of colonel or above. Her bill would take away a com-
mander’s authority to convene a court-martial. That responsibility
would be given to new and separate offices outside the victim’s
chain of command.

But Levin and other lawmakers, echoing fears voiced by the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, believe that cutting commanders out of the
legal process would undermine their ability to enforce good order
and discipline within the ranks.

“Commanders ought to have and use the tools that are the most
effective in terms of changing climate and affecting the behavior of
people in their units, and that’s to have available to them the
power to send to a court-martial,” Levin said Monday.
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President Barack Obama speaks Tuesday in support of the Senate's bi-
partisan immigration reform bill in the East Room of the White House in
Washington, D.C. 

BY ELENA BECATOROS
AND SUZAN FRASER
Associated Press

ISTANBUL — Protesters and
Turkey’s prime minister both re-
fused to back down Tuesday in
what could become the final battle
for Istanbul’s Taksim Square, the
symbol of nationwide grievances
against his government. 

Tens of thousands of protesters
returned to the square in the
evening, in a show of defiance met
with tear gas, rubber bullets and
water cannons, hours after riot po-
lice had forced their way past im-
provised barricades to clear the
square of protesters occupying the
area for the past 12 days. 

Hundreds more vowed to con-
tinue their sit-in at Taksim’s adja-
cent Gezi Park, despite an order
from Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan for them to leave — an
order bolstered by the police show
of force.

A peaceful demonstration

against the park’s redevelopment
that began more than two weeks
ago has morphed into the biggest
test of Erdogan’s authority in his
decade of power. 

The unrest has spread to 78
cities across the country, with pro-
testers championing their objec-
tions to what they say is the prime
minister’s increasingly authoritar-
ian style and his perceived at-
tempts to impose a religious and
conservative lifestyle in a country
with secular laws — charges he
rejects.

So far four people have died, in-
cluding a policeman, and about
5,000 have been treated for injuries
or the effects of tear gas, according
to the Turkish Human Rights
Foundation. 

Tuesday’s clashes, which saw
police and protesters take and lose
control of the square several
times, came a day after Taksim saw
its smallest gathering since the
demonstrations began, sparked by
a violent police reaction against a

sit-in in the park to prevent its re-
development. The government had
also said Erdogan would meet with
some of those occupying the park
on Wednesday to hear their views.

“The relative calm yesterday
was deceptive,” said Robert O’-
Daly, Turkey analyst for the Econo-
mist Intelligence Unit.

“Mr. Erdogan’s offer of dialogue
appears to have been merely tacti-
cal. The appearance of riot police
in the square this morning and re-
newed use of teargas against the
protesters fits better with his defi-
ant rhetoric,” said O’Daly. 

Erdogan, a devout Muslim, says
he is committed to Turkey’s secu-
lar laws and denies charges of au-
tocracy. Yet as he defended his
tough stance, he gave critics little
hope of a shift in his position.

“Were we supposed to kneel be-
fore them and say ‘please remove
your pieces of rags’?” he said, re-
ferring to the dozens of banners
and flags the protesters had fes-

tooned in the square. “They can
call me harsh, but this Tayyip Er-
dogan won’t change.”

Confident of his position of
power after winning the last elec-
tions in 2011 with 50 percent of the
vote, Erdogan has insisted he will
prevail. He made it clear that he
has come to the end of his pa-
tience with the protesters, whom
he accused of sullying Turkey’s
image abroad and being vandals
and troublemakers.

“To those who ... are at Taksim
and elsewhere taking part in the
demonstrations with sincere feel-
ings: I call on you to leave those
places and to end these incidents
and I send you my love. But for
those who want to continue with
the incidents I say: ‘It’s over.’ As of
now we have no tolerance for
them.”

“Not only will we end the ac-
tions, we will be at the necks of the
provocateurs and terrorists, and
no one will get away with it,” he
added.

Immigration Debate Clears Senate Hurdle

Clashes In Istanbul Extend Into Night In Taksim


