
Hot News! 
Write a news article

about something really hot. 
———

I was walking to my
friend’s house and suddenly
I saw a light coming towards
me. It got bigger and bigger
and then there was a crash.
We ran to where the rock fell
to earth. It was a meteor that
had fallen to the earth. It
made a huge crater and re-
ally hot steam was every-
where. Soon the area was
surrounded by policemen
and scientists and they were
making the crowd go away.
Then the news people came
with their cameras and later
that night we watched them
on TV. 

Dylan, 4th grade 

My mom makes the
hottest chili in the world.
She puts in chili peppers and
other hot things. It makes
your mouth burn and some
people don’t like it.

Ennio, 5th grade 

Volcanoes are very hot.
When a volcano erupts, it
sends hot ash into the air
and hot lava flows down the
side of the volcano.There is
a volcano in Hawaii that has
burned homes and it is very
hot. 

Alice, 2nd grade 

My hot news is that I’m
going to be having a birth-
day party. It will be a sleep
over and I’m allowed to in-
vite 12 of my friends. My
mom and I will plan some
games and get some movies
to watch. We will have pizza
and ice cream cake and it
will be the hottest event of
the summer!

Kaitlyn, 4th grade 

When we go to the
county fair it is really hot.
It’s hot because there are
lots of rides and places to
see animals and bands and
it’s also hot because it is in
the middle of the summer
and it can be really hot. If we
get too hot, we go into one of
the pavilions to see the ex-
hibits. They are much cooler.
That is my hot news for the
summer!

Dolores, 3rd grade 

Press & Dakotan
C/o Noelle Schlechter

319 Walnut Street
Yankton, SD 57078

605-665-7811, ext 112

Wednesday, 6.19.13
ON THE WEB: www.yankton.net

NEWS DEPARTMENT: news@yankton.net 7PRESS DAKOTANthe midwest
Neb. Habitat Estimate Cut For Endangered Bug

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A federal agency has proposed a nearly
50 percent cut in the Nebraska land the agency says is needed to
support the endangered Salt Creek tiger beetle.

The Lincoln Journal Star reports that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service earlier this month published a proposal in the Federal Reg-
ister to designate 1,110 acres of saline wetlands as critical habitat.
In 2010 the agency said more than 1,900 acres was needed.

The beetles live only in the rare saline wetlands on the north
side of Lincoln and in neighboring Saunders County.

The agency says that although the 1,110 acres is a smaller area
than the previous designation, it contains sufficient suitable habi-
tat to support recovery of the species.

Iowa Man Sentenced In S.D. For Sex Trafficking
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — An Iowa man convicted of commercial sex

trafficking in South Dakota has been sentenced to 10 years in fed-
eral prison.

Fifty-nine-year-old Ronald Bonestroo, of Hull, Iowa, was sen-
tenced Monday by U.S. District Judge Karen Schreier — the same
judge who last year overturned his conviction. Her decision later
was reversed by the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

U.S. Attorney Brendan Johnson says Bonestroo was accused in
February 2011 of answering an online advertisement posted by po-
lice as part of a sting operation and trying to pay for sex with what
he believed would be two 14-year-old girls.

Two other men were arrested in the sting. The Argus Leader
newspaper reports that one committed suicide and the other
pleaded guilty to a lesser charge.

Officers Shoot Man Following Chase In S.D.
NEW UNDERWOOD (AP) — A suspected drunken driver was

shot multiple times after allegedly brandishing a rifle following a
half-hour police chase in southwestern South Dakota.

Attorney General Marty Jackley says two Pennington County
deputies and a Highway Patrol officer chased 43-year-old Travis
Ross on Interstate 90 Monday afternoon. The officers used spike
strips to disable the suspect’s vehicle when Ross left the interstate
in the New Underwood area. They shot him when he allegedly got
out of the vehicle with the weapon.

Ross was taken to a Rapid City hospital with undisclosed in-
juries. No officers were hurt.

Jackley says Ross has an active warrant for violating parole on a
felony drunken driving conviction.

Jackley will determine if Deputies Robert Schoeberl and Jamin
Hartland and Trooper Clayton Heinrich were justified in shooting
Ross.

Fort Pierre Riverfront Project Headed To Court
FORT PIERRE (AP) — A proposed $16 million development on

the Missouri River that would be the largest commercial undertak-
ing in Fort Pierre history appears headed to the courts after the
City Council rejected new petitions seeking a public vote on more
aspects of the project.

The council earlier this month accepted referral petitions and
scheduled a July 9 election on a boat storage area in the proposed
Riverwalk Landing project, which would include a marina, restau-
rant and retail space. Council members rejected a petition on zon-
ing changes and a deferred development fee, saying the petitions
were ambiguous and that the council actions were administrative
and not subject to a public vote.

Petitioners who think the city is giving preferential treatment to
the Riverwalk Landing project submitted new petitions but the
council rejected those on Monday night, according to the Capital
Journal and KCCR radio.

Attorney McLean Thompson Kerver, who represents local busi-
ness owner and project critic Diane London, said she will file a law-
suit in state circuit court by the end of the week.

BY DIRK LAMMERS
Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS — Nearly 120 scientists and engi-
neers from around the world are meeting in South
Dakota this week to discuss operational and tech-
nical issues with collecting images from the Land-
sat 8 satellite.

The U.S. Geological Survey’s Earth Resources
Observation and Science Center north of Sioux
Falls collects, archives and makes available for
download more than 400 data-filled images of the
Earth each day. The center also partners with a
network of ground stations across the globe that
help download and distribute the data.

More than two dozen countries are repre-
sented at this week’s meetings of the Landsat
Ground Station Operators Working Group and the
Landsat Technical Working Group in Sioux Falls,
said Steven Labahn, the center’s international
ground station network manager. 

“The international cooperators have some
very local expertise and knowledge about these
special areas,” Labahn said “We share information

that improves the entire data set.”
Since 1972, Landsat satellites have been snap-

ping pictures across the globe as part of a mission
to document the planet. Satellites in the fleet have
helped document forest fires, tsunamis and every-
day changes in the Earth’s geography. 

NASA launched the newest addition, Landsat 8,
in February, and the space agency handed over
operational control of the satellite to the EROS
Center a few weeks ago.

Adam Lewis, representing the Australian gov-
ernment at the meeting, said the photos help sci-
entists see what is happening to the planet over
time. “You can measure how much bare earth
there is, and that tells you how well the land’s
being managed, whether it’s being affected by
drought, how much runoff there might be into
rivers and oceans,” said Lewis, the National Earth
Observation group leader for Geoscience
Australia.

Landsat 8 is working in tandem with Landsat 7,
launched in 1999, to take pictures of each inch of
the planet’s surface every eight days. Landsat 7
continues to operate despite a faulty scan line cor-

rector that leaves zigzag gaps in some images.
Landsat 5, which dates back to 1984, worked

decades past its expected mission end but began
failing in November.

The earlier generation satellites had limited ca-
pacity to store data, and the international ground
stations were needed to regularly download infor-
mation so the orbiters could keep snapping pic-
tures. Landsat 8 has enough onboard storage to
send all its images back to the South Dakota repos-
itory, but the stations are a backup in case the or-
biter ever fails.

“That network is standing at the ready to bring
images back,” Labahn said. “We wouldn’t have to
lose the mission or the ability to capture images
globally.”

The international partners also use their local
expertise to help calibrate the satellite’s imagery,
like zeroing out a bathroom scale.

When the Landsat is over Australia, for in-
stance, it should capture the darkness of the man-
made Lake Argyle while recording the bright color
of Lake Frome, which is a shallow salt pan.

BY KRISTI EATON
Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS — The Lakota lan-
guage has lost one of its greatest sup-
porters.

Albert White Hat, who was instru-
mental in teaching the endangered
American Indian language to new
generations for nearly four decades,
died last week at a hospital in South
Dakota, according to language
preservationists and fellow members
of his Rosebud Sioux Tribe. He was
74.

White Hat authored several
books on writing and reading Lakota,
a language spoken fluently by fewer
than 6,000 people. The average age
of those speakers is 60, and less than
14 percent of the Lakota population
in South Dakota and North Dakota —
where the vast majority of Lakota
speakers live— speaks their native
tongue.

He had taught the Lakota lan-
guage since 1975, and was an instruc-
tor at the Lakota Studies Department
at Sinte Gleska University on the
Rosebud Indian Reservation. Also
the author of books about life on the
reservation, White Hat was consid-
ered an activist for traditional ways
of living. 

“Albert was a great teacher, a
spiritual leader and a friend to all
who came to know him and was well

known within the powwow circuit,”
Rosebud Sioux Tribal President Cyril
Scott said in a statement, noting that
White Hat was awarded numerous
awards in honor of his dedication to
preserving the Lakota language and
culture.  

He was born on the outskirts of
St. Francis, S.D., on the Rosebud
reservation. He spoke only Lakota
until the age of 7, when he started
learning English in school. His grand-
father, Chief Hollow Horn Bear, was a
leading chief in many of the Plains In-
dians Wars against settlers in the
1800s, and was also involved in
treaty negotiations with the U.S.

Wilhelm Meya, executive director
of the Lakota Language Consortium,
a nonprofit seeking to revitalize the
Lakota language, called White Hat a
“warrior” for the Lakota language
and said he hopes White Hat’s legacy
won’t go unrecognized.

“Anytime someone who cares so
deeply about the language passes,
it’s a blow to the language and the re-
vitalization efforts,” Meya said. 

White Hat’s death could serve as
a wakeup call to people that the
Lakota language is still in danger of
becoming extinct, Meya said. And he
hopes more young people will decide
to study the language and work to re-
tain its importance. 

“We are, after all, losing speakers
every year,” Meya said. “Over 100
Lakota speakers pass on (each year).
Those speakers are not being re-
placed by young speakers. Until we
can reverse that trend, the language
will continue to be very much in
danger.”

White Hat is survived by his wife,
seven children and many
grandchildren. 

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE,
Neb. (AP) — A forensics lab has
opened at Offutt Air Force Base
near Omaha with a special mis-
sion: identify the remains of miss-
ing soldiers, sailors and airmen
from past wars.

The lab has been constructed
inside a section of the massive
former Martin bomber plant on
the base, which is where the B-29
bomber Enola Gay was assembled
before its crew dropped the first
atomic bomb on Japan to help
end World War II.

The lab is a satellite of the
Joint POW/MIA Accounting Com-
mand, known as JPAC, which is
based in Hawaii. The accounting
command is overseeing the iden-
tification of the remains of more
than 83,000 Americans who are
still listed as missing from past
wars. The accounting command’s
motto is “Until They Are Home.”

The military said JPAC identi-
fies the remains of an MIA every 2
1/2 days, on average.

“It’s one of those missions of
the highest importance to us,”
said Col. John Rauch, commander
of the 55th Wing, which is the
host unit at Offutt.

The accounting command not
only provides answers for the mil-
itary about what happened to its
members, it also helps the serv-
ice members’ families find some
peace after what is often decades
of waiting and wonder.

Friends and relatives of Don

Grella knew that the Laurel man
probably died when the Army hel-
icopter carrying him and three
crewmates went down in heavy
jungle on Dec. 28, 1965, during
the Vietnam War.

His mother, Alberta Sutton,
didn’t know for sure what had
happened to him. A co-worker
said Sutton had always hoped
and prayed she’d learn his fate
before she passed away. Sutton
died in 2006 just after learning
that the crash site had been
found. 

In July 2009, the accounting
command notified Grella’s sister,
Shirley Haase, that some of the
remains had been identified as
her brother’s. In October 2009,
the remains were buried between
the graves of his mother and fa-
ther in Laurel.

After the Sept. 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks, officials decided to es-
tablish a mainland forensics lab
to react quickly when tragedy
strikes or terrorists attack. Offutt
was chosen after a search team
reviewed several bases.

The accounting command said
the new Offutt operation includes
nearly 23,000 square feet of space
and contains equipment for his-
torical, anatomical and dental
analyses, DNA sampling and elec-
tronic imaging devices.

The current Offutt lab staff of
more than a dozen people is ex-
pected to rise to 50 by 2016.

Nebraska Air Force Base
Opens POW/MIA Forensics Lab

Teacher Of
Endangered

Language Dies

Scientists Discuss New Photo-Taking Satellite


