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PBS Arthur €a | WordGirl | Wild The Martha  |Nightly |PBS NewsHour (N) (In |Washing- |Need to  |McLaugh- |Market to |Annie: It's the Hard-  |Dreamers |BBC World|Charlie Rose (N) (In | Tavis Smi- | America’s | Annie: It's the Hard-
(DVS) d (DVS) |Kratts cd |Electric |Speaks |Business |Stereo) Ec ton Week |Know & |lin Group |Market €< |Knock Life, From Theater < | News Stereo) d ley (N) €@ |Heartland |Knock Life, From
KUSD 83 8 (2) Company Report (N) Script to Stage (N) Script to Stage
KTIV @ 4 (@ |Cash Cash Ellen DeGeneres News 4  |News News4 |Ent Dateline NBC (In Stereo) NBC News Special |News4 |Jay Leno Jimmy Fallon Daly News 4  |Extra
NBC The Doctors (In Ste- | Judge Judge KDLT NBC KDLT The Big | Dateline NBC (In Stereo) &g NBC News Special (N) | KDLT The Tonight Show Late Ni(?ht With Jimmy| Last Call |According | Paid Pro-
reo) g Judy e |Judy e |News Nightly  |News Bang (In Stereo) kgl News With Jay Leno (N) (In |Fallon (In Stereo) &g | With Car- |to Jim gram
KOLT @ 5 (B N) & News (N) |(N) & Theory (N) &2 Stereo) &8 son Daly
KCAU @ 6 (9) |Dr.Philc The Dr. 0z Show News ABC News Inside Shark Tank What Would 20/20 (N) g News Jimmy Kimmel Live |Nightline \Paid Inside Paid Paid
CBS Dr. Phil (In Stereo) €@ | The Dr. Oz Show Gel |News CBS News Entertain- |Undercover Boss  |Hawaii Five-0 “Na Kii" |Blue Bloods Danny  |News Late Show With The Late Late Show |News omg! Weather
manicures; dreams. Evening ment Retro Fitness CEO Eric | Catherine goes under  |finds a murdered col- David Letterman (In | With Craig Ferguson Insider NOW
KELO @ 3 (D News Tonight (N) Casaburi. 2 cover. & lege student. Stereo) ko (N) (In Stereo) g (N) &
ABC Jeopardy! |Be a Mil- | The Ellen DeGeneres |KSFY ABC World| KSFY Wheel of |Shark Tank Unique What Would You Do? |20/20 (N) (In Stereo) €cl| KSFY Jimmy Kimmel Live (In Ni?htline Paid Pro- |Extra (N) |Paid Pro- |Paid Pro-
(N) lionaire  [Show (In Stereo) €@ |News at 5 |News News at 6 |Fortune ¢ |eyewear made of sus- |(N) (In Stereo) News at 10 Stereo) € (N) ) gram &) gram gram
KSFY B 7 (3 in HD in HD tainable wood. in HD
KMEG € 13 (6) | The Doctors &l Jdg Judy \Jdg Judy |News CBS Jeopardy |Wheel Undercover Boss Hawaii Five-0 2 Blue Bloods € News Letterman Ferguson Paid Paid Paid
FOX Maury Guests take America’s Funniest | Steve Harvey Man has | How | How | Bones Hodgins The Following Panic | The Office | The Office | Dish Na- |Friends & | Friends ¢/ | Baggage |New New Excused |Excused
paternity tests. (In Home Videos Animal |not committed to his | Met Your |Met Your |believes Pelant wants |spreads at the followers'| €@ “Fund- tion (N) € e Adv./Old |Adv./Old |ca @
KTTW €3 9 Stereo) gl mishaps. €¢] girlfriend. Mother  |Mother  |revenge. hideout. raiser’ Christine |Christine
KLKN The Dr. 0z Show Dr. Phil &2 News ABC News Ent Shark Tank What Would 20/20 (N) News Jimmy Kimmel Live |Nightline |Katie & Paid Dog
KOLN Ellen DeGeneres First Four \Jeopardy 10/11 CBS News Wheel Undercover Boss Hawaii Five-0 o Blue Bloods ¢ News Letterman Ferguson Paid Inside Weather
KPTH The People’s Court | Maury (N) kg Big Bang |Two Men |Big Bang |Two Men |Bones g (DVS) The Following News [30 Rock |Office Office 30 Rock |Mother  |Mother |Paid Friends |American
KSCB 97 S Ade BillWin |Gospel |Gary Zola Lev. |[Creflo D. |Jewish J. Hagee |Parsley \Joni Marcus and Joni Van Impe \Huch FLC Copeland |Life To J. Meyer [Sound The EVO |Global Marcus
KSIN 99 (12) |Arthur Martha Wild WordGirl |Curious |PBS NewsHour (N) Inside Wash \News Market \Plea Annie-Knock Business |Time/By |Death in Paradise (Off Air)
KXNE Curious | Super Arthur WordGirl | Wild Electric  |PBS NewsHour (N)  |Nebraskans at Wash Need Annie-Knock Casting/Curtain Time/By |Served? |(Off Air)
* %% “Contagion” *xx “Monte Carlo” (2011) Selena Gomez, xx* “The Dark Knight Rises” (2012, Action) Christian Bale. Batman  [Real Time With Bill ~ |Real Time With Bill | **x “Magic Mike” (2012) Channing Tatum, *x “Transit” (2012)
HBO 17 @) (2011) (In Stereo) Leighton Meester. (In Stereo) € faces a masked villain named Bane. (In Stereo) g Maher (N) €2 Maher € Alex Pettyfer. (In Stereo) gl Jim Caviezel.
HBO2 “Fried-Tomatoes” “Miss You Can Do It” (2012) *x “Office Space” (1999) [** “Horrible Bosses” (2011) [Now You [REAL Sports True Blood () Girls [* “Chernobyl Diaries” (2012) Real/Bill Maher
“Bone *x “Mars Attacks!” (1996) Jack Nicholson, *x “Meet the Fockers” (2004) Robert De Niro. | x* “The Campaign” (2012) Will  |Banshee “The Kin- Strike Back (In Ste-  |“Pleasure Spa” (2013) | x x “Final Destination 5” (2011) |“The Rev-
MAX Cletr” Glenn Close. (In Stereo) gl Future in-laws clash in Florida. Ferrell. (In Stereo) o dred” &g reo) & n Stereo) ‘Nicholas D’Agosto. kg enant”
MAX2 *%* “In the Valley of Elah” [*%* “Grosse Pointe Blank” (1997) &I [* “The Apparition” (2012) [Banshee () ** “Cowboys & Aliens” (2011) & Skin-Max_[** “Project X” (2012) & [“Erotic Karma” &2
SHOW  18(35) |Rock Exp [** “The Woman in the Fifth” [*x* “Knuckleball!” (2012) [ ** “Die Another Day” (2002) Pierce Brosnan. & Shaguille O’Neal Presents “Richard Pryor” [Shaquille O’Neal |Margaret Cho
SHOW?2 “What Dreams May Come” [*%* “Melancholia” (2011) Kirsten Dunst. [** “Gone” (2012) (In Stereo) [ %% “The Big Lebowski” (1998) &2 ** “Reindeer Games” (2000) (In Stereo) [* “Brake” (2012) (In Stereo)
TMC * %% “Ondine” *% “W.” (2008) Josh Brolin. (In Stereo) *%* “Chasing Amy” (1997) (In Stereo) * “The Darkest Hour” (2011) ** “Redemption Road” o “The Wrath of Cain” (2010) “Booty Hunter” g Pound of
A&E 57 Barter Kings (g Barter Kings [l Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |[Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage |Storage
AMC 41 “Broken Arrow” *%x “O Brother, Where Art Thou?” (2000) &2 [ %% “16 Blocks” (2006) Bruce Willis. [** “S.W.A.T” (2003, Action) Samuel L. Jackson. Breaking Bad (<) Breaking Bad Breaking Bad
ANPL 19 Pit Bulls-Parole To Be Announced \To Be Announced Treehouse Masters \Tanked Tanked: Unfiltered \Treehouse Masters \Tanked: Unfiltered Treehouse Masters | Tanked Treehouse Masters
BRAVO 25 (55) |Scream 3 \H* “Panic Room” (2002, Suspense) Jodie Foster. ** “The Scorpion King” (2002) *%x “Ocean’s Thirteen” (2007) George Clooney. \*** “Ocean’s Thirteen” (2007) George Clooney. “Scorpion King”
CMTV 38 ** “Days of Thunder” (1990) Tom Cruise. €9 [TBA Dog and Beth *%x “Mrs. Doubtfire” (1993) Robin Williams. (In Stereo) &2 Cops Rel. [Cops Rel. [Cops Rel. [Cops Rel. [Swamp Pawn Swamp Pawn
CNBC 53 (52 |Closing Bell Fast Mny [Options [Mad Money (N) The Kudlow Report  |Ultimate Factories  [Debt/Part [Debt/Part [American Greed Mad Money Debt/Part |Debt/Part |American Greed Paid [Paid
CNN 33 Jake Tapper The Situation Room (N) E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper Piers Morgan Live  [Anderson Cooper Stroumboulopoulos | Anderson Cooper Anderson Cooper Stroumboulopoulos
coM 45 AceVent [Futurama |Futurama [Sunny  [South Pk [Tosh.0  [Colbert [Daily Tosh.0  [Tosh.0  |** “Jackass: Number Two” (2006) & Daniel Tosh: Happy  |Owen Benjamin ** “The Dukes of Hazzard” (2005)
CSPAN 49 Politics & Public Policy Today Politics & Public Policy Today \Politics & Public Policy Today
DISC 34 Street Outlaws < Fast N’ Loud &l Fast N’ Loud tcl Fast N’ Loud tc Fast N’ Loud & Fast N’ Loud & Wild West Alaska Fast N’ Loud [ Wild West Alaska Fast N’ Loud (¢ Fast N’ Loud €
DISN 64 Good Austin Austin  [Austin Good [Jessie Dog Dog ANT Jessie Gravity  [Phineas |Dog [Good Austin Austin Austin Jessie Jessie  [Jessie Jessie Cadet
DISXD  65(03) |Kickin’lt |Lab Rats |** “Mostly Ghostly” (2008) Ali Lohan Ninja Max Slug Zeke Zeke |Zeke Zeke |Zeke Zeke Zeke Kings Suite Life |Buttowski |Buttowski [Pac-Man [Fish
EITV 51 Wanted  |x* “He’s Just Not That Into You” (2009) E! News (N The Soup |Wanted |Fashion Police Fashion Police (N) Chelsea |E! News Chelsea |Fashion Police Chelsea |The Soup
ENC 180) | * * “Absolute Power” (1997) \H “The Alamo” (2004) Dennis Quaid. (In Stereo) *%x “The Rock” (1996) Sean Connery. (In Stereo) \** “Waterworld” (1995) Kevin Costner. ** “Action Jackson” (1988) (In Stereo) Straw
ESPN 28 2013 Wimble. [Around  [Pardon  [SportsCenter (N) [NASCAR [NASCAR Racing [X Games Munich. From Munich, Germany. (N Same-day Tape [SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
ESPN2 29 (25 |Golf U.S. Women’s Open Championship, Second Round. (N) |X Games Munich. From Munich, Germany. Boxing Friday Night Fights. (N) (Live) € SportsCenter (N) [SportsCenter (N) |Baseball Tonight (N) |SportsNation
EWIN 74 Donut Cross Truth Church  [Faith [Daily Mass Life on the Rock Campus [Rosary  [Crossing [Evange |Fr.Rutler [Women of Grace [Daily Mass Life on the Rock
FAM 62 @0 |'70s "70s "70s "70s |Funny Home Videos [Dancing [Dancing [Daddy  [Melissa |* “Zookeeper” (2011) Kevin James. The 700 Club & [Prince [Prince  [Paid [Paid Paid [Paid
Mother  |Two Men |Two Men |*x “Iron Man 2” (2010, Action) Robert Downey Jr. *% “X-Men Origins: Wolverine” (2009, Action) Hugh Jackman. ** “Predators” (2010) Adrien Brody. * “Babylon A.D.” (2008) Vin Diesel.
Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report [FOX Report The O'Reilly Factor  [Hannity (N) [Greta Van Susteren  |The O'Reilly Factor  [Hannity Greta Van Susteren  [The Five
West-Customs Boysin [Stunt Game  [UFC |Golf Life [Twins MLB Baseball Kansas City Royals at Minnesota Twins. (N) (Live) Twins Boysin |World Poker Tour MLB Baseball: Royals at Twins
PGA Tour Golf PGA Tour Golf Central  [PGA Tour Golf AT&T National, Second Round. & Central  [19th Hole [PGA Tour Golf Big
HALL 22 The Waltons The Waltons & Little House/Prairie  |Little House/Prairie | “Space Warriors” (2013, Adventure) ¢l Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Golden \Golden Golden Golden Cheers Cheers
HGTV 54 Million Dollar Rooms |Million Dollar Rooms |Hunt Intl \Hunt Intl  [Hunt Intl \Hunt Intl  |You Live in What? Extreme Homes (N)  |Hunters |HuntIntl |HuntIntl |HuntIntl |Extreme Homes Hunters [HuntIntl |HuntIntl [Hunt Intl
HIST 46 Planet Egypt € The Lost Pyramid American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers
KAUN 15 Movin’ On Naked City Tarzan  [Cis.Kid |Hopalong [McCoys [Hillbillies [Ozzie Highway to Heaven  |The Saint Route 66 Da Vinci’s Inquest Cold Case Files Cold Squad
KWSD 12 (33) |Dragnet |Adam-12 |Emergency! ‘Kids’  |Rifleman |Rifleman |M*A*S*H [M*A*S*H |Bewitch |Jeannie |Mary [Van Dyke [OddCple [Hogan  |Gallery  [Perry Mason & [Kojak [Honeym  [Mission: Impossible
LIFE 58 Wife Swap &l Wife Swap &l Hoarders Hoarders & Hoarders € Hoarders € Hoarders € Hoarders €2 Hoarders €2 Hoarders €2 Hoarders €
MSNBC 66 Martin Bashir (N) Hardball Matthews PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews | All In With Chris Rachel Maddow The Last Word Documentary Documentary Documentary Documentary
NICK 32 Kung Fu [Sponge. |[Sponge. [Sponge. [Sanjay [Sanjay  [Turtles [Turtles |Turtles [Turties  [FullH’se [FullH'se |[Nanny  [Nanny  |Friends [Friends |Friends |[Friends [George |George Lopez & [George
RFDTV (3D [Boot  |Nashville |RFD-TV Live (N) Farmwk. |[Gilley's |Jimmy  [Porter Family Reunion JoeyRory |Reporter |Profess. |Rodeo  [Penny G [TruCoun |Paid |Paid Paid |American [Boot |Paid
SOAP Beverly Hills, 90210  |Veronica Mars € \Veronica Mars &) Young & Restless Days of our Lives General Hospital Young & Restless Days of our Lives General Hospital All My Children All My Children
SPEED 63 (28) |NASCAR Racing NASCAR Racing [Track SP Cen  [Moto-Cause [Moto-Cause [Moto-Cause [NASCAR Racing NASCAR Racing [Track Unique Whips
SPIKE 30 *%x “Scarface” (1983, Crime Drama) Al Pacino, Michelle Pfeiffer. (In Stereo) € *% “Rambo” (2008) Sylvester Stallone. (In Stereo) [**x “The Departed” (2006) Leonardo DiCaprio. Premiere. (In Stereo) Bar Rescue
|STARZ *x “Hidalgo” (2004) Viggo Mortensen. *x “To Rome With Love” (2012) Da Vinci’s Demons  [Magic City (N) & [Magic City & [Magic City &2 *xx “21 Jump Street” (2012) @ “Men in Black 3”
SYFY 44 “Seattle Superstorm” (2012) Esai Morales. ** “Polar Storm” (2009) Jack Coleman. WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) €2 |Continuum (N) | Defiance & Continuum Defiance Warehouse 13 g
TBS 36 (57 |Friends  [Friends  [Friends [King King [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Fam. Guy [Fam.Guy [*** “Transformers” (2007, Action) Shia LaBeouf. & (DVS) There  [There  [There  [There  [“Going-Dist”
TCM 76 ** “Cannery Row” (1982) Nick Nolte. *% “Mrs. Soffel” (1984) Diane Keaton. *%* “The Leopard Man” [*x “Deadline at Dawn” & *xx “Murder, My Sweet” (1944) *x “The Big Sleep” (1946) kg (DVS)
TLC 43 SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes |SayYes [Randy Rescue SayYes [SayYes [Randy Rescue SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes
TNT 37 Castle @ Castle @ Castle “Overkill” Castle g ** “Red” (2010, Action) Bruce Willis. 72 Hours (N) &2 King & Maxwell Perception o *x “Angels & Demons” (2009)
TOON 42 (38) |Total Dra. [Total Dra. [Grojband |Adven  [Adven  [Regular |Regular [Teen Cartoon Planet King/Hill [King/Hill [American [American |Fam.Guy [Fam.Guy |Chicken [China, IL [Squidbill. [American [American [Fam. Guy
TRAV 24 Bizarre Foods Food \Food Bizarre Foods Food Food Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures The Dead Files (N) The Dead Files Ghost Adventures The Dead Files The Dead Files
TRUTV 52 Wipeout Wipeout €a Cops Cops Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Worked |Worked |Lizard \Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard Lizard
TVFN 56 (3D [Unwrap  [Unwrap [Unwrap [Unwrap [Diners Diners Restaurant: Im. Diners Diners Diners Diners My.Din  |My.Din  |Diners Diners Diners  [Diners My.Din  |My.Din  |Diners Diners
TVLND 47 Bonanza “Dead and Gone” \M*A*S*H M*A*S*H  |M*A*S*H  |'Til Death \‘Til Death |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends @ The Exes |Friends |Friends |Friends
UNI El Gordo y la Flaca \Primer Impacto (N)  |Casa Notic. Corazon Indomable  |Porque el Am. Amores Verdaderos  |Qué Bonito Amor Impacto  |Noticiero |Familia-Suerte Zacatillo, un Conducta |Casa
USA 31 Law & Order: SVU \Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene “Cirque Du Freak”
VH1 39 T.I-Tiny [Couples Therapy [*** “The Lost Boys” (1987) (In Stereo) [*x “Little Black Book” (2004) Brittany Murphy. Stevie TV_[Hit the Floor [Stevie TV [Love, Hip Hop *xx “New Jack City” (1991) (In Stereo)
WE Rose.  [Rose.  [Rose.  [Rose.  [Marriage Boot [Bridezillas [Bridezillas (N) [Marriage Boot Pregnant & Dating  [Marriage Boot Bridezillas Pregnant & Dating  [Marriage Boot
WGN 16 (48) |Walker, Tex. Ranger |Law Order: CI |Funny Home Videos |Funny Home Videos |Mother  [Mother  |Mother  [Mother  |MLB Baseball Chicago Cubs at Seattle Mariners. (N) (Live) News  [Scrubs |30 Rock [Sunny
Appreciation

Gandolfini: The Big-Hearted Man Behind A Mob Boss

BY ROBERT LLOYD
© 2013, Los Angeles Times

James Gandolfini, the most im-
portant actor in the most influen-
tial television series of the last
decade and a half, died suddenly
Wednesday, in Italy. He was only
51, and though he been a busy
working actor — in film and on-
stage as well as on TV — for two
decades, and had (with writer
David Chase) created a character
for the ages, he was also at what,
especially in light of an early
death, felt like the beginning of
his career.

Even though he spent the
years of “The Sopranos” and after-
ward taking parts that told the
world there was more to him than
a New Jersey mob boss — that is
to say, waste management con-
sultant — its length and depth, its
cultural mass, guarantee that
Tony Soprano is the role for
which he’ll be most remembered.
Tony was more than a character,
of course; he was the fulcrum of a
shared experience, the instru-
ment of a new age of television.
“Breaking Bad” and Walter White
owe him everything.

If it is impossible to imagine

KEN HIVELY/LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT
James Gandolfini backstage at the Emmy Awards show at Los Angeles’s Shrine Auditorium in 2000. Gandolfini
died on Wednesday, June 19, at 51.

band, a frequently exasperated
boss, a person of more than aver-
age intelligence but limited vi-
sion, a thug not without
sensitivity or a sense of humor
and, in ways that mattered to the
audience, at least, better than
the men who surrounded him.

It was always a little bit of a
shock, in the “Sopranos” years,
to see the actor as himself, to
find him relieved of Tony’s spiri-
tual heaviness, the Dorian Gray
crust of sins he wore just be-
neath the skin when he played
the character. With Tony So-
prano, he emphasized mass and
force, but like many big men —
like, Oliver Hardy, say, whom he
could have played with aplomb
— Gandolfini was light on his
feet, graceful and elegant in spite
of his size. It’s instructive to
watch him in the first episodes of
“The Sopranos’” sixth season,
when, in a coma, he dreamed
himself an “ordinary person,” or
as the sensitive gay hit man he
plays in “The Mexican,” or lip-
syncing Engelbert Humperdinck
in John Turturro’s “Romance &
Cigarettes,” or as the fond, if de-
manding father in “Not Fade
Away,” the film that reunited him

“The Sopranos” without Tony —
indeed, the show ended with what
is generally, if not unanimously,
taken to represent the snuffing
out of his consciousness — it is
also impossible to imagine Tony
without Gandolfini.

The casting was bold and al-
most subversively counterintu-
itive. In the normal way of
Hollywood, where physiognomy
is destiny, Gandolfini might have
spent his life in the sort of sup-

porting roles that had earlier de-
fined his career, limited by his
ethnicity, his bulk, his encroach-
ing baldness. Among its other
gifts to television, “The Sopranos”
demonstrated that star quality
does not depend upon Holly-
wood'’s narrow conception of
good looks. (Even in gangster
films, the leads have traditionally
been conventionally handsome. In
“The Sopranos,” by contrast, the
too-handsome character was al-

ways somehow to be regarded
with suspicion.)

Gandolfini was only 37 — oy,
in acting-life terms, already 37 —
when “The Sopranos” premiered
in January 1999. (Its six seasons
took until 2007 to complete.) He
had played thugs and gangsters
before, across the 1990s, in films
including “True Romance,” “Ter-
minal Velocity,” “The Juror” and
“Get Shorty.” But this was some-
thing different: a bad man in a

psychological crisis triggered by
a family of ducks leaving his
backyard pool — a character
that could easily have become a
joke (not that there wasn’t com-
edy to be played) in the hands of
alesser actor.

Tony was, as the situation de-
manded, a villain, a hero, a sex
symbol and a slob. He was a put-
upon son, a concerned if mis-
guided father, a philandering
though not exactly disloyal hus-

with David Chase.

There was a softness, and a
sweetness to Gandolfini — quali-
ties that, indeed, may have been
what kept Tony Soprano bear-
able company through the years.
Because even taking the part of a
most violent man, he could not
hide, or chose not to, what was
clear for us to see: that he was an
artist.

World War
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a hopeful vision on it, that appeals to peo-

“The real world has real things to
worry about,” said Enos. “To be scared in
a safe way, by something we know is not
possible, it allows you to play. There’s

the release of “World War Z,” which imag-
ines a world in which the bite of the un-
dead turns you into a homicidal maniac in
10 seconds, and for the rest of your unlife.
Whether it’s a classic of a genre that in-
cludes such dubious entries as “Zombies

when he

e 28 DAYS LATER (2002) Danny Boyle
was a long way from “Slumdog Millionaire”

directed this popular update on

the zombie-virus genre, which revised a
few of the tropes (fast zombies, for in-
stance) and created a disturbingly plausi-

reminded of in Glasgow is that there’s a
real mystique to moviemaking — as long
as people aren’t overly familiar with it.”

Are they overly familiar with zombies?
“WWZ” may be the biggest development
in necrophilia since “Night of the Living
Dead,” but the genre has been getting a
workout in recent years, from AMC’s hit
“The Walking Dead,” to “Shaun of the
Dead,” “Dawn of the Dead,” “Juan of the
Dead,” “Land of the Dead,” “28 Days Later”
and “l Am Legend.”

“I think ‘World War Z’ is more than just
a zombie movie,” said Gardner, “but the
representations on-screen of all these
apocalyptic visions, I think, have to do
with the fact that things in the world are
happening so fast, and if you can create
something like we have and somehow put

something fundamentally satisfying in
being scared this way. It’s pretend.”

“But if you wanted to let your brain
go,” she added, somewhat ominously,
“zombies are a metaphor for a lot of
things we don'’t deal with ...” like immigra-
tion, disease, xenophobia, terrorism and
isms of every imaginable variety.

“I'hope that’s true,” said Gardner, “be-
cause [ think it’s true of the best entertain-
ment, that people can bring their own
baggage, and apply their own values and
expectations to it. Or, of course, they can
just sit back and be entertained.”

THESE ZOMBIES LIVE ON

While vampires seem to be about im-
mortality and sex, zombies seem to be
about immortality and ... eeeeeyuck! Still,
this week the zombies are winning, with

on Broadway,” “Zombie Vegetarians” and
“Zombies! Zombies! Zombies!” remains to
be seen. Like zombies themselves, how-
ever, the following films have proved to
have staying power:

e NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD (1968)
Shot in glorious black and white, George
Romero’s proto-zombie nightmare (and
parable for the Vietnam era) was made for
$114,000, but paved the way for an entire
cemetery’s worth of undead cinema.

* ARMY OF DARKNESS (1992) Aka
“Evil Dead III,” this comedy shocker was
directed by Sam Raimi, who would go on
to, among other things, the “Spider-Man”
trilogy starring Tobey Maguire. It stars
cult actor Bruce Campbell, who, as Ash
Williams, is trapped in the Middle Ages
and has to battle a contingent of corpse-
like warriors to return to the present.

ble end-of-the-world atmosphere.

* RE-ANIMATOR (1985) Extremely
gory cult film directed by Stuart Gordon
and starring fan fave Jeffrey Combs is
based on H.P. Lovecraft’s “Herbert West —
Reanimator” and chronicles the antics of
West (Combs) in bringing the dead back
to life. Inspired “Bride of Re-Animator”
(1989) and “Beyond Re-Animator” (2003).

o THE CABINET OF DR. CALIGARI
(1920) German Expressionist masterpiece
and one of the more influential films of the
silent era, this horror film by Robert
Wiene stars Conrad Veidt (of “Casablanca”
fame) as the “somnambulist” Cesare, who
is kept in a coffin-like box and does the
evil bidding of the mysterious doctor of
the title. A zombie film for people who
don’t like zombie films.
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A Look
At When
Celebrity

Interviews
Go Wrong

BY NINA METZ
© 2013, Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO — Let us consider
for a moment the Hollywood per-
formance that never gets nomi-
nated for awards but can be just
as indelible as any Oscar-winning
role. 'm referring to the celebrity
interview that goes viral.

Typically interviews that are
done during a movie’s press tour
have an ephemeral quality. But
every once in a while you get a
performance, as if the actor de-
cided to give the world a bonus
sideshow.

Earlier this year while promot-
ing “Oz the Great and Powerful,”
Mila Kunis charmed the pants off
anyone with a pulse when she
playfully went off-message with a
blundering BBC radio reporter.
The interview has logged 11.5 mil-
lion views on YouTube. But was it
instrumental in helping the movie
gross $500 million worldwide?
Probably not.

What about the interview from
hell? Recently, within a span of a
few days, the celebrity-industrial
complex gave us three con-
tentious showdowns between a
movie star and a reporter.

Exhibit A: Jesse Eisenberg was
maybe kind of terrible to an
equally terrible Univision re-
porter during a junket for “Now
You See Me.”

Exhibit B: Jonah Hill was
crabby in a Rolling Stone piece
pegged to his new comedy “This
Is the End.”

Exhibit C: Rhys Ifans, the
British actor best known as Hugh
Grant’s lanky roommate in “Not-
ting Hill,” went scorched-earth on
Times of London reporter Janice
Turner while promoting a TV
drama airing in the UK.

Each is a performance of epic
proportions, and just the latest in
a long tradition of combative in-
terviews. It’s hard to know ex-
actly why these things go off the
rails. Celebrities and journalists
are both guilty of unprofessional
and less-than-polite behavior.
Publicity interviews are strange
even under the best circum-
stances. An artificial but collegial
relationship has to spontaneously
occur between two people who
have often never met. That be-
comes complicated if one side of
the equation is having a bad day.
Or if both parties dislike each
other on sight. (See: Eisenberg
and Univision’s Romina Puga.)

If you do this job long enough
— be it actor or journalist — you
will encounter your share of un-
comfortable interviews. The end
product can be shocking and no-
torious and, of course, entertain-
ing for all its schadenfreude.

“Nina, this is so boring, you
have to move it along,” Ethel
Kennedy told me minutes into our
conversation last fall about the
HBO bio doc “Ethel.” That inter-
view was a master class in “Have |
done something wrong or does
this person really just not want to
talk?”

My colleague Luis Gomez had
his own run-in this spring with a
movie star who came through
Chicago in service of the Jackie
Robinson baseball film “42”: “If
getting reamed by the notoriously
grumpy Harrison Ford is a rite of
passage for entertainment re-
porters, you could say [ was fi-
nally initiated into the club.”

Interviews in service of a
movie are blatantly transactional
relationships. At their worst they
can leave everyone involved feel-
ing dirty: “Because (actors) hate
the game too,” Turner writes in
her Ifans piece, “and particularly
since it is mainly conducted in
hotel suites, you feel as if you're
engaged in an odd form of prosti-
tution, one where it remains un-
clear who is the hooker and who
the john.”

You have to assume most as-
pects of an actor’s celebrity are
calculated. Lainey Lui is a re-
porter for “etalk” (a version of
“Access Hollywood” that airs in
Canada) and she also runs
Laineygossip.com, an addictive
website that analyzes the ways in
which celebrity images are
shaped and manipulated.

“Tommy Lee Jones is notori-
ous for not being the best at an
interview,” Lui said by way of ex-
ample. Entertainment Weekly in-
terviewed him for “Lincoln” with
a headline that said it all: “Who’s
Afraid of Tommy Lee Jones? Just
about everybody!” “But that fits
into the Tommy Lee Jones
brand,” said Lui. “So is it going to
hurt him to be truculent with
journalists? No.”
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