
louder.”
Patty Hansen can still hear

the tornado’s sounds howling all
around them.

“It sounded like bowling balls
falling over us,” she said. “The
storm took our shed, and debris
was flying. A rafter from the shed
hit our propane tank, cut the line
and our house filled with
propane. We had to get out of the
house, in the middle of the
storm.”

As the family tried to flee the
house, they found their escape
blocked.

“We opened the door, and our
garage was half-gone and the
roof was down on our vehicles,”
she said. “The electricity was off,
so we couldn’t open the garage
door. Paul drove through the
garage door to get out.”

Once outside, Hansen said
she was stunned by the bright-
ness. “The lightning was so
bright that it was like strobe
lights. There was constant light
everywhere,” she said.

The Hansens headed for the
home of Paul’s parents, just
across the road. However, they
found the short distance littered
like an obstacle course.

“There was so much debris
that it was tough just getting
across the road,” Patty said. “By
the time we got over (to the in-
laws’ house) it was so dark.”

Marlette remembers a feeling
of safety upon reaching the other
home.

“Their house was actually
built into the side of a hill, so we
were mostly underground, even
on the top floor, so it was safe,”
she said. “I feel really lucky that
we left (the Hansens’ house)
when we did, or we may not still
be here. I was told that, after the
tornado, I said, ‘Uncle Paul is my
hero.’”

The Hansens couldn’t return
to their home for three days be-
cause of the damage and the
propane leak. They stayed in a
hotel for a week until their house
was habitable. Besides the roof
damage, the basement flooded
when the sump pumps stopped
running because of the power
outage. In addition, new siding
was needed for the house.

The Hansens found some
bizarre sights when sizing up the
storm’s aftermath.

“In the shed, all of our vehi-
cles were pushed to the middle
and swirled around. It was like
the storm just spun everything in
a circle,” she said. “Wood from
our shed went two feet down
into the ditch. It was like it was
drilled into the ground. Collin’s
battery-operated car was twisted
in a tree. And we couldn’t walk
through our ditch because of all
the debris.”

The Hansens realized their
dog had been caught in the
storm. They located the canine
two miles to the west, but it suf-
fered head injuries and was put
down.

The tiniest find was perhaps
the most unusual one, Patty said.

“My daughter kept rubbing
her ears, so my sister took her to

the clinic. Here, they found two
little rocks in Elizabeth’s ear,”
she said. “The wind was so pow-
erful that it had blown the rocks
into her ear. For three or four
days, this baby had tiny stones
implanted in her ear.”

The Hansens went camping
the following weekend at Yank-
ton but still couldn’t escape a
tornado. “We sat out at the (Mis-
souri) River, and people were
freaking out in their tents,” Patty
said.

A couple of years later, Mar-
lette saw the formation of a fun-
nel in the distance, which
prompted memories of her own
tornado experience. “I thought it
was cool but also how scary it
was,” she said.

For the most part, though,
she doesn’t relive the Parker
memories a decade later. 

“I don’t really think about it,
unless somebody mentions tor-
nadoes, or Mom and I watch (the
television program) ‘Storm
Chasers’ and there is an episode
about the South Dakota torna-
does,” she said.

Patty Hansen teaches middle
school in Sioux Falls and uses
her experiences as a teaching
moment.

“Our seventh and eighth
graders study the weather unit,
and I bring my little scrapbook
and let them look at it,” she said.
“The students think it’s cool they
can study a tornado, and a lot of
them remember (the Parker tor-
nado) because they were 4 or 5
years old at the time. But they
just can’t wrap their heads
around it.”

And how does Hansen feel
about her experience on the tor-
nado’s 10th anniversary? She ad-
mits she takes bad weather more
in stride than her husband.

“In my mind, of you survived
once when a tornado hit, you’re
not going to get hit again,” she
said.

A FATAL STORM
Growing up in Connecticut,

Sally Schroeder was terrified of
tornados as an unknown quan-
tity when she moved to Ne-
braska. For the most part,
though, she had little experience
with twisters.

Until that June night in 2003.
As she went into her house,

Schroeder experienced an eerie
feeling.

“I remember it getting com-
pletely calm. It was the most
humid evening I ever experi-

enced in my life,” she said. “I had
worked in the yard all day, so I
took a shower. When I got done,
my husband said I should come
downstairs because the weather
wasn’t looking good — and he
never said that.”

John Schroeder’s instincts
were on target. The couple and
their 12-year-old son, Seth, were
listening to weather reports after
taking shelter in the basement.

“All we had was an old ear-
phone AM-FM radio that some-
one won at a post-prom party,”
Sally said. “Seth was listening to
it, and they said a tornado was in
Coleridge and to become aware
of it.”

The tornado hit the Coleridge
substation, and the town lost
power. For the most part, the
Schroeders thought the brunt of
the storm had missed them.

“We went to bed, and shortly
after that, we got a phone call
that John’s sister and brother-in-
law (who lived outside of town)
had their farm wiped off the
planet,” Sally said.

The Schroeders quickly
learned the tornado had covered
a swath 13 miles long and 1,200
yards wide. “We live on the ‘main
drag’ in Coleridge, and the storm
hit exactly a half-mile north of
us,” Sally said.

The Schroeders sped out of
town to help their family, but
they ran into tremendous obsta-
cles.

“We were driving over huge
trees and limbs. We blew out the
tires on John’s pickup truck,”
Sally said. “The windshield
wipers quit working in a torren-
tial storm, and we had debris all
the way out there (to the farm). I
remember saying, ‘This is ridicu-
lous,’ going across all these tree
branches.”

The Schroeders stopped at a
friend’s farm to borrow a truck.
They were stunned to see a
portable sewing machine and tel-
evision in the driveway, moved
by the storm’s fury.

“We got out of the truck and
heard the hissing of gas lines,”
she said.

The Schroeders didn’t find
anyone at first but eventually
made contact with someone for
assistance. Then they learned
the worst — a friend had been
killed at his farm because of the
tornado.

“I was just heartsick,” Sally
said.

While Coleridge residents
were coping with the storm’s full
fury, Cedar County, Neb., emer-

gency manager Kevin Garvin was
working with state and local offi-
cials to assess the situation and
implement action.

He gained an early indication
of the damage’s extent when one
of his deputies found Nebraska
Highway 57 impassable because
of a tree and debris blocking the
road.

Arriving in Coleridge, authori-
ties were hampered by the dark-
ness of night and the power
outages, Garvin said. The north-
west part of town took the
biggest hit, with indications the
tornado had picked up and then
dropped down on the other side
of town before dissipating two
miles later.

“Two homes were destroyed
for sure, and others were se-
verely damaged,” he said. “The
tornado picked up and lifted
over the top of the nursing
home. Trees knocked windows
out, and shingles were off. The
tornado was low enough to
cause damage, but high enough
that it didn’t take the building.”

Authorities sealed Coleridge
because of the dangerous condi-
tions with downed trees and

power lines. Roadblocks were set
up at each entrance to town,
with access limited to local resi-
dents, the media, law enforce-
ment and first responders.

State and federal officials ar-
rived in Coleridge, coordinating
efforts to ensure safety and secu-
rity, Garvin said. Coleridge was
declared a disaster area, and vol-
unteers arrived from a wide area
to help with clean-up.

“We had the first onset of vol-
unteers, and we had organiza-
tions such as the Civil Air
Patrol,” he said. “Then, that first
weekend (after the tornado), we
had church groups and even bus-
loads of people.”

Much clean-up work remained
to be done, Garvin said.

“The storm picked up farm
implements and tossed them
around. You had a 16-row John
Deere combine head that was
tossed two miles. We knew there
were some issues with storm de-
bris come harvest time,” he said.

“I remember three or four
cows that were picked up by the
tornado and taken elsewhere.
And they could tell by the spin of
the ground that crops had been
pulled out of the ground.”

Meanwhile, the Schroeders
tried to help their family mem-
bers any way they could. Be-
cause their house had escaped
relatively unscathed from the
storm, the Schroeders fed and
housed relatives with no place to
go.

“We became a safe haven for
all these people. We converted
our three-car garage as a place
for them,” Sally said. “I was plan-
ning how to feed them, then the
Red Cross just showed up from
Sioux City. They asked how many
people I was feeding. I said I did-
n’t know — 50, 60, 100. Then they
brought all these hamburgers
and other food.”

Sally said she developed sur-
vivor’s guilt, as her home es-
caped major damage in the midst
of others who were suffering.

“I had these beautiful hanging
plants that I had always babied
them along. But when our rela-
tives arrived, I took them down
and put them away,” she said. “I
just couldn’t leave those plants
hanging up, showing I had some-
thing pretty when others were
struggling. I thought to myself,
‘Wow, how did I become so
lucky?’”

Coleridgers grieved the loss
of the farmer killed by the tor-
nado, and they gathered for a
community event. Ten years
later, they will mark an anniver-
sary reminding them of the dev-
astation they faced but also their
resiliency and strong bond as a
community.

For Garvin, the Coleridge tor-
nado marked one of his first
major incidents as emergency
manager. He said he hasn’t seen
another storm of its nature in his
12 years in the position.

One thing has changed since
the Coleridge tornado, he said.
Technology has greatly improved
storm detection and public warn-
ings. He noted improvements
such as the radio control on the
siren and a battery backup.
Other things include a new cell
phone tower near Coleridge,
along with personal devices such
as cell phones and weather ra-
dios.

But the Coleridge tornado
also showed nature’s wrath and
the need for vigilance, Garvin
said.

“I have always been fasci-
nated by storms,” he said. “I was
a volunteer firefighter for 20
years, and I learned early on that
you watch for storms. It taught
you to respect them and the way
you look at them.” 

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf

 Thank you investors for your pledges 
 totaling $2,390,227 to date.

 Campaign Goal Exceeded to Fund Yankton’s 
 Economic Growth and Workforce Development

 Platinum - $100,000 or more

 Dakota Beverage
 James Steel, Inc.

 Midcontinent Communications
 Mount Marty College

 Applied Engineering, Inc.
 CorTrust Bank

 Dakota Trailer Manufacturing
 Eisenbraun & Associates, Inc.

 Kolberg-Pioneer
 KVTK-KVHT

 KYNT-KK 93 -KDAM

 Larry & Dianne Ness
 Northwestern Energy

 Slowey Construction, Inc.
 WNAX/104.1 The Wolf

 Yankton Media
 Yankton Medical Clinic, P.C.

 Gold $50,000-$99,999

 Avera Sacred Heart Hospital
 First Dakota National Bank

 First National Bank South Dakota
 Sapa Extrusions
 Yankton County

 Bronze $5,000-$24,999
 Baldwin Filters

 Bernard Properties
 Mike &  Darcie Briggs

 Dakota Archery & Outdoor Sports
 Days Inn, Yankton

 Drotzmann Construction, L.L.C.
 Mike Dellinger

 Echo Electric Supply
 EMJ  Company

 Fejfar Plumbing & Heating
 First Chiropractic Center
 Gehl Power Products, Inc.

 Home Federal Bank
 David Hosmer & Steph Tamisiea

 Wayne & Lori Ibarolle
 John A. Conkling Distributing

 Johnson, Miner, Marlow, Woodward & Huff Prof., LLC
 Randy & Linda Johnson

 Kaiser Heating & Cooling/Power Source Electric
 Kennedy, Pier &  Knoff, L.L.P.

 Don &  Pam Kettering
 Lewis & Clark Hydraulics

 Lewis & Clark Specialty Hospital
 Masonry Components
 MidAmerican Energy
 Minervas Grill & Bar

 M.T. &  R.C. Smith Insurance, Inc.
 MtronPTI

 Aaron & Jaime Ness
 Rob & Amber Ness

 Opsahl-Kostel Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.
 Lynn &  Shelly Peterson

 Pam & Bob Rezac
 Rupiper’s Travel & Tours
 Sacred Heart Monastery

 Services Center Federal Credit Union
 Rob & Lori Stephenson

 Vishay Dale Electronics, Inc.
 Vision Real Estate Services
 William Randall Publishing
 Williams & Company, P.C.

 Wintz & Ray Funeral Home
 Yankton Motor Company -  John Hagemann

 Yankton Rexall

 Chuck &  Barb Aman
 Devin &  Alison Anderson

 Animal Health Clinic
 Ben’s

 Brian & Amy Beran
 Blackburn & Stevens, Prof. LLC

 Boller Printing/Yankton County Observer
 Boston Shoes to Boots
 Bow Creek Metal, Inc.

  Todd & Danyal Chance
 Neil Connot 

 Dayhuff Enterprises
 Brad & Sheryl Dykes
 Curt & Julie Dykstra

 Dan &  Patti Eisenbraun
 Doug &  Karen Ekeren

 Embroidery & Screen Works, Inc.
 Empire Products, Inc.

 Farm Bureau Financial Services, Doug Frederick
 Floor Tec - Tom &  Nancy Langdon

 Nate & Michelle Franzen
 Gerstner Oil Co.

 Copper $500-$4,999
 Charlie Gross

 Tanya Hacecky
 Hatch Furniture & Flooring

 Mike &  Gerrie Healy
 Hedahls Auto Plus

 JJ  Benji’s Screen Printing & 
 Embroidery

 Jeff & Amy Johnson
 Jeff & Amy Jones

 Wayne & Marjorie Kindle
 Kline’s Jewelry

 Jae &  Tina Koletzky
 Kopetsky’s Ace Hardware

 Ron & Pat Kraft
 L&S Electric

  Lewis & Clark Realty, Inc.
 Mannes Architects

 Mead Lumber
 Meridian Title of Yankton County

 Marc & Julie Mooney
 Marcy Moser

 Riverfront Dental
 Roger’s Family Pharmacy

 Carmen Schramm
 Jim &  Stacy Schramm

 Allen Sinclair
 Joleen & Randy Smith
 Somsen Agency, Inc.

 South Dakota Magazine 
 Deb Specht

 State Farm - Rhonda Wesseln
 State Farm - Roy Wilcox

 Stern Oil Co., Inc. 
 Tom’s Electric
 Joe & Patti Vig

 Matt & Alyssa Walters
 Jack & Tiffany Weeks

 Brad & Nancy Wenande
 Jay Werth

 Willcockson Eye Associates
 Katie Wintz-Vision Real Estate
 Wohlenberg, Ritzman & Co., LLC

 Yankton Insurance Agency
 Yankton Title Company

 Silver $25,000-$49,999

 Become an investor and supporter of YES 2 !
 Your contribution will ensure the  continued success of the YES! campaign 
 that creates new jobs, training and education opportunities.

 Wish to 
 contribute?

 Northtown Automotive
 Shur-Co

 Wells Fargo Bank

 To become an investor contact:
 Mike Dellinger, President

  Yankton Area Progressive Growth
 605-665-9011 • mdellinger@yanktonsd.com

 Thanks to 
 our investors!
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 Restonic Restonic
 Or tho Plush Or tho Plush

 Restonic Restonic
 Belmonte Belmonte
 Plush or Firm Plush or Firm

 Restonic Restonic
 Cancun Cancun

 Plush or Firm Plush or Firm

 Restonic Restonic
 Cancun Eurotop Cancun Eurotop

 1 / 2  Plush/Firm 1 / 2  Plush/Firm

 $ 399 $ 399  $ 599 $ 599

 $ 799 $ 799  $ 899 $ 899

 Queen Set Queen Set  Queen Set Queen Set

 Queen Set Queen Set
 Queen Set Queen Set

 Twin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $299/set Twin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $299/set
 Full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $379/set Full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $379/set

 Twin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $499/set Twin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $499/set
 Full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $579/set Full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $579/set
 King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $899/set King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $899/set

 Twin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $599/set Twin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $599/set
 Full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $779/set Full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $779/set
 King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1099/set King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1099/set

 Twin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $699/set Twin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $699/set
 Full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $879/set Full . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $879/set
 King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1199/set King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1199/set FREE Disposal 

 of Old Bed

 Monday 9-8
 Tuesday-Friday 9-5:30 

 Saturday 9-5

 $ 188
 Twin Size Sets Twin Size Sets

 Starting at Starting at
 $ 237
 Full Size Sets Full Size Sets

 Starting at Starting at

 8  
 T i m e   W i n n e r 8  
 T i m e   W i n n e r
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From Page 1

COURTESY PHOTO

This house was badly damaged by a tornado that struck in Nebraska ten years ago. A powerful F-2 tornado
struck near parker on June 24, 2013. Next week will mark the 10th anniversary of that storm, as well as the F-
4 tornado that struck near Coleridge, Neb., on June 23, 2003, killing one person.


