
BY JERI CLAUSING
Associated Press

DEL NORTE, Colo. — A
colossal wildfire near a popu-
lar summer retreat in south-
ern Colorado continues to be
driven by winds and fueled
by dead trees in a drought-
stricken area, authorities said
Sunday. 

The weather has pre-
vented fire crews from mak-
ing progress on the blaze,
which grew overnight to 108
square miles, up from 100 on
Saturday. The speed with
which the fire has spread is
exceptional: It was just below
50 square miles Friday
evening. 

No structures have been
lost in the fire, and no injuries
have been reported.

It is doubtful fire crews
could establish any contain-
ment lines until there’s a
break in the weather, possibly
Tuesday, officials said. They
remained optimistic they can
protect the town, however.

As of Sunday, officials fire-
fighters remained focused on
protecting South Fork, the
Wolf Creek ski area and
homes along Highway 149.

Crews hoped to get air-
craft up to drop water over
the fire before afternoon
winds of 30 to 40 miles an
hour returned Sunday. Pete

Blume, a commander with the
Rocky Mountain Type 1 Inci-
dent Command Team, said
the wildfire is the worst ever
known to hit the Rio Grande
National Forest.

“It’s not typical to have
these kinds of fires here,”
said Blume. “But beetle kill
and drought is also not the
norm.”

Firefighters are hoping for
a break in the high winds as
well as the anticipated July
monsoons to help them fight
back the flames. Until then,
Blume said, “with that much
beetle kill and drought we
could have every resource in
the country here and still not
put in a containment line.”

Still, fire officials believe
portions of the blaze will
likely burn all summer in
forested, nonresidential
areas, with full extinguish-
ment probably months away. 

The lightning-sparked

blaze started June 5, but its
rapid advance Friday
prompted the evacuation of
hundreds of visitors and the
town’s 400 permanent
residents.

Residents and tourists
were settling in for a long
wait before they can return to
their homes, cabins and RV
parks.

“They just said they had
no idea how long it would be
before we could back in
South Fork,” said Mike Duffy,
who owns the South Fork
Lodge.

Duffy said he and his wife,
Mary, were able to get their
personal possessions before
fleeing fast-advancing flames
that officials initially feared
would overtake the town. But
with the fire still within three
miles of South Fork, they are
worried about the long-term
impact of a prolong evacua-
tion and news reports about
the fire raging around the
tourism-dependent town. 

Summer visitors include
many retirees from Texas and
Oklahoma who come to the
mountains to flee the heat.

South Fork Mayor Ken-
neth Brooke estimates that
between 1,000 to 1,500 people
had to flee, including the
summer visitors and perma-
nent residents. 
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Many Calgary Residents Return Home
CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — About 65,000 residents of

Calgary were being allowed to return to their homes Sun-
day to assess the damage from flooding that has left Al-
berta’s largest city awash in debris and dirty water.

Some were returning to properties spared by flooding,
but others were facing extensive repairs to homes and
businesses.

About 75,000 people had to leave at the height of the
crisis as the Elbow and Bow rivers surged over their banks
Thursday night. Three bodies have been recovered since
the flooding began in southern Alberta and a fourth person
was still missing.

“We’ve turned a corner, but we are still in a state of
emergency,” Calgary Mayor Naheed Nenshi said. “Our
hearts and thought and prayers are with our colleagues
downstream.”

People in the eastern part of the province headed for
higher ground as the flood threat remained. In Medicine
Hat, Alberta, thousands of people have left their homes as
water levels rose on the South Saskatchewan River. The
river was not expected to crest until Monday, but by Sun-
day morning it was lapping over its banks in low-lying
areas and people were busy laying down thousands of
sandbags.

Mandela’s Condition Turns Critical
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Nelson Mandela’s health has

deteriorated and he is now in critical condition, the South
African government said Sunday.

The office of President Jacob Zuma said in a statement
that he had visited the 94-year-old anti-apartheid leader at
a hospital Sunday evening and was informed by the med-
ical team that Mandela’s condition had become critical in
the past 24 hours.

“The doctors are doing everything possible to get his
condition to improve and are ensuring that Madiba is well-
looked after and is comfortable. He is in good hands,”
Zuma said in the statement, using Mandela’s clan name.

Zuma also met Graca Machel, Mandela’s wife, at the
hospital in Pretoria and discussed the former leader’s con-
dition, according to the statement. Zuma was accompanied
on the visit by Cyril Ramaphosa, the deputy president of
the country’s ruling party, the African National Congress.

Mandela was jailed for 27 years under white racist rule
and released in 1990. He then played a leading role in steer-
ing the divided country from the apartheid era to democ-
racy, becoming South Africa’s first black president in
all-race elections in 1994. He was hospitalized on June 8 for
what the government said was a recurring lung infection.

Court Has Options With Gay Marriage
WASHINGTON (AP) — The waiting is almost over.
Sometime in the next week or so, the Supreme Court

will announce the outcomes in cases on California’s Propo-
sition 8 ban on same-sex marriage and the federal Defense
of Marriage Act.

The federal law, known by the shorthand DOMA, de-
fines marriage as the union of a man and a woman and
therefore keeps legally married gay Americans from col-
lecting a range of federal benefits that generally are avail-
able to married people.

The justices have a lengthy menu of options from which
to choose. They might come out with rulings that are sim-
ple, clear and dramatic. Or they might opt for something
narrow and legalistic.

The court could strike down dozens of state laws that
limit marriage to heterosexual couples, but it also could
uphold gay marriage bans or say nothing meaningful about
the issue at all.

Girl Scouts Cope With Numerous Woes
NEW YORK (AP) — Given the friction and financial

woes facing the Girl Scouts these days, perhaps it’s time
for a giant friendship circle. Under that long-standing tradi-
tion, a ring of Scouts clasp hands and give a little squeeze,
accompanied by a silent wish of good will.

Just a year after its centennial celebrations, the Girl
Scouts of the USA finds itself in a different sort of squeeze.
Its interconnected problems include declining membership
and revenues, a dearth of volunteers, rifts between leader-
ship and grassroots members, a pension plan with a $347
million deficit, and an uproar over efforts by many local
councils to sell venerable summer camps.

The tangle of difficulties has prompted one congress-
man to request an inquiry by the House Ways and Means
Committee into the pension liabilities and the sale of
camps.

“I am worried that America’s Girl Scouts are now selling
cookies to fund pension plans instead of camping,” wrote
Rep. Bruce Braley, D-Iowa, in a letter last month to the
committee chairman.

Compounding the problems are tensions at GSUSA
headquarters in New York, where several senior executives
have quit or been ousted since Anna Maria Chavez took
over as CEO in 2011. Last week, some of the roughly 325
employees there were invited to take early retirement, and
Chavez said an unspecified number of layoffs were ex-
pected in August to offset the revenue losses.

BY ZARAR KHAN AND SEBASTIAN ABBOT
Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Islamic militants dis-
guised as policemen killed 10 foreign
climbers and a Pakistani guide in a
brazen overnight raid against their
campsite at the base of one of the
world’s tallest mountains in northern
Pakistan, officials said Sunday. 

The Pakistani Taliban claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack at the base
camp of Nanga Parbat, saying it was to
avenge the death of their deputy leader
in a U.S. drone strike last month.

The attack took place in an area that
has largely been peaceful, hundreds of
kilometers (miles) from the Taliban’s
major sanctuaries along the Afghan bor-
der. But the militant group, which has
been waging a bloody insurgency
against the government for years, has
shown it has the ability to strike almost
anywhere in the country.

The Taliban began their attack by ab-

ducting two local guides to take them to
the remote base camp in Gilgit-Baltisan,
said Pakistani Interior Minister
Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan. One of the
guides was killed in the shooting, and
the other has been detained for ques-
tioning. The attackers disguised them-
selves by wearing uniforms used by the
Gilgit Scounts, a paramilitary force that
patrols the area, Khan said.

Around 15 gunmen attacked the
camp at around 11 p.m. Saturday, said
the Alpine Club of Pakistan, which spoke
with a local guide, Sawal Faqir, who sur-
vived the shooting. They began by beat-
ing the mountaineers and taking away
any mobile and satellite phones they
could find, as well as everyone’s money,
said the club in a statement. 

Some climbers and guides were able
to run away, but those that weren’t were
shot dead, said the club. Faqir was able
to hide a satellite phone and eventually
used it to notify authorities of the attack. 

Attaur Rehman, the home secretary

in Gilgit-Baltistan, said 10 foreigners and
one Pakistani were killed in the attack.
The dead foreigners included three
Ukrainians, two Slovakians, two Chinese,
one Lithuanian, one Nepalese and one
Chinese-American, according to Rehman
and tour operators who were working
with the climbers. Matt Boland, the act-
ing spokesman at the U.S. Embassy in Is-
lamabad, confirmed that an American
citizen was among the dead, but could
not say whether it was a dual Chinese
national.

The shooting — one of the worst at-
tacks on foreigners in Pakistan in recent
years — occurred in a stunning part of
the country that has seen little violence
against tourists, although it has experi-
enced attacks by radical Sunni Muslims
on minority Shiites in recent years.

Pakistani Taliban spokesman Ahsan-
ullah Ahsan claimed responsibility for
the attack, saying their Jundul Hafsa fac-
tion carried out the shooting as retalia-
tion for the death of the Taliban’s
deputy leader, Waliur Rehman, in a U.S.
drone attack on May 29.

Pakistan

Militants Kill 10 Tourists
U.S. Embassy: American Citizen Among Dead

BY HAMZA HENDAWI
Associated Press

CAIRO — Wading into an in-
creasingly volatile fray, Egypt’s
military on Sunday gave the na-
tion’s Islamist rulers and their
opponents a week to reach an
understanding before planned
June 30 opposition protests
aimed at forcing out the presi-
dent, in a toughly worded warn-
ing that it will intervene to stop
the nation from entering a “dark
tunnel.” 

The powerful military also
gave a thinly veiled warning to
President Mohammed Morsi’s
hard-line backers that it will step
in if the mostly secular and lib-
eral protesters, who have vowed
to be peaceful, are attacked dur-
ing the planned demonstrations.

In a bid to project a business-
as-usual image, Morsi’s office
said in a statement late Sunday
that the president met with the
army’s chief, Defense Minister
Gen. Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, to dis-
cuss the “domestic scene and
the government’s efforts to
maintain the security of the na-
tion and the safety of its citi-
zens.” There was no mention of
el-Sissi’s warning. 

Seeking to assert Morsi’s sen-
iority over el-Sissi — the presi-
dent is the supreme commander
of the armed forces — the brief
statement, alluding to June 30,
said he ordered the quick com-
pletion of plans to protect the
state’s strategic and vital
installations.  

The opposition argues that
Morsi and his Muslim Brother-
hood, despite having won a se-
ries of elections since the 2011
revolution that ousted autocrat
Hosni Mubarak, have squan-
dered their legitimacy with
heavy handed misrule. It con-
tends that the Islamists have en-
croached on the independence
of the judiciary, sought to mo-
nopolize power, and pushed
through an Islamist-backed con-
stitution, breaking promises to
seek consensus.

Morsi’s supporters say the
opposition has shunned his of-
fers of dialogue and now are
turning to force to remove him
because they have been unable
to compete at the ballot box. 

On Sunday, a court com-
pounded Morsi’s troubles by
saying members of his Muslim
Brotherhood conspired with
Hamas, Hezbollah and local mili-
tants to storm a prison in 2011
and free 34 Brotherhood leaders,
including Morsi. Also, the most
iconic youth figure of the 2011
revolution, Wael Ghonim, called
on Morsi to step down before
June 30 to prevent bloodshed.

Egypt

Army Says It’s Ready To Save Nation 

KEITH LANE/MCT

Some tens of thousands of supports of Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi gather outside the
Rabaa al-Adawiya mosque in Cairo, Egypt, on Friday ahead of the planned opposition march on
June 30. 

Fire Rages, Colorado Town
Braces For Long Evacuation

“It’s not typical to
have these kinds
of fires here. But

beetle kill and
drought is also not

the norm.”

PETE BLUME


