
WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s a
dilemma for drivers: Do they
choose a gasoline that’s
cheaper and cleaner even if, as
opponents say, it could damage
older cars and motorcycles?

That’s the peril and promise
of a high-ethanol blend of gaso-
line known as E15. The fuel con-
tains 15 percent ethanol, well
above the current 10 percent
norm sold at most U.S. gas sta-
tions.

The higher ethanol blend is
currently sold in just fewer than
two dozen stations in the Mid-
west, but could spread to other
regions as the Obama adminis-
tration considers whether to re-
quire more ethanol in gasoline.

As a result, there’s a fever-
ish lobbying campaign by both
oil and ethanol interests that
has spread from Congress to
the White House and the
Supreme Court.

On Monday, the Supreme
Court rejected a challenge by
the American Petroleum Insti-
tute, the oil industry’s chief lob-
bying group, to block sales of
E15. The justices left in place a
federal appeals court ruling
that dismissed challenges by
the oil industry group and trade
associations representing food
producers, restaurants and oth-
ers.

Tom Buis, CEO of Growth
Energy, an ethanol industry
group, hailed the decision as
victory for U.S. consumer, who
will now have greater choice at
the pump.

“Now that the final word has
been issued, I hope that oil
companies will begin to work
with biofuel producers to help
bring new blends into the mar-
ketplace that allow for con-
sumer choice and savings,”
Buis said.

The API had argued that E15
was dangerous for older cars.

Putting fuel with up to 15
percent ethanol into older cars
and trucks “could leave millions
of consumers with broken
down cars and high repair

bills,” said Bob Greco, a senior
API official who has met with
the White House on ethanol is-
sues.

The ethanol industry coun-
ters that there have been no
documented cases of engine
breakdowns caused by the
high-ethanol blend since limited
sales of E15 began last year.

“This is another example of
oil companies unnecessarily
scaring people, and it’s just
flat-out wrong,” said Bob Din-
neen, president of the Renew-
able Fuels Association, an

ethanol industry group.
The dispute over E15 is the

latest flashpoint in a long-stand-
ing battle over the Renewable
Fuel Standard, approved by
Congress in 2005 and amended
in 2007. The law requires refin-
ers to blend increasing amounts
of ethanol into gasoline each
year as a way to decrease re-
liance on fossil fuels and lower
greenhouse gas emissions that
contribute to global warming.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has proposed a
16.5 billion-gallon production

requirement for ethanol and
other gasoline alternatives this
year, up from 15.2 billion gal-
lons last year. By 2022, the law
calls for more than double that
amount.

Biofuel advocates and sup-
porters in Congress say the law
has helped create more than
400,000 jobs, revitalized rural
economies and helped lower
foreign oil imports by more
than 30 percent while reducing
emissions of carbon dioxide
and other greenhouse gases.

Ophthalmologist Karen Dickes, DO, 
Willcockson Eye Associates, has been 
performing eye surgery at Avera Sacred 
Heart Hospital for more than a year. 

You can expect the 
same great care 
you’ve come to expect 
at Avera Sacred Heart 
Hospital - state-of-
the-art technology, 
the comfort of 
a full-service 
hospital, physician 
anesthesiologists 
and unparalleled 
patient care in a 
faith-based setting.

Dr. Patrick King Karen Dickes, DO

501 Summit, Yankton, SD ~ www.AveraSacredHeart.org

Thank you!
Avera Sacred 
Heart Hospital 
would like to 
say thank you to 
Ophthalmologist 
Patrick King, MD 
for over 30 years 
of service.

Thank you Dr. King for the positive impact 
you’ve had on Avera Sacred Heart Hospital, 
our patients and our community!
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the world

Snowden Not Seen On Flight To Cuba 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. assumes National Security

Agency leaker Edward Snowden remains in Russia, and offi-
cials are working with Moscow in hopes he will be expelled
and returned to America to face criminal charges, President
Barack Obama’s spokesman said Monday. He declared that a
decision by Hong Kong not to detain Snowden has “unques-
tionably” hurt relations between the United States and China.

Snowden left Hong Kong, where he has been in hiding, and
flew to Moscow but then apparently did not board a plane
bound for Cuba as had been expected. His whereabouts were
a mystery. The founder of the WikiLeaks secret-spilling organi-
zation, Julian Assange, said he wouldn’t go into details about
where Snowden was but said he was safe.

Snowden has applied for asylum in Ecuador, Iceland and
possibly other countries, Assange said.

Obama, asked if he was confident that Russia would expel
Snowden, told reporters: “What we know is that we’re follow-
ing all the appropriate legal channels and working with vari-
ous other countries to make sure that the rule of law is
observed.”

Obama’s spokesman, Jay Carney, earlier Monday said the
U.S. was expecting the Russians “to look at the options avail-
able to them to expel Mr. Snowden back to the United States
to face justice for the crimes with which he is charged.”

New IRS Chief: Screening Was Broader 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Internal Revenue Service’s

screening of groups seeking tax-exempt status was broader
and lasted longer than has been previously disclosed, the new
head of the agency said Monday.

An internal IRS document obtained by The Associated
Press said that besides “tea party,” lists used by screeners to
pick groups for close examination also included the terms “Is-
rael,” “Progressive” and “Occupy.” The document said an in-
vestigation into why specific terms were included was still
underway.

In a conference call with reporters, Danny Werfel said that
after becoming acting IRS chief last month, he discovered wide-
ranging and improper terms on the lists and said screeners were
still using them. He did not specify what terms were on the lists,
but said he suspended the use of all such lists immediately.

“There was a wide-ranging set of categories and cases that
spanned a broad spectrum” on the lists, Werfel said. He added
that his aides found those lists contained “inappropriate crite-
ria that was in use.”

Werfel’s comments suggest the IRS may have been target-
ing groups other than tea party and other conservative organ-
izations for tough examinations to see if they qualify. The
agency has been under fire since last month for targeting
those groups.

Reid Pressures House To Pass Farm Bill
WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid

says his chamber won’t pass an extension of farm policy this
year and is pressuring the House to figure out how to pass a
farm bill. 

The House rejected its version of a five-year, half-trillion-
dollar farm bill last week, with 62 Republicans voting no after
Speaker John Boehner urged support. The Senate passed its
farm bill earlier this month with support from two-thirds of
the chamber. 

Reid on Monday urged Boehner take up the Senate farm
bill before current policy expires Sept. 30. 

Both bills expand farm subsidies while saving money over-
all and making cuts to food stamps. The Senate bill cuts $400
million a year from food stamps, while the House bill cuts $2
billion annually. House conservatives wanted even higher cuts.

Obama: Immigration Bill Aids Economy 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama cam-

paigned from the White House for immigration legislation on
Monday in advance of a Senate test vote on a bill calling for
more than $30 billion worth of new security measures along
the border with Mexico and offering a chance at citizenship
for millions living in the country illegally.

Far outnumbered, conservative critics attacked without
letup in speeches and electronic appeals. “It will encourage
more illegal immigration and must be stopped,” Sen. Ted Cruz,
R-Texas, exhorted supporters, urging them to contact their
own senators with a plea to defeat the measure.

After three weeks of desultory debate, the end game was
at hand in the Senate for the most ambitious attempt to over-
haul the nation’s immigration system in decades.

Supporters exuded confidence they had more than the 60
votes required to send the measure over a key hurdle and on
its way toward Senate passage by week’s end.

Democrats appeared unified on the issue. Republicans
were anything but, as evidenced by the divide among poten-
tial 2016 presidential contenders. Among them, Sen. Marco
Rubio of Florida was an enthusiastic supporter of the bill,
while Sens. Rand Paul of Kentucky and Cruz were opposed.

BY JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Barack
Obama’s national plan to combat climate
change will include the first-ever regula-
tions to limit carbon dioxide emissions
from existing power plants, as well as in-
creased production of renewable energy
on public lands and federally assisted
housing, environmental groups briefed on
the plan said Monday.

In a major speech Tuesday at George-
town University, Obama will announce
that he’s directing his administration to
allow enough renewables on public lands
to power 6 million homes by 2020, effec-
tively doubling the capacity from solar,
wind and geothermal projects on federal
property. He’ll also say the U.S. will signif-
icantly expand production of renewable
energy on low-income housing sites, ac-
cording to five individuals briefed on the

plan, who were not au-
thorized to discuss it
publicly ahead of
Obama’s announcement
and spoke on condition
of anonymity.

The far-reaching plan
marks Obama’s most
prominent effort yet to
deliver on a major prior-
ity he laid out in his first

presidential campaign and recommitted
to at the start of his second term: to
fight climate change in the U.S. and
abroad and prepare American communi-
ties for its effects. Environmental ac-
tivists have been irked that Obama’s
high-minded goals never materialized
into a comprehensive plan.

In taking action on his own — none of
the steps Obama will announce Tuesday
require congressional approval —

Obama is also signaling he will no longer
wait for lawmakers to act on climate
change, and instead will seek ways to
work around them.

The lynchpin of Obama’s plan, and
the step activists say will have the most
dramatic impact, involves limits on car-
bon emissions for new and existing
power plants. The Obama administration
has already proposed controls on new
plants, but those controls have been de-
layed and not yet finalized. Tuesday’s an-
nouncement will be the first public
confirmation that Obama plans to ex-
tend carbon controls to coal-fired power
plants that are currently pumping heat-
trapping gases into the atmosphere.

“This is the holy grail,” said Melinda
Pierce of Sierra Club, an environmental
advocacy group. “That is the single
biggest step he can take to help tackle
carbon pollution.”

Obama

Climate Change

Obama To Call For Carbon Limits

With Court Decision, Ethanol Debate Heats Up


