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BELLEVILLE, Ill. — Eighth-
grader Cayla Adams sports a
red batting helmet as she
steps onto a baseball diamond
in Belleville, Ill.

But Cayla wasn’t stepping
up to bat. Instead, she climbs
into a large, blue hovercraft
designed by fellow Belle Valley
eighth-grade students. She
successfully completes a lap
around the field before the su-
pervising adults realize a cou-
ple essential bolts had fallen
off.

After a quick run to get two
more bolts, Emge Junior High
student Tyler Adams mans the
hovercraft. He gets off to a
rocky start getting stuck in the
grass twice, but he quickly
gets the hang of maneuvering
the hovercraft in circles
around the baseball diamond.

After making several laps,
Tyler emerges from the hover-
craft covered in dust from the
field. “It was fun,” he exclaims.

Nigel Rice, who is also an
eighth-grader at Emge, com-
mands the hovercraft next. Af-
terward, he wobbles out. “I
can’t feel my legs,” he says.

Cayla, Tyler and Nigel were
among 18 students from Har-
mony-Emge, Signal Hill and
Belle Valley school districts
who participated in a two-
week STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Math)
Camp for academically tal-
ented and highly motivated
students. The students partici-
pating in the program were se-
lected by district officials. The
program ended Friday with
the demonstration of the hov-
ercrafts.

“It’s an enrichment pro-
gram to challenge some of the
kids that are already at the top
of their grade levels,” ex-
plained Camp Director Bryan
Snow, the technology director
for both Harmony and Signal

Hill school districts.
During the camp, a collabo-

ration among all three schools
districts, the students learned
about and constructed hover-
crafts.

Snow described a hover-
craft as “an air cushion vehi-
cle that uses a skirt and
airflow to pick it up off the
surface and also to propel it.”

He said a hovercraft is dif-
ferent from an airboat, which
is pushed through the water
with a propellor.

“With the hovercraft, you
are actually flying over the top
of whatever surface you are
on,” Snow said. “It’s one of the
very few amphibious vehi-
cles.”

Every morning of the
camp, the students learned
about science and math prin-
ciples that govern how a hov-
ercraft works including lift,
thrust and buoyancy at Emge
Junior High.

During the afternoon por-
tion of the program, the stu-
dents worked on constructing
a hovercraft with help from
Snow, teachers Jill Mathenia
from Ellis Elementary School,
Matt Zipfel from Signal Hill,
and Josh Strausbaugh from
Belle Valley and AmeriCorps
volunteer Sarah James.

“All the kids have been re-
ally excited to build every
day,” Snow said. “We have a
good group of kids.”

The students worked in

teams of six to build a hover-
craft. Each team consisted of
two students from each of the
school districts. The teams—
Superman, The Force and
Rocketman Rockets—were
named by the students.

The large hovercrafts,
which were 6 foot by 4 foot,
were built using Styrofoam,
plywood, Fiberglas, bolts,
nuts, screws and a lot of Go-
rilla glue, Zipfel said, and rub-
ber tubing for the skirt
underneath.

The ultralight propellor
and the small gas-powered en-
gine were the only two items
not constructed by the stu-
dents. Zipfel said the hover-
crafts have the potential to
travel up to 30 mph.

The teams put their hover-
craft creations to the test dur-
ing land competition Friday at
Belle Valley. Camp organizers
opted not to test the devices
on water.

Signal Hill eighth-grader
Annabelle Heddell said her
team’s hovercraft, a red one
built by Rocketman Rockets,
made it through over an hour
of competition before a pro-
peller mishap occurred and
took it out of commission.

The hovercraft for the Su-
perman team didn’t make it
into the competition, Cayla
said. It was used for parts to
help the other hovercrafts.
“We weren’t very good at
measurements,” she admitted.

Cayla and Nigel said they
both enjoyed getting to meet
students from other schools.
“It was fun getting to meet a
lot of new people with the
same interests,” Cayla said.

Even though this was the
first year for the program lo-
cally, Snow operated a similar
program when he was at
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale.

The cost of the two-week
program was covered by a
grant from the National De-
fense Education Program
thanks to the efforts of Cyn-
thia Doil at Scott Air Force
Base.

“The earlier we get stu-
dents interested in science
and math,” Doil said, the more
likely they are to pursue a ca-
reer in those fields.

Organizers of the program
have already secured some
funding to do the hovercraft
camp again next summer, ac-
cording to Snow. In addition,
he said it may be expanded to
accommodate more students.

Overall, Tyler said the ex-
perience was fun. “I learned
new things I didn’t know be-
fore,” he said.
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 CHRISTIAN COUNSELING
 SERVICES

 CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY
 EVALUATION & COUNSELING

 317 BROADWAY, SUITE 10 • YANKTON, SD
 For an appointment Call 665-0430 or 857-0096

 • Court DUI Evaluations
 • Same Day Evaluations
 • Aftercare Counseling
 • Individual Addiction
   Counseling
 • Evening Appointments
   Available

 Linda Peitz, CCDC III

 MORNING COFFE E
 WEEKDAYS MONDAY-FRIDAY

 Tuesday, June 25
 7:40 am  The Center

 (Christy Hauer)
 8:20 am  Pet-Palooza

 (Kerry Schmidt)
 8:45 am  Dakota Museum  

 (Crystal Nelson)
 Wednesday, June 26
 7:40 am  Irene Rodeo 

 (Randy Taylor)
 8:20 am  Hy-Vee Foods

 (Chef Staci) 312 W. 3rd • Yankton • 665-9092
 Boston Shoes to Boots

 Boots, Shoes, Sandals
 Closed for Vacation June 29-July 8th

 GREAT 
 PRICES!

 SUMMER  SALE!!
 Shop Early 
 This Month!

This class is free and open to the public. 
Call 605-668-8080 to register.

Breastfeeding might be natural, but it isn’t always easy. Discover how to get 
breastfeeding off to the best start you can. Included in this class will be a discussion 
of the benefi ts of breastfeeding, and demonstrations and practice for breastfeeding 

positions. And because their support is so important to a mom’s breastfeeding success, 
dads and other support people are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Breastfeeding

Class
Wednesday, June 26,
5:30p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

Avera Professional Offi ce Pavilion and Education Center

 Yankton Transmission
 Specialists Specialists •Transmissions • Drive Lines

 • Transfer Cases • Differentials
 2 Year/24,000 Guarantee

 2409 East Highway 50

 (605) 665-1175

Creative Solution To Messy Problem
BY TOM AND RAY MAGLIOZZI
King Features Syndicate

Dear Tom and Ray: 
Every morning when I walk out the

door to go to work, there is bird poop all
over the sides of my car. Always in the
same exact spot. Granted, there are tele-
phone/cable/electrical wires hanging over
my driveway, connected to my house.
And there is a tree nearby. But neither the
tree nor the wires hang directly over my
car. I know for a fact that the birds like to
sit on my side-view mirrors and do their
business all over my car. I’ve washed it off
once already a week ago, but now it’s get-
ting just downright embarrassing, so it’s
time for another washing. This didn’t hap-
pen last spring, so I don’t know what’s
gotten into the birds that would drive
them to destroy the appearance of my ve-
hicle. Any suggestions on how to keep the
birds away from my precious black 2007
Ford Fusion? Thanks. 

—Megan 
RAY: I think you’ve got some narcissis-

tic birds, Megan. Maybe they’re celebrity
birds? 

TOM: We helped a woman once who
had a similar problem. One particular
bird could see his reflection in the car
window, so he liked to sit on the mirror
and admire himself. 

RAY: I guess he particularly liked to
admire himself after breakfast, because
her car looked a lot like yours does. 

TOM: Actually, we don’t know if he

was admiring himself or “hitting on” that
pretty bird he “saw” in his reflection. 

RAY: In any case, you can eliminate
the appeal of your car for these birds in
one of two ways. You can cover up the
windows so they can no longer see their
reflections ... 

TOM: Or you can make the “perches”
less appealing. That’s the way I would go. 

RAY: You know the birds are sitting on
the side-view mirrors. So cover them with
something that makes it hard for them to
sit there. 

TOM: Like a taser? 
RAY: No. Not nice. I would suggest try-

ing something like kids’ birthday party
hats. You know, the cone-shaped hats
with the elastic chin straps? Buy a bag of
those, and toss them in the car. When you
get home at night, put one on top of each

side-view mirror. You even can use the
elastic bands to hold them in place. The
conical shape should make it hard for the
bird to perch there, and I’m guessing
they’ll find someplace else. 

TOM: I like the party hat idea. They’re
cheap, and easily replaced. So if one gets
too soggy after a rainstorm, for instance,
you can retire that one and slap on an-
other. Go to iParty.com and stock up,
Megan! 

RAY: Well, don’t get too many, be-
cause you might not need to use them for
long. Once you interrupt these birds’ rou-
tines, they may go find another car that
they like better and forget about what fun
it is to Jackson Pollack your Fusion. 

TOM: Or maybe they’ll decide to fork
over $25 a month and avail themselves of
the full-length mirrors at a nearby gym.
Good luck, Megan. 

———
What is the most cost-effective way to

buy a car? Tom and Ray hash it all out in
their pamphlet “Should I Buy, Lease, or
Steal My Next Car?” Send $4.75 (check or
money order) to Next Car, P.O. Box
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475. 

———
Get more Click and Clack in their new

book, “Ask Click and Clack: Answers from
Car Talk.” Got a question about cars? Write
to Click and Clack in care of this newspa-
per, or email them by visiting the Car Talk
website at www.cartalk.com. 

© 2013 by Tom and Ray Magliozzi and Doug
Berman

CAR TALK
Tom and Ray Magliozzi

BY TED KOOSER
U.S. Poet Laureate

Here’s a splendid poem by James Doyle, who lives in
Colorado, about the way children make up mythic selves
that will in some way serve them in life. To create one’s
self as a palm reader is only one of many possibilities.  

IN THE PLANETARIUM  

I read the palms of the other 
kids on the field trip to see 
which ones would grow up
to be astronauts. The lifeline 
on Betty Lou’s beautiful hand 
ended the day after tomorrow,
so I told her how the rest
of our lives is vastly over-rated, 
even in neighboring galaxies.
When she asked me how I knew 
so much, I said I watched

War of the Worlds six times
and, if she went with me to
the double-feature tomorrow,
I’d finish explaining the universe.
I smiled winningly. The Haley’s Comet 
lecture by our teacher whooshed in
my one ear and out the other.

American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry
Foundation (www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of Po-
etry magazine. It is also supported by the Department of
English at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem copy-
right © 2012 by James Doyle, from his most recent book of
poems, The Long View Just Keeps Treading Water, Accents
Publishing, 2012. Poem reprinted by permission of James
Doyle and the publisher. Introduction copyright © 2013 by
The Poetry Foundation. The introduction's author, Ted
Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in
Poetry to the Library of Congress from 2004-2006. We do not
accept unsolicited manuscripts. 

Life In Poetry

Poet Analyzes Life
In A Planetarium

R E U N I O N S
CWACH PICNIC REUNION
The 75th Cwach picnic re-

union will be held on Sunday,
June 30, at noon at JoDean’s,
2809 Broadway, Yankton.

Senior Games Slated For Yankton
The city of Yankton’s Recreation Department, in coordi-

nation with the Yankton Area Senior Center, is hosting the
2013 Yankton Senior Games for seniors 50 years and older
from any community. The event will be held from Aug. 6-8.
Participants 49 years old who turn 50 on, or before, Dec. 31,
2013 are eligible to participate.

Events will include a 5k Road Race, swimming, shuffle-
board, bench press contest, golf — individual and team
competitions, bean bag toss, table tennis, track and field,
horseshoes, disc golf, basketball competitions, jump rope,
bowling and 8-ball pool. Medals will be awarded for 1st, 2nd
and 3rd place finishers in all events per age and gender cat-
egory.

Registration forms may be picked up at the Summit Ac-
tivities Center and participants are encouraged to pre-regis-
ter in order to prevent cancellation of events. For
additional information, visit the Summit Center at 1801
Summit Street or call 668-5234. Remember to follow the
Yankton Department of Parks and Recreation on Facebook.

P&D Seeks Military Tribute Submissions
The Press & Dakotan is paying tribute to the military in

its annual Heritage edition, coming out in September.
As part of the effort, we are asking for submitted items

from our readers by Monday, July 29.
We are seeking first-hand accounts and photos of mili-

tary experiences. The special edition will cover a wide vari-
ety of stories from different eras, from World War II to the
present.

Submitted articles should not exceed 800 words in
length.

We welcome a broad range of contributions. Areas of in-
terest include family military history, Native American and
women’s military stories, and life on the homefront during
wartime, just to name a few.

Of particular interest are photos from our readers re-
flecting both the war and home fronts.

For more information or to submit contributions, email
kelly.hertz@yankton.net or call 665-7811 or (800) 743-2968,
Extension 110. Submissions can also be mailed to Editor
Kelly Hertz at 319 Walnut Street, Yankton SD 57078.

‘Ribs At The Ranch’ Set For Freeman
FREEMAN — The annual Ribs at the Ranch event will be

held in Freeman on Saturday, June 29. The event takes
places n the Freeman Academy north parking lot.

Supper is served at the sixth annual ribs cook-off con-
test from 4:30-8:30 p.m. The public can sample ribs, pulled
pork sandwiches, baked beans, potato salad, watermelon,
sno-cones, 1919 keg root beer and other soft drinks. Ribs
may be purchased in full or half racks. The popular “sam-
pler” ticket will also be available to purchase one rib from
each chef and vote for the People’s Choice Award.

Illustrious chefs scheduled to attend at press time in-
clude Jonathan and Andrew Ahart, Bob and Cheryl Woll-
mann, Rob Ness and Fred Forman.

The Soulmates and other local groups will provide musi-
cal entertainment and there will be free activities for the
kids, including a bounce house. 

Entries are still open for any barbecue enthusiast. Con-
tact Vernetta Waltner at vwaltner@freemanacademy.org or
605-925-4237 for more information.

VERMILLION — The Uni-
versity of South Dakota is
making the grade when it
comes to educating future ed-
ucators. 

According to information
released by the National Coun-
cil on Teacher Quality (NCTQ),
USD was named to the NCTQ’s
Teacher Prep Review’s Na-
tional Honor Roll, earning
three out of a possible four
stars for training undergradu-
ate secondary educators.
Across the United States, the
NCTQ identified 84 secondary
education programs (out of
594) for the honor roll, which
means only 14 percent of all

secondary education pro-
grams in the nation performed
at least as well.  USD was also
named a top 25 Bargain for
teacher education by NCTQ.

USD’s secondary and ele-
mentary education programs
were evaluated based on stan-
dards developed by the NCTQ.
In addition to making the
Honor Roll, USD is one of just
three South Dakota colleges
and universities considered a
“highly-rated program” (along
with Northern State University
and Dakota State University)
for secondary education. Nine
South Dakota institutions with

teacher training were evalu-
ated by the NCTQ, including
USD’s elementary education
program which received a
two-star (out of four stars) rat-
ing, placing the program in the
upper 22 percent of all re-
viewed programs.

“The School of Education
faculty and their partners, in-
cluding the College of Arts &
Sciences, have been working
diligently to move USD for-
ward and serve our students
better,” stated Chuck Staben,
USD Provost and Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs.
“This report by the NCTQ re-

flects both our cooperation as
a system and real improve-
ments we have made in
teacher education, some of
which are not yet fully re-
flected in this rating.”

The NCTQ Teacher Prep
Review is a national evalua-
tion of colleges and universi-
ties that prepare elementary
and secondary teachers. The
overall ratings are used to
help institutions, school dis-
tricts, parents and aspiring
teachers compare programs
and determine those that are
doing the best — and worst —
job of training new teachers.  

USD Named To Teacher Prep Honor Roll

Students Test Out Their Handmade Hovercrafts


