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charges were dropped in ex-
change for his guilty plea on one
count.

A Class I misdemeanor carries
a maximum punishment of one
year imprisonment in a county jail
and a $2,000 fine, along with any
restitution ordered by the court.

During Wednesday’s hearing,
Bern accepted the plea bargain.
The suspended imposition of sen-
tence requires that Seitz have no
violations of any kind, follow the
conditions of the court and re-
ceive a chemical dependency (CD)
evaluation.

Seitz indicated during his court
appearance that he had already
undergone the evaluation.

As part of Seitz’s probation,
Bern noted his file will come up
for review Oct. 30. However, he
doesn’t need to appear in court at
that time.

Bern ordered payment of a
$300 fine, $84 court costs and
$63.11 transcript charges for a
total of $447.11.

Wednesday’s appearance was
considered a status hearing, Bern
said. She had indicated during an
earlier proceeding that she
wanted to keep the case moving
through the courts.

Deputy Attorney General Katie
Mallery represented the prosecu-
tion. Yankton attorney Garrett
Horn represented the defense.

At the end of the six-month
probation, Seitz’s guilty plea could
be expunged from his record,
Mallery told the Press & Dakotan.

Seitz was indicted on the three
misdemeanor drug counts and
turned himself in to Hutchinson
County authorities. He posted a
$500 cash bond and was released.

Seitz was suspended indefi-
nitely as police chief following his
indictment on the drug charges,
according to the Freeman Courier.

Freeman mayor Sam Sorensen
suspended Seitz because the cash
bond prohibits the police chief
from carrying a firearm, not be-
cause of work-related

performance issues, City Attorney
Mike Fink told the Courier.

Freeman has used other per-
sonnel to cover its law-enforce-
ment needs during Seitz’s
absence, according to the Courier.
A part-time officer was upgraded
to full-time status, assistance was
received from the Hutchinson
County sheriff’s office, and an-
other officer was retained on a
part-time basis.

At the time of his indictment,
Seitz was not certified in South
Dakota for law enforcement, said
Sara Rabern, spokeswoman for
the South Dakota attorney gen-
eral’s office.

Seitz had applied for certifica-
tion about the time the investiga-
tion came up, so his application

was denied, Rabern said. However,

he can appeal to the Law Enforce-
ment Officers Standards and
Training Commission if he wants
to work in law enforcement in
South Dakota, the spokeswoman
said.

The drug charges arose from
incidents that occurred last
summer.

Seitz obtained the prescription
drugs between the approximate
dates of Aug. 1, 2012, and Aug. 31,
2012, Mallery said. He obtained
the original prescriptions at a
Freeman pharmacy and then
sought refills at a Yankton phar-
macy, she said.

Seitz’s effort to obtain the con-
current prescriptions was de-
tected during a refill request,
Mallery said.

The court proceedings were
held in Yankton County because it
was the site of some of the
charges, she added.

The prosecution efforts began
at the county level. However, the
attorney general’s office generally
takes over and prosecutes such
cases when there could be a con-
flict for a state’s attorney, Rabern
said.

A message left Wednesday by
the Press & Dakotan at Horn’s of-
fice, seeking comment on the
case, was not returned by press
time.

You can follow Randy Dockendorf on
Twitter at twitter.com/RDockendorf
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President Barack Obama
praised the court’s ruling against
the federal marriage act, labeling
the law “discrimination enshrined
in law.”

“It treated loving, committed
gay and lesbian couples as a sepa-
rate and lesser class of people,”
Obama said in a statement. “The
Supreme Court has righted that
wrong, and our country is better
off for it.”

House Speaker John Boehner, R-
Ohio, said he was disappointed in
the outcome of the federal mar-
riage case and hoped states con-
tinue to define marriage as the
union of a man and a woman.
Boehner, as speaker, had stepped
in as the main defender of the law
before the court after the Obama
administration declined to defend
it.

The other case, dealing with
California’s constitutional ban on
same-sex marriage, was resolved
by an unusual lineup of justices in
a technical legal fashion that said
nothing about gay marriage. But
the effect was to leave in place a
trial court’s declaration that Cali-
fornia’s Proposition 8 ban was un-
constitutional. Gov. Jerry Brown
quickly ordered that marriage li-
censes be issued to gay couples as
soon as a federal appeals court
lifts its hold on the lower court rul-
ing. That will take least 25 days,
the appeals court said.

California, where gay marriage
was briefly legal in 2008, would be
the 13th state, along with the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to allow same-
sex couples to marry and would
raise the share of the U.S. popula-
tion in gay marriage states to 30
percent. Six states have adopted
same-sex marriage in the past year,
amid a rapid evolution in public
opinion that now shows majority
support for the right to marry in
most polls.

The 12 other states are Con-
necticut, Delaware, lowa, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Min-
nesota, New Hampshire, New York,

Rhode Island, Vermont and
Washington.

The day’s rulings are clear for
people who were married and live
in states that allow same-sex mar-
riage. They now are eligible for fed-
eral benefits.

The picture is more complicated
for same-sex couples who traveled
to another state to get married, or
who have moved from a gay mar-
riage state since being wed.

Their eligibility depends on the
benefits they are seeking. For in-
stance, immigration law focuses on
where people were married, not
where they live. But eligibility for
Social Security survivor benefits ba-
sically depend on where a couple is
living when a spouse dies.

This confusing array of regula-
tions is reflected more broadly in
the disparate treatment of gay cou-
ples between states. And the
court’s decision did not touch on
another part of the federal marriage
law that says a state does not have
to recognize a same-sex marriage
performed elsewhere.

Indeed, the outcome of the cases
had supporters of gay marriage al-
ready anticipating their next trip to
the high court, which they reason
will be needed to legalize same-sex
unions in all 50 states.

The Human Rights Campaign’s
president, Chad Griffin, said his goal
is to legalize same-sex marriage na-
tionwide within five years through a
combination of ballot measures,
court challenges and expansion of
anti-discrimination laws.

The rulings came 10 years to the
day after the court’s Lawrence v.
Texas decision that struck down
state bans on gay sex. In his dissent
at the time, Justice Antonin Scalia
predicted the ruling would lead to
same-sex marriage.

On Wednesday, Scalia issued an-
other pungent dissent in the De-
fense of Marriage Act case in which
he made a new prediction that the
ruling would be used to upend state
restrictions on marriage. Kennedy’s
majority opinion insisted the deci-
sion was limited to legally married
same-sex couples.

Scalia read aloud in a packed
courtroom that included the two
couples who sued for the right to
marry in California. On the bench,
Justice Elena Kagan, who voted to
strike down DOMA, watched Scalia
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impassively as he read.

“It takes real cheek for today’s
majority to assure us, as it is going
out the door, that a constitutional
requirement to give formal recogni-
tion to same-sex marriage is not at
issue here—when what has pre-
ceded that assurance is a lecture on
how superior the majority’s moral
judgment in favor of same-sex mar-
riage is to the Congress’ hateful
moral judgment against it. I promise
you this: The only thing that will
‘confine’ the court’s holding is its
sense of what it can get away with,”
Scalia said.

Scalia and Justice Samuel Alito,
who also wrote a dissenting opin-
ion, said their view is that Constitu-
tion does not require states to allow
gay and lesbian couples to marry.

Outside the court, some in the
crowd hugged and others jumped
up and down just after 10 a.m. EDT
when the DOMA decision was an-
nounced. Many people were on
their cellphones monitoring Twitter,
news sites and blogs for word of the
decision. And there were cheers as
runners came down the steps with
the decision in hand and turned
them over to reporters who quickly
flipped through the decisions.

Chants of “Thank you” and “U-S-
A” came from the crowd as plain-
tiffs in the cases descended the
court’s marbled steps. Most of
those in the crowd appeared to
support gay marriage, although
there was at least one man who
held a sign promoting marriage as
between a man and a woman.

In New York City’s Greenwich
Village, the Stonewall Inn, where a
riot in 1969 sparked the gay rights
movement, erupted in cheers and
whooping.

Others were not celebrating.

“We mourn for America’s future,
but we are not without hope,” said
Tim Wildmon, president of Ameri-
can Family Association, in a state-
ment.

Said. Tony Perkins, president of
the Family Research Council: “Time
is not on the side of those seeking
to create same-sex ‘marriage.’ As
the American people are given time
to experience the actual conse-
quences of redefining marriage, the
public debate and opposition to
the redefinition of natural marriage
will undoubtedly intensify.”

THE GREAT LAKE MICHIGAN ESCAPE

Overnight Trip To

Royal River

Casino

Don’t Miss Our
All-You-Can-Eat
Broasted Chicken
& Pollock Buffet

Iw.t., *10

Dbl Occ NORFOLK, FREMONT
TOUR INCLUDES: 10 Meals 5 Nights eMotor Coach *All Admissions Paid For

m Great Lake Michigan Escape sept. 4-9, 2013 -I
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For complete brochure, call: 1-800-806- 7944
MOOSTASH JOE TOURS www.mjtours.com

Six Beautiful — Historical — Entertaining — Relaxing Days!

ONLY 3939

6 DAYS - SEPT. 14-9, 2013
Per person from OMAHA, LINCOLN,

at Flandreau, SD

Next Trips
July8&9
July 22 & 23

For Reservations Call
Hennen Tours

1-507-530-0578
or 507-530-0587

With Salad Bar

Every
Wednesday

The lights are on again at...
THE OLD

L IGHTHOUSE

Pizza - Steak - Pasta

Now Serving Burgers

2901 Broadway Under New Management
Beer & Wine Available
Serving Dinner 4:30-10:00pm — 7 Days a Week

6052600870 {call for Take-out Pizza)

Post 791 209 Cedar
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Wednesday & Sunday
5-7pm Cooks Choice
Thursday
5-7pm — Domestic
Beers $1.50
5-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizza Burger & Fries
$5.00

The

Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30
1-402-388-2400 0O
www.theargohotel.com

email: argo@gpcom.net  CROFTON, NE

Rural Lesterville
605-364-7414

JUMBO
PIZZA!!

Feeds 5-6 People
Up to

Karaoke with Papa Ray
8:30pm-12:30am
Apple Glazed Pork Chop
Serving 5:30-8:00
Saturday
Entertainment

No Band
Regular Menu 5:30-8:00

Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm
Sunday at 6:30pm
Happy Hour M-F
4:30-7:30
Chislic Served Last
Wednesday of Month

EVERY TUESDAY
AFTER 4:00PM

Large Single Topping Pizza

THE TIME YOU PICK UP IS THE PRICE YOU PAY!

3 Toppings  SPecialty
EXAMPLE: 4:00-4:15 = $4.00 » 4:30-4:45 = $4.50
5:15-5:30 = $5.25 * 7:45-8:00 = $7.75

Offer good until 10:00pm. Up to 5 large pizzas.

Godfather’s ~~<z Pizza.

rul: &c#ino

Yankton Mall - 665-1902

Every Tuesday

(through the summer) 5pm-?
Full Rack of Ribs 14.99 . ..

The Yankton Children’s Theatre Company &
the City of Yankton proudly present.
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JANE & JIM JEFFRIES | MUSIC & LYRICS BY BILL FRANCOEUR

June 27-29 @ 7:00 p.m.
June 30 @ 2:00 p.m.

Summit Activities Center Theater

NOW-JULY 27

LIMITED EDITION . ‘
Fndlian @wmé
Viniage MOTORCYCLE
v F37,899 MsrP

GIVEAWAY ofuly 27
A Gollectors DREAM BIKE (7 o ony Jépwm)

Saturday; June 29

Tours from
9:00AM-11:00AM
Come Anytime!

Tour Starts at
321 Lewis & Clark Trail
Hwy 52 West. Right on Lewis & Clark Trail

$10 Free Will Offering

Includes Tour and Light Lunch
For more information, call (605) 463-2206

Mlssoum Vﬂl[e)’ MaSter Gﬂrdeners Produced by special arrangement with Pioneer Drama Service, Inc, Englewood, CO.
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Ticket Reservations Available Online at
www.yanktonchildrenstheatre.org through Wednesday, June 26th.
Tickets also availabe at the door.

Adults: $10 | 3-18: $5 | Under 3: FREE
Opening Night: 1/2 Price Nightl

EVERY FRIDAY + SATURDAY NIGHT

OI)Iva i 7 MiLESEAST OF NioBRaRA, NE

CASINO - RESORT V(, IV 402.857:3860  OHIYACASINO.COM




