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Business (Utilities) $332.04, 
Menards (Supplies) $65.72, Mi-
dAmerican Energy (Utilities) 
$2,849.55, Northwestern Energy 
(Utilities) $5,509.36, Ron's Auto 
Glass (Repairs) $171.03, M.T. & 
R.C. Smith (Liability Insurance) 
$13,842.00, SD Department of 
Public Safety (Maintenance) 
$530.00; Sheriff: AutoZone 
(Maintenance) $82.83, Stewart 
Howell (Travel) $88.27, WOW! 
Business (Utilities) $142.48, 
Lewis & Clark Specialty Hospital 
(Vaccinations) $1467.50, Pen-
nington County Sheriff's Office 
(Travel) $91.80, M.T. & R.C. 
Smith (Liability Insurance) $11, 
Wal-Mart Business (Maintenance 
& Law Enforcement Equipment) 
$62.30, Yankton Motor Company 
(Maintenance) $267.92; County 
Jail: CBM Food Service (Food 
Services) $6,085.69, Hy-Vee 
(Supplies) $104.19, WOW! Busi-
ness (Utilities) $68.79, Lewis & 
Clark Specialty Hospital (Services 
& Vaccinations) $2,612.50, 
Menards (Supplies) $170.74, M.T. 
& R.C. Smith (Liability Insur-
ance) $4,154.00; Coroner: Arica 
Nickles (Supplies) $20.50, San-
ford Health (Services) $2,656.08; 
Juvenile: Minnehaha County Re-
gional Detention Center (Child 
Care) $930.00, Minnehaha 
County Treasurer (Joint Powers 
Agreement) $7,387.89; Yankton 
Area Search & Rescue: Ace 
Hardware (Supplies) $283.03, 
Bomgaars (Supplies) $233.70, 
Hy-Vee (Supplies) $151.80; Air-
port: City of Yankton (2014 Air-
port Budget) $15,000.00; Poor 
Relief: Hy-Vee (Medicine/Sup-
plies) $15.80, Wintz & Ray Fu-
neral Home (Services) $1,774.00; 
Public Health Nurse: Ace Hard-
ware (Supplies) $7.58, WOW! 
Business (Utilities) $218.21, Bev 
Orr (Travel) $64.38, M.T. & R.C. 
Smith (Liability Insurance) 
$161.00, Western Office Tech-
nologies (Supplies) $32.99; Am-
bulance: Avera Education & 
Staffing (CPR Cards/Services) 
$80.00, Ace Hardware (Supplies) 
$1,339.89, Sacred Heart Health 
Service (Services) $1,500.00, At 
& T (Utilities) $38.25, Arrow 
Manufacturing (Supplies) 
$699.32, Bound Tree Medical 
(Supplies) $421.32, City of Yank-
ton (Utilities) $93.21, Credit Col-
lection Services (Services) 
$585.10,Century Business Prod-
ucts (Rentals & Supplies) $64.75, 
Emdeon Business Services (Serv-
ices) $130.00, Embroidery & 
Screen Works (Supplies) $391.20, 
First Bank Card (Supplies) 
$715.97, Roy Johnson Roofing 
(Repairs) $17,813.75, Jack's Uni-
forms & Equipment (Supplies) 
$106.99, Kmart (Supplies) 
$72.84, WOW! Business (Utili-
ties) $182.34, McLeod's Printing 
& Office Supply (Supplies) 
$70.00, Matheson Tri-Gas (Sup-
plies) $97.90, MidAmerican En-
ergy (Utilities) $481.41, North-
western Energy (Utilities) 
$946.27, Pitney Bowes (Rentals) 
$23.99, Roger's Family Pharmacy 
(Supplies) $305.30, Lewis & 
Clark Ford (Repairs) $1,064.93, 
M.T. & R.C. Smith (Liability In-
surance) $1,733.00, Tritech Soft-
ware Systems (Maintenance & 
Travel) $1,249.00, Verizon (Utili-
ties) $416.45, Vidacare Corpora-
tion (Supplies) $354.93, Western 
Office Technologies (Supplies) 
$191.71, Yankton Janitorial Sup-
ply (Supplies) $173.27; Mental 
Illness Board: Norma Andersen 
(Hearings) $52.50, Denise Cody 
(Hearings) $172.50, Judy Weber 
(Hearings) $105.00, Kennedy, 
Pier, Knoff & Loftus (Hearings) 
$52.20, Lewis & Clark Behavioral 
Health (Hearings) $800.00, Lu-
cille Lewno (Hearings) $2,239.89, 
Gary Mikelson (Hearings) 
$603.00, Karen Swanda (Hear-
ings) $120.00, Shepherd Report-
ing (Hearings) $240.00; Senior 
Citizens: City of Yankton (1st 
Quarter 2014 Senior Citizens 
Budget) $6,904.80; County Ex-
tension: Ace Hardware (Mainte-
nance) $35.99, City of Yankton 
(Utilities) $44.46, 
Francotpy-Postalia (Rentals) 
$100.50, Investigative Services of 
NE/SD/IA (services) $130.00, J & 
H Cleaning Services (Mainte-
nance) $200.00, WOW! Business 
(Utilities) $260.20, MidAmerican 
Energy (Utilities) $114.54, M.T. 
& R.C. Smith (Liability Insur-
ance) $1,181.00, SDSU Extension 
(Travel) $11.52; Soil Conserva-
tion: M.T. & R.C. Smith (Liabil-
ity Insurance) $632.00; Weeds: 
Bomgaars (Supplies) $137.75, C 
& R Supply (Supplies) $322.40, 
M.T. & R.C. Smith (Liability In-
surance) $3,578.00; Zoning: 3-D 
Specialties (Supplies) $43.20, Pat-
rick Garrity (Supplies) $62.95, 
WOW! Business (Utilities) 
$80.99, M.T. & R.C. Smith (Li-
ability Insurance) $420.00, South 
Dakota Planners Association 
(Membership Dues) $55.00, 
Western Office Technologies 
(Publishings) $4.62; Road & 
Bridge: C & B Operations (Re-
pairs) $369.39, Bomgaars (Sup-
plies) $313.53, B-Y Water Dis-
trict (Utilities) $73.00, Boyer 
Trucks (Repairs) $334.71, City of 
Yankton (Utilities) $43.07, Cox 
Auto Supply (Maintenance & 
Supplies) $919.43, Certified 
Laboratories (Supplies) $830.20, 
Clarks Rentals (Rentals) $40.00, 
Dware (Services) $1,550.00, Echo 
Electric Supply (Supplies) 
$141.65, Ehresmann Engineering 
(Supplies) $903.48, First Bank-
card (Travel) $215.43, Fastenal 
Industrial & Construction Supply 
(Supplies) $36.75, Brian Gustad 
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(Travel) $1,009.32, Hollaway 
Construction Company (Bridges) 
$28,779.30, Hedahls (Supplies) 
$91.72, Koletzky Implement (Re-
pairs) $550.62, WOW! Business 
(Utilities) $125.54, Kimball Mid-
west (Supplies) $276.39, Locators 
& Supplies (Supplies) $27.01, 
Marks Machinery (Supplies) 
$7.95, Mead Lumber (Secondary 
Roads) $154.95, Motorola (Auto 
Equipment) $1,912.00, Midwest 
Radiator & Exhaust (Mainte-
nance) $55.00, Road King (Sup-
plies) $77.81, Lewis & Clark Ford 
(Repairs) $86.84, Stern Oil Com-
pany (Supplies) $2,093.74, M.T. 
& R.C. Smith (Liability Insur-
ance) $39,598.00, Syd's Eastside 
Auto (Repairs) $75.00, Sheehan 
Mack Sales & Service (Repairs) 
$3,765.34, Sioux Falls Two Way 
Radio Service (Supplies) $188.98, 
Truck Trailer Sales & Service 
(Repairs) $88.30, Vermillion 
Yankton Joint Solid Waste (Utili-
ties) $332.39, Western Office 
Technologies (Supplies) $21.33, 
Yankton Redi Mix (Secondary 
Roads) $531.00; 911 Fund: City 
of Yankton (1st Quarter 2014 
E911 Dispatch Budget) 
$15,000.00, Century Link (Utili-
ties) $1,453.15, WOW! Business 
(Utilities) $1,256.95; Emergency 
Management: Ace Hardware 
(Supplies) $269.95, Bomgaars 
(Supplies) $53.51, Cox Auto Sup-
ply (Supplies) $119.94, CDW 
Government (Auto Equipment) 
$92.83, Century Business Prod-
ucts (Services) $130.00, First 
Bankcard (Supplies) $326.89, 
Great America Financial Service 
(Rentals) $178.38, Hy-Vee (Sup-
plies) $347.35, Hedahls (Mainte-
nance) $49.60, WOW! Business 
(Utilities) $1,201.20, Midwest 
Card & ID 2012 (Supplies) 
$2,429.14, Northwestern Energy 
(Utilities) $27.37, Racom Corpo-
ration (Utilities) $31.21, Stitchen 
Corner & More (Supplies) $40.00, 
Tabor Lumber Cooperative (Sup-
plies & Maintenance) $506.42, 
Western Office Technologies 
(Supplies) $32.99; County Build-
ing & Structures: Larry's Heat-
ing & Cooling (Court Room Con-
struction) $629.21; 24/7: Red-
wood Toxicology Laboratories 
(Supplies) $3,357.75; Tower 
Fund: Center for Municipal Solu-
tions (AT & T#2/Services) 
$300.00.  Total General Fund 
$196,555.49, Road & Bridge 
$85,619.17, 911 Fund $17,710.10, 
Emergency Management 
$5,836.78, County Building & 
Structures $629.21, 24/7 
$3,357.75, Tower Fund $300.00.  
All present voted aye; motion car-
ried.

Action 1491C:  A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Moore to recess the regular ses-
sion and convene in Executive 
Session to discuss contractual and 
personal matters.  All present 
voted aye; motion carried.   

No action was taken on personal 
matters, action on contractual will 
follow.

Action 1492C:  A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Harper to reconvene in regular 
session.  All present voted aye; 
motion carried.  

Highway:  Highway Superinten-
dent Brian Gustad appeared be-
fore the board on the awarding of 
the New & Unused Low Boy 
Trailer, receive authorization to 
advertise for
gravel and reported to board the 
progress on road projects for the 
county.

Action 1493H:  A motion was 
made by Moore and seconded by 
Harper to accept the
bid from Jim Hawk Trailer Inc. 
out of Sioux Falls, SD for the 
New & Unused Boy Trailer in the 
amount of $64,499.00. All pre-
sent voted aye; motion carried.  

Action 1494H:  A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Harper to authorize the
Highway Superintendent to adver-
tise for county gravel. 

Action 1495H:  A motion was 
made by Moore and seconded by 
Harper to approve the Right of 
Way permits from Gary Freeburg, 
Russell Marsh and Robert Rolfs.  
All present voted aye; motion car-
ried.  

Action 1496H:  A motion was 
made by Harper and seconded by 
Sinclair to approve the
Right of Way permits from Bon 
Homme Yankton Electric.  All 
present voted aye; motion carried.  

Action 1497H: A motion was 
made by Harper and second by 
Sinclair the approve the
Right of Way permit from SDN 
Communications.  All present 
voted aye; motion carried.  

County Health Insurance:  Mi-
chelle Kohoutek from Avera 
Health Plans presented the 
Board with Insurance quotes for 
health insurance for Yankton 
County employees.

Action 1498N:  A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Harper to accept
the County Nurses quarterly re-
port.  All present voted aye; mo-
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tion carried.   

Action 1499Z:   A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Freng to recess the regular session 
and convene as Board of Adjust-
ment.  All present voted aye; mo-
tion carried.  

Variance Public Hearing: This 
was the time and place for a pub-
lic hearing for a Variance of Mini-
mum Yard Requirement applica-
tion from Kristeen VanDriel a 
Variance of Minimum Yard Re-
quirement from seventy-five (75) 
feet to fifty (50) feet and side yard 
from seventy-five (75) feet to 
forty (40) feet to move a building 
in an Agriculture District (AG) in 
Yankton County.  Said property is 
legally described as Tract A, Lot 
2, W1/2, NW1/4, 
S7-T96N-R55W,   hereinafter re-
ferred to as Mayfield Township, 
County of Yankton, State of 
South Dakota. The E911 address 
is 29226 US Hwy 81, Menno, SD.  
The Planning Commission recom-
mended approval 9-0.  

Action 1500Z: A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Harper, based on Findings of Fact 
from the April 8, 2014 Yankton 
County Planning Commission 
meeting and on file in the Zoning 
Administrator's Office, to approve 
a Minimum Yard Requirement 
Variance for Kristeen VanDriel, 
pursuant to Article 18, Section 
1807 of the Yankton County Zon-
ing Ordinance. The variance al-
lows reduction of the Minimum 
Yard Requirement from 
seventy-five (75) feet to fifty (50) 
feet and side yard from 
seventy-five (75) feet to forty (40) 
feet to move a building in an Ag-
riculture District (AG) in Yankton 
County, hereinafter referred to as 
Mayfield Township, County of 
Yankton, State of South Dakota.  
E911 Address is 29226 US Hwy 
81, Menno, SD.  All present voted 
aye; motion carried.

Variance Public Hearing: This 
was the time and place for a pub-
lic hearing for a Variance of Mini-
mum Yard Requirement applica-
tion from Matthew Evans a Vari-
ance of Minimum Yard Require-
ment in side yard from ten (10) 
feet to four (4) feet to build an at-
tached garage in a Moderate Den-
sity Rural Residential District 
(R-2) in Yankton County.  Said 
property is legally described Lot 
2, Marina Estates NW1/4, NW1/4, 
S17-T93N-R56W,   hereinafter re-
ferred to as Utica Township, 
County of Yankton, State of 
South Dakota. The E911 address 
is 31120 435 Ave., Yankton, SD.  
The Planning Commission recom-
mended approval 9-0.  

Action 1501Z: A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Harper, based on Findings of Fact 
from the April 8, 2014 Yankton 
County Planning Commission 
meeting and on file in the Zoning 
Administrator's Office, to approve 
a Minimum Yard Requirement 
Variance for Matthew Evans, pur-
suant to Article 18, Section 1807 
of the Yankton County Zoning 
Ordinance. The variance allows 
reduction of the Minimum Yard 
Requirement from ten (10) feet to 
four (4) feet to build an attached 
garage in a Moderate Density Ru-
ral Residential District (R-2) in 
Yankton County.  Said property is 
legally described Lot 2, Marina 
Estates NW1/4, NW1/4, 
S17-T93N-R56W,   hereinafter re-
ferred to as Utica Township, 
County of Yankton, State of 
South Dakota. The E911 address 
is 31120 435 Ave., Yankton, SD.
All present voted aye; motion car-
ried.

Variance Public Hearing: This 
was the time and place for a pub-
lic hearing for a Variance of Mini-
mum Lot Requirement application 
from Ordell gustad a Variance of 
Minimum Lot Requirement from 
twenty (20) acres to one +/- (1.68) 
acres to build a four season addi-
tion in a Agriculture District (AG) 
in Yankton County. Said property 
is legally described Schulz's Tract 
1, NW1/4, S27-T94N-R55W,  
hereinafter referred to as Mission 
Hill North Township, County of 
Yankton, State of South Dakota. 
The E911 address is 30701 Cedar 
Bluff Road, Mission Hill, SD.  
The Planning Commission recom-
mended approval 9-0.  

Action 1502Z: A motion was 
made by Moore and seconded by 
Sinclair, based on Findings of 
Fact from the April 8, 2014 Yank-
ton County Planning Commission 
meeting and on file in the Zoning 
Administrator's Office, to approve 
a Minimum Lot Requirement 
Variance for Ordell Gustad, pur-
suant to Article 18, Section 1807 
of the Yankton County Zoning 
Ordinance. To allow reduction of 
the Minimum Lot Requirement 
from twenty (20) acres to one +/- 
(1.68) acres to build a four season 
addition in a Agriculture District 
(AG) in Yankton County. Said 
property is legally described 
Schulz's Tract 1, NW1/4, 
S27-T94N-R55W,  hereinafter re-
ferred to as Mission Hill North 
Township, County of Yankton, 
State of South Dakota. The E911 
address is 30701 Cedar Bluff 
Road, Mission Hill, SD .  All pre-
sent voted aye; motion carried.
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CUP Public Hearing: This was 
the time and place for a public 
hearing for a Conditional Use Per-
mit application from Steve Ur-
wiler. Applicant requested a per-
mit to construct an swimming 
pool in a Moderate Density Dis-
trict (R2) in Yankton County. 
Said property is legally described 
as Lot 6, Lakeview Terrace, 
S18-T93N-R56W, hereinafter re-
ferred to as Utica South Town-
ship, County of Yankton, State of 
South Dakota. E911 address is 
152 Lakeview Terrace, Yankton, 
SD. The Planning Commission 
recommended approval 7-0 No 
public comments were received at 
the meeting.

Action 1503Z: A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Moore, based on Findings of Fact 
from the April 22, 2014 Yankton 
County Planning Commission 
meeting and on file in the Zoning 
Administrator's Office, to approve 
a Conditional Use Permit for 
Steve Urwiler to construct an All 
present voted aye; motion carried. 
construct an swimming pool in a 
Moderate Density District (R2) in 
Yankton County.  Said property is 
legally described as Lot 6, 
Lakeview Terrace, 
S18-T93N-R56W, hereinafter re-
ferred to as Utica South Town-
ship, County of Yankton, State of 
South Dakota. E911 address is 
152 Lakeview Terrace, Yankton, 
SD.
All present voted aye; motion car-
ried.

Action 1504Z: A motion was 
made by Harper and seconded by 
Sinclair to adjourn as Board of 
Adjustment and reconvene in 
regular session. All present voted 
aye; motion carried.

Action 1505Z: A motion was 
made by Harper and seconded by 
Sinclair to adopt the following 
resolution: Whereas it appears Or-
dell Gustad, has caused a plat to 
be made of the following real 
property: Schulz's Tract 1, 
NW1/4, S27-T94N-R55W,  here-
inafter referred to as Mission Hill 
North Township, County of Yank-
ton, State of South Dakota.  Yank-
ton County, S.D., and has submit-
ted such plat to the Yankton 
County Planning Commission and 
the Yankton County Commission 
for approval. Now therefore be it 
resolved that such plat has been 
executed according to law and 
conforms to all existing applicable 
zoning, subdivision and erosion 
and sediment control and the same 
is hereby approved. The County 
Auditor is hereby authorized and 
directed to endorse on such the 
proper resolution and certify the 
same.  All present voted aye; mo-
tion carried.

Acton 1506C:  A motion was 
made by Moore and seconded by 
Sinclair to accept the first reading 
of the ordinance #21 Historic 
Preservation. All present voted 
aye; motion carried. 

Emergency Management:  Paul 
Scherschligt appeard before the 
board to present the 
Emergency Management Admin-
istrative Plan resolution, rescind 
burn ban resolution,
present revised burn ban resolu-
tion and travel request.

Action 1507OEMHS:  A motion 
was made by Harper and sec-
onded by Sinclair to approve the 
Emergency Management Admin-
istrative Plan Resolution.  All pre-
sent voted aye; motion carried.

Action 1508OEMHS:  A motion 
was made by Harper and sec-
onded by Sinclair to recind
Burn Ban Resolution approved at 
the April 25th, 2014 Special Com-
missioner meeting.
All present voted aye; motion car-
ried.

Action 1509OEMHS:  A motion 
was made by Sinclair and sec-
onded by Harper to accept
The revised Burn Ban Resolution 
as presented. (The document is on 
file in the OEMHA office and 
Auditor's Office).  All present 
voted aye; motion carried.

Action 1510OEMHS:  A motion 
was made by Sinclair and second 
by Harper to approve
the travel to Mitchell May 7, 2014 
and Pierre May 9th, 2014 for 
Emergency Management
Director.  All present voted aye; 
motion carried.

Health Insurance Proposal: Julie 
Auch presented a Dakotacare 
group health insurance proposal 
for the Board's consideration.

Action 1511C:  A motion was 
made by Moore and seconded by 
Harper to appoint the 
following individuals for the Road 
Load Limit Committee; Ralph 
Marquardt, Steve Slowey,
Clifford Madsen, Mark Schramm, 
David Sternhagen, Jae Koletzky 
and Loren Haak.
All present voted aye; motion car-
ried.

Action 1512DOE/EMS:  A mo-
tion was made by Sinclair and 
seconded by Moore to approve
travel request for Director of 
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Equalization's office to Dead-
wood, SD June 8th - 11th  2014, 
Ames, IA July 29th & 30th  2014, 
Pierre, SD September 8th - 12th  
2014, New Orleans, LA
September 21st - 25th 2014 and 
Ambulance Department May 14, 
2014.
All present voted aye; motion car-
ried.

Action 1513C:  A motion was 
made by Moore and seconded by 
Harper to approve the April, 2014 
gross payroll: Commissioners:  
$4,955.77; Auditor: $10,256.84; 
Treasurer: $15,209.84; States 
Attorney: $21,959.32; Custo-
dian: $3,127.19; Director of 
Equalization: $18,807.32; Regis-
ter of Deeds: $11,766.05; Veter-
ans Service: $1,336.00; Court-
house & Safety Center: 
$5,985.26; Sheriff: $52,167.98; 
County Jail: $45,570.24; Coro-
ner: $820.00; Juvenile Deten-
tion: $35.00; Nurse: $3,172.68; 
Ambulance: $44,214.26; WIC:
$792.72; Extension: $2,894.79; 
Soil Conservation: $2,166.26; 
Weed: $2,479.34; Planning & 
Zoning: $4,752.47; Road & 
Bridge: $57,997.64; OEMHS: 
$5,038.65; 24-7 Program: 
$3,351.00.  South Dakota Retire-
ment System $23,812.06 (Other 
Employees), South Dakota Retire-
ment System $14,221.90 
(Sheriff/EDS), South Dakota Re-
tirement System (Payroll Deduc-
tion-Spouse Opt) $200.68, South 
Dakota Retirement System (Sup-
plemental) $3,241.66, American 
Family Life Assurance Company 
(AFLAC) $3,381.09, Legalshield 
$89.65, Office of Child Support 
$953.00, Nationwide Retirement 
Solutions $128.26, First Dakota 
National Bank $29,337.13 (With-
holding), First Dakota National 
Bank $39,075.90 (FICA) First 
Dakota National Bank $9,138.66 
(Medicare), Boston Mutual Life 
Insurance $543.04, Colonial Life 
& Accident $1,532.11, Blue Cross 
Blue Shield $46,032.00.  Gross 
Payroll $318,905.12, Net Payroll 
$236,644.13.  All present voted 
aye; motion carried.

Action 1514VSO:  A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Moore to accept the
Veterans Officer Report for April 
2014.  All present voted aye; mo-
tion carried.

Action 1515ROD:  A motion was 
made by Harper and seconded by 
Moore to accept the
Register of Deeds report for April 
2014.  All present voted aye; mo-
tion carried.

Action 1516C:  A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Harper to approve renewal of the 
County's agreement for provider 
services with the S.D. Department 
of Health. The agreement is made 
for the purposes of providing 
clerical services for the Women, 
Infants and Children (WIC) Pro-
gram in Yankton County.  All pre-
sent voted aye; motion carried. 

Action 1517C:  A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Harper to approve the 
Budgeted cash transfer in the 
amount of $30,000.00 to Emer-
gency Management Fund.
All present voted aye; motion car-
ried. 

Action 1518C:  A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Moore to approve the
County Auditor to advertise for a 
Budget Supplement in the amount 
of $212,604.18 for
Bill Baggs Road Project.  All pre-
sent voted aye; motion carried. 

Action 1519C: A motion was 
made by Sinclair and seconded by 
Moore to adjourn. All present 
voted aye; motion carried.

The next regular meeting of the 
Board will be held Tuesday, May 
20th, 2014 at 3:30 PM in the 
Commission Chambers of the 
Yankton County Government 
Center.  

Bruce Jensen, Chairman
Yankton County Commission
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“We’ve been sending out
letters to representatives,
businesses and anything of
the like,” she said. “We also
did an ice cream sundae
fundraiser at my school.”

So far, Harper has raised
around $400.

Joining her will be Irene-
Wakonda teacher and FCCLA
advisor Jill Metheny. The
fundraising goal is to raise
around $2,000 to help pay for
both Metheny and Harper.

Metheny said her first
year of being an advisor has
been quite an experience.

“I’m kind of learning as I
go,” Metheny said. “It’s been
awesome, a little crazy and a
little frightening all at the
same time.”

On having a student go in
her first year of teaching,
Metheny said it’s a testament
to how hard Harper worked.

“South Dakota is incredi-
bly highly competitive at the
state level,” she said. “To
have somebody my first year
who won and did an out-
standing job is great.”

The last time Irene-
Wakonda sent a contingent to
the national competition was
2009.

Harper said she will be
competing in an individual
event known as “Recycle and
Redesign” at nationals.

“I take things that are old,
reuse them to make a new
sort of product and then I fig-
ure out how to market it,”
she said.

For her state-winning
entry, Harper designed a cell
phone case using a belt
buckle and old curtains.

Anyone interested in help-
ing with fundraising may
send monetary donations to
the Irene-Wakonda School
District at PO Box 5, Irene,
SD, 57037. A school auction is
planned for August to help
offset additional costs for the
trip.

You can follow Rob
Nielsen on Twitter at
twitter.com/RobNielsen-
PandD/. Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net/
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Obama: Child
Migrants Are
‘Urgent’ Issue
BY ALICIA A. CALDWELL AND
CHRISTOPHER SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama on Monday de-
scribed a surge in unaccompa-
nied immigrant children caught
trying to cross the Mexican
border as an “urgent humani-
tarian situation,” as the White
House asked Congress for an
extra $1.4 billion in federal
money to cope. Obama said the
U.S. will temporarily house the
children at two military bases.

Obama appointed the head
of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, Craig Fugate,
to be in charge of the situation.

In its new estimates, the
government said as many as
60,000 children, mostly from
Central America, could be
caught this year trying to cross
the Mexican border illegally,
costing the U.S. more than
$2.28 billion to house, feed and
transport the children to shel-
ters or reunite them with rela-
tives already living in the
United States. The new esti-
mate is about $1.4 billion more
than the government asked for
in Obama’s budget request
sent to Congress earlier this
year.

In the last eight months
alone, 47,000 children have
been apprehended at the
Southwest Border.

Obama described the grow-
ing humanitarian issue at the
border in a presidential memo-
randum Monday that outlined
a government-wide response
led by Fugate.

Obama’s director of domes-
tic policy, Cecilia Munoz, said
the number of children travel-
ing alone has been on the rise
since 2009, but the increase
was larger than last year.
Munoz said the group also now
includes more girls and larger
numbers of children younger
than 13.

“All of these things are con-
tributing to the sense of ur-
gency,” Munoz said. “These are
children who have gone
through a harrowing experi-
ence alone. We’re providing for
their proper care.”

The growth has surpassed
the system’s capacity to
process and house the chil-
dren. Last month, the federal
government opened an emer-
gency operations center at a
border headquarters in South
Texas to help coordinate the ef-
forts and the Office of Refugee
Resettlement, a division of the
Health and Human Services De-
partment, turned to the De-
fense Department for the
second time since 2012 to help
house children in barracks at
Lackland Air Force Base near
San Antonio.
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