
BY SUSAN MONTOYA BRYAN
Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. —
Officials at a Veterans Affairs
medical center in Albu-
querque say as many as 3,000
patients were assigned to a
doctor who didn’t actually
see them, a New Mexico con-
gresswoman said Wednesday.

The officials told U.S. Rep.
Michelle Lujan Grisham, D-
N.M., that the practice of put-
ting patients without primary
care doctors into a separate
pool was part of an effort to
balance demand and a short-
age of doctors at a facility
that handled nearly 660,000
outpatient visits last year. 

They said the health of pa-
tients was monitored and
those who needed urgent
care were seen either in clin-
ics, emergency rooms or
squeezed onto the schedule
of another doctor, but it was-
n’t immediately clear whether
the practice put any veterans
at risk.

It also wasn’t clear how
long they waited to be as-
signed to a doctor. Officials
said the practice began in
summer 2012 and lasted until
January 2014, but they have
not said what prompted the
end of the program. 

The congressional staffers
were told nearly two-thirds of
patients at the Albuquerque
VA medical center are seen

within a 14-day window, but
Lujan Grisham questioned
the data given that VA offi-
cials weren’t initially forth-
coming about the patient
pool.

The disclosure of the sepa-
rate patient pool, which was
managed though the local VA’s
computer system, comes as
the Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment grapples with allegations
that secret waiting lists and
delayed care sometimes led to
the death of veterans in other
states.

The congresswoman said
she has asked for more infor-
mation from VA officials, in-
cluding the results of an
internal review. “We want
everything, and I don’t think
we should stop until there’s
no stone left unturned,” she
said.

A VA spokeswoman didn’t
immediately return messages
seeking comment Wednesday.

The Albuquerque Journal
first reported on the practice
by the Albuquerque medical
center last week. 

The scrutiny began after a
federal investigation into the
troubled Phoenix VA Health
Care System found that about
1,700 veterans in need of care
were “at risk of being lost or
forgotten” after being kept off
an electronic waiting list.

Details about scheduling
problems at other VA facilities
have continued to surface
since the investigation began.

The probe has found wide-
spread problems throughout a
health care system that pro-
vides medical care to about
6.5 million veterans annually. 

An official with the VA
medical center in Wichita,

Kansas, said Wednesday that
385 veterans appeared on an
unauthorized list of those
waiting for care and an un-
known number of those veter-
ans waited longer than 90
days for treatment.
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Application ’Inconsistencies’ Arise
WASHINGTON (AP) — A huge new paperwork headache

for the government could also be jeopardizing coverage for
some of the millions of people who just got health insur-
ance under President Barack Obama’s law.

A government document provided to The Associated
Press indicates that at least 2 million people enrolled for
taxpayer-subsidized private health insurance have data
discrepancies in their applications that, if unresolved,
could affect what they pay for coverage, or even their legal
right to benefits.

The final number affected could well be higher. Accord-
ing to the administration the 2 million figure reflects only
consumers who signed up through the federally adminis-
tered HealthCare.gov website and call centers. The govern-
ment signed up about 5.4 million people, while state-run
websites signed up another 2.6 million.

For consumers, a discrepancy means that the informa-
tion they supplied, subject to perjury laws, does not match
what the government has on record.

For example, someone who underestimated his income,
and got too generous a subsidy as a result, could owe the
Internal Revenue Service money next year.

Taliban Video Shows Tense Handover 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — As a thin, tense-looking Sgt.

Bowe Bergdahl was handed over to U.S. forces, one of his
Taliban captors leaned in and warned him: “Don’t come
back to Afghanistan. You won’t make it out alive next time.”

Then, the American soldier, wearing traditional loose-fit-
ting Afghan trousers and a long tunic, was led away to a
U.S. military helicopter, where he was patted down for ex-
plosives or other weapons before climbing aboard.

The weekend handover in the dusty desert was docu-
mented in a 17-minute video emailed to news organizations
Wednesday by the Taliban, which touted the exchange of
Bergdahl for five Guantanamo detainees as a victory, while
debate raged in the U.S. over the deal and whether the 28-
year-old from Hailey, Idaho, should be punished as a
deserter.

Bergdahl’s hometown on Wednesday canceled plans for
a welcome-home celebration later this month, citing con-
cerns over its ability to handle the large crowds — both for
and against the soldier — that were expected. The town of
8,000 has been swamped with critical emails and phone
calls over Bergdahl.

Some Americans have questioned whether he deserves
a hero’s welcome, since he was captured after walking
away from his unit, unarmed, in 2009. U.S. lawmakers and
others have also complained that Congress should have
been consulted about the prisoner exchange, that the deal
will embolden the Taliban to snatch more American sol-
diers, and that the released Afghans will filter back to the
battlefield.

Rebels Capture 3 Bases In E. Ukraine
LUHANSK, Ukraine (AP) — Pro-Russian insurgents cap-

tured three government bases in eastern Ukraine in a se-
ries of humiliating defeats for the beleaguered armed
forces on Wednesday, as the president-elect promised new
initiatives to help end the mutiny in the country’s indus-
trial heartland.

Petro Poroshenko, speaking in Warsaw after meeting
with President Barack Obama and other Western leaders,
rejected a call from Ukraine’s interim authorities to intro-
duce martial law in the restive east, saying he would seek
to pacify the region with an offer of amnesty and a promise
of early regional elections.

Poroshenko’s overture, expected to be detailed in his
inaugural address on Saturday, came as the Ukrainian
troops suffered a series of embarrassing setbacks on
Wednesday.

National Guard forces ran out of ammunition and had to
flee their base near the eastern city of Luhansk after hours
of battle in which six militants were killed and three Ukrain-
ian servicemen were injured.

The defeat came as rebel forces seized a border guard
headquarters on the city’s outskirts after besieging it for
two days, then forced guards out of another base in the
nearby town of Sverdlovsk on the Russian border. The
guards there were granted safe passage and left with their
weapons.

Assad Wins Syria’s Presidential Election 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — Syrian President Bashar

Assad has been re-elected in a landslide, officials said
Wednesday, capturing another seven-year term in the mid-
dle of a bloody 3-year-old uprising against his rule that has
devastated the country.

Syria’s parliament speaker, Jihad Laham, announced the
final results from Tuesday’s election, saying Assad gar-
nered 10,319,723 votes, or 88.7 percent. Assad’s two chal-
lengers, Hassan al-Nouri and Maher Hajjar, won 4.3 percent
and 3.2 percent respectively. The Supreme Constitutional
Court put turnout at 73.42 percent.

Assad’s victory was always a foregone conclusion, de-
spite the presence of other candidates on the ballot for the
first time in decades. The opposition and its Western allies
denounced the election as a farce, with U.S. Secretary of
State John Kerry calling it a “great big zero.”

Damascus erupted into a thunderous, rolling clap of cel-
ebratory gunfire that appeared to include heavy weaponry
after the results were announced. Thousands of Assad sup-
porters flocked the streets to celebrate, some waving large
Syrian flags and others carrying photos of Assad as car
horns blared. Some men broke into the familiar pro-Assad
chant: “With our souls, with our blood, we sacrifice for
you, Bashar!”

Lebanon’s Al-Mayadeen television aired live footage
from the government stronghold of Latakia and the war-
ravaged city of Homs, which the government recaptured
last month, showing crowds of people celebrating with
flags and posters of Assad amid cries of “God, Syria,
Bashar!” Fireworks lit up the night sky in Latakia.
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O B I T UA R I E S
Dale Sullivan

Dale Sullivan, 82, of Avon
died Wednesday, June 4, 2014,
at the Good Samaritan Society
in Wagner. 

Graveside services are at
1:30 p.m. Saturday, June 7, at
the Trinity Presbyterian Ceme-
tery, rural Avon, with Military
Honors. 

Crosby-Jaeger Funeral
Home in Avon is in charge of
arrangements.  

Remembering UCSB

NHAT V. MEYER/BAY AREA NEWS GROUP/MCT
Quinntin Coffey, who graduated a year after Weihan “David”
Wang at Fremont Christian School, talks about Wang during a
memorial service at Harbor Light Church in Fremont, Calif. Wang
was one of six UC Santa Barbara students killed on May 23 in
Isla Vista. 

Mourning, Tight Security Mark
Tiananmen’s 25th Anniversary
BY GILLIAN WONG
Associated Press

BEIJING — Yin Min held the ashes of
her son and wept, she said, as she
marked 25 years since he was killed in the
crackdown by Chinese tanks and troops
on protests at Tiananmen Square. Out-
side, guards kept a close eye on her home
while police blanketed central Beijing to
block any public commemoration of one
of the darkest chapters in recent Chinese
history.

“How has the world become like this? I
don’t even have one bit of power. Why
must we be controlled so strictly this
year?” Yin said in a telephone interview.
“I looked at his ashes, I looked at his old
things, and I cried bitterly.”

China allows no public discussion of
the events of June 3-4, 1989, when sol-
diers backed by tanks and armored per-
sonnel carriers fought their way into the
heart of Beijing, killing hundreds, possibly
thousands, of unarmed protesters and
onlookers. 

On Wednesday, scores of police and
paramilitary troops patrolled the vast
plaza and surrounding streets in Beijing’s
heart, stopping vehicles and demanding
identification from passers-by. Chinese
censors scrubbed domestic blogs and so-
cial media websites of comments marking
the crackdown.

The silence in the mainland about the
anniversary of a pivotal event that
shocked the world contrasted with bois-
terous commemorations in Hong Kong. 

Large crowds gathered Wednesday

night in the city’s Victoria Park for an an-
nual candlelight vigil to remember the
Tiananmen victims, holding candles aloft
that turned the vast area into a sea of
flickering light. 

Activists laid a wreath at a makeshift
memorial as the names and biographical
details of people killed in the crackdown
were read out. Organizers said more than
180,000 people took part, with many over-
flowing into the streets around the park’s
main entrance. 

Elsewhere, U.S. Secretary of State John
Kerry urged China to release those jailed
in connection with the events. “For all
people who seek freedom, Tiananmen
Square still stirs our conscience,” he said
in a statement. 

Some relatives of the crackdown’s vic-
tims in Beijing were allowed to pay their
respects at cemeteries — but only with
police escorts. Others did so at home
under surveillance, expressing frustration
at the restrictions placed on their
remembrances.

“I told my son this morning, ‘Your
mother is powerless and helpless, after
more than 20 years I don’t even have the
chance to appeal for support,”’ said Yin,
whose 19-year-old son, Ye Weihang, was
killed in the crackdown. Police have kept
a round-the-clock surveillance of her
home since April, she said, and the rela-
tives’ hopes of gathering and holding a
public commemoration were dashed.

“You’re not only re-opening my scars,
you’re spreading salt and chili powder
into them,” Yin said she told her minders. 

The Chinese government has largely
ignored the relatives’ demands for an

admission of wrongdoing and for a com-
plete, formal accounting of the crack-
down and the number of casualties.
Beijing’s verdict is that the student-led
protests aimed to topple the ruling Com-
munist Party and plunge China into
chaos. Protest leaders said they were
seeking broader democracy and freedom,
along with an end to corruption and fa-
voritism within the party. 

Near the square in Beijing, reporters
were told to leave following the daily
crack-of-dawn flag-raising ceremony and
there were no signs of demonstrations or
public commemorations. Dozens of dissi-
dents and other critics have already been
detained by police, held under house ar-
rest or sent out of the city in what they
say is a more restrictive clampdown than
usual reflecting the increasingly conserva-
tive political atmosphere under President
Xi Jinping. 

On normal days, the vast plaza is
closely watched by surveillance cameras
and plainclothes police and officers riding
Segways, but most people are allowed to
enter without having their IDs checked.
Wednesday’s measures, including the de-
ployment of hundreds of security and
emergency services personnel, were a
dramatic tightening.

Authorities allowed about a dozen rel-
atives of four people killed in the crack-
down to pay their respects at a cemetery
in Beijing, but they were under police es-
cort and were watched by several dozen
plainclothes officers, according to Zhang
Xianling, a member of a group that cam-
paigns for the crackdown’s victims. 

Thousands Of Veterans Left Without Doctor


