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Rise Of Shiite Militias
Could Fracture Iraq

PARTICIPATE IN THE 2014
Pulse of America Shopping &
Media Survey and you may
win $2,000! Go to:
www.pulsepoll.com and enter
survey code ‘148’. Sponsored
by South Dakota Newspaper
Association and Pulse
Research.

NOTICES

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS
statewide for only $150.00. Put
the South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to work
for you today! (25 words for
$150. Each additional word
$5.) Call this newspaper or
800-658-3697 for details.
OTR/CDL DRIVERS

MYRL & ROY’S PAVING AND
ACE READY MIX are now hir-
ing CDL Drivers. Competitive
wages and benefits. Stop by
the corner of Rice and N
Bahnson Ave. in Sioux Falls or
call 605-334-3204.
www.myrlandroy’spaving.com
Drivers Wanted: CDL, owner
operators, freight from
Midwest up to 48 states, home
regularly, newer equipment,
Health, 401K, call Randy, A&A
Express, 800-658-3549
WANTED

WANTED: HANDFULS OF SOIL
from locally historic sites.
Send with pertinent infor-
mation to: South Dakotans for
the Inclusive Arts, PO Box 1,
Plankinton, SD 57368

Pope
Laments A
Tired’
Europe;
Decries
Joblessness

BY FRANCES D’EMILIO
Associated Press

ROME (AP) — Pope
Francis on Sunday criti-
cized Europe for becom-
ing what he called “tired”
because of low birth
rates and the increasing
numbers of young people
who neither work nor
study.

Francis delivered the
harsh assessment as he
visited an ancient Rome
basilica in Trastevere, a
traditionally working-
class neighborhood that
is also home to a Catholic
organization, Sant’Egidio
Community, whose volun-
teers help the elderly, im-
migrants and other
needy.

Francis said Europe
often “discards” both its
elderly, by shunting them
aside, and its young, by
failing to provide work.

A people which does-
n't care for its elderly,
which doesn't take care
of its young people, is a
people without a future, a
people without hope,”
Francis said.

The pope said by help-
ing both young and old,
“you begin to renew soci-
ety.”

As he did earlier in the
day, when he addressed
tens of thousands of faith-
ful in St. Peter’s Square,
Francis asked for others’
prayers.

“You need to pray for
me in overtime,” Francis
quipped.

Last week, Francis
canceled two days of
meetings after coming
down with what the Vati-
can would only describe
as a 'mild” illness. He
was back in the public
eye Wednesday, appear-
ing to hold up well in the
hot, humid heat during
his weekly audience.

Earlier Sunday, Francis
announced he had ac-
cepted an invitation to go
to Albania in September.
In August, he flies to
South Korea for events
that include a jamboree
with Catholic youths.

APPLIANCE SALES/

Riverside Auto Body
www.riversideautobody-gonegreen.com
402-667-3285

920 Broadway, Yankton
665-9461

A’llallﬂ

www.amana.com

@ LG

YMAYIAG

Services Center
Federal Credit Union
609 W. 21st, Yankton, SD

BY HAMZA HENDAWI AND QAS-
SIM ABDUL-ZAHRA
Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Emboldened
by a call to arms by the top
Shiite cleric, Iranian-backed
militias have moved quickly to
the center of Iraq’s political
landscape, spearheading what
its Shiite majority sees as a
fight for survival against Sunni
militants who control of large
swaths of territory north of
Baghdad.

The emergence of the mili-
tias as a legitimate force enjoy-
ing the support of the
Shiite-led government and the
blessing of the religious estab-
lishment poses a threat to
Iraq’s unity, planting the seed
for new sectarian strife and
taking the regional Shiite-
Sunni divide to a potentially
explosive level.

Iraq’s Shiite militias at-
tacked U.S. forces during the
eight-year American presence
in the country. They also were
in the lead in the Sunni-Shiite
killings of 2006-07, pushing
Iraq to the brink of civil war.
Their death squads targeted
radical Sunnis and they or-
chestrated the cleansing of
Sunnis from several Baghdad
neighborhoods.

More recently, Shiite mili-
tias have been battling along-
side the forces of President
Bashar Assad and Lebanon’s
Shiite Hezbollah against
mostly Sunni rebels and mili-
tants in neighboring Syria.
Some of them have returned
home to Iraq — first to fight
Sunni militants in Anbar
province, and now on Bagh-
dad’s northern fringes and in
Salahuddin and Ninevah
provinces.

Those are the areas where
the Sunni militants from the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the
Levant, or ISIL, captured cities
and towns in a lightning offen-
sive last week. Among their
gains were Mosul, Iraq’s sec-
ond-largest city, and Tikrit, the
hometown of Saddam Hussein.

Security officials said Shiite
militiamen have been fighting
for months on the govern-
ment’s side against ISIL fight-
ers in areas west of Baghdad
in mainly Sunni Anbar
province as well as parts of

Diyala province northeast of
the capital. They also have
been fighting Sunni militants
south of Baghdad. Their in-
volvement, however, has
never been publicly acknowl-
edged by the government of
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.

Their enhanced role in the
fight against the Sunni mili-
tants will deepen Iran’s influ-
ence in [raq, giving the
non-Arab and mostly Shiite
country a role similar to the
one it plays in Syria. Tehran
has thrown its weight behind
Assad’s government in his
struggle against mostly Sunni
rebels and militants from al-
Qaida-inspired or linked
groups.

Shiite militiamen inter-
viewed by The Associated
Press in the past two days talk
of undergoing training in Iran
and then being flown to Syria
to fight on the government’s
side. Once there, they say they
are met by Iranian operatives
who give them weapons and
their assignment.

The militiamen, inter-
viewed separately, paint a pic-
ture of their groups as being
inspired by what they call a
“grave” threat to their commu-
nity. They say they have been
motivated by the call to arms
by their most revered cleric,
the Iranian-born Grand Ayatol-
lah Ali al-Sistani.

Ominously, they don't see
the ISIL as their sole enemy;
they also list Iragi Sunnis
whom they accuse of support-
ing the al-Qaida-inspired group
in areas now under the mili-
tants’ control.

Their comments also sug-
gest a high level of acquies-
cence by al-Maliki’s Shiite-led
government. Six years ago, the
government battled the Shiite
militias in Basra to establish
his authority and project his
image as a national leader.

Now, al-Maliki publicly
meets with militia leaders, like
Qais al-Khazali of the Iranian-
backed Asaib Ahl al-Haq, or
League of the Righteous, a
group that staged some spec-
tacular attacks against U.S.
troops before their withdrawal
in 2011.

Hadi al-Amiri, a Shiite Cabi-
net minister who once led the
Badr Brigade militia, created

by Iran and trained by its Rev-
olutionary Guard in the 1980s,
is now a close ally of al-Maliki
and personally directs battles
against militants in Diyala
province northeast of Bagh-
dad, where he won a parlia-
ment seat in April elections.

After years of repeated as-
surances that the Badr
Brigade had ceased to exist as
a militia, bearded men in mili-
tary uniform bearing its in-
signia appeared on state-run
TV last week, standing shoul-
der-to-shoulder with army
troops.

The militiamen and their
leaders offer a glimpse of what
may be in store following the
fighters’ public empowerment.

“Anyone who supports or
sympathizes with the ISIL is a
terrorist,” Abu Wareth al-
Moussawi, a spokesman for
the Iraqi al-Nugabaa militia,
told the AP from Iran. “We will
never allow ISIL to control
Iraq, and we will target anyone
who supports it.”

Jassim al-Jazaeri, a senior
leader of the Iranian-backed
Hezbollah Brigades, a Shiite
militia based in southern Iraq,
blames the loss of territory in
the north partially on Sunni
political leaders. “We know
that ISIL has a base of support
in Mosul,” he said.

Since al-Sistani made his
call to arms Friday through a
representative, Shiite militias
have flexed their muscles on
the streets of Baghdad and in
cities across the mostly Shiite
south, including Basra. There
were parades of pickup trucks
carrying armed fighters chant-
ing Shiite slogans and vowing
to crush the ISIL.

Radical and anti-American
Shiite leader Mugtada al-Sadr,
whose Mahdi army fought
some street battles against the
Americans, has called for pa-
rades of Shiite militiamen
across Iraq next weekend, evi-
dence of their empowerment.

“The defense of Iraq and its
people and holy sites is a duty
on every citizen who can
carry arms and fight terror-
ists,” said al-Sistani’s represen-
tative, Sheik Abdul-Mahdi
alKarbalaie, in a Friday ser-
mon. “They must volunteer in
the security forces for this
holy cause.”

Kasem Was An Island Of Calm

BY ANTHONY MCCARTNEY AND
DAVID BAUDER
AP Entertainment Writers

LOS ANGELES (AP) —In
pop culture, Casey Kasem was
as sweet and dependable as a
glass of warm milk and a plate
of chocolate chip cookies,
which only made the ugliness
of his last few years of life
seem more bizarre and tragic.

The radio host of “Ameri-
can Top 40” and voice of ani-
mated television characters
like Scooby-Doo’s sidekick
Shaggy died Sunday morning
at a hospital in Gig Harbor,
Washington. He was 82. He suf-
fered from a form of dementia,
and his three adult children
from his first wife fought a bit-
ter legal battle with Kasem’s
second wife, Jean, over con-
trol of his health care in his
final months.

That made Kasem a fixture
on news outlets that feed on
the sleazier side of celebrity
life at a time when it wasn't
clear he was aware of it or
even able to understand.

This wouldn’t seem all that
remarkable for a bad-behaving
pop star or actor who shed
spouses with the frequency of
changing characters. But this
was Casey Kasem, whose work
epitomized the gentler, roman-
tic side of pop culture, of a
time when stars were admired
for their celebrity and wor-
shipped for their talent.

“American Top 40,” with
Kasem'’s soft, homey voice
counting down the hits, was a
refuge from shock jocks or the
screaming big-city radio
voices. It was dependable,
broadcast on some 1,000 sta-
tions at its peak, so if you were
driving in Connecticut or
Kansas, California or Ken-
tucky, you could always take a
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Casey Kasem, the voice of the
syndicated show “American Top
40” died Sunday morning at age
82.

measure of the pop charts
with Casey.

Kasem weaved stories
around the songs, anecdotes
about interactions with fans or
gee-whiz tales about how stars
got their starts. Seldom was
heard a discouraging word,
unless it was a starting point
for a narrative about coming
back from hardship, the dark-
ness before the dawn.

Interspersed in the count-
downs were the long-distance
dedications, songs played for
a long-lost or distant lover in
the hope a heart would be
stirred. You'd wince at some of
the hokey song selections, but
only the truly cynic would
laugh at the emotion that
spilled out of the letters
Kasem read.

At the end of the show, al-
ways, would come Kasem'’s
signature words of advice:
“Keep your feet on the ground,
and keep reaching for the
stars.”

On the first “American Top
40" in July 1970, Kasem

counted down to Three Dog
Night's “Mama Told Me Not to
Come” at the No. 1 spot. As
the years went on, Kasem pro-
gressed through disco and
punk, arena rock and rap. All
were welcome under Casey’s
big tent.

Kasem was of Lebanese de-
scent, born in Detroit as
Kemal Amin Kasem, and he
spoke out on issues promoting
greater understanding of Arab-
Americans throughout his life.
He made his name as a disc
jockey, and when his career
blossomed in the Los Angeles
area, he took on other voice
work. He was Robin in the ani-
mated “Batman” series. He
once said his work on
“Scooby-Doo” would outlast
anything he did.

He was succeeded at
“American Top 40” in 2004 by
Ryan Seacrest, a fan who said
he used to imitate Kasem
counting down the hits when
he was a boy.

“When decades later I took
over his AT40 countdown
show, it was a surreal mo-
ment,” Seacrest said in a state-
ment. “Casey had a distinctive
friendly on-air voice, and he
was just as affable and nice if
you had the privilege to be in
his company. He'll be greatly
missed by all of us.”

“Scooby-Doo” may last
longer, but we'll bet Kasem
will most be remembered for
“American Top 40” and his
place in the continuum of pop
music accounting, from
“American Bandstand” to
“Soul Train,” “Total Request
Live” to Spotify playlists.

Hard feelings being what
they are, it’s difficult to imag-
ine the fight between the peo-
ple Kasem is leaving behind
will simply end with his death.
Kasem, at least, is at peace.
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CPS Re-Examining Child Endangerment

DENVER (AP) — A Colorado man loses custody of his
children after getting a medical marijuana card. The daugh-
ter of a Michigan couple growing legal medicinal pot is
taken by child-protection authorities after an ex-husband
says their plants endangered kids.

And police officers in New Jersey visit a home after a 9-
year-old mentions his mother’s hemp advocacy at school.

While the cases were eventually decided in favor of the
parents, the incidents underscore a growing dilemma:
While a pot plant in the basement may not bring criminal
charges in many states, the same plant can become a piece
of evidence in child custody or abuse cases.

“The legal standard is always the best interest of the
children, and you can imagine how subjective that can
get,” said Jess Cochrane, who helped found Boston-based
Family Law & Cannabis Alliance after finding child-abuse
laws have been slow to catch up with pot policy.

No data exist to show how often pot use comes up in
custody disputes, or how often child-welfare workers inter-
vene in homes where marijuana is used.

Foes Of Gay Marriage Vow To Fight On

For foes of same-sex marriage, their losing streak keeps
growing. Some sense a lost cause, others vow to fight on.

On Election Day in 2012, they went 0-for-4 on state bal-
lot measures. A year ago, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
the federal government must recognize same-sex mar-
riages. And over the past seven months, more than a dozen
federal and state judges have struck down part or all of
state-level bans on gay marriage, with no rulings going the
other way.

Faced with these developments, some longtime oppo-
nents of gay marriage now say that its nationwide legaliza-
tion via a Supreme Court ruling is inevitable. Others refuse
to concede, and some leaders of that cohort will be rally-
ing Thursday at a March for Marriage in Washington that
they hope will draw many thousands.

The event’s main sponsor is the National Organization
for Marriage, which engaged in several successful state
campaigns against gay marriage prior to the 2012 votes in
Maine, Maryland, Minnesota and Washington state that re-
versed the tide.

NOM is promoting the march with a website that evokes
a “road to victory” and a video featuring dramatic back-
ground music.

Hamas militants Accused Of Kidnapping

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s prime minister on Sunday
accused the Hamas militant group of kidnapping three Is-
raeli teenagers who disappeared over the weekend, as the
military arrested dozens of Palestinians and closed off
West Bank roads in a frantic search for the youths.

The crisis escalated already heightened tensions be-
tween Israel and the new Palestinian government, which is
headed by Western-backed President Mahmoud Abbas but
backed by Hamas. Israel, which considers Hamas a terror-
ist group, has condemned the alliance and said it holds
Abbas responsible for the teens’ safety.

“Hamas terrorists carried out Thursday’s kidnapping of
three Israeli teenagers. We know that for a fact,” Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu said. “Hamas denials do not
change this fact.”

Speaking in English, Netanyahu also tried to rally inter-
national opinion against the new Palestinian government.
His calls for the international community to shun the gov-
ernment have been ignored so far.

“Instead of abiding by his international obligation to dis-
arm Hamas, President Abbas has chosen to make Hamas
his partner,” he added. “I believe that the dangers of that
pact now should be abundantly clear to all.”
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Business AD-vantage

Where You Find Business & Professional EXPERTS!

J&H Cleaning Services, Inc. Johnso
Carpet Services ¢ Janitorial Services ¢, i
605-665-2571 or 605-661-9211 605-665-5686

" BankiNG [l CLEANING

A NEW

n Electric, LLP

BREED OF YELLOW PAGES

AUTO BODY CLEANING ELECTRICAL FUNERAL/CREMATION

MEDICAL CLINIC

Lewis and Clark

HEATING

L&S Electric

First Dakota
National Bank

225 Cedar St., 665-7432
2105 Broadway, 665-4999

ARCH SUPPORT

Boston Shoes To Boots

312 West 3rd, Yankton, SD
605-665-9092

AUTO BODY

Justras Body Shop
2806 Fox Run Parkway
Yankton, 665-3929

Advertise Here!

eCarpet & Upholstery Cleaning
eDuct Cleaning

sFire/Smoke ¢Water Restoration
eMold Testing & Remediation

665-5700 :
1-800-529-2450 =

. 605-664-0980

Call 665-7811

Also online at www.yankton.net

Harry Lane, Contractor
665-6612 * 661-1040

Brightway Electric, LLC
Serving SD & NE - Licensed & Insured
760-3505 * 661-9594

FAMILY
MEMORIALS

Yankton Monument Co.
325 Douglas, Yankton

Wintz & Ray

FUNERAL HOME

and Cremation Service, Inc.
Yankton ¢ 605-665-3644

Garden of Memories Cemetery

Wintz
FUNERAL HOME

Hartington, Coleridge & Crofton

402-254-6547

wintzrayfuneralhome.com
Tiusted For Generations

& COOLING
Family Medicine
2525 Fox Run Parkway, Ste. 200
Yankton, SD * (605)260-2100

INSURANCE

L% cihak insurance
311 Walnut St., Yankton
605-665-9393

PETS

Canine Grooming
Center, L.L.C.
718 Douglas, Yankton, 665-8885

RESTAURANTS

JoDean’s Restaurant
2809 Broadway, Yankton, 665-9884

HEATING
& COOLING

920 Broadway, Yankton
665-9461

Turn to the Experts




