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BAGHDAD — Nearly four
dozen Sunni detainees were
gunned down at a jail north of
Baghdad, a car bomb struck a
Shiite neighborhood of the
capital and four young Sunnis
were found slain, as ominous
signs emerged Tuesday that
open warfare between the
two main Muslim sects has
returned to Iraq.

The killings, following the
capture by Sunni insurgents
of a large swath of the coun-
try stretching to Syria, were
the first hints of the begin-
nings of a return to sectarian
bloodletting that nearly tore
the country apart in 2006 and
2007.

During the United States’
eight-year presence in Iraq,
American forces acted as a
buffer between the two Is-
lamic sects, albeit with lim-
ited success. The U.S.
military is now being pulled
back in — with a far more lim-
ited mission and far fewer
troops, as President Barack
Obama nears a decision on
an array of options for com-
bating the Islamic militants.

In the latest sect-on-sect
violence, at least 44 Sunni de-
tainees were slaughtered by
gun shots to the head and
chest by pro-government Shi-
ite militiamen after Sunni in-
surgents tried to storm the
jail near Baqouba, northeast
of Baghdad, police said. 

The Iraqi military gave a
different account and put the
death toll at 52, insisting the
Sunni inmates were killed by
mortar shells in the attack

late Monday on the facility.
In Baghdad, the bullet-rid-

dled bodies of four men in
their late 20s or early 30s,
presumably Sunnis, were
found Tuesday at different lo-
cations in the Shiite neighbor-
hood of Benouk, according to
police and morgue officials
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorized to talk with
the media.

Also Tuesday, a car bomb
in Baghdad’s Shiite Sadr City
district killed 12 people and
wounded 30 in a crowded
outdoor market, police and
hospital officials said. No one
claimed responsibility for the
bombing, but attacks target-
ing Shiite districts are rou-
tinely the work of Sunni
militants.

The sectarian violence
was a grim reminder of a dark
chapter in Iraq’s history
when nearly a decade ago the
city woke up virtually every
morning to find dozens of
bodies dumped in the streets,
trash heaps or in the Tigris
river, bullet-riddled or with
torture marks.

Obama has said he would
not commit the U.S. to mili-
tary action in Iraq unless the
government in Baghdad
moves to “set aside sectarian
differences, to promote sta-
bility, and account for the le-
gitimate interests of all of
Iraq’s communities.” In the
absence of that type of politi-
cal effort, Obama has said
any American military action
would not succeed.

In a move apparently de-
signed to satisfy Obama’s de-
mand for political inclusion,
Iraq’s Shiite, Sunni and Kur-

dish leaders issued a joint
statement late Tuesday
stressing the importance of
setting “national priorities”
that adhere to democratic
mechanisms in resolving divi-
sions and condemning sectar-
ian rhetoric.

A U.N. commission, mean-
while, warned Tuesday that
“a regional war in the Middle
East draws ever closer” as
Sunni insurgents advance
across Iraq to control areas
bridging the Iraq-Syria fron-
tier. It said Iraq’s turmoil will
have “violent repercussions,”
most dangerously the rise of
sectarian violence as “a di-
rect consequence of the dom-
inance of extremist groups.”

In a move certain to exac-
erbate regional Shiite-Sunni
tensions, the Iraqi govern-
ment made a scathing attack
on Saudi Arabia, accusing the
Arab world’s Sunni power-
house of meddling in its af-
fairs and acquiescing to
terrorism. The harsh words
came in response to a Saudi
Cabinet statement blaming
what it called “the sectarian
and exclusionist policies in
Iraq in recent years” for the
latest violence. 

There were conflicting de-
tails about the clashes at the
jail in the al-Kattoun district
near Baqouba, the capital of
Diyala province, which was
one of the bloodiest battle-
fields of the U.S.-led war.

The fighting, some 40
miles northeast of Baghdad,
was the closest to the Iraqi
capital since the al-Qaida

breakaway group the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant
began its lightning advance,
seizing key northern cities in
the Sunni heartland last
week.

Officers said the local po-
lice station came under at-
tack by Sunni militants who
fired rocket-propelled
grenades before opening fire
with assault rifles in an at-
tempt to free the detainees.

A SWAT team accompa-
nied by Shiite militiamen
rushed to the scene and or-
dered the policemen to leave,
according to the officers.
When the police later re-
turned to the station, they
found 44 detainees dead.

The bodies were taken to
the Baqouba morgue, where
an official said most had gun-
shot wounds to the head and
chest. One detainee, however,
survived and was taken to
the hospital.

Police later arrived at the
hospital and took the
wounded man away, a hospi-
tal official said. The police of-
ficers and morgue and
hospital officials all spoke on
condition of anonymity, fear-
ing for their safety.

A different account was
provided to The Associated
Press by Iraq’s chief military
spokesman, Lt. Gen. Qassim
al-Moussawi, who said the de-
tainees died when the attack-
ers from the Islamic State
shelled the station with mor-
tars. Nine attackers also were
killed, he said.
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Obama To Create Largest Ocean Reserve
WASHINGTON (AP) — Vowing to protect fragile marine

life, President Barack Obama acted Tuesday to create the
world’s largest ocean preserve by expanding a national
monument his predecessor established in waters thou-
sands of miles from the American mainland.

The designation for a remote stretch of the Pacific
Ocean marks a major symbolic victory for environmental-
ists, who have urged the president to take action on his
own to protect the planet as Congress turns its focus else-
where. But the initiative will have limited practical implica-
tions because little fishing or drilling are taking place even
without the new protections.

Protecting the world’s oceans and the vibrant ecosys-
tems that thrive deep under the surface is a task that’s big-
ger than any one country but the U.S. must take the lead,
Obama said, announcing the initiative during an ocean con-
servation conference.

“Let’s make sure that years from now we can look our
children in the eye and tell them that, yes, we did our part,
we took action, and we led the way toward a safer, more
stable world,” Obama said in a video message.

Obama hasn’t settled on the final boundaries for the ex-
panded Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument,
and will solicit input from fishermen, scientists and conser-
vation experts. Obama’s senior counselor, John Podesta,
said that process would start immediately and wrap up “in
the very near future.”

FDA Prepping Plan To Reduce Salt
WASHINGTON (AP) — Food companies and restaurants

could soon face government pressure to make their foods
less salty — a long-awaited federal effort to try to prevent
thousands of deaths each year from heart disease and
stroke.

The Food and Drug Administration is preparing volun-
tary guidelines asking the food industry to lower sodium
levels, FDA Commissioner Margaret Hamburg told The As-
sociated Press. Hamburg said in a recent interview that the
sodium is “of huge interest and concern” to the agency. 

“We believe we can make a big impact working with the
industry to bring sodium levels down, because the current
level of consumption really is higher than it should be for
health,” Hamburg said.

It’s still unclear when FDA will release the guidelines,
despite its 2013 goal to have them completed this year.

Hamburg said she hoped the agency would be able to
publicly discuss the issue “relatively soon.” On Tuesday,
FDA spokeswoman Erica Jefferson said there is no set time-
line for their release.

The food industry has already made some reductions,
and has prepared for government action since a 2010 Insti-
tute of Medicine report said companies had not made
enough progress on making foods less salty. The IOM ad-
vised the government to establish maximum sodium levels
for different foods, though the FDA said then — and main-
tains now — that it favors a voluntary route.

Americans eat about 1 1/2 teaspoons of salt daily, about
a third more than the government recommends for good
health and enough to increase the risk of high blood pres-
sure, strokes and other problems. Most of that sodium is
hidden inside common processed foods and restaurant
meals.

In addition to flavor, companies use sodium to increase
shelf life, prevent the growth of bacteria, or improve tex-
ture and appearance. That makes it more difficult to re-
move from some products, Hamburg noted.

Once the guidelines are issued, Americans won’t notice
an immediate taste difference in higher-sodium foods like
pizza, pasta, bread and soups. The idea would be to en-
courage gradual change so consumers’ taste buds can ad-
just, and to give the companies time to develop
lower-sodium foods.

Kenyatta Blames Attacks On Locals
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — The killers in the Kenyan vil-

lage singled out non-Muslims, shooting them point-blank or
slitting their throats, just like the previous night in an adja-
cent hamlet. A Somali extremist group claimed responsibil-
ity but Kenya’s president on Tuesday blamed local political
networks for the 60 deaths.

President Uhuru Kenyatta, in a national address, said
evidence indicates that the motive for the killing spree was
to evict a community of people in order to grab the land
along the coast near the Somali border. He said al-Shabab,
a Somali group linked to al-Qaida, was not behind it.

But analysts expressed doubt. Matt Bryden, the former
head of the U.N. Monitoring Group on Somalia, said al-
Shabab has never claimed credit for an attack it didn’t
carry out. 

“It has all the hallmarks of an al-Shabab attack, said Bry-
den, now the head of Sahan Research. “Secondly, there’s
been no sign of a Kenyan group carrying out an attack on
this scale or with these tactics.”

In a nearby village, residents stood on top of burned-out
vehicles and erected barricades of burning tires to block-
ade the road in protest against the recent killings and what
they claimed was the government’s failure to provide them
with enough security. Some residents abandoned another
village with their belongings on their heads while armed
security forces marched in single file along narrow paths
leading through the dense swamp and forest, searching for
the killers.

Al-Shabab said Monday that such attacks would con-
tinue “as you continue to invade our lands and oppress in-
nocent Muslims.”  Al-Shabab gunmen attacked an upscale
mall in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, last September, killing
at least 67 people in reprisal for Kenya sending its troops
to Somalia.

Canada OKs Pipeline To Pacific Coast
TORONTO (AP) — Canada’s government on Tuesday

approved a controversial proposed pipeline to the Pacific
Coast that would allow oil to be shipped to Asia, which
would be major step in the country’s efforts to diversify its
oil exports.  

The approval Tuesday was expected but whether En-
bridge’s Northern Gateway pipeline ever gets built remains
in question as there is fierce aboriginal and environmental
opposition in British Columbia and court challenges are ex-
pected. 

Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper has called
Canada an emerging energy superpower and he has been a
staunch supporter of the pipeline after the U.S. delayed a
decision on TransCanada’s Keystone XL pipeline that
would take oil from Alberta to the U.S. Gulf Coast. 

Enbridge’s pipeline would transport 525,000 barrels of
oil a day from Alberta’s oil sands to the Pacific to deliver
oil to Asia, mainly energy-hungry China.  About 220 large
oil tankers a year would visit the Pacific coast town of Kiti-
mat and opponents fear pipeline leaks and a potential
Exxon Valdez-like disaster on the pristine Pacific coast. 

The Keystone XL pipeline and the Northern Gateway
project are critical to Canada, which needs infrastructure
in place to export its growing oil sands production. The
northern Alberta region has the world’s third largest oil re-
serves, with 170 billion barrels of proven reserves.  

Harper has said Canada’s national interest makes the
pipelines essential and it is a legacy issue for him. He was
“profoundly disappointed” that U.S. President Barack
Obama delayed a decision on the Texas Keystone XL op-
tion, and spoke of the need to diversify Canada’s oil indus-
try. Ninety-seven percent of Canadian oil exports now go to
the U.S. 

Meanwhile, China’s growing economy is hungry for
Canadian oil. Chinese state-owned companies have in-
vested more than $40 billion in Canadian energy in the past
few years.

BY LOLITA C. BALDOR
AND NANCY BENAC
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. spe-
cial forces seized a “key
leader” of the deadly Beng-
hazi, Libya, attack and he is
on his way to face trial in the
U.S. for the fiery assault that
killed the U.S. ambassador
and three other Americans,
the Obama administration
announced Tuesday. It was
the first breakthrough in the
sudden overseas violence in
2012 that has become a fes-
tering political sore at home.

President Barack Obama
said the capture on Sunday
of Ahmed Abu Khattala
sends a clear message to the
world that “when Americans
are attacked, no matter how
long it takes, we will find
those responsible and we
will bring them to justice.”

“We will find you,” Obama
declared.

As recently as last Au-
gust, though, Abu Khattala
told The Associated Press
that he was not in hiding nor
had he been questioned by
Libyan authorities about the
attack at the diplomatic com-
pound. He denied involve-
ment and said that he had
abandoned the militia. Ad-
ministration officials said
Tuesday that despite his
media interviews, he
“evaded capture” until the
weekend when military spe-
cial forces, including mem-
bers of the Army’s elite Delta
Force, nabbed him.

Whatever the path to his
capture, he was headed for
the United States to face
what Obama called “the full
weight of the American jus-
tice system.”  Obama called
the Libyan an “alleged key
leader” of the attack.

U.S. officials said Abu
Khattala was being held on
the Navy amphibious trans-
port dock ship USS New
York, which was in the
Mediterranean Sea. The offi-
cials spoke only on condi-
tion of anonymity because
they weren’t authorized to
discuss Abu Khattala’s
whereabouts.

The Libyan was the com-
mander of a militant group
called the Abu Obaida bin
Jarrah Brigade and is ac-
cused of being a senior
leader of the Benghazi

branch of Ansar al-Shariah in
Libya, which the U.S. has
designated a terror group.

On Capitol Hill, Republi-
cans urged the administra-
tion to get as much
intelligence out of Abu Khat-
tala as possible before any-
one reads him his rights to
remain silent, supplies him
with a lawyer and prepares
him for trial in a U.S. court-
room. In fact, Sen. Saxby
Chambliss of Georgia, top
Republican on the Intelli-
gence Committee, said inter-
rogation of the Libyan
already was underway and
“we hope to find out some
positive things.”

Abu Khattala is charged
with terror-related crimes in
U.S. District Court in Wash-
ington and will be tried like a
civilian, the administration
said. The Obama administra-
tion policy is to treat terror
suspects as criminals when
possible and not send them
to the military prison in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, like
hundreds of terror suspects
captured during the adminis-
tration of President George
W. Bush.

Republican Senate leader
Mitch McConnell of Ken-
tucky said the U.S. should
skip the legal niceties and
focus on interrogation.

“The most valuable thing
we can get from this terrorist
is information about who
else was involved in this,”
McConnell told reporters.
“We’ll be watching closely to
see how much information
they glean from him and how
they’re handling it.”

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-
S.C., added: “We should have
some quality time with this
guy — weeks and months.
Don’t torture him; have
some quality time with him.”

Justice Department
spokesman Marc Raimondi
declined to comment on
whether Abu Khatalla had
been read his “Miranda
rights” or when that might
happen.

“As a general rule, the
government will always seek
to elicit all actionable intelli-
gence and information we
can from terrorist suspects
in our custody,” Raimondi
said in an email.

The Sept. 11, 2012, attack
in Benghazi, on the 11th an-
niversary of the World Trade
Center attacks, killed U.S.
Ambassador Chris Stevens
and three other Americans.
Stevens was the first U.S. am-
bassador to be killed in the
line of duty in more than 30
years. In the immediate after-
math, political reaction
formed along sharply drawn
lines that hold fast to this
day.

With the presidential
election near, Republicans
accused the White House of
intentionally misleading vot-
ers about what sparked the
attack by portraying it as
one of the many protests
over an anti-Muslim video
made in America, instead of
a calculated terrorist attack
on the president’s watch.
Obama, for his part, accused
the Republicans of politiciz-
ing a national tragedy.

After 13 public hearings,
the release of 25,000 pages of
documents and 50 separate
briefings, more congres-
sional hearings are yet to
come. One element in the on-
going political situation: The
attacks unfolded while
Hillary Rodham Clinton, now
considered a likely Demo-
cratic presidential candi-
date, was secretary of state,
and Republicans have
faulted her words and ac-
tions in many respects.
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