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Other Administrative Support 
Service $927.00; Fiscal Service 
$27,563.255; Buildings and 
Grounds $93,500.59; Pupil Trans-
portation $23,858.74; Co-Curricu-
lar $48,343.95; totaling 
$1,199,747.28, and including the 
following payments:  First Dakota 
National Bank; Withholding 
$94,451.90 and FICA 
$134,319.76; SD Retirement 
$107,295.29; Annuity Payments:  
American Express $400.00; 
American Funds $660.00, Catho-
lic Aide $270.00, Horace Mann 
$1,198.00, Modern Woodmen of 
America $150.00, Primerica 
$475.00, Reliastar $100.00, SD 
Supplemental Retirement Pro-
gram $3,870.00, Disability 
$1,060.27; Secure Benefits Sys-
tems Section 125 Plan 
$16,079.80; Medical Insurance 
$180,933.47; Other Payments and 
United Way $9,846.57. 
Special Education Payroll ex-
penditures for May as follows: 
Programs for Mild/Moderate Dis-
abilities $204,147.22;  Psycho-
logical Services $17,961.88; 
Speech Pathology & Audiology 
$25,691.13; Physical Therapy 
Services $7,496.34; Occupational 
Therapy Services $5,794.46; Ad-
ministrative Support Services 
$12,022.25; Pupil Transportation 
$12,969.87; totaling $286,083.15, 
and including the following pay-
ments: First Dakota National 
Bank; Withholding 
$17,662.45and FICA $33,778.68; 
SD Retirement $25,404.99; Annu-
ity Payments: Catholic Aide 
$5.00, SD Supplemental Retire-
ment Program $1,202.00, Disabil-
ity $187.49; Secure Benefits Sys-
tems Section 125 Plan $2,697.61; 
Medical Insurance $31,698.34; 
Other Payments and United Way 
$2,739.09.
School Food Service Payroll ex-
penditures for May as follows:  
Food Service wages totaling 
$62,640.59, including payments 
as follows:  First Dakota National 
Bank; Withholding $2,862.14 and 
FICA $6,515.26; SD Retirement 
$5,136.17; Secure Benefits Sec-
tion 125 Plan $986.75; Medical 
Insurance $10,116.41; Other Pay-
ments and United Way $3,476.12.

Public Enterprise Fund Payroll
expenditures for May as follows: 
Preschool Program wages total-
ing $13,746.57, and including 
payments as follows:  First Da-
kota National Bank; Withholding 
$451.29 and FICA $1,441.08; SD 
Retirement $1,147.56; Secure 
Benefits Section 125 Plan 
$166.66; Medical Insurance 
$2,652.02; Other Payments and 
United Way $262.26.
Concessions Fund Payroll ex-
penditures for May as follows:  
Concessions wages totaling 
$1,534.94; and including pay-
ments as follows:  First Dakota 
National Bank; Withholding 
$0.00; and FICA $211.68; SD Re-
tirement $101.69.

D. Approve contracts/work 
agreements for the 2014-15 
school term as follows:
Certified Staff:
Charlene Arens-Family & Con-
sumer Science HS, $41,242; 
Grant Rolfes- Math HS, $35,870; 
Lisa Rolfes- Social Studies MS, 
$36,274.
Classified Professionals:
Adriane Voisin-Speech Language 
Pathologist WE, $37,370.
IT/Computer Support:
Christopher Schloss-
Computer/Network Sup-
port Specialist, $2,897 (pro-rated 
June 2, 2014 to June 30, 2014); 
Christopher Schloss-
Computer/Network Sup-
port Specialist, $35,870; Jon An-
dersen-Computer Support Assis-
tant, $15.05/hr.
Secretary/Clerical:
Kelley Casey-Secretary Superin-
tendent, $17.20/hr; Renee Kra-
mer-Secretary Student Services, 
$17.00/hr; Connie 
Frohreich-Cashier/AP, $17.00/hr; 
Tracy Huff-Payroll/HR General-
ist, $16.55/hr; Lori Rust-Business 
Support Specialist, $15.35/hr; 
Melissa Brim-Accountant, 
$15.35/hr; Jackie LaCroix-Secre-
tary Business Manager, $15.15/hr; 
Pam McBride-Data Specialist, 
$13.05/hr; Jeannine Evans-Secre-
tary HS, $17.95/hr; Eileen Hon-
ner-Secretary MS, $17.10/hr; Jean 
Barkley-Administrative Assistant 
MS, $16.70/hr; Amy Diefender-
fer-Secretary BE, $15.75/hr; Jan 
Woods-Secretary LI, $14.05/hr; 
Melissa Rempfer-Secretary ST, 
$12.85/hr; Sandy Dutcher-Secre-
tary Athletic Director, $17.45/hr; 
Susan Somsen-Administrative As-
sistant HS, $16.30/hr; Catherine 
Walz-Kuhl-Secretary Guidance 
HS, $15.25/hr; Cynthia 
Somer-Secretary Attendance HS, 
$15.65/hr; Beau Huerta-PT Secre-
tary Attendance MS, $13.05/hr.
Custodial/Maintenance-Full Time:
Steve Adamson-Head Custodian 
MS, $14.05/hr; Mike 
Benson-Custodian MS, $17.45/hr; 
Shawn Chaussee-Custodian BE, 
$13.25/hr; Brian 
Engebretson-Head Custodian ST, 
$17.05/hr; Monte Goeden-Custo-
d i a n - Wa r e h o u s e / D e l i v e r y, 
$14.05/hr; Phil Heimes-Head 
Custodian WE, $15.70/hr; Barry 
Hollman-Custodian MS, 
$12.85/hr; Leon Kathol-Mainte-
nance HS, $17.60/hr; Patty 
Voeltz-Custodian HS, $11.65/hr; 
Jim Olson-Custodian HS, 
$12.25/hr; Heidi Osborn-Custo-
dian HS, $12.25/hr; Richard 
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Wheeler-Custodian HS, 
$11.55/hr; Patrick Lynch-Custo-
dian HS, $11.95/hr; Robert Santi-
ago-Head Custodian BE, 
$14.35/hr; Charles Tielke-Head 
Custodian HS, $14.65/hr; Teresita 
VanDriel-Custodian HS, 
$12.25/hr; Byron Williams-Events 
Custodian HS, $15.20/hr; Ronald 
Wuebben-Head Custodian LI, 
$13.75/hr; Larry 
Wuestewald-Custodian MS, 
$13.90/hr; Chad Newland-Mainte-
nance, $12.80/hr; Chris 
Jensen-Maintenance, $13.70/hr; 
Norbert Roth-Maintenance Fore-
man, $20.05/hr; Paul 
Sangster-Maintenance, $14.75/hr; 
Randy Steffen-Maintenance, 
$13.25/hr.
Custodial-Part Time:
Helen Novak-Custodian Admin, 
$9.05/hr; Ray Donat-Custodian 
HS, $9.05/hr; Connie Bitsos-Cus-
todian HS, $9.05/hr; Kathy 
Sage-Custodian MS, $9.05/hr; 
Mike Pieper-Custodian BE, 
$11.60/hr; Curtis Knoll-Custo-
dian, $9.05/hr; Karen 
McDonald-Custodian ST, 
$10.10/hr; Malissa Bender-Custo-
dian ST, $9.05/hr; Susan 
Meeker-Custodian WE, 
$10.55/hr; Denver 
O'Donnell-Custodian Summer ST 
& WE, $8.50/hr May 19, 2014 to 
June 30, 2014; Denver 
O'Donnell-Custodian Summer ST 
& WE, $8.80/hr July 1, 2014 to 
end of summer term; Dylan 
Klimisch-Custodian Summer MS, 
$8.50/hr.  
Food Service:
Connie Hlavac-Kitchen Manager, 
$14.80/hr; Desiree 
Anderberg-Head Cook, $14.00/hr; 
Sandy Anderson-General Assis-
tant, $13.85/hr; Mary 
Wheeler-Cook, $13.75/hr; Karla 
McDonald-Baker, $13.80/hr; Pa-
tricia Gunderson-SH 
Inventory/Dishroom Coordinator, 
$13.75/hr; Shelly Becker-General 
Assistant, $13.65/hr; Mary 
Kirschenman-General Assistant, 
$13.85/hr; Marcie Kruse-MS Site 
Coordinator, $13.95/hr; Laurie 
LaCroix-Cook, $13.85/hr; Suzette 
LeFebvere-General Assistant, 
$13.75/hr; Joanne Giganti-Cook, 
$13.65/hr; Carol Pickner-Cook, 
$13.75/hr; Julie Needham-General 
Assistant, $13.65/hr; Norma Pok-
orny-General Assistant, 
$13.55/hr; Jolene 
Mondragon-General Assistant, 
$13.65/hr; Ann Schiedel-General 
Assistant, $13.65/hr; Lynette Stef-
fen-General Assistant, $13.55/hr; 
Deb Hausman-General Assistant, 
$13.65/hr; Deborah 
Veldhuizen-General Assistant, 
$13.75/hr; Bonny Nelson-General 
Assistant, $13.65/hr; Linda Stor-
gaard-PT Dishwasher/Server, 
$12.10/hr; Debora Schmidt-PT 
Dishwasher/Server, $12.20/hr; 
Kenneth Schroeder-Student 
Worker, $10.45/hr. 

E.  Accept the resignations of 
Teramie Hill, English Teacher @ 
YHS, effective May 28, 2014; 
Patrick Leonard, CTE Teacher @ 
YHS, effective May 28, 2014; and 
Marje Jensen (retirement), secre-
tary @ WE, effective May 30, 
2014.

F.  Approve the Classified Profes-
sionals Employment Contract lan-
guage as presented.

G. Approve Superintendent Dr. 
Wayne Kindle as the district's rep-
resentative for all federal pro-
grams for the 2014-15 school 
term.

H.  Authorize the business man-
ager to draw specifications and 
advertise for bids to be opened 
and read aloud by the business 
manager and witnessed by the su-
pervisor of buildings and grounds, 
or other designee, in the meeting 
room of the Administration Build-
ing at 1:30 pm on Tuesday, July 8, 
2014, for the annual supply of 
gasoline and diesel fuel.

I.  Authorize the business man-
ager to draw specifications and 
advertise for bids to be opened 
and read aloud by the business 
manager and witnessed by the 
child nutrition supervisor, or other 
designee, in the meeting room of 
the Administration Building at 
1:30 pm on Wednesday, July 9, 
2014, for foil, plastic containers 
and accessories for the school nu-
trition program.

J.  Authorize the business man-
ager to draw specifications and 
advertise for bids to be opened 
and read aloud by the business 
manager, and witnessed by the 
secretary to the business manager, 
or other designee, in the meeting 
room of the Administration Build-
ing at 1:30 pm on Tuesday, June 
24, 2014, for materials (carpentry, 
electrical, paint and plumbing) for 
construction of a house and sheds 
by the YHS Building Trades and 
Intro to Building Trades Classes.

K.  Award Prime Dairy Vendor 
Contract for 2014-15 to Hiland 
Dairy Foods (Omaha/Norfolk, 
NE) and authorize the child nutri-
tion supervisor and business man-
ager to negotiate the final quanti-
ties under the terms of the RFP 
and execute an agreement.

L. Approve the renewal of the 
Catastrophic Accident Insurance 
Plan from Dissinger Insurance 
Services of Kansas City, MO for 
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Interscholastic Athletic coaches, 
manager, trainer, cheerleaders and 
participants during competitions, 
practice and games that are offi-
cially authorized and scheduled 
by the school and not governed by 
the South Dakota High School 
Activities Association and the stu-
dent accident insurance for all 
Yankton students participating in 
school sponsored and supervised 
activities other than interscholas-
tic athletics starting August 1, 
2014.

M. Approve an Intergovernmen-
tal Agreement for School Based 
Medicaid Administrative Out-
reach and Case Management as 
presented. 

N. Approve casting votes for 
Mike Lodmel, Tri-Valley High 
School, for Division III Represen-
tative and Sandy Klatt, Brandon 
Valley High School for Large 
School Group Board of Education 
Representative positions on the 
South Dakota High School Activi-
ties Association Board of Control 
2014 Official Runoff Election 
Ballots.

O. RESOLVED to approve and 
adopt a supplemental budget for 
the following funds in accordance 
with 
SDCL 13-11-3.2:

General Fund (10)
Appropriations:
1. Guidance Supplies (TATU 
Grant)     10-2139-091-410         

+ $   2,000
2. Athletic Training Supplies (Do-
nation) 10-6900-078-410    

+ 1,938
3. CTE Mini-Grants
10-1131-831-XXX      

+ 4,500
4. Title I Program
10-XXX-XXX-XXX   
+ 1,300
5. Title II, Part A Program
10-XXX-XXX-XXX   
+ 69,443
Total $79,181
Means of Finance:
1. Other State Revenue (TATU 
Grant) 10-2300 + 2,000
2. Donations/Contributions
10-1920 + 1,938
3. Vocational Education (Carl 
Perkins) 10-4161 + 4,500
4. Title I Basic 10-4158
+ 1,300
5. Title II, Part A 10-4159

+ 69,443
Total $79,181
Capital Outlay Fund (21)
Appropriations:
6. Carl Perkins Grant 
21-1131-803-479 + 1,074
7. Design-Build Projec
21-2535-XXX-520 +
$2,872,667
8. Care & Upkeep Network Tech-
nology 21-2544-000-471            

+ 100,000
9. YHS/SAC Shared Operations
21-2549-100-323 + 11,000
10. Licensed Vehicles 
21-2559-000-550 + 27,000
11. Debt Service            
21-5000-000-XXX +
$3,950,000

$ 6,950,741
Means of Finance:
6. Carl Perkins Grant                       
21-4161 + $1,074
7. Use of Fund Balance
8. Use of Fund Balance
9. Use of Fund Balance
10. Use of Fund Balance
11. Use of Restricted Fund Bal-
ance

$ 1,074
Special Education Fund (22)
Appropriations:
12.  IDEA 611 Program
22-21XX-817-XXX + $18,705

$ 18,705
Means of Finance:
12. IDEA 611 Program                       
22-4175 + $ 18,705

$18,705

P. Approve the Delta Dental Sup-
plemental Insurance renewal rates 
beginning September 1, 2014 as 
presented.

Q.  Approve the 2014-2015 offi-
cial textbook list as presented.

R.  Authorize the business man-
ager to close Fund 31 (Bond Re-
demption Fund) and transfer the 
remaining balance to general fund 
pursuant to SDCL 13-16-11 and 
13-16-14.

S.  Approve the 5-year Capital 
Outlay Plan as presented.

Member Carda seconded the 
move for adoption with the fol-
lowing voting Aye:  All.  Motion 
carried. 

Action No. 2014-266
Dr. Jim Fitzgerald, School Board 
President, was recognized for be-
ing named Chiropractor of the 
Year by the South Dakota Chiro-
practor's Association.

Action No. 2014-267
Joyce Wentworth gave a status re-
port on the YSD historical re-
search and indexing project.  Con-
sensus of the board was to thank 
Joyce for her work and authorize 
her to continue with the project. 
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Action No. 2014-268
Moved by Williams and seconded 
by Pietz to authorize the business 
manager to continue negotiations 
with SBA Towers on a proposed 
Option and Land Lease to erect a 
cellular tower at Yankton Middle 
School targeting a lease term of 
30-35 years with the following 
voting Aye: all.  Motion carried.

Action No. 2014-269
Moved by Greeneway and sec-
onded by Carda to approve hiring 
two additional (re-instate) elemen-
tary library aide positions begin-
ning with the 2014-15 school year 
with the following voting Aye: 
all.  Motion carried.  

Action No. 2014-270
Moved by Pietz and seconded by 
Williams to move into executive 
session for contract negotiations 
pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2 (4) at 
6:35 pm with the following voting 
Aye: all.   Motion carried.

Action No. 2014-271
Moved by Pietz and seconded by 
Williams to come out of executive 
session at 6:46 pm with the fol-
lowing voting Aye: all.   Motion 
carried.

Action No. 2014-272
Moved by Greeneway and sec-
onded by Williams to approve a 
3-yr negotiated master contract 
between the Yankton Education 
Association and Yankton School 
Board  spanning contract years 
2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-17 on 
the following roll call vote:  
Carda-Yes; Greeneway-Yes; Pi-
etz-abstain, Williams-Yes; 
Fitzgerald-Yes.   Motion carried 
4-0.

Action No. 2014-273
Moved by Greeneway and sec-
onded by Williams to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:50 p.m., with the fol-
lowing voting Aye: All.  Motion 
carried.

Jim Fitzgerald, President
School Board

Attest:   Jason L. Bietz
Business Manager 

Published once at the approximate 
cost of $340.93.

addition, 120 pieces of farm
machinery and equipment
were damaged and another
50 were destroyed for total
losses of $11.4 million.

Also, 123 farm structures
were damaged and 40 were
destroyed for total losses of
$8.35 million.

Additionally, the Cedar
County assessment report
covers crop losses:

• The report lists 7,520
destroyed acres and 10,340
damaged acres of corn out of
183,160 planted acres. Using
an average price of $4.90 per
bushel, the loss of 1,823,600
bushels amounts to a loss of
$8,935,640. 

• The report for soybeans
lists 4,480 destroyed acres
and 6,160 damaged acres out
of 112,740 planted acres.
Using an average price of
$11.50, the loss of 316,400
bushels amounts to a loss of
$3,638,600.

• For livestock, the as-
sessment lists a loss of 75
adult beef cattle, 40 adult
dairy cattle, two beef bulls
and 10 swine.

The Cedar County com-
missioners have passed a
disaster declaration, setting
in motion an effort to obtain
relief for this month’s flood-
ing and tornadoes. The com-
missioners passed the
declaration upon Garvin’s
recommendation as emer-
gency manager.

The commissioners
signed their declaration June
19, citing a number of severe
weather events. Those
events include excessive
rainfall resulting in flooding
along with tornado strikes
June 1, 14, 16 and 17.

The June 17 tornadoes
struck the Coleridge and Lau-
rel areas particularly hard.

The Cedar County Com-
mission is seeking disaster
funding, according to Com-
missioners Dave McGregor
of Hartington and Terry
Pinkelman of Wynot . They
told the Press & Dakotan
they expect to receive up-
dated figures on the county’s
infrastructure losses.

The disaster declaration
notes the storms as “causing
severe damage to public and
private property, disruption
of utility service, and endan-
germent of health and safety
of the citizens of Cedar
County within the disaster
area.”

The declaration author-
izes the expenditure of emer-
gency funds from all
available sources, the invok-
ing of mutual aid agree-
ments, and applying for state
assistance from the gover-
nor’s emergency fund and
any other resources the gov-
ernor deems necessary.

Garvin has spent much of
the past week with county,
state and federal officials
traveling around Cedar
County to survey damage.
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) offi-
cials toured Cedar County on
Wednesday.

“FEMA worked with indi-
vidual assistance damage as-
sessments (Wednesday),”
the emergency manager said.
“They’re coming back next
Wednesday to do (a survey
of) public assistance.”

The public sector assis-
tance covers government-
owned infrastructure such as
roads and bridges. As part of
the process, Cedar County
officials will tabulate the
storm-related damage.

According to FEMA, the
individual assistance helps
private individuals and fami-
lies whose property has
been damaged or destroyed
as a result of a federally-de-
clared disaster, and whose
losses are not covered by

insurance. It is meant to help
with critical expenses that
cannot be covered in other
ways. This assistance is not
intended to restore damaged
property to its conditions
before the disaster.

Besides the property
losses, the recent storms will
impact the county’s valua-
tions and tax collections, ac-
cording to Cedar County
Assessor Don Hoesing.

“By year’s end, we need
to get in touch with landown-
ers to see which property
has been lost so we can de-
termine which property re-
mains taxable and which is
untaxable as of Jan. 1, 2015,”
he said.

Under state statute, the
assessments set for 2014 re-
main in place and cannot be
adjusted because of the re-
cent damage and pro-rated
for the remainder of the year,
Hoesing said.

With damage assessment
still under way, the clean-up
from last week’s storms also
remains a work in progress,
Garvin said.

Volunteers are asked to
report at 8:30 a.m. today
(Saturday) at the Coleridge
Community Building. No fol-
low-up work session had
been set for Laurel.

The storms’ impact can’t
be totally measured in dol-
lars and cents, Garvin said.
The losses have also proven
stressful for county residents
as they seek to rebuild their
lives.

“The Red Cross is offering
counseling services if
needed,” he said. “They are
doing case work and serving
those who have been af-
fected (by the storms).”

You can follow Randy
Dockendorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf.
Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net.

Damage
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encourage giving back,” he
said. “We encourage both
our students and faculty to
serve our community and
help others.”

Sister Maribeth Wentzlaff,
director of campus ministry
for Mount Marty, organized
this volunteer effort.

“It was the least we could

do as a community, to get
out and help these people
that were so greatly affected
by the recent storms,” Went-
zlaff said.

Heine said the Mount
Marty volunteers did as
much as they could in one
day, but the town is still
looking for volunteers to
continue with the cleanup ef-
forts.

To be matched with a
family needing help, call the
American Red Cross’ volun-
teer hotline at 866-813-1731.

Monetary donations can

be sent to the Laurel Tor-
nado Relief fund at Security
Bank-Laurel, 202 East Second
St. in Laurel, or to the Co-
leridge Tornado Relief fund
at Security Bank in Coleridge
at 101 West Broadway.

Material and supply dona-
tions can be sent to the Vil-
lage Office at 111 South Main
St. in Coleridge and to Laurel
by contacting the Laurel city
office for a drop-off point.

You can follow Kayla
Prasek on Twitter at
twitter.com/kprasek

MMC
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Barack Obama to assist and
advise Iraqi troops. The U.S.
also has started flying armed
Predator drones over Baghdad
to protect U.S. interests in the
Iraqi capital, a Pentagon offi-
cial said Friday. He spoke on
condition of anonymity be-
cause he was not authorized
to discuss the new flights on
the record. 

Meanwhile, Human Rights
Watch released a report about
the killings of scores of police
and soldiers by the Sunni mili-
tants in the days after it cap-
tured Iraq’s second-largest
city, Mosul, then stormed
south to capture Saddam Hus-
sein’s hometown of Tikrit. 

The killings were widely re-
ported after the Islamic State
posted graphic online photos
showing dozens of men
dressed in civilian clothes
lined up or lying face down as
militants pointed rifles at their
backs. A final set of photos
showed their bloodied bodies.

Human Rights Watch said
that analysis of the photos and
satellite imagery indicated
that the militants killed 160 to
190 men in two locations in
Tikrit between June 11 and
June 14, and the number of
victims might be even higher. 

Human Rights Watch said it
used satellite imagery and
publicly available photos to
pinpoint the site of the killings
in a field next to the Tigris
River and near one of Sad-
dam’s former palaces. 

Chief Iraqi military
spokesman Lt. Gen. Qassim al-
Moussawi confirmed the pho-
tos’ authenticity on June 15,
after they surfaced, and told
The Associated Press that an
examination by military ex-
perts showed that about 170
soldiers were shot to death
after their capture. 

The massacre appeared to
be aimed at instilling fear in
Iraq’s demoralized armed
forces, as well as the country’s
Shiite majority. 

There are signs that both
sides have committed atroci-
ties, rights groups say.

Amnesty International
said Friday that it has evi-
dence that suggests “a pat-
tern of extrajudicial
executions” of mainly Sunni
detainees by government
forces and Shiite militias in
Tal Afar, Mosul and Baqouba.
It based its conclusions on
interviews with survivors

and relatives of those killed.
The Baqouba killings, in

which Shiite militiamen shot
dead nearly four dozen Sunni
detainees in a city jail, have
been widely reported.
Amnesty said its report shows
“a worrying pattern of reprisal
attacks against Sunnis” in re-
taliation for the insurgent
gains.

On the military front, a sen-
ior Iraqi army official told the
AP that four helicopters carry-
ing Iraqi commandos landed at
a soccer pitch inside a univer-
sity campus in militant-held
Tikrit late Thursday and
clashed with Islamic State
fighters for several hours.

One of the helicopters de-
veloped mechanical problems
after takeoff from Tikrit, 80
miles (130 kilometers) north of
Baghdad, but landed safely in
the provincial military head-
quarters. The official had no
word on casualties and de-
clined to specify the mission’s
objectives. He spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because he
was not authorized to brief the
media.

The official also said 200
troops have arrived at a key
oil refinery north of Baghdad
under attack by militants for
more than a week. The rein-
forcements join a 100-strong
contingent that has been de-
fending the Beiji refinery,
Iraq’s largest and the source of
about a quarter of the coun-
try’s oil needs, including fuel
for power stations.  

The news from Tikrit and
Beiji suggested that Iraq’s mili-
tary was stepping up efforts to
regain its footing against the
insurgents, who appear to be
trying to carve out a self-
styled Islamic state straddling
the Iraqi-Syrian border.

On Friday, al-Maliki warned
army commanders in televised
comments that militants were
likely to try to undermine se-
curity in the Iraqi capital
ahead of Tuesday’s parliamen-
tary session. 

He also sounded upbeat
about the military situation,
saying the armed forces have
regained the initiative and are
now on the offensive, citing
Thursday’s Tikrit raid as an
example. 

Two Iraqi security officials,
meanwhile, said several sec-
ond-hand Sukhoi fighter jets
the government purchased
from Russia will arrive in two
days at an air base in southern
Iraq. Iraq’s air force, which has
been decimated over the past
two decades, had Sukhoi jets
in its fleet before the 2003 U.S.-
led invasion.  

Iraq
From Page 11
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