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Senate Mulls Changes To Phone Collection

BY KEN DILANIAN
AP Intelligence Writer

WASHINGTON — The Senate now
will decide the fate of a House bill
backed by the president that would
end the National Security Agency’s
collection of American calling records
while preserving other surveillance
authorities.

But whatever the outcome of a
scheduled Tuesday vote, the last two
days in Congress have made this much
clear: The NSA will ultimately be out of
the business of collecting and storing
American calling records.

While Congress debated, the law
authorizing the collection expired at
midnight Sunday. The NSA stopped
gathering the records from phone
companies hours before the deadline.
Other post-9/11 surveillance provi-

sions considered more effective than
the phone-data collection program
also lapsed, leading intelligence of-
ficials to warn of critical gaps.

The bill before the Senate, known
as the USA Freedom Act, would
reauthorize the surveillance, but
would phase out NSA phone records
collection over time. It passed the
House overwhelmingly and is backed
by President Barack Obama. Sen. Rand
Paul, who doesn’t believe it goes far
enough, objected Monday, for the
second day in a row, to an attempt
by Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell to call for an early vote. But
Paul can't stop the vote scheduled for
Tuesday morning.

If it becomes law over the next few
days, the NSA will resume gathering
the phone records, but only for a
transition period of six months, in the

House version, or a year in the Senate
version.

If the bill fails amid congressional
politics, the collection cannot resume,
period.

This turn of events is a resound-
ing victory for Edward Snowden, the
former NSA contractor who disclosed
the calling records collection in 2013.
Senators on the intelligence commit-
tee had been issuing veiled and vague
warnings about the phone records
program for years. If only Americans
knew how the Patriot Act had been
interpreted, the senators said, they
would be outraged.

But it was Snowden who revealed
the details. He's now living in Moscow,
having fled U.S. prosecution for dis-
closing classified information.

Because of Snowden, “people have
some more insight into exactly how

they are being spied upon and how
the law has been twisted to authorize
mass surveillance of people who have
no connection to a crime or terror-
ism,” said Harley Geiger, senior coun-
sel with the Center for Democracy and
Technology, an advocacy group that
supports the USA Freedom Act.

Still, the USA Freedom Act would
hardly count as a defeat for the NSA,
Snowden’s former employer. NSA of-
ficials, including former director Keith
Alexander, have long said they had no
problem with ending their collection
of phone records, as long as they can
continue to search the data held by
the companies, which the legislation
allows them to do.

The USA Freedom Act doesn’t
address the vast majority of Snowden
revelations, which concern NSA
mass surveillance of global internet

traffic that often sweeps in American
communication.

Two former senior NSA officials,
speaking on condition of anonymity
because they did not want to discuss
the matter publicly, said that if the
USA Freedom Act is the central con-
gressional response to the Snowden
revelations, the NSA will have emerged
almost unscathed, at least legally.

If the freedom act fails and the sur-
veillance provisions expire, that would
be a blow to U.S. intelligence and law
enforcement agencies. The legal lapse
affected not only the NSA’s ability to
collect domestic phone records in
bulk. It also meant a halt in the FBI's
authority to gather business records
in terrorism and espionage investiga-
tions, and to more easily eavesdrop on
a suspect who is discarding cell-
phones to avoid surveillance.

Sepp Blatter Announces Resignation

ZURICH (AP) — The end for Sepp Blatter came sud-
denly, just days after he had seemingly solidified his hold
on FIFA.

The 79-year-old leader of the world’s most popular
sport defied global animosity last week to win four more
years in office. But his re-election only increased the pres-
sure from colleagues, sponsors, athletes and fans for Blat-
ter to step down as FIFA's president.

At a hastily arranged news conference Tuesday, Blatter
announced he would leave office within months and called
for a fresh election to appoint a successor.

“I cherish FIFA more than anything and [ want to do
only what is best for FIFA and for football,” said Blatter,
who could still be a target of U.S. investigators delving into
decades of corruption and bribery accusations against FIFA
officials.

After generations under Blatter and his mentor, Joao
Havelange, the announcement left FIFA without a leader
and without a clear course forward. It sets off a global
power struggle for control of the organization as a criminal
investigation intensifies.

FBI Behind Mysterious Fleet Of Aircrafts

WASHINGTON (AP) — Scores of low-flying planes
circling American cities are part of a civilian air force oper-
ated by the FBI and obscured behind fictitious companies,
The Associated Press has learned.

The AP traced at least 50 aircrafts back to the FBI, and
identified more than 100 flights in 11 states over a 30-day
period since late April, orbiting both major cities and rural
areas. At least 115 planes, including 90 Cessna aircrafts,
were mentioned in a federal budget document from 2009.

For decades, the planes have provided support to
FBI surveillance operations on the ground. But now the
aircrafts are equipped with high-tech cameras, and in rare
circumstances, technology capable of tracking thousands
of cellphones, raising questions about how these surveil-
lance flights affect Americans’ privacy.

“It’s important that federal law enforcement personnel
have the tools they need to find and catch criminals,” said
Charles Grassley, chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. “But whenever an operation may also monitor the
activities of Americans who are not the intended target,
we must make darn sure that safeguards are in place to
protect the civil liberties of innocent Americans.”

The FBI says the planes are not equipped or used for
bulk collection activities or mass surveillance. The surveil-
lance equipment is used for ongoing investigations, the FBI
says, generally without a judge’s approval.

Administration Meets Health Care Goal

WASHINGTON (AP) — More than 10 million people have
signed up for private health insurance this year under Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s law, the administration said Tuesday.
That puts the nation finally within reach of coverage for all,
but it may not last.

The report from the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services comes as dozens of insurers are proposing
double-digit premium hikes for next year, raising concerns
about future affordability. And the Supreme Court is weigh-
ing the legality of subsidized premiums for millions of con-
sumers in more than 30 states. A decision is due around
the end of the month.

The 10.2 million sign-ups represent consumers who
enrolled in a plan and followed through by paying their
first month’s premiums. That number will fluctuate during
the year as some people get jobs that offer coverage, and
others decide to drop their insurance.

Although it exceeds a target of 9.1 million set last year
by HHS Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell, it's not much of a
cushion. “Enrollment has been lower and slower than what
most people projected,” said Caroline Pearson of the data
analysis firm Avalere Health.

Still, the combination of subsidized private coverage
sold through online insurance exchanges in every state,
along with Medicaid expansion in most states, has resulted
in historic coverage gains.

Bison Tosses Tourist Into The Air

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, Wyo. (AP) — For the
second time in three weeks, a bison seriously injured a
tourist in Yellowstone National Park who apparently un-
derestimated how quickly the big, burly animals can move
when they're miffed.

The bison tossed the 62-year-old Australian several
times into the air Tuesday morning. The unidentified man
was flown by helicopter to a hospital. He had serious but
not life-threatening injuries.

The man wasn’t the only person to blame for the
encounter, park officials said. Several people crowded the

More Than 400 Still Missing

From C

BY CHRISTOPHER BODEEN
Associated Press

JIANLI, China — Hopes
dimmed Wednesday for
rescuing more than 400
people still trapped aboard
a capsized river cruise ship
that overturned in stormy
weather about 36 hours ear-
lier, as hundreds of rescuers
searched the Yangtze River
site in what could become
the deadliest Chinese mari-
time accident in decades.

Chinese state media
reported that seven bodies
had been pulled from the
boat, which was floating with
a sliver of its hull jutting
from the grey river water. A
total of fourteen people have
been rescued, but the vast
majority of the 458 people on
board, many of them elderly
tourists, were unaccounted
for.

Amid continuing un-
certainty about their fate,
state broadcaster CCTV
announced Wednesday
morning that it was suspend-
ing live broadcasts from the
disaster site for technical
reasons.

The Eastern Star was
traveling upstream Monday
night from the eastern city of
Nanjing to the southwestern
city of Chongqing when it
overturned in China’s Hubei
Province in what state media
reported as a cyclone with
winds of up to 80 mph (130
kph).

State media reported
that rescuers heard people
yelling for help within the
overturned hull, and divers
rescued a 65-year-old woman
and, later, two men who had
been trapped. CCTV said
more people had been found
and were being rescued, but
did not say whether they
were still inside the over-
turned hull.

The yelling was heard
Tuesday, and it is not known
if any sounds were heard
Wednesday.

Access to the site of the
site was blocked by police
and paramilitary troops
stationed along the Yangtze
river embankment. Scores
of trucks belonging to the
People’s Armed Police were
parked along the verge and
at least two ambulances
were seeing leaving the area
with their lights on and
sirens blaring.

Huang Delong, a deck
hand on a car ferry crossing
the Yangtze several kilom-
eters (miles) upstream of
the site, said he was working
Monday evening when the
weather turned nasty.

“From about 9 p.m. it be-
gan raining extremely hard,
then the cyclone hit and the

section of the Yangtze River.

wind was really terrifying,”
Huang said while crossing
the broad river in a steady
drizzle Tuesday afternoon.

Huang said he thought
it was the worst disaster on
that stretch of the river in
living memory. The official
Xinhua News Agency said
the sinking could become
the country’s worst shipping
accident in seven decades.

“We will do everything
we can to rescue everyone
trapped in there, no matter
they're still alive or not, and
we will treat them as our
own families,” Hubei military
region commander Chen
Shoumin said at a news con-
ference shown live on CCTV.

The survivors included
the ship’s captain and chief
engineer, both of whom were
taken into police custody,
CCTV said. Relatives who
gathered in Shanghai,
where many of the tourists
started their journey by bus,
questioned whether the
captain did enough to ensure
the passengers’ safety and
demanded answers from lo-
cal officials in unruly scenes
that drew a heavy police
response.

Xinhua quoted the cap-
tain and the chief engineer
as saying the four-level
Eastern Star sank quickly.
The Communist Party-run
People’s Daily said the ship
sank within two minutes.

Tour guide Zhang Hui
said in an interview with
the state-run Xinhua News
Agency from his hospital bed
that he grabbed a life jacket
with seconds to spare as
the ship listed in the storm,
sending bottles rolling off
tables and suddenly turned
all the way over.

apsized Cruise Ship

XIAO YIIU/XINHUA/ZUMA PRESS/TNS
Rescuers save a survivor from the overturned passenger ship in the Jianli section of the
Yangtze River in central China’s Hubei Province on Tuesday. The ship, named Dongfang-
zhixing, or Eastern Star, sank on Monday after being caught in a cyclone in the Jianli

Zhang, 43, said he drifted
in the Yangtze all night de-
spite not being able to swim,
reaching shore as dawn
approached.

“The raindrops hitting my
face felt like hailstones,” he
said. “Just hang in there a
little longer,’ I told myself.”

Some survivors swam
ashore, but others were
rescued after search teams
climbed on the upside-down
hull.

Thirteen navy divers
were on the scene and 170
more were joining them,
Chen said.

The 65-year-old woman
was rescued by divers who
took an extra breathing ap-
paratus up into the bowels
of the ship and spent about
five minutes teaching her
how to use it before bringing
her out to safety, Chen said.

“That old woman had a
very strong will and learned
very fast, and after 20
minutes she surfaced to the
water and was rescued,” he
said.

Chinese Premier Li
Kegiang traveled to the
accident site about 180 kilo-
meters (110 miles) west of
the Hubei provincial capital
of Wuhan.

At a late-night meeting,
Li demanded an “overnight
battle,” urging divers to keep
combing ship compartments
for more miracles, Xinhua
reported.

The overturned ship had
drifted about 3 kilometers
(almost 2 miles) downstream
before coming to rest close
to shore.

CCTV said the vessel had
been carrying 406 Chinese
passengers, five travel
agency employees and a

crew of 47. The broadcaster
said most of the passengers
were 50 to 80 years old.

Passengers’ relatives
gathered in Shanghai at
a travel agency that had
booked many of the trips,
and later went to a govern-
ment office to demand
more information about the
accident before police broke
up the gatherings.

A group of about a dozen
retirees from a Shanghai bus
company were on the trip,
said a woman who identified
herself only by her surname,
Chen. Among them, she
said, were her older sister
and brother-in-law, both
60, and their 6-year-old
granddaughter.

“This group has traveled
together a lot, but only on
short trips. This is the first
time they traveled for a long
trip,” Chen said.

The ship sank in the
Damazhou waterway sec-
tion, where the river is 15
meters (50 feet) deep. The
Yangtze is the world’s third-
longest river and sometimes
floods during the summer
mMonsoon $eason.

More than 50 boats and
3,000 people were involved
in the search.

The Eastern Star was 251
feet (76.5 meters) long and
36 feet (11 meters) wide, and
could carry a maximum of
534 people, CCTV reported.
It is owned by the Chong-
qing Eastern Shipping Corp.,
which focuses on tourism
routes in the popular Three
Gorges river canyon region.
The company could not be
reached for comment.

New Allegations Of CIA Torture By Man Formerly Held At Guantanamo

MIAMI (AP) — A former Maryland
resident imprisoned at Guantanamo
was subjected to mistreatment while in
CIA custody far in excess of what has
previously been disclosed, including
being hung from a wooden beam for
three days and kept in total darkness
for nearly a year, a legal organization
that represents him said Wednesday.

Some details about the treatment
of Majid Khan in the clandestine CIA

bison as it lay on the grass near a paved sidewalk not far
from the famous Old Faithful Geyser.

“The bison was already getting agitated,” Yellowstone
spokeswoman Amy Bartlett said.

The man stepped forward and snapped photos with an
electronic notepad just 3 to 5 feet away from the animal,
she said.

ment was far more extensive and that
it can be publicly released now for the
first time because the government has
determined some details are no longer
considered classified.

Khan, 35, is awaiting sentencing at
the U.S. base in Cuba on charges that
include conspiracy, murder and at-
tempted murder for aiding al-Qaida.

detention center emerged in December
when the Senate intelligence commit-
tee released a summary of a classified
report critical of the agency’s treatment
of prisoners suspected of involvement
with al-Qaida following the Sept. 11
terrorist attack.

But the Center for Constitutional
Rights, a New York-based organization
representing Khan and others held at
Guantanamo, said that the mistreat-




