
BY ANTHONY MCCARTNEY
AP Entertainment Writer

LOS ANGELES — A 
glamorous Vanity Fair cover 
served as Caitlyn Jenner’s in-
troduction to the world, but 
far more mundane matters 
await the Olympic champion 
before she can legally as-
sume her new identity.

Applications, affidavits, 
a background check, a pos-
sible court appearance and 
even a trip to the dreaded 
Department of Motor Vehi-
cles with some decidedly 
less artful photography are 
in store for Jenner.

The paperwork that will 
formally transition Bruce 
Jenner into Caitlyn Jenner is 
considerably less glossy and 
aromatic than the pages of 
the celebrity magazine that 
heralded her new identity on 
Monday, setting a Twitter re-
cord and sparking renewed 
discussion of her transition.

Establishing her changed 
life officially will involve get-
ting new identity documents, 
such as a driver’s license, 
birth certificate and Social 
Security card, as well as 
changing bank and financial 
records.

Jenner, who won a gold 
medal in the 1976 Olympics 
in the decathlon and is famil-
iar to a younger generation 
as the patriarch on “Keeping 
Up With the Kardashians,” 
will have plenty of help navi-
gating the maze of paper-
work. But some things she’ll 
have to do on her own.

“We all have to go to DMV 
whether we like it or not,” 
said Jeffrey Erdman, a Los 
Angeles attorney who has 
handled numerous gender 
change petitions.

It can take months to get 
a court to approve a name 
and gender change applica-
tion, time that can leave 
a person in an emotional 
limbo after already taking 
difficult steps to transition 
into a new identity. “They’ve 
made this transition and 
are ready to live this life,” 
said Erdman, a civil attorney 
whose firm started handling 
gender change cases 10 
years ago because of a lack 
of lawyers handling them in 
the Los Angeles area.

A lawyer can assist with 
obtaining the court order 
changing a person’s name 
and gender, but securing a 
new driver’s license, birth 
certificate, Social Security 

card and other documents 
generally falls to the individ-
ual. Some of the changes can 
be done by mail, but Jenner 
can’t escape the wait to get a 
new driver’s license.

Jenner will likely receive 
help from experienced attor-
neys, just as Chaz Bono did 
in 2009 when he transitioned 
from being Chastity Bono, 
the daughter of Sonny Bono 
and Cher.

Some of the steps Jenner 
will take are expected to 
be an element of a series 
documenting Jenner’s transi-
tion, “I Am Cait,” which will 
premiere on E! Entertain-
ment Television in July.

Los Angeles County, 
where Jenner lives, requires 
people changing their 
names to submit a back-
ground check. In 2011, the 
check briefly delayed NBA 
player Ron Artest’s peti-
tion to change his name to 
Metta World Peace until he 
resolved several outstand-
ing traffic citations. The 
citations had turned into 
warrants, but the name 
change was approved three 
weeks later.

Jenner was involved in a 
fatal traffic collision earlier 
this year that remains under 
investigation by sheriff’s 
officials, but that is un-
likely to impact his court 
petition when it is filed. The 
background check focuses 
on cases that have been 
adjudicated by a court, and 
the traffic case has not been 
presented to prosecutors for 
review.

Jenner, 65, will also have 
to submit declarations from 
a physician as part of the 
court process and in order 
to obtain a new driver’s 
license.

In all, it can take seven 
or eight separate forms to 
successfully change one’s 
name and gender in Los 
Angeles, said Sasha Buchert, 
an attorney with the San 
Francisco-based Transgen-
der Law Center.

The paperwork, and 
fees to file it and obtain 
the background check, 
can be a major barrier for 
transgender people obtain-
ing updated identity docu-
ments. Transgender people 
going through the process 
sometimes face harassment 
at courthouses and govern-
ment offices, which creates 
another obstacle, Buchert 
said.

Yet proper identity 
documents impact whether 
a person can open a bank ac-
count, get a job and even get 
a gym membership, she said.

The Transgender Law 
Center has an online guide 

to help people navigate 
the process, as well as a 
telephone helpline. “I want 
people to understand there 
are resources,” she said.

“It’s a world of differ-
ence to have representation 

to figure out the process,” 
Buchert said. “It’s night and 
day.”

Buchert knows. She is 
transgender and had to navi-
gate the process herself.

“It really was an eye-

opening experience to 
completely understand how 
complicated and expensive 
it is,” Buchert said. “It made 
me really understand how 
difficult it can be for so many 
members of our community.”
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GRAND CANYON

407 Walnut, Yankton
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NIGHTLY SPECIALS
Monday:
 $5 Cheeseburgers & Fries
 1/2 O�  Domestic Bottles
Tuesday: $5 Boots
Wednesday: 1/2 O�  Taps
Thursday: $.50 Traditional   
 Wings (no limit ~ dine-in only)
Friday & Saturday: 
 Beseda Dinner (Czech Meal)
Sunday: $10 Buckets

Rummage & Bake

1500 St. Benedict Dr., Yankton
1 mile west of Walmart & 1 block south,

 held in the elementary school gym

Wednesday, June 3rd • 8AM-8PM
Th ursday, June 4th • 8AM-8PM
Friday, June 5th • 8AM-12PM
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•••••••
Bake Sale Wednesday ONLY!

Kitchen and household items, furniture, linens, books, small 
furnishings, appliances, shop supplies, o�  ce supplies, knick 
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After Splashy Debut, Bureaucracy Awaits Caitlyn Jenner

Google Founder Defends 
Accident Records Of Cars

BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE
AP Technology Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Goog-
le co-founder Sergey Brin 
says he sees little reason to 
release the accident reports 
involving the Internet compa-
ny’s self-driving cars because 
he believes there’s nothing 
new in documents withheld 
to protect the privacy of 
other motorists.

Brin, who oversees 
Google’s fleet of self-driving 
cars, outlined his ration-
ale Wednesday during a 
sometimes-testy exchange 
with a long-time critic at the 
company’s annual sharehold-
ers meeting in Mountain 
View, California.

As part of his effort to 
show Google has nothing to 
hide, Brin disclosed that one 
of the company’s self-driving 
cars was rear-ended at a 
traffic signal during the past 
week. With that collision, 
Google’s self-driving cars 
have now been involved in 
12 accidents while covering 
more than 1.7 million miles 
over the past six years, ac-
cording to the company.

The self-driving cars 
have never been at fault, 
according to Google, though 
a company employee was 
in control at the time of one 
crash.

“We don’t claim that the 
cars are going to be perfect,” 
Brin said. “Our goal is to beat 
human drivers.”

Google is planning to be-
gin testing the latest version 
of its self-driving car around 
the streets of Mountain View 
and other nearby public 
roads this summer. About 25 
of the pod-like, two-seat vehi-
cles initially will be cruising 
around at speeds topping 
out at 25 miles per hour.

Consumer Watchdog, a 
group that has been lam-
basting Google for years, is 
demanding that the com-
pany release the self-driving 
cars’ accident reports filed 
with the California Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles and 
other government agencies 
to give the public a better 
understanding of the risks 

posed by the vehicles. The 
Associated Press also has 
requested the records from 
Google and the DMV.

Both Google and the DMV 
have cited privacy concerns 
for keeping the reports un-
der wraps.

Even if the accident re-
cords were released with the 
names of the drivers redact-
ed, Brin said the documents 
wouldn’t disclose anything 
different from a summary 
that the company posted on-
line three weeks ago. Google 
says its self-driving cars have 
been rear-ended eight times, 
including the most-recent 
accident, side-swiped twice 
and hit by another vehicle 
rolling through a stop sign.

“I suppose we could give 
more detail and we are open 
to that, but you are not going 
to learn anymore,” Brin told 
John Simpson, Consumer 
Watchdog’s privacy project 
director. 

Simpson told the AP 
that he believes the records 
would shed more light by 
at least revealing the dates, 
times and precise locations 
of each accident.

The driverless cars are 
among several ambitious 
projects that Google has 
been funding outside its 
primary business of Internet 
search and advertising. The 
list of far-flung initiatives 
include a contact lens that 
monitors glucose levels in 
diabetics and Internet-beam-
ing balloons hovering over 
remote areas of the world 
that have little or no online 
access.

Google Inc. CEO Larry 
Page, the company’s other 
co-founder, describes the 
projects as “moonshots” 
that he hopes will make the 
world a better place. He as-
sured Google shareholders 
Wednesday that “everything 
is getting better, in general, 
by quite a bit,” thanks to 
technology.

“I think we should be 
optimists and be excited by 
all the things we are build-
ing and contributing to the 
world,” Page said. 
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