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promotes the art of quilt making and
camaraderie among new and old
quilters alike. You can see some of the
quilter’s fine work during their exhibit
at the GAR Hall Art Gallery. The exhibit
opened Friday, May 29, and will be on
display through Tuesday, July 7. There
will be a reception and gallery talk to-
day (Friday) from 5-7 p.m. at GAR Hall.

[ would like to personally invite
you to take part in a summer-long
interactive art installation “Modify.
Dotify.” Each time you visit, you get
12 brightly colored stickers to put
anywhere in our white art studio. We
hope you’'ll come back more than
once to see it change!

Last summer, Yankton Area Arts
hosted an incredible evening celebrat-
ing the Arts with an elegant picnic
on the lower deck of the Meridian
Bridge. Accompanied by outstand-
ing area musicians on a perfect night
courtesy of Mother Nature, four art-
ists created unique works of art while
our guests wined, dined and danced
the evening away! This year’s dinner
will be held on Saturday, July 18, and
will feature a big band to help get our
toes tapping. Tickets to our second
annual Meridian en Blanc Fundraiser
will be on sale to the general public
starting on Monday, June 15, from 1-5
p.m. at GAR Hall. If you are a member
of Yankton Area Arts you don’t have
to wait to get your tickets! Stop in
Monday-Friday during regular busi-
ness hours.

As a reminder, photo entries for the
Mighty Mo Photo Show are due the
week of June 29-July 2. There are entry
forms on our website www.Yankton-
AreaArts.org. Whether you consider
yourself a serious photographer or
hobbyist, or you have taken one great
picture of the river, the annual Mighty
Mo Photo Show might be just for you!
The theme of this year’s exhibit is;
Mighty Mo: A River for All Seasons.
This exhibit is juried, and all partici-
pants are invited to enter up to four
photos in the exhibit.

Summer Arts Festival will be held
Aug. 21-23 at Riverside Park. We're
hoping you'll notice some new things
this year from our vendors. We have
about 125 vendors, of which 25 are
brand new to our festival and 10 are
back after taking a few years off! You
are sure to find something that catches
your interest. We'll have more informa-
tion on the vendors and entertainment
in the coming weeks!

You can stay up to date on all
things YAA on our website or by fol-
lowing us on Facebook or Twitter.

Yankton Area Arts is a non-profit
arts organization located at 508 Douglas
Avenue in Yankton. The G.A.R. Hall
Art Gallery is open to the public free
of charge from I-5 p.m. weekdays and
from 1-3 p.m. on Saturdays. For more
information, call the YAA office at (605)
665-9754 or email yaa@iw.net.

2016 ‘One Book One Neb. Book Suggestions Sought

LINCOLN, Neb. Nebraskans are

reminded that there is still time
to make recommendations for
the 2016 One Book One Nebraska
book selection. The Nebraska
Center for the Book will consider
books written by a Nebraska au-
thor (living or dead/with current
or former residence in the state),
or that have a Nebraska theme
or setting. Books should have a
broad appeal to readers across
Nebraska and lend well to group
book discussion. Books may be
fiction, non-fiction, biography,
memoir, or poetry. They must be
in print and readily available.
The deadline for nominations is
June 15, 2015. Book recommenda-
tions can be sent via e-mail at nlc.
ask@nebraska.gov or the U.S. Postal
Service to The Nebraska Center for
the Book One Book One Nebraska,

c/o Nebraska Library Commission
Reference Services, 1200 N Street,
Suite 120, Lincoln, NE 68508-2023.
Nominations can also be made
online at: http://ncb.nebraska.gov/
obon-nomination.asp.

The Nebraska Center for the
Book will announce the 2016 One
Book One Nebraska choice at
the Fall Celebration of Nebraska
Books. The Celebration will
include a 2015 One Book One
Nebraska program, Jane Pope
Geske Award presentation, and
Nebraska Book Awards Ceremony,
with author readings and signings.
The Celebration is preceded by
the Nebraska Center for the Book
Annual Meeting.

The 2015 One Book One Ne-
braska selection is “Death Zones
and Darling Spies: Seven Years of
Vietnam War Reporting” (Uni-

versity of Nebraska Press, 2013)
by Beverly Deepe Keever, who
was born and raised in Hebron,
Nebraska. Keever was the longest-
serving American correspondent
covering the Vietnam War and
earned a Pulitzer Prize nomination
for reporting.

The Nebraska Center for the
Book, Nebraska Humanities Coun-
cil, Nebraska Library Commission,
and other statewide organizations
sponsor One Book One Nebraska
to demonstrate how books and
reading connect people across
time and place. For information
about One Book One Nebraska,
including current and previous
book selections, see http://center-
forthebook.nebraska.gov/pro-
grams/onebook.html or join us on
Facebook at http://www.facebook.
com/OneBookOneNebraska.

The Nebraska Center for the
Book is housed at the Nebraska
Library Commission and brings
together the state’s readers, writ-
ers, booksellers, librarians, pub-
lishers, printers, educators, and
scholars to build the community
of the book, supporting programs
to celebrate and stimulate public
interest in books, reading, and
the written word. The Nebraska
Center for the Book is supported
by the Nebraska Library Commis-
sion. As the state library agency,
the Nebraska Library Commission
is an advocate for the library and
information needs of all Nebras-
kans. The mission of the Library
Commission is statewide promo-
tion, development, and coordina-
tion of library and information
services, bringing together people
and information.
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as Happy initially thought. He says they have
evolved from a comedy-type show to a bom-
bastic celebration of arena rock that has an

international following.

“I don’t even know if we're a band or not,”
he admitted. “We’re an enormous traveling

circus -we're a show.”

Hairball is able to create a unique environ-
ment with its massive, behind-the-scenes crew
that brings the show to life with lights, smoke,
costumes and pyrotechnics. Happy even
boasts hundreds of thousands of dollars in
costumes and a couple thousand dollars worth

of fireworks.

Even though Hairball has a global following,
Happy says the band likes to return to their
Midwestern roots, as his most memorable
performances come from smaller communities
like Yankton because he says the people know
how to have a good time and appreciate what

Hairball does on stage.

He guarantees a bigger, hair-raising experi-

ence from last year’s performance.

“We're about more than celebrating the
bands and music,” he said. “It’s about the gath-
ering of people ... wanting to have a good time,
celebrating the kind of rock ‘n’ roll, showman-
ship and presentation that we all love.”

Hairball’s edgy rock celebration is not
limited to those wishing to gather together to
preserve the music and rock ‘n’ roll experience

they have always loved.

“If you are 40- to 60-years-old, I'm hopefully
going to make you feel and remember what it
was like to go to these concerts ...how magical
this environment and music was,” he said.
“But if you are 10 or 12, I'm going to teach you
why (‘70s and ‘80s rock ‘n’ roll bands) are so
cool and why that classic rock is going to stay

around forever.”

Actually, it’s the kids that Happy loves to see
experiencing for the first time the kind of rock

music Hairball plays.

“I feel really good when I see a 10-year-old
out there with his or her eyes wide open, seeing
this kind of show and music for the first time,”
he said. “When [ look out and see that kid next
to their family member and they're both singing
‘Nothin’ but a Good Time,” ‘Sweet Child O’ Mine,’

Hairball is shown in its KISS mode. The band performed

or ‘Rock ‘N’ Roll all Night,” [ know we're really
doing good work.”

While Hairball promises an intense, edgy
sound, they are appropriate for everyone in the
family.

“Hairball doesn’t need to be vulgar to make
a huge statement,” Happy said. “Dropping F-
bombs on stage and trying to scare people by
talking foul language, I just don’t have to do it.”

Happy will be accompanied on stage by the
other four Hairball members. Rockstar Bob and
Joe Dandy are masters of mics on vocals, Freaky
brings bass, and Blake will keep the beat on
drums.

For Kristy Wyland, Ribfest cochair-person,
the decision to bring Hairball back for a con-
secutive year was easy.

“We're looking for (a band) that appeals to
everybody and draws big crowds,” she said.
“Hairball was so popular last year and we
thought, ‘you know what, they’re so good and
people really enjoyed it, we can bring them back
another year.”

If popularity and big crowds is what Wyland

the founding
keep reading

serving at 11

COURTESY PHOTO
at the revamped Rockin’ Ribfest
in Yankton last year and helped the event draw an estimated 15,000 people. Lead guitarist
Happy says this year’s show will be different. “I’'m just going to let it happen and that’s the
spirit we wake up with every day. Not only let it happen, but let’s make it happen,” he said.

and other Ribfest organizers hope to achieve,
they chose the right band. In 2014, Hairball at-
tracted a crowd greater than 15,000 to Ribfest.

“I'm just going to let it happen and that’s the
spirit we wake up with every day. Not only let it
happen, but let’s make it happen,” Happy said.
“The blueprints are foggy because it’s rock ‘n’
roll. There’s a certain amount of magic where
[ think Hairball is better than anyone else and
that’s the unseen element of intensity.

“We're out to take a message to the world,”
he said. “Since we absolutely refuse to grow up,
fans can expect that to continue. That’s the way

fathers wrote the book, and we’ll
it to you.”

At Saturday’s Ribfest, food vendors will begin

a.m. The Mitigators will begin the

day’s free entertainment at noon, followed by
Mrs. Begley and The Boys at 2 p.m., The Austin
Buescher Band at 4 p.m., Go Figure at 6:30 p.m.
and Hairball at 8:30 p.m.

Follow @alyssasobotka on Tuwitter.



