
BY GARY HOWEY
Hartington, Neb.

ORTONVILLE, Minn. – It was not 
long ago, when I made the remark, 
“bobber � shing is not one of my fa-
vorite ways to catch � sh”, but that all 
changed last week. On that day, Team 
Outdoorsmen Adventures Member 
Larry Myhre (Sioux City, Iowa) and I 
would meet Tanner Arndt, a guide from 
Artie’s Bait Shop, Ortonville, Minne-
sota to do some bobber � shing. 

We were on Big Stone Lake, a 26-
mile body of water located in north-
eastern South Dakota along the border 
with Minnesota. The lake has always 
been known for its excellent walleye 
� shing and its perch bite.  

On this trip, 
it would not be 
the walleye or the 
perch we were 
after, as we were 
looking for pan� sh, 
crappies and 
bluegill.

The � rst 
afternoon, we 
launched from the 
public access near 
the rearing ponds 
where many of the 
bluegill we were 
after had started 
out as � ngerlings.

With the wind picking up, we made 
our way across the lake, heading for 
some of the more protected bays be-
hind the many islands on Big Stone.

As we approached one of the calm-
er bays, a pair of Canada geese greeted 
us, let us know we were trespassing 
on their territory, while several white 
pelicans perching on the rocks, paid 
little or no attention to our boat. 

Both anchors were deployed as 
we begin to probe the shallow waters 
of the bay. We were anchored off one 
of the numerous islands in the lake, 
where the pan� sh, the crappies and 
bluegill had recently moved into in 
preparation of the spawn. As I was 
taking it all in, all that was around me, 
I gazed across the bay at the islands, 
its rock-strewn shoreline and the clear 
water. Glancing back at my bobber, it 
darted off to the right disappearing 
into the wave; taking up the slack line, 
I reared back on the rod, expecting to 
see a small pan� sh come � ying out of 
the shallow water. 

To my amazement, this � sh headed 
for deep water, putting pressure on 
my ultra light rod.  The � sh was bigger 
than I had expected and as it peeled 
line off my reel. I quickly tightened up 
my drag, as it was set, light, as I had 
set it for the larger bass we had � shed 
we had found hidden amongst the 
rocks. 

After a short battle, Tanner slid the 
net under a “Big” crappie, eleven inch-
es long weighing in at over a pound.

This was the beginning of a “multi-
species” � shing trip on Big Stone, as 
on this trip, we would slide our net un-

der not just crappie, but also  bluegill, 
bass, white bass and even a bullhead.

The wind was blowing up a storm, 
forcing us to put down two anchors 
in order to hold in the wind. It also 
caused some problems at times for our 
light line and baits, causing our micro-
bobbers to disappear into the waves.

Tanner was up front on the bow 
-mount-trolling motor, would pitch his 
spinnerbait into the rocks along the 
shoreline while moving the boat and 
was rewarded when several good bass 
inhaled his bait.

We were using the slip anchor 
method using the wind to our advan-
tage, anchoring on a spot, pitching out 
our bobber rigs, allowing them to � oat 
out in the wind, covering the entire 
area in front of the boat. A few � sh 
would take our offerings and as the 
bite slowed, we would lift our anchors 
off the bottom, allowing the wind to 
move us along the shoreline, when 
we came to a “� shy” looking spot, the 
anchors would be lowered, allowing us 
to � sh another shoreline area without 
spooking those � sh holding in the shal-

low water. On each move, it only took 
a few casts before one or more of our 
bobbers would take a dive, indicating 
a bite.

On the next three moves, shortly 
after our anchors settled into the bot-
tom, all three of our crew had � sh on, 
big crappies, bluegill and nice bass up 
to four pounds. Our bobbers just came 
upright, when they would disappear, 
and another � sh would come to the 
boat.

Then, Larry’s bobber evaporated 
into a big wave. The � ght was on as 
the big � sh dove into the weeds in 
and around the rocks. It was � ghting 
hard, as my bluegill had, but as it came 
up alongside the boat, it was a “Slab” 
crappie, one fourteen inches long, a 
� sh weighing in at over a pound.

We decided to � sh into the evening, 
as the weather forecast for the follow-
ing day indicated stronger winds and 
we were not sure if those winds would 
allow us back on the water.

 The wind howled through the 
night, but upon arising, it looked like 
as if the wind would lay down for a 

couple of hours, giving us a small 
window of opportunity.

Our boated launched from the 
south boat ramp, where we quickly 
made our way across the lake to the 
shallows, which had been so produc-
tive for us the day before.

Once again as Tanner used the 
trolling motor to move us into posi-
tion,  with all three of our crew casting  
spinnerbaits into the rocks protruding 
from the water, the � rst couple of bass 
were small, then  both Tanner and I 
connected with big bass in the four 
class.

Once we were in position, our 
anchors deployed, our bobber rigs put 
out, with the bite seeming to be slower 
than the previous day, so Tanner and I 
dug out small leeches, rigged them on 
micro-jigs and set them out.  The � oat 
hit the water, bobbed in the waves a 
couple of times and went under. I set 
the hook and felt a heavy � sh on my 
line, the � sh charged into the weeds, 
becoming snagged.  I put just enough 
pressure on the � sh, hoping to force 
it out of the weeds and when it did, it 
made a run for deeper water.  I turned 
the � sh and forced it to the top, it was 
one of those trophy bluegill we were 
looking for, as it was a twelve-inch � sh 
that would weigh one and a quarter 
pound.

The key to catching � sh on day two 
would be those small leeches as Tan-
ner, Larry and I landed big crappies, 
bluegills, bass and even bullheads on 
the small, micro, ice � shing size jigs 
tipped with tiny leeches.

In less than a day and a half, we 
would have the opportunity to catch 
and � lm some of the largest bluegill 
and crappies we have seen in the 
twenty years Outdoorsmen Adven-
tures has been on the air.

If you are looking for excellent � sh, 
especially those big pan� sh and other 
species, check out the great � shing 
on Big Stone in Ortonville, Minnesota. 
More information on the Big Stone area 
can be found at bigstonelakechamber.
com 

Information on the � shing and 
guide service is available by calling 
Artie’s Bait Shop at (320) 839-2480 
and can also be found on line at www.
artiesbait.com 

Gary Howey, originally from Water-
town, S.D. who now resides in Harting-
ton, Nebraska, is a former tournament 
angler, � shing and hunting guide. He is 
the Producer/Host of the award winning 
Outdoorsmen Adventures television 
series, seen on Fox af� liates and the 
MIDCO Sports Network Thursday at 
5:30 pm and Sunday at 10:00 am. He 
and Simon Fuller are the hosts of the 
Outdoor Adventures radio program on 
Classic Hits 106.3, ESPN Sports Radio 
1570 in Southeastern South Dakota and 
Northeast Nebraska and in Northwest 
Iowa on KCHE 92.1 FM. If you are look-
ing for more outdoor information, check 
out www.outdoorsmenadventures.com.
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Foundation Purchases 
Spring Creek CC

HARRISBURG – The South Dakota 
Parks and Wildlife Foundation (SDPWF) 
announced Wednesday the purchase 
of Spring Creek Country Club (SCCC) 
which borders the south side of Good 
Earth State Park and the eastern portion 
of the golf course property within the 
Blood Run National Historic Landmark. 

“For the next 10 years the Founda-
tion will lease the golf course back to 
the SCCC and at the end of that period 
the Foundation intends to donate the 
property to the state of South Dakota as 
an addition to Good Earth State Park 
at Blood Run,” said Jeff Scherschligt, 
SDPWF board member and project 
chairman. “This is part of our continuing 
commitment to a public-private partner-
ship with the state that turns visions and 
dreams into reality.”

“Today we celebrate another 
milestone in our journey to preserve this 
historic site with a unique opportunity to 
add 200 acres and protect the critical 
viewshed within the landmark boundar-
ies.  The Foundation is entering an 
exciting Phase II fundraising campaign 
to help fi nance this undertaking,” said 
Larry Ness, Foundation president. “To 
date, the SDPWF private-public partner-
ship has raised $5.5 million for this 
project and efforts to complete Phase I 
and kicking off Phase II will bring their 
total commitment to $7.5 million.”

“The states of South Dakota and 
Iowa are committed to preserving the 
Blood Run National Historic Landmark 
and establishing Good Earth State Park. 
Both states are part of this partner-
ship contributing fi nancial resources to 
achieve these important goals,” noted 
Doug Hofer, division director of the 
South Dakota Division of Parks and 
Recreation.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard affi rmed this 
by adding, “Blood Run National Historic 
Landmark is one of South Dakota’s top 
priorities for conservation and resource 
protection. The cultural, educational 
and recreational value of this site is of 
immeasurable signifi cance to our state 
and the nation.  I urge continued private 
and public support of the SDPWF’s 
fundraising campaign to enhance Good 
Earth State Park at Blood Run and 
preserve this unique historic site.” 

Thousands Attend 2015 
Fort Sisseton Festival

PIERRE -- The 2015 Fort Sisseton 
Historical Festival was well attended 
despite overcast skies on June 6 . This 
year’s festival boasted a historic dedica-
tion, political dignitaries and standing-
room-only attendance.

Over 16,500 visitors took in  the 
three-day event, and despite occasional 
rain showers, camping numbers were 
up from last year. A number of visitors 
traveled long distances to attend the 
festival.

The dedication of a restored 38-star 
fl ag, last fl own when the military fort 
was closed in 1889, was attended by 
over three hundred people, including 
legislators, donors and members of the 
Fort Sisseton Commission. Lt. Gov. Matt 
Michels and Secretary Kelly Hepler of 
SD Game, Fish and Parks spoke at the 
dedication, recognizing efforts of volun-
teers that worked on the project.

A new wagon train event completed 
its two-day journey on Friday afternoon, 
with fourteen wagons and forty horses 
pulling into the Fort.

Other popular events included 
military and rendezvous encampments, 
pie-baking contests, stage perfor-
mances, muzzle-loading rifl e shooting 
competitions and musical performances.

High Water Affects Some 
SE Nebraska Parks

LINCOLN -- Several state recreation 
areas in Southeast Nebraska have been 
affected by heavy rainfall and not all 
areas may be accessible, according to 
the Nebraska Game and Parks Com-
mission. 

At Stagecoach State Recreation 
Area (SRA), roadway 5 is barricaded 
because of high water. Campgrounds 
are accessible, though if water levels 
continue to rise, some campgrounds will 
temporarily close. 

At Bluestem SRA, lakeside drives 
in both areas 5 and 3 are underwater. 
Higher ground primitive camping is still 
available, though spots are limited. 

Olive Creek SRA area 2 is inac-
cessible because the access road is 
underwater. 

At Louisville SRA, water levels have 
risen in the marsh area on the north 
side of the park, and nearby reservation 
area electrical camping sites may be 
affected if water continues to rise. Park 
staff is monitoring the situation and will 
move campers if necessary. 

PHOTO: LARRY MYHRE
Tanner Arndt of Ortonville, Minnesota, is pictured with one of the big blue-
gills caught during a recent trip.

PHOTO: CAPTAIN NORM’S
Norm and JoAnn Blaalid caught this mixed bag of fish 
on the face of Gavin’s Point Dam on June 4.

PHOTO: T.J.’S MINIMART
Julie Evenson caught this 4-pound Walleye.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Miya (left) and Jacko Noecker 
caught their limit of Crappie and 
one walleye on May 31. They were 
using leeches for bait.
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