
BY BRENDA K. JOHNSON

Share your tips, give us a tour of
your plant site, or send your ques-
tions related to outdoor or indoor
plants to newsroom@yankton.net
Attn: Brenda Johnson or write to
P&D, 319 Walnut St, Yankton, SD
57078, Attn: Brenda Johnson.

Q: How do you garden with-
out limitations?

A: Joanne Christensen, volun-
teer coordinator at Trinity
Lutheran Church and Yankton
social work advocate for decades,
enjoys gardening. Some additional
physical limitations and a knee
replacement last growing season
have not tamped her spirit.

“Back at it in about four
weeks,” Christensen said. “I could-
n’t walk without a walker at first,
so I had to sit in a chair to work in
the yard. I want to make this yard
a Garden of Eden. Since I can’t
kneel on the ground to work, I use
wash tubs on legs as raised beds.”
Other objects, such as a recycled
outdoor grill, become planters. 

As bending over to reach has
become an issue for her,
Christensen has found a use for
car tires.

“I have stacked three old rubber
car tires filled with dirt and have a
basil plant growing in them,” she
said. “Since I stacked the tires about
seven years ago, …  I have planted
potatoes, butternut squash, and
annuals. All grew successfully.” 

New trees in the yard include a
Mother’s Day gift red bud, and an
Arbor Day Emerald Lustre Maple
and May Day tree peony.

Christensen chooses color in
her yard with heritage in mind. 

“We painted our home Swedish
red (my ancestry) and so I enjoy
using yellow as an accent color,”
she said. “I have an old cream can
that I purchased at a rummage
sale and painted bright yellow.
Yellow pansies, lavender bacopa
and a black oxalis are in the cream
can by our back door. Red leafed
cannas and castor bean plants line
the back yard fence.

“A side rail piece from an old
crib that I painted royal blue, one
of the colors in the Swedish flag,”
she said. “It supports two Asiatic
lilies, which I planted in 2007 after
the birth of our granddaughter,
whose name is Lily.” 

Black-eyed Susans and yellow
petunias (the other color of the
Swedish flag) with lobelia and
other annuals are nearby.

Vegetables, miniature hostas,
transplanted rhubarb, robust
trumpet vine on trellis, mint and
lamb’s ears, and a blue Endless
Summer hydrangea add color,
varying heights and fresh food.
Nestled in the beds are sturdy
rebar poles just in case they are
needed to steady the gardener.
Some of the poles are topped with
overturned near antique teacups.

“I am looking forward to see
how hybrid irises and shade ferns
that I planted last year survived
the winter,” Christensen said.

———
Q: Where can we find weather

data about forecasted precipita-
tion and flooding along the
James River?

A: “Based on the current snow-
pack and wet fall conditions we
have the stage set for this flood
situation,” said Dr. Dennis Todey,
state climatologist at South Dakota
State University. “Additional heavy
snowfall or rainfall would change the
situation. These conditions will be
updated as necessary.”

According to data on the Web
site below, the probability of the
James River water over the 13-foot
flood level in March and April this
spring is greater than 50 percent.
The prediction comes from data at
the data site 5 miles northeast of
Scotland. Gage reading may be
affected by ice at this time. This and
other weather information can be
found at the Missouri Basin River
Forecast of the National Weather
Service River Forecast Center:
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/mbrfc/.

———
Q: What have you learned

from, as you say, trial and error
gardening?

A: Having to remove a mature
maple tree growing into power
lines influenced Julie Hemphill’s
future yard decisions. Her Yankton
city yard has street frontage on
two sides, and the tree had been
situated along one side. She
replaced the maple with a Black
Hills spruce, planted several feet
more into the yard.

“This 4-foot blue spruce had
been growing in Murdo,” Hemphill
said. “Jerry Fisher of Hartington,
Neb., planted it with a good water-
ing. I water about weekly in the

summer, and the rains were great
last season.” 

A lush fern bed by the house
receives morning sun and after-
noon shade. Spots of color on the
lawn draw the eye. Hemphill host-
ed her yard in the summer
Missouri Valley Master Gardener
Garden Tour.

“I love to garden in the sum-
mer and love to say ‘good-bye to
it in the winter,” Hemphill said. 

Her gardens are located on the
two sides of the yard away from
street frontage and have blooms
from spring through summer by
intention. 

“I like to save mature seed
heads of cone flower, zinnias,
black-eyed Susans,” Hemphill said.
“I keep them dry in the winter.
When spring comes, I break apart
the heads and sprinkle the seed
where I want them to grow. For
purchases, I have good luck with
plants from Brandts.”

Summer hail damage is mostly
outgrown.

“This Elephant ear had dam-
age, but is now OK,” Hemphill
said. “I dig it up before the first
hard freeze and store it in the
basement where it doesn’t freeze.”

Beside her patio is a grape
arbor laden with concord grapes.
The two vines almost cover the 8-
square-foot arbor. 

“The vines are about 10 years
old,” Hemphill said. “I trained the
vines up onto the arbor and keep
grass clippings on the roots to
keep the roots moist. My friend in
California had an arbor. I thought,
I want to try one here. That’s what
I mean by trial and error, to see
what grows.

“I garden by trial and error,” she
said. “My California friend has to put
her tulips in the freezer before plant-
ing them in order to get them to
bloom. We’re lucky — we just put
tulips in the ground in the fall.”

———
For Plant Enthusiasts:
• “Living Landscapes in South

Dakota: A Guide to Native
Plantscaping” is a handbook is
free at Yankton Natural Resources
Conservation Service office,
across from Wal-Mart on
Broadway in Yankton.

• Sign-up for 18-24-inch trees in
bundles of 25 continues at
Yankton County Conservation
District (YCCD) (605) 665-6704.
These books are available at cost
at YCCD office across from Wal-
Mart on Broadway or may be
checked out from Yankton
Community Library, courtesy of
YCCD.

• “Trees and Shrubs for
Northern Great Plains &
Landscapes” by Dale Herman and
Vernon Quam, North Dakota State
University: Resource of woody
plants commonly available for the
home landscape. 

• “Weeds of the Great Plains”
by Stubbeendieck, Coffin and
Landholt of the Nebraska
Department of Agriculture. 

• “Shrubs for South Dakota”
by SDSU professors John Ball,
David Graper, and Carol Wake.

• “Grassland Plants of South
Dakota” by James R Johnson and
Gary E Larson, South Dakota
State University.

• Siouxland Garden Show:
March 19-20, beginning 9 a.m. at
the Marina Center in S. Sioux
City, Neb. Daily admission is $5.

———
Q: What happens to the tree

when you prune a branch?
A: According to the Arbor

Day Web site, when you remove
a branch, you stop that supply
of auxins or growth hormones
that are made in the leaf buds on
the ends of branches. Preserving
the leader on top of the tree, and
then preserving lateral branches
that contribute to the strength
and shape of the tree, preserve a
more natural and less “lollipop”
tree shape.

Dr. John Ball, forest health
specialist at South Dakota State
University, addresses pruning
winter damage on trees with
photos addressed at this site:
http://www.state.sd.us/doa/fores
try/educational-
information/Pest-Alert-2010-
Jan27.pdf.

———
Q: What are ideas for start-

ing seeds indoors?
A: Seeds can be started 6-8

weeks before last expected frost
date. Check seed package and
seed catalog for rate of growth.
Also look for special needs such as
heat mat or light protection cover.
While newsletters@charleysgreen-
house.com gives additional infor-
mation, these ideas may come in
handy.

• Location for growing seeds
should be warm and sunny (or
set up artificial Florescent light-
ing.)

• Clean, recycled containers
with drainage holes work fine to
plant seeds. If a pan is used, plant
with same kind of seeds and give

room between seeds when plant-
ing. About two inches height of
medium will provide room for root
growth.

• Use damp seed starter
medium instead of soil for plant-
ing to diminish disease and
insect problems.

• Some suggest soaking seeds
overnight before planting to soft-
en seed coat, but read seed
package for exceptions.

• Plant seeds at depth as
directed. Some use a dull pencil
as dibble.

• Some suggest covering the
container with clear plastic wrap
to hold in moisture. Keep medi-
um moist, not wet. 

• Label each container with
name of plant, date planted,
expected weeks to transplant.
Note discrepancies when trans-
planting to help you next year.

When plants are ready, put
plants outdoors in protected
area, increasing time each day
for a few days before transplanti-
ng outdoors. Treat with weak
solution of fertilizer.

———
Q: Why consider a container

garden in your landscape plan?
A: Container gardens can be an

economical way to focus color in
your yard as simply as planting
select flowers or vegetables in a
clay pot. You can use trial and
error to find plants that are com-
patible with each other for the
location, or you can save time and
money by learning from experts.
White Flower Farm spring cata-
logue shows plant combinations
that work for compatibility, color,
sun and shade. For more informa-

tion, visit
www.whiteflowerfarm.com or call
(800) 503-9624.

Another Web site has ideas for
selecting flowers that mature in
spring, early summer, etc. with
container plants. See “Container
Recipes” for plant combinations
and a “Water Wise” kit for water-
ing container plants. For more
information, visit www.proven-
winners.com.

Containers can be used to
soften hardscape such as a
prominent driveway that lacks
plant bed space. The size and
type of container can repeat the
style of your outdoor living
space.

If you plan container gardens
ahead, you may find just the leaky
rowboat to fill with soil and plants
by the entrance or just the plants
that express your personal style for
an outdoor space. Joanna Harrison
of “The Container Gardener’s Bible”
offers these practical tips:

1. Express your personality in
your choices for containers and
plants. Consider fragrance and
sound, as well as color and tex-
ture.

2. Link surroundings, such as
buildings where you will place
the container garden and the col-
ors, container shape and level of
formality, such as trimmed topi-
ary or waving grasses you use in
the container.

3. Consider how well contain-
er fulfills its purpose, such as an
entrance boundary or to provide
edible food.

4. Look at the proportions of
what you intend to plant in the
container. Does the mature height
fit the container and the space? Is

there adequate soil for the size of
plants?

5. Since container gardens
require maintenance trimming,
watering and positioning for ade-
quate sunlight, are your plans
practical?

Readers, consider sharing
your container garden ideas with
our readers this growing season.
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In most cases, it takes 
30 days to start a Flood Policy. 

Don’t delay.
Call your insurance agent today!

“Don’t Gamble”... Insure with
M.T. & R.C. SMITH INSURANCE, Inc.
204 W 4th St. • Downtown Yankton • Since 1949 

605-665-3611 • 1-888-665-3611 (Toll-Free)

Flood Insurance!

PLANT EXCHANGE:

Expanding Possibilities With Found Objects

MARCH PLANT TIPS
Stan Hoffart, urban forestry

apecialist for the City of
Yankton offers these tree-prun-
ing tips:

• Before trees begin to grow
in early spring is a good time to
prune fruit and shade trees.

• Prune trees when they are
young to form good structure.
This will make them strong and
will direct growth toward
desired shape. I start pruning
young trees after they are
established, about two growing
seasons. Young trees can with-
stand more pruning than
mature trees.

• Never remove more than
one third of the trees canopy.

• Prune to establish a strong
single central leader and lateral
branches that give tree sup-
port.

• Never flush cut branch on
the trunk or leave stubs.

Information on proper prun-
ing methods can be found on
the Arbor day Foundation Web
site: www.arborday.org, as well
as animated tips for winter-
damaged trees. Better yet, hire
a certified arborist.

BRENDA JOHNSON
Joanne Christensen’s found objects — such as these stacked tires — are filled with soil to better gar-
den from a standing position.

PHOTOS: BRENDA JOHNSON
(Above) Concord grapes are one of Julie Hemphill’s many trial suc-
cesses.
(Below) Ornamental kale transplants in a plastic tree planter
became an accent container garden that lasted into December last
fall. Kale idea from Yankton Nurseries.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


