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Gayville Hall
Hits The Big 1-0

Sharples Make Plans For 26-Show Season

BY TRAVIS GULBRANDSON
travis.gulbrandson@yankton.net

GAYVILLE — When Doug Sharples
went to a building auction in 1997, he had
no idea he would be the one who came
away with the building.

He and his wife Judi were friends of
the previous owner, who had passed
away, and Sharples said he went to the
auction strictly as a spectator.

“They were trying to get the first bid,
and I just (rose my hand) to bid on it, just
to get it going,” he said. “Then there was
no other bid. That opening bid was below
what they would find acceptable, so they
told me what their minimal would be, and
it was a darn good price.”

When he returned home, Judi asked
him, “Who bought the building?”

“Guess what?” he told her. “1 did.”

Since that time, the Sharples have
managed to turn that building into
Gayville Hall, a major area venue for
music and art.

This year, Gayville Hall will be holding
its 10th season — its biggest one yet, with
26 shows scheduled.

Over the course of those 10 seasons,
Gayville Hall has hosted approximately
160 shows.

“In all this time, we've only canceled
two shows because of weather,” Doug
Sharples said.

“We've lucked out,” Judi Sharples
added. “But who knows what’ll happen
this March?”

The season kicks off at 8 p.m.
Saturday, March 13, with “A Celebration
of Merle Haggard,” featuring Gayville Hall
regulars John and Susan McNeill, Nick
Schwebach and Owen DelJong.

There will be continuous shows
through May 1. They will resume after a
two-week break and continue into the
summer.

Season 10 will bring some exterior
changes to Gayville Hall, as well. The
Sharples plan to have the building paint-
ed this spring, and they have commis-

sioned some signage from Greg Preheim.

The Sharples owned the building for
four years before they ever thought to
hold a concert there. This was because it
was the home of a grocery store, which
closed in 2001.

During this time, the couple were mak-
ing a film about Omaha resident and jazz
musician Preston Love, who died in 2004
and spent his career playing with artists
like Count Basie and Ray Charles. Love
also performed in smaller venues across
the Midwest.

“I thought to represent that ... [ want-
ed to get him playing in the hinterlands of
South Dakota, so [ got him a gig playing at
the National Music Museum, and then he
said, ‘I want to play someplace at night,”
Doug Sharples said.

The store had been cleared out by that
time and the acoustics of the building
were good, so a stage was built, and the
concert was held Wednesday, May 16,
2001. The show still remains one of the
Sharples’ favorites.

“It was quite an event,” Judi Sharples
said. “He was wonderful.”

The show attracted approximately 100
people, and the Sharples decided to hold
another, this time with John and Susan
McNeill — whom they met as students at
the University of South Dakota — and
Nick Schwebach and Owen DelJong.

Doug Sharples said the next two
shows both attracted 83 people, and he
wasn't sure if it would be feasible to con-
tinue.

Then John McNeill suggested hosting a
celebration of Hank Williams.

“We had to turn away 50 people,”
Sharples said. “We had more than 200
people.”

“It was tremendous,” Judi Sharples
added. “The show was so great.”

The Hank Williams show was so suc-
cessful that it’s been performed again in
different versions through the years. It
will be performed again this season on
March 27.

Doug Sharples said they even called it,
“The show that saved Gayville Hall.”
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Gayville Hall, which is owned by Doug and Judi Sharples, will begin its 10th season
at 8 p.m. Saturday, March 13, with “A Celebration of Merle Haggard.” The owners say
this will be the biggest season yet for the venue, with 26 shows scheduled.

Since that time, the venue has hosted
“celebrations” of other artists, including
Johnny Cash and fiddler Chet Olsen,
which was broadcast by South Dakota
Public Television.

These performances have been among
Gayville Hall’s most popular.

“The most we ever had in here was the
first time we did the Johnny Cash show.
We had 270 paid people in here. It was
just crazy,” Doug Sharples said.

On average, most performances attract
more than 100 people, although some
attract many more than that.

“Our last show of the season had 230
people in here,” he said. “They were even
sitting in the aisle and into the gallery.”

Sharples said the concerts have
attracted “a lot of regulars” over the
years, some of whom travel long dis-
tances to attend.

“We have customers that come as far
as 150 miles on a fairly regular basis,” he
said. “Not every show, but they’ll pick out
four or five shows a year and they’ll come
that distance.”

Apart from music, art is also a very
important part of Gayville Hall. Its walls
are lined with posters from past shows,
vintage sheet music, signage and albums.

There’s also a gallery that features a
revolving schedule of art exhibitions.

Some works of art have even been
donated by attendees of the concerts.

“At the Johnny Cash show, there was a
person in the audience (April Dawboy),”
Judi Sharples said. “We didn’t even know
her. And she came to us and said, ‘I was
inspired by that concert.”

Since that time, Dawboy has painted a
number of portraits of musicians, many of
which are on display in the gallery.

“This is like an old-time music hall,”
Judi Sharples said. “That’s what we
aspired to be. ... It’s turned out that there
is a market, and people do want to come
and have a wholesome and enlightening
evening. They sit and listen to the music
and interact with the musicians, rather
than in a bar environment where people
are visiting and the band is just in the
background.”

She added that neither she nor her
husband anticipated such an enduring
response.

“When you think about it, it’s pretty
unbelievable that we're still here, that
something like this would take off and
grow,” she said. “We have some really
wonderful patrons. It’s exciting. They
respond, and we respond to them.”

For more information about Gayville
Hall, visit www.gayvillehall.com.
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Bigger & Betfer”
Every Friday During Lent

from 5:30-9:00 p.m.

Large Salad Bar, 5 kinds of
seafood, potatoes, soup,
vegetables & dessert bar.
So get off your BASS and load up all
the little SHRIMPS and head on over to...

WIEBELHAUS RECREATION

in Crofton, NE 402-388-4640

Columbus

BREAKFAST

1

VFW Post 791
209 Cedar

Friday Supper
Swiss Steak
Serving 5:30-8:00PM
Saturday
Entertainment

Kenny Carlow
Serving menu from 5:30-8:00PM
Singles Dance Basement
Clay Creek Deaf Cowboy Band

Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm

Horizons
Steering
Committee

Celebration
March 21

VOLIN — The Volin-
Gayville Horizons Steering
Committee will host a celebra-
tion on Sunday, March 21, to
commemorate the successful
completion of the process to
receive the Horizons grant.
The celebration will take place
in the Volin City Hall.

The celebration will start
with a free dance workshop
from 4-5:30 p.m. taught by
Sandi VanderWal and the
Yankton County Drifters. They
will be teaching the Electric
Side, Silver Wings and 16-step.
The workshop will be followed
by a free supper and a dance
with The Outback Band.

There will be various
booths to display projects
that are being worked on in
the community to improve our
community and address
issues of poverty in our com-
munity. Some of these projects
include developing a local
food bank and addressing
hunger in the community,
improving communications
within our community, provid-
ing culture and recreation for
children within the communi-
ty through classes and trans-
portation.

Questions can be directed
to Jullie at 605-661-8766 or
Missy at 267-2217.

NEWS AROUND
THE CLOCK

www.yankton.net

From the Promoters
of Fireproof

10
SAVE
i

Fri. 7:30 PM o Sat. 7:30 PM ¢ Sun. 4 PM
Students *2.00 Adults °4.00

THIS SUNDAY
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Pancakes, Rolls, Eggs,
Ham or Sausage, Milk,
Juice or Coffee

KC Hall

2700 N. Broadway
Breakfast served second
Sunday of the month.

Everyone Welcome!

Sunday at 6:30pm
Happy Hour M-F 4:30-6:00

Idle Hour Theatre

Tripp, SD

Rural Lesterville
605-364-7414

LENTEN
FISH FRY
Every Friday
6:00-9:00pm

Serving Alaskan Pollock & Caffish

Stop in for Cold Beer, Hot

Machines, Munchies & More!

% WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17
COME CELEBRATE
ST. PATRICK’S DAY WITH US!

% Enjoy Our Buy $15
Get $15 Free Match Play %%
To first 60 customers wearing green starting at 1 PM

Special Overnight Trip To
Royal River Casino

Flandreau, SD
Thurs. & Fri., ¢ Mar. 18" & 19"

Each person to receive Play $25, get $25 FREE PLAY on your
rewards card each day. Plus, $5 off meal coupon, ride and room.

All for %50 each

(double occupancy)

2809 Broadway Ave., Yankton + 605-665-9884 + OPEN SEVEN NIGHTS A WEEK
Mon.-Sat. 11am, Sundays 10:30am * jodean.com

YANKTON I3HIL]]HEN'Ed THEATRE CONMFANY
Lewis & Clark Theatre Company

Presents

WONDERLAND

The Musical Misadventures of Alice in Wonderland

Book by James Devita
Music and Lyrics by Bill Francoeur

Enjoy Our Scrumptious
All Day Roast Beef &
Chicken Buffet For $8.50

Nebraska'’s First Casino

Produced by special arrangement with
Pioneer Drama Service, Inc., Englewood,
Colorado

For Reservation/Info:

HENNEN
"TOURS

Bus will leave from Fry'n Pan Restaurant
on March 18th at 1 p.m.
(pick-up also available in Vermillion

off Hwy. 12 - 402-857-3860(

www.ohiyacasino.com 1-800-551-5275

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! NEW MENU!lI

Y Available For A
7 § Limited Time Only!
-w ¢

1607 E Hwy 50 «» Yankton, SD

CASINO
A

DAKOTA THEATRE
MARCH 11 - 14,19 - 21, 2010
SHOWS AT 7:30pm EXCEPT

' SUNDAY'S AT 2:00pm

' FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
LCTC BOX OFFICE 605-665-4711
YCTC 605-689-0401 OR

A special menu featuring « 9 Enirees just ALLISON SPAK 605-660-6414

605.664.2244
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