Freeman Tries On ‘Joseph And
The Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat’ For Schmeckfest

BY TRAVIS GULBRANDSON
travis.gulbrandson@yankton.net

chmeckfest will go back to the Old Testament this
year.

That’s because the festival’s yearly theatrical
production will be the musical “Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”

“It’s a high-energy show,” said co-director Will
Ortman. “It’s a show that’s a mix of drama and
comedy that has something for everybody.”

The production will take place at 8 p.m. March 19-20 and
March 25-27 at Pioneer Hall as part of the 52nd annual
Schmeckfest.

The show, with lyrics by Tim Rice and music by Andrew
Lloyd Webber, was first performed and produced in England in
1968.

It concerns the Biblical story of Joseph and his “coat of
many colors.” Jealous of their father’s favoritism toward him,
Joseph’s brothers sell him into slavery and he is sent to Egypt.
But thanks in part to his ability to interpret dreams, he
becomes second to the Pharaoh, and is eventually reunited
with his family.

Although the play is on the shorter side, there’s still “just an
enormous amount of work” involved, said co-director Jeremy
Waltner.

Waltner and Ortman have been planning their production
since July to be ready for Schmeckfest.

“It’s taken that long to put our production team into place,
to think about what we want this show to look like, to think
about what we want the audience to feel,” Waltner said.

The production consists of approximately 45 cast members,
“and probably close to that many behind the scenes building,
doing lights and all the different aspects,” Ortman said.

For Todd Jones, who plays Joseph, the experience has been
“fantastic.”

“I'haven’t been onstage in probably 15 years, and just doing

Freeman's Annual
Schmeckfest
Celebration Set

FREEMAN — The 52nd
Schmeckfest celebration will be held
in Freeman March 19-20 and 26-27 on
the Freeman Academy Campus. This
“festival of tasting” features a German
ethnic meal served family style from
4-7 p.m. each day.

“Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat” will be pre-
sented each evening at 8 p.m. to cele-
brate this year’s event. This musical
tells the biblical saga of Joseph and
his coat of many colors through the
cornucopia of musical styles, from
country-western and calypso to bub-
ble-gum pop and rock ‘n’ roll. This
Old Testament tale emerges as both
timely and timeless. “Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” is
present through an exclusive arrange-
ment with R & H Theatricals and The
Really Useful Group Limited.

A special performance will be pre-
sented at 8 p.m. Thursday, March 25.
Reserved seats for this performance
are still available. (There will not be
any other activities available on the
March 25 date).

Other attractions during the festi-
val include: demonstrations and dis-
plays of ethnic crafts and culinary
skills, including sausage-making and
sales; historical and musical presen-
tations; community art display;
Country Kitchen sales; Heritage Hall
Museum and Archives. These activi-
ties are open from 1-7 and free to the
public.

For ticket and other information

that again, getting to use some of those gifts, has been a lot of
fun,” he said.

Brad Carlson, who plays Pharaoh, is a Schmeckfest play vet-
eran, with at least 10 shows to his credit.

“I do it because it’s fun,” he said. “I've got two of my daugh-
ters in the show, my wife is the head of costumes, my son is
helping with sound, so it’s a whole family event this year.”

But for all the fun the cast and crew experience, the produc-
tion also presents a number of challenges — the least of which
is the show’s brisk pace.

B JOSEPH, Page /B please

~1

L TP\ (1D
<@

Weekly “Charms of Cash” Drawings

Every Thursday in March
and April

.

go to www.Schmeckfest.com,

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
Freeman brings the popular musical “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat” to the Pioneer Hall stage for the community’s 42nd Schmeckfest
celebration. ABOVE: Todd Jones stars as Joseph, shown here after receiving a
multicolored coat from his father, Jacob. TOP LEFT: Jones and the chorus are
shown in the number “Go, Go, Go Joseph,” which concludes act | of the musi-
cal. TOP RIGHT: Joseph's brothers scheme after throwing him in a well. Joseph
is eventually sold into slavery before rising to power in Egypt as “Pharaoh’s
No. 2.” LEFT: Jessica Hofer serves as the narrator of “Joseph.” According to
the play’s co-director, Jeremy Waltner, “She is the framework around which the
story is told. Her role is among the most demanding of the cast.” To see or pur-

www.schmeckfesttickets.com or call
605-925-4542. General admission tick-
ets for the musical will be available at
the door each evening.

Schmeckfest is sponsored by
Freeman Academy Auxiliary in coop-
eration with the Freeman community.
All proceeds go to benefit Freeman
Academy, a Christian middle school
and high school.

Spin for your Lucky Charm
to win up to $250 in cash!

4 winners will receive $1000
10 winners $250
10 winners $200
12 winners $100

March 4, 11, 18 & 25 | April 1, 8, 15,22 & 29
Drawing Times and Prizes: 7pm | 8pm | 9pm | 10pm

THE FOLLOWING LUCKY CHARMS ARE AVAILABLE:

Wishbone or Rabbit’s Foot $100
White Elephant or Key w/Heart Lock  $150
Four Leaf Clover or Horse Shoe $200
Casino Logo $250

Booké10!or;

more rooms

and receive:

chase images from this event, visit spotted.yankton.net.

Saturday, Mar. 13* — Noon
$B00 By [ | $80 Eiiny fee
$B000 Addled Pusa

Buy in and entry fee must be paid in full.
Limited to the first 55 players to register.
Player’s start with $10,000 in chips.
$15 Add on - $5,000 in chips —
goes toward dealer tokes

St. Patrick’s Day WEDNESDM
Specials e

St. Patrick’s Day
Free Play

Pick up your 5
minutes of free slot
play at the Player’s
Club booth from 12
to 7:45 p.m. The top
10 player’s with the
highest scores will
receive a $50 Gift
Certificate.

I'ackygsilfounge;
ST. PATRICK'S DAY
Green Tap Beers..........

Irish Whiskey..........

St. Patrick’s Day
Hot Rueben Dip
6 oz. Corned beef &
sauerkraut served on a
toasted rye bread with
potato wedges and cup
of au jus — $5.95

Hot Seat drawings
will be held every
2 hour from 12:30
p-m. to 5 p.m. for
a chance to win
$25 in cash. (while
playing slots,
blackjack or poker)

Reserve your seat today by
calling 605-487-7871 ext. 490

Receive an extra $5
or $10 if you are
/ wearing green.

MARCH HOTEL ERNIGHT GROUP SPECIAL!

® $40 + tax rate
 $20.00 for $30.00
 $8.00 Off Menu

* $2.00 Match Play (BJ)

Please call and book your group by calling 605-487-7871 ext. 475

® Free Drink (Tap or Well)
* 10% Off Gift Shop
e Earn 50 points and receive $10

Check In and Receive
a Roll of Quarters!
One per room.
Discounted rates do not apply.

Moare

7-3751

3 Miles East of Fort Randall Dam on Hwy 46 ¢ 1-605-487-7871 or 1-800-362-6333 * www.fortrandall.com



