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PHOTO OF THE DAY

Hangin’ Around

Butler's Shawn Vanzant sticks his tongue out after hitting a
three-pointer against Syracuse during first-half action in the men’s
NCAA Basketball Tournament in Salt Lake City, Utah, Thursday,
March 25. Butler upended the top-seeded Orange 63-59 to
advance to the West Regional Final (Travis Heying/Wichita

Eagle/MCT)

AREA DIGEST

Jensen Cards Ace

VERMILLION — Rusty Jensen, the assistant PGA Golf pro at
The Bluffs Golf Course, shot his fifth career hole-in-one during his

round on Thursday afternoon.

Jensen made the ace on Hole No. 12, hitting the 158-yard shot

with a 7-iron.

Golfing with Jensen were Roger Heirigs, Tim Christopherson,

Chad Lavin and Mark Clark.

CBH Sweeps All-Star Games

ALEXANDRIA — The Custer Battlefield Highway Conference
teams claimed both the girls’ and boys’ games in the Cornbelt vs.
CBH All-Star Games, held Thursday at Hanson High School.

White Lake’s Jill Guericke scored 13 points to lead the CBH to a
67-60 victory in the girls’ game.

Katie Talbott (Kimball) netted 10 points. Shelby Anderson
(Ethan) scored nine points and Shelby Assmus (Stickney-Mount
Vernon) added eight points in the win.

For the Cornbelt squad, Hanson’s Amanda Hart led the way
with a game-high 14 points. Kelsey Walloch (Menno) had nine
points and Ashley Steilen (Hanson) added eight points in the effort.

In the boys’ game, Corsica-Stickney’s Kirbey Baan Hofmann led
five CBH players in double figures with 20 points, leading his squad
to a 103-91 victory.

Cody Thomsen (Mitchell Christian) and Shane Thiry (White
Lake) each had 13 points. Matt Nielsen (Mitchell Christian) scored
12 points and Tyson Peters (White Lake) added 10 points in the
win.

For the Cornbelt squad, Macon Oplinger (Menno) scored a
game-high 26 points to lead the way. Jerico Shape (Canistota)
posted 12 points. Brandon Schwans (Bridgewater-Emery) and Will
Massey (Menno) each had 11 points in the effort.

Men’s 35-Over, Women’s Basketball
Leagues Still Accepting Teams

The Yankton Parks and Recreation Department is still accepting
registrations for both the Men’s 35 and Over Basketball League and
the Women’s Basketball League.

Team registration forms and rules are available at the Summit
Activities Center at 1801 Summit Street or on the City of Yankton
web site at www.cityofyankton.org.

For further information, call (605) 668-5234 or stop by the
Summit Activities Center at 1801 Summit Street, Yankton, SD.

JDRF Tourney April 10

The annual Juvenile Diabetes Youth Basketball Tourney will be
held Saturday, April 10, at the Summit Activities Center.

The tournament is open to boys’ and girls’ teams in grades 5-8.
There will be ‘A" and ‘B’ Divisions. Each team is guaranteed three
games.

Entry deadline is April 4. For more information, contact Randy
Abbink at 605-583-4430 or by e-mail at abbink5@gwtc.net.

AREA CALENDAR

Friday, March 26

SOFTBALL, COLLEGE Great West Weekend at Farmers Branch,
Texas (USD vs. North Dakota, DH, 1 p.m.)

TRACK, COLLEGE Alabama Relays (USD)

TRACK, PREP Warrior Relays at Creighton (3 p.m.)

Saturday, March 27

BASEBALL, COLLEGE MMC at Nebraska Wesleyan (DH, 1 p.m.)

BASEBALL, HS CLUB Harrisburg at Yankton (1 p.m.); Beresford at
R.C. Central (4 p.m.); Beresford at St. Thomas More (7 p.m.)

SOFTBALL, COLLEGE Great West Weekend at Farmers Branch,
Texas (USD vs. Utah Valley, DH, 1 p.m.); Doane at MMC (DH, 1 p.m.)

TRACK, COLLEGE Alabama Relays (USD)

TRACK, PREP Norm Herren Indoor at Vermillion (Beresford)

Sunday, March 28

BASEBALL, COLLEGE MMC at Doane (DH, 1 p.m.)

BASEBALL, HS CLUB SMVHEW at Parkston (2 p.m.); Beresford at
R.C. Stevens (11 a.m.); Vermillion at Yankton (1 p.m.)

SOFTBALL, COLLEGE Great West Weekend at Farmers Branch,
Texas (USD vs. Houston Baptist, DH, 11 a.m.)

TRACK, COLLEGE Alabama Relays (USD)
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SCOREBOARD

City Bowling
INDUSTRIAL

HIGH TEAM GAME: Rent-A-
Center 907

HIGH TEAM SERIES: Rent-A-
Center 2444

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAME: Jimmy
Hahn 255, JJ Peterson 245, Ryan
Goehner 244, Jerry Peterson 232,
Casey Weverstad 224

HIGH INDIVIDUAL SERIES: Jerry
Peterson 642, Jimmy Hahn 627, JJ
Peterson 624, Chuck Frieberg 597,
Frank Osborn Sr. 589

STANDINGS: H&K Oil #2 46,
Yankton Redi-Mix 34, Yankton Redi-
Mix #2 32, Wholesale Supply 31, Rent-
A-Center 29, Steiner’s Locker 27.5,
Don’s Auto 20.5, H&K Oil 15, Bowl
Dogs 11

MONDAY MIXED

HIGH TEAM GAME: We Are
Moody 475

HIGH TEAM SERIES: We Are
Moody 1283

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAME: Todd
Moody 255-218 (errorless), Hal Somer
211, Frank Osborn, Sr. 205, Annabelle
Moody 193, Lonnie Remington 190,
Cindy Somer 169

HIGH INDIVIDUAL SERIES: Todd
Moody 665, Frank Osborn, Sr. 571,
Marvin Guthmiller 523, Annabelle
Moody 537, Lonnie Remington 518,
Betty Adam 467

STANDINGS: We Are Moody 30-
12, Misfits 30-11, Bob’s Hobby Supply
29-14, Alley Kats 27-15, Team Estatic
21-19, Country Bumpkins 19.5-22.5,
Ten Pins 19-22, Lucky Strike 17-24,
Pin Wizards 14-29, The Splits 10-31

HIGHLIGHTS: Annabelle Moody
3-10, 5-10; Frank Osborn, Sr. 3-10, 3-
10, 5-7; Lonnie Remington 4-5

MOONSHINERS

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAME: Dan
Liebl 234, Kevin White 216, Ken
Schaefer 201, Wendy Wiebelhaus 171,
Elaine Lane 152, Carol Myers 151

HIGH INDIVIDUAL SERIES:
Kevin White 556, Corey Gauker 549,
Ken Schaefer 546, Elaine Lane 431,
Deb Caba 414

STANDINGS: Upper Deck 82-26,
Northtown Aces 71-37, L&S Electric
61-47, Steamway 61-47, Quizno’s 55-
53, Pin Heads 54.5-53.5, River City
Sand. 51.5-56.5, JB Auto 45.5-62.5,
FECC 32-76

HIGHLIGHTS: Deb Caba 2-7-8

SATURDAY NIGHT MIXED

HIGH TEAM GAME:
Runners 996

HIGH TEAM SERIES: Beer
Runners 2831

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAME: Chris
Sailer 258 (errorless), Dan Rogan 256
(errorless), Frank Osborn, Sr. 246,
Andy Seiner 246 (errorless), Holly
Kellen 222, Becky Kohler 199, Judy
Barta 180

HIGH INDIVIDUAL SERIES: Chris
Sailer 705, Dan Rogan 658, Andy
Seiner 656, Holly Kellen 569, Jan
Putnam 500, Susan Murphy 480

STANDINGS: Beer Runners 43-
13, Wild Things 40-16, Combiners 38-
18, Fleeg’s Five Baggers 34-22,
Fearsome 4 Some 32-22, Hazzards
32-24, Bowlers Under the Influence 32-
22, The Newbies 32-24, Gutter Balls
32-24, T. H. E. M. 30-26, 4 Friends 29-
27, Ups & Downs 29-27, Team
Awesome 24-32, Ben’s Bowling Crew
22-32, The Knockouts 20-28, Shooterz
15-41,S. O. S. 14-42

HIGHLIGHTS: Nels Thorsted -
errorless 221, 3-10; Chuck Turner -
errorless 226; Jason Pearson - error-
less 202; Mike Kellen - errorless 221;
Jason Plath - errorless 204; Donna
Freng 2-7, 5-10; James Kohler 3-10;
Eric Taylor 5-7; Jamie VanWinkle 3-7;
Matt Hoefs 3-10; Todd Kautz 3-10; Jen
Townsend 3-10; Pete Walker 3-10; Bob
Braunesreither 2-7; Holly Kellen 8-10,
5-6, 3-6-7-8-10; Dan Rogan 3-10

Area Bowling

CROFTON WOMEN'’S AMERICAN
HIGH TEAM GAME: Unique Tan
785
HIGH TEAM SERIES: Unique Tan
01

Beer

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAME:
Marianne Merkel 197, Dee Peitz 193,
Mary Ann Jansen 182

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAME: Dee
Peitz 523, Marianne Merkel 489, Mary
Ann Jansen 475

| STANDINGS: Unique Tan 114,
Lewis & Clark Specialty Hospital 98.5,
Arens Const. 72.5

Il STANDINGS: Merkel Insulation
89.5, DSM Apts. 89, F&M Bank 76.5

HIGHLIGHTS: Marianne Merkel
5-7; Peggy Muhmel 5-10; Shorty
Buschkamp 5-10

Prep Hoops
BIG 8 CONFERENCE
BOYS’ BASKETBALL
FINAL STANDINGS: Madison 8-0,
Lennox 4-4, Vermillion 3-5, Harrisburg
3-5, West Central 2-6

ALL-CONFERENCE: Derrick

Wiebe, Madison; Mitchell White,
Madison; Michael Sullivan, Madison;
Jordan Neeman, Lennox; Chris Kruse,
Lennox; Kylen Freidel, Vermillion; Cole
Andre, Vermillion; Erich Hensch,
Harrisburg; Patrick Draisey,
Harrisburg; Mike Wenk, West Central
HONORABLE MENTION: Cam
Shafer, Madison; Keegan Mechels,
Lennox; Jason Rasmussen, Vermillion;
Jordan Budde, Harrisburg; Devin
Albers, West Central
BIG DAKOTA CONF.
BOYS’ BASKETBALL
FINAL STANDINGS: Mobridge-
Pollock 6-1, Winner 6-1, Miller 5-2,
Cheyenne  Eagle Butte  3-4,
Chamberlain 3-4, Todd County 3-4,
McLaughlin 2-5, Stanley County 0-7
ALL-CONF. TEAM: Zach
Horstman, Winner; Hank Taken Alive,
McLaughlin; Chevy Fischer,
Chamberlain; Darin Peterka, Miller;
Thomas Hardcastle, Mobridge/Pollock;
Dexter Netterville, Mobridge/Pollock;
Skyler Kuil, Winner; Deverro Yellow
Earring, Cheyenne Eagle Butte; Jacob
Miller, Stanley County; Canku One
Star, Todd County; Jason Mentzer,
Miller; Trevor Farmer, Todd County
HONORABLE MENTION: Marc
Whirlwind Soldier, Todd County; Isiah
Harrison, Chamberlain; Peyton Friesz,
Mobridge/Pollock;  Tanner  Best,
Winner; Nick Houston, Cheyenne
Eagle Butte; J'Den Shaving, Cheyenne
Eagle Butte; Jordan Knippling, Miller;
Cole O’Conner, Stanley County; Tyler
Schaefbauer, Mobridge/Pollock; Gabe
Archambeault, McLaughlin; Ryan
Peterka, Miller; Evander Bad Hand,
Todd County; Austin Sitting Dog,
McLaughlin; Chad Wiesler, Miller; Mike
Schwartz, Chamberlain; JT White
Mountain, McLaughlin
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
FINAL STANDINGS: Cheyenne
Eagle Butte 7-0, Winner 6-1, Miller 4-3,
Mobridge/Pollock 4-3, McLaughlin 2-5,
Stanley County 0-7, Todd County 3-3,
Chamberlain 1-5
ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM: Lacy
Leaf, Cheyenne Eagle Butte; Erin
Rabenberg, Mobridge/Pollock; Sharee
Galbraith, Winner; Tiara Maxon,
Cheyenne Eagle Butte; Maddie
Frederick, Mobridge/Pollock; Kelsey
Hunter, Miller; Summer Taken Alive,
McLaughlin; Brandi Prince, Stanley
County; Kory Novotny, Winner;
Marissa Blackwell, Miller; Bobbi
Jamerson, McLaughlin; Lane Halligan,
Todd County
HONORABLE MENTION: Cassie
Prue, Todd County; Nadia Watt,
Cheyenne Eagle Butte; Jordan Willard,
Chamberlain; Kirby Bertram, Winner;
Alexis Watts, Miller; Marissa Scott,
Todd County; Cassidy Ulmer,
Mobridge/Pollock; Kelli Norrid, Winner;
Sara Sweetman, Stanley County;
Kendra Karst, Stanley County; Colby
Lesmeister, Cheyenne Eagle Butte;
Frankie Willard, Chamberlain; Amanda
Husher, Winner; Calby Pearman,
Cheyenne Eagle Butte; Jordan Harter,
Winner; Amy Talks, McLaughlin

Prep Wrestling

BIG 8 CONFERENCE

ALL-CONFERENCE: T.J. North,
Vermillion; Earl Kiertzner, Vermillion;
Lance Burkhart, Vermillion; Chris Mart,
Vermillion; Nick Mart, Vermillion; Will
Mart, Vermillion; Gerrit Heine,
Vermillion; Roger Fender, Madison;
Matt Goth, Madison; Jon Waba,
Madison; Zach Ordal, Madison; Jared
Peters, Madison; Tim Weber, West
Central; Gerrit Pearson, West Central;
Zach Mettler, West Central; Spencer
Hastings, West Central; Hunter
Paulson, Harrisburg; Trenton Schmit,
Harrisburg; Drew Brown, Harrisburg;
Ben Fuhr, Harrisburg; Jacob Devine,
Harrisburg; Thomas Hudson,
Harrisburg; Alex Oaks, Harrisburg;
Nate Flanders, Harrisburg; Taylor
Harris, Harrisburg; Austin Lynde,
Lennox

HONORABLE MENTION: Regan
Bye, Vermillion; Cody Miller, West
Central; Casey Lowe, West Central;
Michael Jensen, West Central; Michael
Mazourek, Lennox

Men’s Hoops

NCAA TOURN.
Regional Semifinals
EAST REGIONAL
Thursday, March 25
At The Carrier Dome, Syracuse,
N.Y.
West Virginia 69, Washington 56
Kentucky 62, Cornell 45
SOUTH REGIONAL
Friday, March 26
At Reliant Stadium, Houston
Saint Mary’s, Calif. (28-5) vs.
Baylor (27-7), 6:27 p.m.
Duke (31-5) vs. Purdue (29-5), 30
minutes following
MIDWEST REGIONAL
Friday, March 26
At Edward Jones Dome, St.
Louis

Jeter Interested In Owning A Team

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Derek Jeter wants to eventually be

like Mike.

The New York Yankees captain told The Associated
Press that once his career is over, he envisions himself pur-
suing ownership of a professional sports franchise — like

Michael Jordan.

Jeter, one of several athletes who endorses the Jordan
Brand, was in Tampa Thursday at an event celebrating the
launch of his ninth signature shoe, the Jordan Jeter

Throwback.

Jordan recently purchased majority ownership of the
NBA's Charlotte Bobcats. Jeter stressed he has no interest
in owning a small, non-controlling share of a baseball team.

“Oh yeah,” he said. “The only interest | have in owner-
ship is to be able to call the shots. I've said that time and

time again.”

Jeter clearly has given some thought to life after base-
ball. He’s known Jordan since the Hall of Famer gave up
basketball to pursue a short-lived pro baseball career, and

(www.yankton.net) said he hopes to learn from him.
but more than that, support.” our athletes and us as coaches
OEL That support came in the form  something to shooting for in this
of fully-funding the program — 63 transition,” Gottsleben said. “Joel
scholarships — at the early stages  understood how important it was
From Page 7A of the D-I transition. USD was 6-5in  for our teams to have a league. It

ic department on a higher rung on
the DI ladder.

2008, the first outside Division I,
and 5-5 last season.

“I'm very proud of what we
accomplished here,” Meierkort

one.”

made things a lot easier for every-

Another one of the 11 different
head coaches hired in Nielsen’s

Ohio State (29-7) vs. Tennessee
(27-8), 6:07 p.m.
Northern lowa (30-4) vs. Michigan
State (26-8), 30 minutes following
WEST REGIONAL
Thursday, March 25
At Energy Solution Arena, Salt
Lake City
Butler 63, Syracuse 59
Kansas State 101, Xavier 96, 20T
Regional Championship
EAST REGIONAL
Saturday, March 27
At The Carrier Dome, Syracuse,
N.Y.
West Virginia (30-6) vs. Kentucky
(35-2), 6 p.m.
SOUTH REGIONAL
Sunday, March 28
At Reliant Stadium, Houston
Semifinal winners
MIDWEST REGIONAL
Sunday, March 28
At Edward Jones Dome, St.
Louis
Semifinal winners
WEST REGIONAL
Saturday, March 27
At Energy Solution Arena, Salt
Lake City
Butler (31-4) vs. Kansas State
(29-7), 3:30 p.m.
NATIONAL INVITATIONAL TOURN.
Quarterfinals
Tuesday, March 23
Mississippi 90, Texas Tech 87,
20T
North Carolina 60, UAB 55
Wednesday, March 24
Rhode Island 79, Virginia Tech 72
Dayton 77, lllinois 71
At Madison Square Garden,
New York
Semifinals
Tuesday, March 30
Mississippi (24-10) vs. Dayton
(23-12), 6 p.m.
North Carolina (19-16) vs. Rhode
Island (26-9), 8:30 p.m.
COLLEGEINSIDER.COM TOURN.
Semifinals
Wednesday, March 24
Missouri State 67, Creighton 61
Thursday, March 25
Pacific 64, Appalachian State 56
Championship
Tuesday, March 30
Pacific (23-11) at Missouri State
(23-12), TBA

Women’s Hoops

NCAA TOURN.
Regional Semifinals
DAYTON REGIONAL
Sunday, March 28
At University of Dayton Arena,
Dayton, Ohio
Connecticut (35-0) vs. lowa State
(25-7), 11 am.

Gonzaga (29-4) vs. Xavier (29-3),
10:30 p.m.

KANSAS CITY REGIONAL
Sunday, March 28

At Sprint Center, Kansas City,
Mo.

Oklahoma (25-10) vs. Notre Dame
(29-5), 6:30 p.m.

Nebraska (32-1) vs. Kentucky (27-
7),9 p.m.

The NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

GP W L OTPis GF GA
New Jersey 73 43 25 5 91 198 176
Pittsburgh 74 42 25 7 91 228 212
Philadelphia 74 37 31 6 80 215 205
N.Y. Rangers 74 33 32 9 75195 200
N.Y. Islanders74 30 34 10 70 192 229

Northeast Division

GP W L OTPls GF GA

Buffalo 72 40 22 10 90 203 182
Ottawa 74 39 30 5 83198 212
Montreal 75 37 30 8 82 202 204
Boston 73 33 28 12 78 183 186
Toronto 74 27 35 12 66 195 243

Southeast Division

GP W L OTPis GF GA
y-Washington74 49 14 11109 289 209
Atlanta 74 32 30 12 76 219 236
Tampa Bay 74 30 32 12 72 196 230
Florida 73 30 32 11 71 191 214
Carolina 74 31 34 9 71206 231

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GP W L OTPls GF GA

x-Chicago 73 46 20 7 99 239 187
Nashville 75 43 27 5 91 211 209
Detroit 73 37 23 13 87 200 195
St.Louis 73 34 30 9 77 198 203
Columbus 74 30 32 12 72 198 238

Northwest Division

GP OT Pts GF GA
Vancouver 74 45 25 4 94 242 191
Colorado 73 41 25 7 89 220 197
Calgary 74 37 28 9 83189 185
Minnesota 74 36 32 6 78 203 218
Edmonton 73 24 42 7 55187 250

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPis GF GA
SanJose 73 44 19 10 98 236 193
Phoenix 75 46 23 6 98 204 185

Los Angeles 72 42 24 6 90 214 192
Dallas 73 32 27 14 78 211 231
Anaheim 73 34 31 8 76205 224
NOTE: Two points for a win, one
point for overtime loss. y-clinched divi-
sion
Wednesday’s Games
Washington 4, Pittsburgh 3, SO
Buffalo 3, Montreal 2, SO
Colorado 4, Los Angeles 3, SO
N.Y. Rangers 5, N.Y. Islanders 0
Detroit 4, St. Louis 2
Vancouver 4, Anaheim 1
Thursday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 4, New Jersey 3, SO
Carolina 3, Washington 2, SO
Nashville 4, Phoenix 3, SO
Tampa Bay 5, Boston 3

New Jersey at Montreal, 6 p.m.

Florida at Ottawa, 6 p.m.

Atlanta at Carolina, 6 p.m.

N.Y. Islanders at Columbus, 6
p.m.

Detroit at Nashville, 7 p.m.

Colorado at Phoenix, 8 p.m.

Vancouver at San Jose, 9 p.m.

Dallas at Los Angeles, 9:30 p.m.

The NBA
EASTERN CONFERENGE
Atlantic Division
W L GB
x-Boston 46 256 648 —
Toronto 35 35 .500101/2
New York 26 45 366 20
Philadelphia 25 47 34721172
New Jersey 8§ 63 113 38
Southeast Division
Pct GB
x-Orlando 50 22 694 —
x-Atlanta 46 25 648 312
Miami 38 34 528 12
Charlotte 37 34 52112172
Washington 21 49 300 28
Central Division
Pct GB
y-Cleveland 57 15 792 —
Milwaukee 39 31 857 17
Chicago 33 38 4652312
Indiana 26 46 361 31
Detroit 23 48 3243312
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
W L GB
Dallas 47 24 662 —
San Antonio 42 28 600 412
Memphis 38 34 528 912
Houston 3% 35 507 11
New Orleans 34 39 466 14
Northwest Division
W L GB
Denver 47 25 653 —
Utah 47 25 653 —
Oklahoma City 43 27 614 3
Portland 42 29 592 412
Minnesota 14 58 194 33
Pacific Division
W L GB
x-L.A. Lakers 53 18 746 —
Phoenix 45 26 634 8
L.A. Clippers 27 45 37526172
Sacramento 24 48 3332912

Golden State 20 51 282 33
x-clinched playoff spot; y-clinched
division
Wednesday’s Games
Atlanta 86, Orlando 84
Boston 113, Denver 99
Charlotte 108, Minnesota 95
Indiana 99, Washington 82
Utah 113, Toronto 87
New Jersey 93, Sacramento 79
Philadelphia 101, Milwaukee 86
Cleveland 105, New Orleans 92
Oklahoma City 122, Houston 104
L.A. Lakers 92, San Antonio 83
Golden State 128, Memphis 110
Thursday’s Games
Miami 103, Chicago 74

Saturday’s Games
Utah at Washington, 6 p.m.
New Jersey at Chicago, 7 p.m.
Portland at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Houston, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at Golden State, 9:30 p.m.

ML Soccer

Thursday’s Game
Seattle FC 2, Philadelphia 0
Friday’s Games
Colorado at Chivas USA, 9:30
p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Toronto FC at Columbus, 3 p.m.
Houston at FC Dallas, 3 p.m.
Chicago at New York, 6 p.m.
D.C. United at Kansas City, 7:30
p.m.
Real Salt Lake at San Jose, 8 p.m.
New England at Los Angeles, 10

p.m.
Thursday, April 1
Real Salt Lake at Houston, 8 p.m.
Chivas USA at Los Angeles, 10

p.m.
Saturday, April 3

Chicago at Colorado, 3 p.m.

New England at D.C. United, 6:30
p.m.

New York at Seattle FC, 10:30
p.m.

Transactions

BASEBALL
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES—
Assigned RHP Jake Arrieta to their
minor league camp.

NEW  YORK  YANKEES—
Released RHP Chad Gaudin.

SEATTLE MARINERS—Optioned
1B Mike Carp to Tacoma (PCL).

National League

ATLANTA BRAVES—Assigned
RHP Todd Redmond outright to
Gwinnett (IL).

MILWAUKEE BREWERS—
Returned LHP Chris Capuano to their
minor league camp. Released LHP
Scott Schoeneweis. Placed 3B Mat
Gamel and RHP David Riske on the
15-day DL. Purchased the contract of
OF Jim Edmonds from Nashville
(PCL).

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER—

Released G Mustafa Shakur.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS—Signed
LB Derrick Johnson and OL lkechuku
Ndukwe.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS—Re-
signed DE Chris Wilson.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS—Announced

a multi-year affiliation agreement with

Florida State (28-5) vs. Mississippi
State (21-12), 1:30 p.m.
MEMPHIS REGIONAL
Saturday, March 27

At FedExForum, Memphis,
Tenn.
Tennessee (32-2) vs. Baylor (25
9), 11 a.m. Friday’s Games

San Diego State (23-10) vs. Duke
(29-5), 1:30 p.m.

SACRAMENTO REGIONAL
Saturday, March 27

At ARCO Arena, Sacramento,
Calif.

Georgia (25-8) vs. Stanford (33
1), 8 p.m.

N.Y. Islanders 3, Calgary 2
Minnesota 4, Philadelphia 3, OT
Toronto 2, Atlanta 1, OT
Columbus 8, Chicago 3
Montreal 4, Florida 1

St. Louis 3, Los Angeles 1
Dallas at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

Ottawa at Buffalo, 6:30 p.m.

Minnesota at Detroit, 6:30 p.m.

Anaheim at Edmonton, 8 p.m. p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Calgary at Boston, noon

Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, noon

Tampa Bay at Buffalo, 6 p.m. p.m.

N.Y. Rangers at Toronto, 6 p.m.

Friday’s Games

L.A. Clippers 99, Houston 93
Dallas at Portland, 10:30 p.m. son.

Washington at Charlotte, 6 p.m.
Utah at Indiana, 6 p.m.

Denver at Toronto, 6 p.m.
Atlanta at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.
Minnesota at Orlando, 6 p.m.
Sacramento at Boston,
L.A. Lakers at Oklahoma City, 7

Detroit at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Miami at Milwaukee, 7:30 p.m. SAN
Cleveland at San Antonio, 7:30

Syracuse (AHL) beginning next sea-

BOSTON BRUINS—Recalled F
Trent Whitfield from Providence (AHL).

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS—
Signed a one-year affiliation agree-
ment with Springfield (AHL).

MINNESOTA WILD—Recalled C
Cody Almond from Houston (AHL).

COLLEGE

FORDHAM—Named Tom Pecora
men’s basketball coach.
FRANCISCO—Fired
women’s basketball coach Tanya
Haave.

6:30 p.m.

New York at Phoenix, 9 p.m.

Saint Mary’s Finds Success After Losing Mills

MORAGA, Calif. (AP) — When
practice started back in October,
Saint Mary’s coach Randy Bennett
was still trying to figure out just
what kind of team he had.

The Gaels had lost perhaps
their most dynamic player ever in
Patty Mills to the NBA, one of their
most productive in Diamon
Simpson and four other seniors
from a team that fell just short of
making the NCAA tournament last
season.

Then Bennett watched how well
his team played in closed scrim-
mages against Washington and
Nevada and thought the Gaels
might take some people by sur-
prise after being picked fourth in
the West Coast Conference.

“But I still didn’t know,” Bennett
said. “Is Washington bad? That’s
kind of what I was thinking. Are
they down? [ wasn't sure.”

What Bennett was pretty certain
of by the time the season started
was that Omar Samhan would be a
dominant post presence, Mickey
McConnell would be one of the top
point guards in the conference, Ben
Allen would rebound from a disap-
pointing first season after transfer-
ring from Indiana and Matthew
Dellavedova would be an impact
freshman.

Those four have been the key to
success for the Gaels (28-5) this
season. Saint Mary’s has turned
what was expected to be a rebuild-
ing year into one of the best in the
school’s history as the Gaels have
advanced to the NCAA regional
semifinals against Baylor (27-7) on
Friday night in Houston.

And this has all come without
Mills, who raised Saint Mary’s pro-
file almost immediately after arriv-
ing from Australia in 2008, and
Simpson, who left the school as the
career leader in rebounds and
blocked shots.

“It is weird,” Allen said. “We still
have guys here who care so much
about the team and are so
unselfish. That’s what makes us a
great team. Not that those other
guys were selfish, but our chem-
istry is better [ think.”

A team having better success

after losing its best player is not
unprecedented. Virginia, for exam-
ple, made the Final Four in 1984,
the year after Ralph Sampson left
for the NBA. In football, Tennessee
won the national championship the
year after losing Peyton Manning to
the NFL.

The departure of Mills turned
the team over to McConnell, who is
not as flashy as his predecessor at
point guard but is leading the
nation in 3-point shooting percent-
age at 51.7 percent and has more
than twice as many assists as
turnovers.

“He’s the key to our success,”
Samhan said. “I don’t think with
other point guards in the past we
could have been in the same posi-
tion we're in, even though we've
had some pretty good point guards
here in the past.”

Mills was probably the best,
averaging 18.4 points per game last
season and putting a bit of a spot-
light on a once overlooked pro-
gram.

While praising Mills’ impact,
Samhan said he thinks the team is
better this year because it doesn’t
revolve around one player. While
Samhan is the focal point this year,
he frequently points out that he
couldn’t be having the success he
has had without his teammates.

“Tjust felt like Patty had an agen-
da for himself,” Samhan said. “It
really helped me this year, seeing
some of the mistakes Patty made as
a teammate last year. I didn’t want
to do that. I'm not going to worry
about if there’s a scout here
tonight. I'm going to play the way it
takes for our team to win.

“If that scout leaves unsatisfied
and we won, I'm OK with it. I don’t
know if that was always guys’ agen-
das last year, not just Patty, Diamon
and those other guys too. I think
Patty helped us a lot as a program

obviously. He was a great player.
But he was definitely flawed. [ don’t
know if Patty stayed, if we’d be in
the Sweet 16.”

Bennett chuckled when asked if
losing Mills made his team better,
knowing how well the Gaels played
before Mills broke his hand last
season.

He praised Mills for putting the
program where it is today, saying
he was one of the big reasons the
Gaels went from a 17-win team the
year before he arrived to an NCAA
tournament the following year and
a 28-win team last year that likely
would have made it to the tourna-
ment had Mills not broken his hand
at Gonzaga.

“Because of Pat’s departure
some other guys have had the
opportunity to step up and they
have,” Bennett said. “That’s the
best way I could explain it. But I'm
not crazy. If we had a pro here with
us, I think we'd figure it out.”

The bigger change this season
is that the Gaels almost always
have five highly skilled offensive
players on the court at the same
time. The four starters who sur-
round Samhan have all made at
least 40 3-pointers this season, with
each of them hitting 38 percent
from long range.

With two point guards on the
floor who can also shoot in
McConnell and Dellavedova, an
outstanding passing and shooting
big man in Allen, and a 3-point
threat in small forward Clint
Steindl, the Gaels are a difficult
team to defend.

“If you double-team Omar, he’s
such a good passer that he’s going
to kick it out to all our shooters,”
McConnell said. “If you play him
one-on-one, he’s so big and skilled
inside, he’ll score whenever he
wants. It’s a tough decision.”
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And though other sports at
KSU have seen consistent success,
perhaps the one without any sig-
nificant winning tradition is foot-
ball. Kent State has posted just
two winning records since 1987,
also the last time the Golden
Flashes won at least seven games
in a season.

It will be a similar undertaking
to the one Nielsen encountered at
USD. Upon taking the reigns in
Vermillion in November 2003,
Nielsen jumped head-first into the
search for a new football coach —
a search that ended 19 days later.

That first coach hired by
Nielsen was Ed Meierkort, who
was tabbed to guide USD’s football
program — that had one winning
season in the seven years prior to
2004. Over the next six seasons,
the two men shared similar chal-
lenges, Meierkort said Thursday.

“We had to tackle an athletic
department and a football program
that was a bit defeated, but we
came out of the gates blazing,” said
Meierkort, who has posted a 44-23
record at USD. “Joel was strong
enough and savvy enough to give
everyone around here guidance,

said. “Joel gave the football pro-
gram the freedom to do what we
needed to do. He was always a
positive influence. His glass was
100 percent half-full.”

Dave Gottsleben, who has
spent 26 years as the head men’s
track and field coach, pointed to
Nielsen’s ability to guide USD
through the planning and imple-
mentation stages of the D-I move.
Then, according to Gottsleben, get-
ting the Coyotes into the Great
West Conference was a “great
move.”

“It’s obviously a great opportu-
nity for him professionally and for
his family,” Gottsleben said. “I've
checked out what Kent State is all
about, and it’s definitely a big
upgrade in responsibility.

“But I can tell you, from work-
ing with Joel and knowing him,
that he can handle that.”

Since becoming a D track and
field program, USD has won back-
to-back men’s and women’s Great
West indoor championships —
both held in the DakotaDome —
and finished second at the confer-
ence outdoor meet last spring.

“Having a conference has given

seven-year tenure is Matt Houk,
who leads the Coyote volleyball
program. Houk, who has guided
USD to a 36-21 record in two sea-
sons, said Nielsen’s trust in the
rookie coach played a big role in
the program’s success.

“On the personal side, I'm a lit-
tle saddened, because we had
such a great relationship,” Houk
said. “For me, as a first-time head
coach, Joel was such a delight to
work with. He gave me the free-
dom to use my vision to build a D-I
program.”

Now, all that’s left for USD is
continue its progression in the D-I
transition and continue toward
Summit League membership for all
sports expect football in the 2011-
12 year.

At Kent State, Nielsen will lead
an athletic department with an
annual budget of $18.5 million, 18
varsity sports with 450 student-
athletes and about 100 employees.

“I'm very happy for him and his
family; this is a great move for
them,” Meierkort said. “It’s a big-
ger operation, with more money,
more exposure, you name it. And if
anyone deserves it, it’s Joel.”
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21st Annual

Business Community
Prayer Breakfast

Tuesday, March 30, 7:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Roncalli Center Main Dining Room

SPEAKER:

Nate Franzen, Agriculture Business Division Manager
First Dakota National Bank

Special Musical Selection by Mount Marty College Music Department

Breakfast Buffet $6.60

SPONSORED BY:

Mount Marty College Business Program and Yankton Kiwanis

Please RSVP-605-668-1390

l_\‘\ﬂ MOUNT MARTY

COLLEGE

1105 W. 8th St.
Yankton, SD 57078




