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OUTDOORSUPDATE
OF THE OUTDOORS:

Preseason Turkey Scouting Worth It
OUTDOOR

REPORT
Intro To Archery

Class April 6
A one-night “Introduction to

Archery” class will be held at the
Easton Archery Center, Yankton, on
Tuesday, April 6.

This class is for anyone age 15
and up. A certified archery instructor
will provide a basic introduction to
archery.

There is a fee and all equipment
will be provided.

For more information, call the
Easton Archery Center at 605-260-
9279.

Funding Available
For Trails

PIERRE — South Dakota State
Parks and Recreation Director
Doug Hofer announced today that
applications are being accepted for
grants from the Recreational Trails
Program (RTP).

Trail projects sponsored by
municipalities, counties, state
parks, civic organizations and tribal
governments are eligible to receive
the grant money.

“Recreation trails are key ele-
ments to healthy communities,”
Hofer said. “They provide safe corri-
dors where families can exercise
and recreate together and enjoy
some of our state’s many unique
natural resources.”

The Recreational Trails
Program provides up to 80 percent
reimbursement for approved trail
projects. Eligible projects include
constructing new public trails, reha-
bilitating existing public trails, devel-
oping trail-related facilities, and
educational programs that specifi-
cally address recreational trail
issues. The application deadline is
April 30.

RTP funds are federal dollars
that are apportioned to states by
Congress to fund public motorized
and non-motorized recreational trail
projects. Application packets are
available online at
www.sdgfp.info/Publications . For
more information contact Grants
Coordinator Randy Kittle at
605.773.5490 or by e-mail at
randy.kittle@state.sd.us .

Custer State Park To
Host National

Orienteering Meet
CUSTER STATE PARK — On

May 8 and 9, the inaugural Dakota
Rogaining Championships will be
held in Custer State Park.

A Rogaine is a long-distance,
cross-country navigation race for
teams traveling on foot by map and
compass.

The term “Rogaine” stands for
Rugged Outdoor Group Activity
Involving Navigation and
Endurance. The object is to score
points by finding orienteering flags
placed in the backcountry within a
specified time frame. The course
itself is not revealed until shortly
before the race starts.

The event, sanctioned by the
United States Orienteering
Federation, is open to the public
and a great way to introduce people
to orienteering. Activities include a
four-hour short course for beginners
and juniors, a 12-in-24 hour inter-
mediate race, and the 24-hour
championship.

Teams consist of two to five
members, and USOF rules of com-
petition will apply. Teams are divid-
ed into categories of men, women,
and mixed. In each category there
are divisions by age – junior, open,
veteran, and super veteran.

The 2010 Rogaine event follows
last year’s successful Primal Quest
Badlands, and shows the continued
interest in outdoor recreation in
western South Dakota.

Custer State Park has been
chosen to host the inaugural event.

The event coincides with Game,
Fish and Parks’ Children in Nature
initiative aimed at getting children
outdoors.

Turkey Hunting
Seminar April 14 In

Lincoln, Neb.
LINCOLN, Neb. – A turkey hunt-

ing seminar is scheduled for April 14
at the Lincoln Izaak Walton League,
according to the Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission. The 6 p.m.
event is open to the first 100 regis-
trants.

Before the seminar, participants
may pattern their shotgun and tune
up their turkey calls from 4:30-6
p.m. They should bring their shot-
gun, at least five rounds of their
favorite turkey load and their
favorite turkey call.

Turkey hunting season begins
March 25 for archers and youth
archers.

To register, contact Heather
Weihe at heather.weihe@nebras-
ka.gov. 

BY GARY HOWEY
Hartington, Neb.

To be successful at turkey hunting
there are several to things that need to
come together.

The most important of these is know-
ing the area the birds are using.

In order to find out this information, it
will require preseason scouting as this
allows you to have a plan put together
ahead of time, so you’ll know the who,
what, when and where before opening
day. 

By doing your preseason scouting
you’ll be able to figure out the bird pat-
terns, where they’re roosting, where

they’re coming out of
the roost, their travel
routes to and from feed-
ing areas and how they
get back to their roost
just before dark.  

Don’t make the mis-
take that some spring
hunters do and use a
turkey call while doing
your scouting.

Once a bird hears the
hen call, he may come
running in and catch you
out in the open, which is

a good way to educate the bird.
When scouting, use a call that makes

the Tom gobble, but not come your direc-
tion.

You’ll want to use a call that will cause
the bird to shock gobble as these loud
calls startle or shock the bird causing it
to gobble.

Good shock calls can be a predator,
owl or crow call as these are sounds that
the birds have heard before that won’t
make them come running in your direc-
tion.

These calls can be used during presea-
son scouting and during the regular sea-
son.

Locating the tree the birds are using as
a roost will be a big help, giving you a
place to start on opening morning.

Roost trees are generally some of the
tallest trees in the woods.  Look for trees
with an accumulation of droppings and
feathers under them, which is a pretty
good indicator that the birds have used
the trees as a roost.

If there are fresh droppings, those that
are soft and damp it’s more than likely an
active roost that has seen recent use.  

Year in and year out unless harassed
or forced out of the area, turkeys will
roost in approximately the same location.

As you work your way through the
woods, you’ll want to be on the lookout
for fresh droppings or areas where the
birds have been scratching or dusting
themselves.

Scratching areas are those where the
leaves have been scratched away so the
birds can get at the seeds and insects.

These areas will also help you to iden-
tify the direction the birds are moving, as
the leaves removed from the ground will
be piled up in the opposite direction the
birds are moving.

Like any other type of hunting, your
location is very important as turkeys like
us are creatures of habit and once you fig-
ure out their routine, you’re well on your
way to becoming a successful turkey
hunter.

Unless disturbed, turkey will travel
using about the same routes, traveling
and feeding in the same general direction
each day.

Now that you’ve scouted the area and

have an idea as to where they’re roosting
and feeding, you should be able to figure
out where their travel routes are and to
set for the birds.

By setting up near their roost you
should be able to catch them as they fly
down or return to the roost as well as set-
ting up along their travel route, as
chances are that sometime during the
day, the birds will make their way through
the area.

Lets look at several set ups that will
work for calling turkeys early as well as
later in the day.

Roost Tree Set Up
Once you’ve located the roost, go back

to the area just before dark, using your
binoculars, glass the area and look for
activity.  

Just prior to dark, make a call or two
with an owl or crow call and then wait for
a response. If there are Toms in the area,
they’ll shock gobble back at these calls.

To get set up in near a roost tree,
you’ll want to make sure that you’re in
the area well before sunrise, and get set
up about 100 yards from where the birds
are roosting.

If the birds haven’t been spooked or
hunted hard, using decoys near a roost
tree is a good option.

Turkeys have tremendous vision as
well as hearing and a decoy that’s set off
to the side will draw the birds attention
away from the hunter, giving you the
opportunity to move if needed to take the
shot.

Generally I’ll use 2 decoys, one a Jake
(a young tom) and the other a receptive
hen in the ready position, crouched low to

the ground.
The Tom will usually head straight for

the Jake, hoping to frighten it off or intimi-
date it and if that doesn’t work, he’ll do
his best to kick the feathers out of the
younger bird.

Since I’m right handed and it’s easier
for me to shoot off to my left, I place my
decoys out in front of me on my left side
about 25 yards as this is the range where
my shotgun pattern is deadly.

Once set up, I’ll get the bird’s attention
by making a soft yelp, like a hen that’s just
waking up and as the sun starts to rise, I’ll
get a little more vocal, trying to get the
Tom to look in the direction of my decoys.

Once I’ve got his attention, I’ll do a fly
down cackle, the sound the hen makes as
she’s leaving the tree.

This is usually all it takes to get the
birds to start pitching out of the trees.

Hopefully one of the Toms will come
out, flying right down to the decoys. When
this happens, all you need to do is to get
him to strut on in and then give him a
warning putt so he’ll stick his head out
which gives you a good shot at his noggin
and his neck.

Unfortunately, this isn’t the way it
always happens!  If the hens all come out
at the same time as the Tom, you’ve got
your work cut out for you, as the Tom will
hang up.

This means he’ll do his strutting
around all of his lady friends and not
come your way as no Tom in his right
mind is going to leave a bunch of hens to
go to a single bird.

If this happens, there’s only one thing
you can do and that’s to try and call the
boss hen to you.

The boss hen is the loudest one of the
bunch and the bird that talks back to you
as you call.

What’s she’s trying to do is to keep the
Tom with her and to let that loud mouth
hen off in the distance know if she does-
n’t cool it, she’s going to come over and
kick some tail.

As you call, she’ll get louder, so keep
calling louder and unless the Tom takes
them a way from you, she’ll come over to
show you whose boss.

As she heads towards you, the rest of
the flock will follow, including the Tom,
giving you the opportunity to fill your tag.

This set up works well when hunting
at first light as the birds leave the roost
and evening hunting when the birds are
returning to the roost.

Travel Route Set Up
This is a set up where you get in

between the roost tree and the birds feed-
ing area.

You don’t need to be in their direct
route as you should be able to call the
birds off a few yards or so in either direc-
tion.

On this set up, you may not need a
decoy as the birds are feeding in your
direction, what you will need is to be fully
camouflaged and hunkered down next to
a tree or concealed in a blind.

When setting out in the open, whether
it is against a tree or a bush, you’re going
to have to be patient and sit still.

There’s no need to get too carried
away with the calling, as you know the
birds are on their way.

A low contented cluck or purr will do
the trick. All you need to do is to get a
few of the birds to meander your way,
which should bring the majority of them
within gun or bow range.

As I mentioned before, don ‘t shoot at
the Tom when his head is tucked in and
he’s strutting as there’s less of the vital
area, his head and neck showing in the
strut, so hold your shot until his head is
stretched out.

This too is another set up that works
as the birds are going out to feed early in
the day as well as later in the day as they
are making they way back into their roost-
ing area.

The only other method that I use in
the spring to call turkeys is a late season
tactic called “the run and gun.”

The run and gun method is one where
I work the ridge tops, calling from time to
time, hoping to get a response.

Once I get a response, I glass the area
the gobble came from and once I locate
the bird, I try to get out in front of the
bird and call him in.

If he has a harem of hens with him and
won’t leave them, once again, I’ll go to
work on the boss hen and see if I can’t get
her to bring the birds my way.

Spring turkey hunting is a great sport;
where you need to be concealed well, sit
still and have a lot of patience as very sel-
dom does anything happen too quickly
during the spring turkey season.

When it does happen, you’ll find that
all of your pre-season scouting and the
time you put in the woods were well
worth your effort.

Gary Howey, Hartington, Neb., is a for-
mer hunting and fishing guide whose award
winning Outdoorsmen Adventures television
series can be seen on Saturday at 6:30 am
and Sunday at 7:00 am on KTTM/KTTW-TV
(Fox) Sioux Falls/Huron, SD For more infor-
mation on the outdoors check out www.out-
doorsmenadvenutres.com.

Gary
Howey

T R O P H Y  S P O T L I G H T

PHOTO: GARY HOWEY
Outdoorsmen Adventures cameraman Kyle Nickolite of Yankton, is pictured with
the Tom turkey he bagged last spring while filming a segment of Outdoorsmen
Adventures. 

TOP LEFT: Chris Fitch caught this 14-pound, 9-
ounce Northern Pike on March 15.

BOTTOM LEFT: Corey Floyd caught this 26-inch
Saugeye on March 6.

TOP: Mike Kruse caught this 8-pound, 5-ounce
walleye on Feb. 20.

BY RAY SASSER
(c) 2010, The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS — Under the leadership
of Dale Rollins, the Rolling Plains
Quail Research Ranch in Fisher
County is a leader in cutting-edge
research on issues related to a
declining quail population.

Fisher County historically has
had one of the most consistent West
Texas quail populations, though it's
certainly not immune to declines.
The RPQRR birds were down from
2008 by 72 percent according to
September 2009 roadside counts, or
by 50 percent according to
November 2009 helicopter counts.

Research is largely underwritten
by Park Cities Quail. Here are some
research insights provided by
Rollins:

Nesting cover is not a weakness
at RPQRR. Success from simulated
nests have averaged above 70 per-
cent for the last two summers.
Actual nesting success of radio-
marked hens has been 67 percent,
proving dummy nests to be good
predictors.

RPQRR has completed 40 fires
over the last year, some conducted
in every month, to seek a more
quail-friendly approach to cactus
management. Researchers stumbled
upon a promising interaction of sum-
mer fire and a pretreatment of
Roundup. August fires helped pro-
duce filaree (a desirable winter forb)
in impressive numbers.

Patch-burn grazing is being stud-
ied as a means of increasing quail
habitability and reducing cactus.
The ranch uses GPS-collared cows to
document their use of the land-
scape. Patch burning effectively tar-
gets grazing as desired.

RPQRR found what Rollins terms
as intriguing though inconclusive
results of disease surveillance when
it detected avian influenza in five
juvenile birds sampled from mid-
October through mid-November.

Researchers are also sampling
quail to determine the incidence of
eye worms and their health signifi-
cance. One hen was found to have
40 such worms in her eyes. Eye
worms are not thought to be signifi-
cantly pathogenic to bobwhites, but
no other studies have identified
such high numbers.

Researchers have initiated a
feeding trial to determine if supple-
mental feed can overcome the debili-
tating effects of a dry fall-winter sea-
son. Results have not been analyzed.

By using a trained hawk,
researchers hope to test whether
radio-equipped birds are handi-
capped and easier for predators to
catch. Results to date (35 attempts)
suggest an overall low capture rate.

Five roadrunners have been
radio-marked and will be followed
during the quail nesting season.
Cameras on roadrunner nests will
monitor the prey species that adults
bring to their chicks.

RPQRR has radio-marked four
coyotes and four raccoons with GPS
collars that record a waypoint every
five minutes from dusk until dawn to
monitor nest predator search pat-
terns.

The longest distance moved by
RPQRR quail was six miles for one
radio-marked bird and two leg-band-
ed birds, all from the same covey.

Quail enthusiasts can subscribe
to a free "e-Quail" newsletter and fol-
low the RPQRR on Facebook. For
information, go to www.quail
research.org.

West Texas Ranch Seeks Clues
To Help Reverse Bird Decline
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