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Parkston Coach Van Laecken One Step From Elusive State Title

It was the second such tight win in two days for Parkston, which upset defending state champion Sisseton by
one point in Thursday’s first round matchup.

So far, so good for Van Laecken in his quest for that elusive state title.

Since coming to Parkston in 1976, Van Laecken’s Parkston teams have won nearly 600 games, have won
24 district tournaments and have now made 10 trips to the state tournament.

Ho1wever, among those numerous state tournament appearances, the best his teams have finished was third
—in 1989.

Though he has put together a Hall of Fame-worth career, Van Laecken has always been faced with the
‘Yeah, but no championship” knock. He'll never admit to buying into that mindset, but you've got to think it's per-
sonally satisfying that his team is one step away.

BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

If you're a fan of so-called “storybook endings,” you're undoubtedly a Rob Van Laecken fan these days.

It's certainly been a memorable season for the Parkston head girls’ basketball coach.

Starting with an impending record for most wins in state history, then on to that record, then to an “under-
the-radar” middle of the season, then it was a dramatic win in the district finals, and now, the Lady Trojans are
a win away from Van Laecken’s first state championship.

The latest step was a 72-71 nail-biting victory over Miller in Friday night's Class A semifinals out in Spearfish.

her basketball and softball awards.

MMC Women Sign 0’Gorman Star

Molly Buche, a senior midfielder at Sioux Falls O’Gorman, signed to
play women’s soccer at Mount Marty College, the
school announced Friday.

Buche was an integral part of O’'Gorman’s
state championships her freshman year. She let-

tential. | see him greatly improving the speed on
our team and he’s the type of student-athlete that
will help our program to move forward.”

Heinrich has received many awards for his
playing ability, including Junior MVP his freshman
year, All-State nomination the past three years,
and First Team All-State his senior year. He also
played in the championship round in the state soc-

Mount Marty Signs Two-Sport
Athlete From lowa

Brittni Bormann, a senior at Woodbury Central High School in Moville,
lowa, has signed to play women'’s basketball and softball at Mount Marty
College, the institution announced Friday.

Bormann, a 5-foot-9 guard, has scored over
900 career points. She was named both Lewis and

Manning Meets With Broncos Brass

DENVER (AP) — The first stop on the Peyton
Manning tour of NFL suitors is the Denver Broncos.

The team says the four-time MVP is at the Bron-
cos headquarters Friday afternoon,
meeting with club officials.

Clark All-Conference and Nebraska Honorable | « tered all four years during her career and was a cer tournament his junior and senior years and has The Denver Post reported earlier
Mention All-State in 2010 and 2011. She averaged member of the Dakota Aliance Soccer Club. g’r?dgfhdet;"(}ﬁnpgg’r']ﬁ‘glgg{?g;gg?“ Boys Team) that the Broncos sent a plane to
10 points, 2.1 rebounds, 2.5 assists and 3 steals “We are fortunate to have Molly as a member ° 8 ” , Heinrich Miami to pick up Manning at his home
per game. & @ | ofoursoccerteam,” MMC women's coach Nathan Heinrich, the son of Crystal Pelfier and Kevin while Johg ElwaI;/ the vicge president == |
“We are excited about Brittni joining our pro- | ) Epp said. “She’s a very skiled and intelligent Heinrich, plans to major in history education at o f football . h John F (7
gram,” MMC women's basketball coach Tom ¢ | player, definitely the type of player that makes Mount Marty College and will be receiving the Academic Achievement  Of football operations, coach John Fox |1~ 47
Schlimgen said. *Her shooting and alkaround ath- | & everyone around her beter. In addition to her soc- Scholarship in addition to his soccer award. and general manager Brlz}n Xanders '. >
letic ability should translate well to the college | cer abilities, Molly has great character.” . . watched Oklahoma State’s pro day. .
game.” o Buche, the daughter of Kathy Oberbroeking ~ Buche Coyotes Begins Spring Season March 24 The plane then stopped to pick up L —
As a softball player, Bormann will join the  Bormann and R.F. Buche of Sioux Falls, plans to major in VERMILLION — University of South Dakota head football coach Joe  the Broncos’ contingent and flew Manning

Lancers as a pitcher and first base player. Last
season, she posted a 12-4 record and a 1.36
earned run average. She struck out 120 batters and walked 42 in 112 in-

nursing at Mount Marty College. She is the recipient of a Benedictine
Scholarship in addition to her soccer award.

Glenn announced Friday the 2012 spring football schedule beginning
Saturday, March 24 in Sioux City, lowa, at Morningside College’s Elwood
Olsen Stadium and the time hasn't been set yet.

back to Denver.
A four-time MVP, Manning was released by the In-

nings of work.

“We are excited to have Brittni join our softball program next fall,”
MMC softball coach Albert Fernandez said. “She is a good athlete and
has a great work ethic. | really see her fitting well with the MMC commu-

nity and look forward to having her in our program.”

Bormann, daughter of Dan and Lynne Bormann, is undecided in her
major but will receive an Academic Incentive scholarship in addition to

soccer next fall.

MMC Soccer Inks Groton Standout

Mount Marty College men’s soccer coach Nathan Epp announced
Friday that Groton standout Douglas Heinrich will attend MMC and play

“We are thrilled to have Doug join the MMC soccer team,” Epp said.
“He is a very skilled and aggressive forward and has tremendous po-

The Coyotes will have 14 practices leading up to the annual red/white
exhibition spring game set for April 21 at 1 p.m. in the DakotaDome. The
annual red/white spring game is free and open to the public.

Following the practice on March 24, the Coyotes return to Vermillion
and will practice on the fields east of the DakotaDome (weather-permit-
ting) beginning March 26 from 3:30-5:30 p.m. USD also will hold a prac-

tice in Sioux Falls on April 14 as the time has not yet been determined.

SCOREBOARD AREA CALENDAR ]

dianapolis Colts on Wednesday, who balked at pay-
ing a $28 million bonus on the quarterback after a
series of neck injuries.

Perhaps a half-dozen or more teams are seriously
interested in signing Manning.
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Diggers def. Drotzman Construction 3-0
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STANDINGS: Westy's Electric 9-2,

Elkton-Lake Benton 60, Clark-Willow
Lake 40

Miller 57, Vermillion 50

Parkston 61, Sisseton 60

Beatrice, 10 a.m., Lincoln Northeast
Class C1
Semifinals, March 9

Howells or Loomis, 2 p.m., KVTK-AM)
BASKETBALL, GIRLS' S.D. State Class AA Tourn. at
Brookings; S.D. State Class A Tourn. at Spearfish (Vermillion

Montreat, DH, 1 p.m.)
SOFTBALL, WOMEN'S Tucson Inv. (MMC vs. Park, 6
p.m.; MMC vs. Missouri Valley, 8 p.m.)
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Brandon Valley 51, Rapid City
Stevens 36
Second Round, March 9

Aberdeen Central 47, Rapid City Cen-
tral 34

Sioux Falls O'Gorman 37, Rapid City
Stevens 29

Mitchell 62, Sioux Falls Roosevelt 48

Sioux Falls Washington 61, Brandon
Valley 50
ChamEionshli%Rounq, March 10

SEVENTH: Rapid City Central vs.
Rapid City Stevens, noon

FIFTH: Aberdeen Central vs. Sioux
Falls O'Gorman, 1:45 p.m.

THIRD: Sioux Falls Roosevelt vs.
Brandon Valley, 6 p.m.

CHAMPIONSHIP: Mitchell vs. Sioux
Falls Washington, 8 p.m.

9
Omaha South 63, Papillion LaVista 51
Omaha Central 67, Lincoln North Star
47
Saturday, March 10
CHAMPIONSHIP: Omaha South vs.
Omaha Central, 6:30 p.m.
THIRD: Papillion LaVista vs. Lincoln
North Star, noon, at Lincoln East
Class B
First Round, March 8
At Devane&
South Sioux City 57, Crete 42
Omaha Gross Catholic 53, Gering 42
At Pershin
Beatrice 54, Lincoln Pius X 47
Scottsbluff 62, Aurora 59
Semifinals, March 9

At Devaney
South Sioux City 71, Omaha Gross

Second Round, March 9
Northwestern 80, Jamestown 58

Indiana Wesleyan 67, Friends 38

Eastern Oregon 70, Concordia (Mich.)
63,0T

College of the Ozarks 64, Hastings 52

Briar Cliff 67, Davenport 65

Mount Mercy 79, Morningside 72

Concordia (Neb.) 69, Cardinal Stritch
48

Grand View vs. Corban, 8:45 p.m.
Quarterfinals, March 10

Northwestern vs. Indiana Wesleyan, 1
p.m.
Eastern Oregon vs. College of the
Ozarks, 3 p.m.

Briar Cliff vs. Mount Mercy, 6 p.m.

Concordia vs. Grand View-Corban
winner, 8 p.m.

Central Region, at Wayne, Neb.
First Round, March 9

Fort Lewis 69, Mary 58

Metro State 58, Minn. Duluth 47

Wayne State 78, Minnesota State
Mankato 74

Augustana 82, Colorado State-Pueblo

Second Round, March 10
Fort Lewis vs. Metro State, 6 p.m.
Wayne State vs. Augustana, 7 p.m.
Regional Finals, March 12
Semifinal winners, 8 p.m.

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOC.
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
W L

Pct GB

Orlando 99, Chicago 94

Phoenix 96, Dallas 94
Friday’s Games

ew Jersey 83, Charlotte 74

Philadelphia 104, Utah 91

Boston 104, Portland 86

Detroit 86, Atlanta 85

Cleveland 96, Oklahoma City 90

L.A. Lakers 105, Minnesota 102

Milwaukee 119, New York 114

L.A. Clippers at San Antonio, 8:30
p.m.
New Orleans at Denver, 9 p.m.
Dallas at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Portland at Washington, 6 p.m.

Toronto at Detroit, 6:30 p.m.

Indiana at Miami, 6:30 p.m.

Utah at Chicago, 7 p.m.

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GPW L OTPts GF GA

St. Louis 68 43 18 7 93 177 133
Detroit 68 44 21 3 91 215 159
Nashville 67 39 21 7 85192 173
Chicago 69 37 25 7 81 207 203
Columbus 67 22 38 7 51 159 217
Northwest Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vancouver 68 42 18 8 92 214 168
Colorado 69 3530 4 74 180 185
Calgary 67 30 25 12 72 164 185
Minnesota ~ 68 29 29 10 68 147 189
Edmonton 67 26 35 6 58 178 203

Pacific Division

GPW L OTPts GF GA
Dallas 68 37 26 5 79 183 183
Phoenix 68 33 25 10 76 175 173

3-pointers. Pine Ridge made

with 17 points and nine re-

Summit outrebounded San-

State

From Page 8

St. Thomas More went 20-for-
24 from the line, while Elkton-
Lake Benton (21-4) shot just four
free throws and made all four.

Alexys Swedlund had 13
points for the Cavaliers.

Cassidy Gebhart scored 17
points and Rebecca Jurgens 11
for the Elks.

PINE RIDGE 61, CLARK-WIL-
LOW LAKE 52: SPEARFISH (AP)
— Anissa Martin had five 3-point-
ers and 21 points to lead Pine
Ridge to a 61-52 come-from-be-
hind win over Clark-Willow Lake
Friday in the consolation round
of the South Dakota girls Class A
basketball tournament.

Martin was 5-for-10 on 3-point
shots and 6-for-13 overall for the
Thorpes (18-6).

Both teams shot 19-for-49
from the field. The difference was

seven of 21 threes and Clark-Wil-
low Lake (19-5) hit just two of 10
attempts.

Brook Pond had 14 points and
Santana White Dress added 13
for Pine Ridge.

Chynna Stevens had 22 points
and 14 rebounds for the Cy-
clones. Mackenzie Huber
chipped in 12 points.

Class B

HANSON 65, PARKER 52:
HURON, S.D. (AP) — Ashley
Robinson had 30 points and nine
rebounds as Hanson defeated
Parker 65-52 Friday in the conso-
lation round of the South Dakota
girls Class B basketball tourna-
ment.

Robinson hit on 12 of 26 shots
from the field and was a perfect
6-for-6 from the free throw line.
She helped the Beaverettes (21-
4) to s 39-34 rebounding edge.

Cassidy Graham had 13 points
and seven boards.

Anna Leloux led Parker (16-9)

bounds. Micalanne Hanten added
12 points.
HANSON (21-4)

Doyle 0-2 0-0 0, Cheeseman 1-2 4-6 6, Marsh 0-1 0-0 0,
Graham 5-12 3-4 13, Wenande 2-3 0-1 5, Dey 4-6 0-2 9, Goer-
gen 0-0 2-2 2, Robinson 12-26 6-6 30. Totals: 24-52 15-22 65.

PARKER (16-9)

Hay 1-6 0-12, Olson 0-10-0 0, Hanten 4-12 2-2 12, Pesicka
2-72-4 6, Weeldreyer 1-2 1-1 3, Dysthe 3-6 1-2 7, Holzwarth 2-
71-25, Leloux 7-15 3-3 17. Totals: 20-56 10-15 52.
HANSON 17324265
PARKER 13 25 36 52

3-pointers: Hanson 2 (Wenande 1, Dey 1), Parker 2 (Hanten
2). Rebounds: Hanson 39 (Robinson 9), Parker 34 (Leloux 9).
Assists: Hanson 16 (Cheeseman 6), Parker 7 (Holzwarth 2,
Leloux 2). Total fouls: Hanson 16, Parker 20. Fouled out: Marsh,
Dysthe.

SUMMIT 48, SANBORN CEN.-
WOON. 32: HURON (AP) —
Logan O’Farrell and Presley O'’-
Farrell scored 15 points apiece to
lead Summit to a 48-32 win over
Sanborn Central-Woonsocket Fri-
day in the semifinals of the South
Dakota girls Class B basketball
tournament.

Logan O’Farrell was 6-for-13
from the field and made two 3-
pointers for the Eagles (23-2).
Presley O’Farrell made five of 10
shots from the field and five of
seven free throws. She also led
the team with six rebounds.

born Central-Woonsocket 35-17,
leading to an 11-0 advantage in
second-chance points.

Rachel Selland and Shelby Sel-
land paced Sanborn Central-
Woonsocket (22-3) with seven
points each.

ESTELLINE 61, EDGEMONT
32: HURON (AP) — Estelline
outscored Edgemont 52-17 over
the last three quarters and
coasted to a 61-32 consolation
win over Edgemont Friday at the
South Dakota girls Class B bas-
ketball tournament.

Mikayla Saathoff had 16
points, six rebounds and eight
assists for the Lady Redmen (20-
4), who trailed 15-9 after the first
quarter. She was joined in double
figures by Erin Begalka with 13
points and Megan Taylor with 11.

Estelline was 16-for-26 from
the line, while Edgemont (18-6)
went (-for-3.

Lacy Stevens paced the
Moguls with 16 points and eight
steals.

Montreal at Vancouver, 90 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Boston at Pittsburgh, 11:30 a.m.

Toronto at Washington, 4 p.m.

Carolina at Florida, 4 p.m.

St. Louis at Columbus, 5 p.m.

Calgary at Minnesota, 5 p.m.

Philadelphia at New Jersey, 6 p.m.

N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers, 6 p.m.

Los Angeles at Chicago, 7 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

BASEBALL
Major League Baseball

MLB—Suspended  Toronto  LHP
Mitchell Taylor (Bluefield-Appalachian) and
free agent RHP Matthew Rusch 50 games
each for second violations for a drug of
abuse under the minor league drug pre-
vention and treatment program. American
League

BOSTON RED SOX—Agreed to
terms with RHP Michael Bowden, LHP
Drake Britton, RHP Chris Carpenter, LHP
Felix Doubront, RHP Mark Melancon, RHP
Clayton Mortensen, RHP Stolmy Pimentel,

American Association

GARY SOUTHSHORE RAILCATS—
Signed C Dan Pellegrino.

LAREDO LEMURS—Released RHP
Lee Henry and RHP Dustin Gober.

LINCOLN SALTDOGS—Signed INF
Leivi Ventura.

SIOUX FALLS PHEASANTS—Signed
RHP Mark A. Michael.

WICHITA WINGNUTS—Signed RHP
Anthony Ortega.

BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association

NBA—Suspended Orlando Magic's
Hedo Turkoglu one game without pay for
making contact with a game official.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS—Signed
F Bobby Simmons to a second 10-day
contract.

FOOTBALL

National Football League
ARIZONA CARDINALS—Made one-

year qualifying offers to RB LaRod
Stephens-Howling, CB Greg Toler, S
Rashad Johnson, QB Richard Bartel, RB
Alfonso Smith, DE Ronald Talley and LB
Brandon Williams. Re-signed CB A.J. Jef-

$2,500 for slew-footing Edmonton Oilers D
Jeff Petry in a game on Thursday.

ANAHEIM DUCKS—Recalled C Ryan
O'Marra from Syracuse (AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS—Recalled F
Joakim Andersson from Grand Rapids
(AHL).

MONTREAL CANADIENS—Recalled
F Louis Leblanc from Hamilton (AHL).

PHOENIX COYOTES—Recalled F
Marc-Antoine Pouliot from Portland (AHL).

SOCCER

Major League Soccer

D.C. UNITED—Announced Josh Wolff
will serve in the role of player/assistant
coach this season.

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION—
Signed MF Jeremiah White.

SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES—Signed
G Evan Newton and D Josh Suggs.

TORONTO FC—Terminated the con-
tract of D Geovanny Caicedo.

COLLEGE
ILLINOIS—Fired men’s basketball
coach Bruce Weber.
NEBRASKA—Fired men’s basketball
coach Doc Sadler.
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with a 22-15 advantage; Wieseler
raising his hands in the air to en-
courage the Blue Devil specta-
tors to make noise.

Only a few ticks into the third
quarter had expired when the
Hornets narrowed the margin 23-
21. An aggressive and rushed
Hornets’ offense was met with
Drew motioning from the sideline
to slow the pace down.

The Hornets listened.

With 1:49 to play in the third,
Jacob Findley makes the open
three point shot, giving the Hor-
nets the 29-28 lead.

“We got stuck in the third and
fourth quarter a little bit,”
Heimes said.

Shots went in the Hornets’

favor during the fourth quarter. A
Wynot three pointer from the top
of the key extended the lead to
nine.

“We got taken out of our game
a little bit tonight; being able to
respond and work together is al-
ways a challenge,” Heimes said.

Wieseler, not wanting to
throw in the towel just yet, drove
through the Hornet’s defense
with four minutes left to play;
missing the shot, Schmidt was
there to clean up the mess; score
37-30 in favor of the Hornets.

And that was as close as the
Blue Devils would get.

“The expectation of this
year’s team has been really high;
just getting to the championship
game is a relief. Now we just
have one more game. It will be a
lot of fun no matter who we
play,” Drew said.

“Last year was the best we've
ever finished here. We finished
fourth. So now we are gunning

for third,” Heimes said.

Wynot will now play in the
(Class D2 Consolation Champi-
onship today (Saturday) at Lin-
coln Northeast High School.
Game time is set for 2 p.m.

Giltner moves on to the Cham-
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pionship Game, where they will
have the shot to prove why
they’re the top seed. Champi-
onship action starts today (Sat-
urday) at 8:30 p.m. at the Bob
Devaney Sports Center.
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jan faithful got restless in the
stands, but remained positive
and cheerful.

The fourth quarter found Be-
ranek breathing fire. The senior
dribbled through the paint and
put in a tricky layup while being
fouled in the process. Beranek
made his free-throw, extending
the lead 52-39. When Beranek got
the ball in the following posses-
sion, he drove straight through
the paint and Trojan defense —
adding another two points.

As time ticked down, the size
of the lead continued to grow —

both teams chose to put in bench
players during the final two min-
utes.

The game was decided well
before the buzzer sounded.

“I'told our kids that [ was
proud of them. They have done
everything we have asked of
them. I told them that we have
got to reground and get ready for
tomorrow’s consolation champi-
onship,” Steffen said

Cedar Catholic will play today
(Saturday) for third place at Lin-
coln East at 10 a.m.

Ravenna now fights for the
(Class C2 Championship game
where they will battle Lutheran
High Northeast for the champi-
onship trophy. Game time is set
to begin today (Saturday) at 4:30
p.m. at the Bob Devaney Sports
Center.
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