
Mabee said he and Jim Frerk,
a physician assistant who spe-
cializes in orthopedics and also
serves on the SHC board, have
talked about creating a free clinic
for years.

However, the plans began to
solidify about two years ago
when Mabee and Frerk had
breakfast with Dr. Jeff Johnson, a
family practice physician who is
on the SHC board.

In time, the Rev. Dan Freng of
Yankton’s Emmanuel Church and
Terry Port, a retired associate
pastor of Yankton’s Calvary Bap-
tist Church, also became in-
volved in the discussions and
now serve as board members. 

The spouses of the five men
were also instrumental in bring-
ing the project together, they
said. 

“It was a nice, natural group
for us to start off with,” Mabee
said. “The 10 of us met for a
while and prayed about what
God wanted us to do.”

Marilyn Lofflin, a registered
nurse, is not a board member but
is very involved with SHC, too.
She will serve as the clinic opera-
tions team leader.

To get started, the group vis-
ited the faith-inspired Clinic with
a Heart in Lincoln, Neb. It is also
a free clinic that serves the unin-
sured and underinsured. 

Mabee said the organization
has been a mentor to SHC.

“They have been extremely
generous and gave us the wheel
and almost all the spokes we
needed to make this happen,” he
stated. “We shaped it for Yank-
ton, but we didn’t have to invent
everything.”

The SHC volunteers pointed
out that their organization is sep-
arate from the effort under way
to get a federally-qualified health
center in Yankton. However, they
said they were ecstatic when it
was announced such a facility
was being pursued.

“The federally-qualified health
clinic and our clinic will not be in
competition,” Lofflin said. “We
have a really good relationship

with the leadership of that
group, too. We see each other as
complementary. There will be
people who don’t qualify to go to
that clinic who will need our
clinic, and there will be people at
our clinic who qualify for more
extensive service that they can
get at that clinic. We see it as a
collaborative effort.”

Similarly, Port said SHC is
hoping to work with other
churches in the area to recruit
volunteers for the clinic.

“We talked (with other pas-
tors) about encouraging people
within their congregations to be
volunteers,” he said.

To begin with, a team of vol-
unteers from the Calvary and
Emmanuel congregations will be
present on clinic nights.

“They will do everything from
greeting patients at the door to
guiding them through the clinic
so they don’t get lost,” Lofflin
said. “They will help patients fill
out forms, provide hospitality,
pray with patients and bring
them to the pastors if there is an
obvious need for pastoral care.”

The group said it is also in the
process of sending out letters to
physicians, physician assistants,
nurse practitioners and others in
the medical field who may be in-

terested in helping. 
“Anyone who can practice

medicine is going to be invited to
participate,” Mabee said.

Depending on the response
from both medical and non-med-
ical volunteers, the hours and
services provided by the clinic
may be expanded in the future.

“I think it will be as big as we
can envision it to be,” Johnson
said. “There are pharmacists, di-

etitians, dentists, physical thera-
pists — all these aspects that,
down the line, could become a
part of this.”

For those wondering what it
means to be a Christ-centered
free medical clinic, Freng said it
is delivering the message of
Christianity with both the volun-
teers’ lips and lives. 

“Jesus came full of grace,
truth and love,” he stated. “Of-

tentimes, as Christians, both in-
side the walls of the church and
outside, we go to one of two ex-
tremes. Either we just share that
message of love with our lips but
don’t authenticate it with our
lives, or we’re very eager to help
and serve but don’t complement
that with the truth of who Jesus
is.

“When people come in, if
they’re not interested in hearing
that message, we’re going to
share that message with our
lives,” Freng continued. “We’re
going to love them, serve them
and let them know we care about
them because we love Jesus and
He has cared for us. We’re called
to share that love with other peo-
ple regardless of whether they
are interested in hearing it. We’re
just going to love the heck out of
them and be thankful for the op-
portunity to do that.”

Rather than hurting other
healthcare facilities in the area,
the SHC board believes it will
help them and hopes to develop
partnerships with those
organizations.

Johnson said Clinic with a
Heart in Lincoln claims to benefit
hospitals there by taking care of
health needs much more cheaply
than if uninsured or underin-

sured patients start using the
emergency room as a last-ditch
source of primary care.

No appointments will be ac-
cepted at SHC. Instead, patients
will be given a number when
they arrive and called into the
physicians’ offices in that order. 

“It isn’t going to be a case
where you can zip in and see a
provider and then zip out again,”
Lofflin said. “There is going to be
a process that has to be
followed.”

Prescriptions will be written,
but no medication will be avail-
able at the clinic.

The SHC board freely admits
that all the details of the opera-
tion are not worked out yet, but
its members feel they are ready
to get the effort off the ground
and serve the community.

“We want this to be some-
thing that honors Jesus and
blesses people,” Freng said.
“We’re not in this for some kind
of selfish gain. We’re not in this
to pad our resumes. We’re in this
to make Jesus look really good as
we share Him with our lips and
lives.”

For more information about
the clinic, email servant-
heartsclinic@gmail.com.

alum whls, tow pkg., remote start, CD/XM/Bose stereo, 
12,775 miles, silver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$49,970 $38,877
2p15 ‘11 Chevrolet 4x4 Tahoe LT, auto, air, cruise, tilt, 
p. doors-win-seat-sunroof, leather seats, video entertainment DVD system, 
alum whls, tow pkg., remote start, CD-XM-Bose stereo, 13,425 miles, 
dark bronze  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$49,970 $38,889
1p170 ‘11 GMC Terrain SLT, AWD, p. win-drs-seat, rear camera, 
Bluetooth, htd. leather, gray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$36,970 $27,985
1p168 ‘11 Hyundai Santa Fe GLS, 4wd, alum whls, p. win-drs, 
AM/FM CD, gray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27,995 $22,897
1p112 ‘11 Ford Edge SEL All Wheel Drive, p. win-drs-seat, CD, alum  
whls, teal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$34,995 $26,954
1p98a ‘10 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer, 4wd, p. win-drs-seat, 3rd seat, CD, 
htd. leather, alum whls, maroon/tan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,995 $25,464
1p82a ‘08 Hummer H3, 4wd, p. win-drs-seat, XM, OnStar, alum whls, 
silver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$26,950 $21,995
1p15a ‘08 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 4wd, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, 
keyless, rdf, CD, alum whls, silver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,995 $19,779
1p166a ‘07 GMC Acadia SLT, AWD, p. win-drs-seat, keyless, CD, DVD, 
Navigation, htd. leather, gray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$24,995 $19,987
2p10a ‘07 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer, 4x4, p. win-drs-seat, leather, CD, 
blue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,995 $11,875
0p107a ‘06 Jeep Commander 4wd, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, 
htd. leather, DVD, alum whls, red  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,995 $15,989
1p173b ‘05 Chevrolet Tahoe LT, 4wd, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, keyless
htd. leather, TV/DVD, quad buckets, tow pkg., white  . . . . . . . . . .$19,995 $16,979
1p57a ‘05 GMC Yukon Denali XL, AWD, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, CD, 
DVD, htd. leather, quad seats, black  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,995 $18,889

2p12 ‘11 Chevrolet 4x4 Suburban LT, auto, air, cruise, tilt, p. drs-win-seat-
sunroof, leather seats, video entertainment DVD system, alum whls, tow pkg., 
remote start, CD-XM-Bose stereo, 12,800 miles, dark brown  . . . . . .$50,870 $39,979
1p183 ‘11 Chevrolet Crew Cab Silverado 4x4 LT, air, p. win-drs, alum whls,
boxliner, chrome pkg, hitch, CD, silver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$38,885 $29,889
1p138 ‘11 Dodge Caravan Mainstreet, auto, air, cruise, stow & go, 
p. win-drs-seat-sliders, alum. whls, black  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$26,995 $21,989
1p140 ‘11 Dodge Caravan Mainstreet, auto, air, cruise, stow & 
go, p. win-drs-seat-sliders, alum. whls, white, 18,000 miles . . . . .$27,995 $22,887
1p106a ‘07 Chevrolet Silverado Ext. Cab, p. win-drs, 4wd, white, auto, 
air, cruise, hitch, keyless entry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18,950 $14,489
1p87a ‘07 GMC Sierra SLE, 4wd, p. win-drs, alum whls, white  . .$23,950 $19,985
1p139b ‘06 Chrysler Town & Country, p. win-drs-seat, keyless, fwd, 
black  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,995 $8,967
1p74a ‘06 Chrysler Town & Country Limited, p. win-drs-seat, keyless, 
fwd, htd. leather, DVD, navigation, blue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,995 $11,887
1p7b ‘05 Chevrolet Colorado LS, rwd, CD, alum whls, black  . . .$11,995 $8,977
2p4b ‘05 Chevrolet Colorado LS, 4wd, p. win-drs, keyless, rdf, CD, 
alum whls, silver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,995 $13,979
1p105c ‘05 Chrysler Town & Country, p. win-drs-seat, keyless, fwd, 
alum whls, quad seats, silver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,995 $8,869
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TRUCKS & VANS

2011 Chevrolet Avalanche LTZ
1p165b, auto, air, p. win-drs-seat-snrf, rem. start, Nav.,

run. brds., htd./AC leather seats, 1,289 miles, red

WAS: $53,950 NOW: $42,959

2006 Chevrolet Impala LT
1p110a, p. win.-drs.-seat, keyless, CD, fwd,

alum whls, low miles, blue
WAS: $14,995 NOW: $11,997

2010 Chevrolet Cobalt LT
1p68a, p.win.-drs.-seat, red, bright red, 

27,000 miles
WAS: $18,745 NOW: $13,998

2002 Pontiac Montana
0p1a, p. win-drs, CD, fwd, 

alum whls, bronze
WAS: $8,995 NOW: $6,977

2007 Buick Terraza
1p62a, p. win-drs-seat-slider, TV/DVD, htd.

leather, pol. alum whls, goldmist
WAS: $17,995 NOW: $13,959

2011 Chevrolet HHR LT
1p94, p. win-drs-seat, XM, CD, brown,

14,566 miles
WAS: $22,825 NOW: $14,998

2011 Chevrolet Aveo LT
1p71, p. win-drs-seat, 

yellow, 5,600 miles
WAS: $17,955 NOW: $13,959

2010 Cadillac CTS Performance
1p100a, p. win.-drs.-seat, htd. leather, Bose XM,

Bluetooth, alum. whls, AWD, low miles, black

WAS: $36,950 NOW: $28,887

2007 Pontiac Grand Prix GT
1p38b, p. win-drs-seat, keyless, rdf, CD,

fwd, leather, silver
WAS: $13,995 NOW: $9,989

JUST IN

YANKTON MOTOR COMPANY
SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS • 1 Mi. East of Yankton on Hwy. 50

Office 605-665-3751 or Toll Free 1-800-665-5455
Open 7:30AM-6:00PM Monday thru Friday; 

8:00AM-4:00PM Saturday; After Hour Appointments Available
See Pictures On Our Website At: 

www.yanktonmotorcompany.com or www.yankton.cc

John Hagemann
Owner

665-3751 Work

Dan Guthmiller
Sales

660-2740 Cell
665-4430 Home

Jack Gregg
Sales

660-JACK Cell
(660-5225)

Nate Clough
Sales

660-9454 Cell

We Have
Rental

Vehicles!
Vans and 

Cars
665-3751

Service Loaner Cars Available at No Charge to You!

Lube & Oil Filters start at $19.95
4 Wheel Alignments only $38.95

Matt McDonald
Sales

402-937-2627
Cell

Quality Service at Affordable Prices! ASE Certified Mechanics

PARTS &
SERVICE

ALL NAME BRAND TIRES!
Nitrogen fill your tires today!
Can provide longer tire life & better fuel economy

2007 Cadillac DTS Performance
1p160a, p. win-drs-seat, htd. leather, Bose XM, Blue-

tooth, alum whls, All Wheel Drive, low miles, black
WAS: $21,995 NOW: $16,977

2010 Buick Lucerne CXL
1p184a, air, cruise, htd. leather, 

p. win-drs-seat-mirrors, alum whls, pearl white
WAS: $24,995 NOW: $21,944

2005 Acura MDX
0p98a, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, rdf, all

wheel drive, htd. leather, silver
WAS: $22,995 NOW: $17,977

2011 Chevrolet Impala LT
1p65, p. win.-drs-seat, htd. leather, sunroof,

CD, maroon, 11,700 miles, spoiler
WAS: $30,780 NOW: $19,995

2005 Ford Explorer XLT
1p13a2, 4wd, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, leather,

3rd seat, CD, alum whls, silver
WAS: $13,950 NOW: $8,994

2007 Lincoln MKZ
1p123b, AWD, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, rdf, key-

less, htd. leather, alum whls, low miles, white
WAS: $29,995 NOW: $24,974

1p158 ‘11 Chevrolet Cruze LT, p. win-drs, CD, alum whls, 6,621 miles
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20,925 $17,959

1p157 ‘11 Chevrolet Cruze LT, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, htd. leather, 
remote start, alum whls, blue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$23,745 $18,983
1p148 ‘11 Chevrolet Cruze LTZ, auto, air, cruise, AM/FM CD, sunroof, 
alum. whls, 11,218 miles, maroon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25,665 $19,998
1p178 ‘11 Chevrolet HHR LT, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, htd. leather, 
chrome pkg., CD, XM, 11,326 miles, maroon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25,925 $17,889
1p179 ‘11 Chevrolet HHR2 LT, auto, air, cruise, p. win-drs-sunroof, 
leather, gray metallic, 9,460miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$26,580 $18,447
1p70 ‘11 Chevrolet Aveo LT, p. win.-drs-seat, leather, sunroof, red, 
7,300 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19,970 $15,998
1p155 ‘11 Chevrolet Impala LTZ, p. win-drs-seat, spoiler, htd. leather, 
alum whls, CD, white . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$31,790 $19,989
1p67 ‘11 Chevrolet Impala LT, p. win.-drs-seat, CD, htd. leather, black, 
17,000 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27,890 $18,959
1p124a ‘10 Chevrolet Impala LS, p. win.-drs-seat, CD, white  . .$18,995 $14,449
1p72a ‘10 Chevrolet Impala, auto, air, cruise, p. win.-drs-seat, 
AM/FM CD, black  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19,495 $14,889
0rnt4 ‘10 Pontiac G6, p. win-drs, CD, spoiler, white  . . . . . . . . . .$15,995 $12,998
1p101a ‘10 Chevrolet Impala LT, 4dr., p. win.-drs-seat, CD, alum. whls, 
red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19,955 $14,776
1p142a ‘09 Honda Accord EX-L, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, CD, htd. leather, 
keyless, gray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$23,950 $18,889
1p90a ‘08 Chevrolet Impala LT, p. win-drs-seat, remote start, 
rear spoiler, XM, OnStar, CD, alum. whls, gray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19,850 $14,889
2p3a ‘08 Pontiac G6 GT Hardtop Convertible, 2dr., p. win-drs-seat, 
keyless, rdf, CD, FWD, htd. leather, maroon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$21,995 $18,669
1p83a ‘07 Chevrolet Impala LT, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, keyless, CD, 
FWD, alum. whls, red  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,995 $11,495
1p107b ‘06 Pontiac G6 SE, p. win-drs-seat, htd. leather, 
alum. whls, 31,700 miles, black  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18,995 $14,977
2p8a ‘06 Ford Fusion SE, 6 cylinder, p. win-drs-seat, CD, alum whls, 
white  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,495 $10,899
2p9a ‘06 Ford Fusion SEL, 4 cylinder, p. win-drs-seat, CD, alum whls, 
white  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,995 $8,979
0p94b1 ‘04 Dodge Stratus, p. win-drs-seat, keyless, rdf, CD, fwd, 
alum whls, maroon, 58,424 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,995 $7,997
1p95b ‘04 Chevrolet Impala LS, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, CD, fwd, 
htd. leather, alum whls, spoiler, gray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,995 $8,998

2p13 ‘11 GMC Acadia Denali All Wheel Drive, auto, air, cruise, tilt, 
p. drs-windows-sunroof, seat, htd. leather, Navigation, p. liftgate, tow pkg., 
heads up display, XM CD Bose stereo, 6,600 miles, silver  . . . . . .$51,475 $43,998
1p156 ‘11 Cheverolet Traverse LT, All Wheel Drive, p. win-drs-seat, dual 
sunroof, DVD, htd. quad leather, rear camera, remote start, alum whls, gray  . . .$42,780 $31,977
1p186 ‘11 Nissan Xterra, 4wd, CD, alum. whls, S Package, 
p. win-drs, silver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27,995 $24,889
2p14 ‘11 Chevrolet 4x4 Tahoe LT, auto, air, cruise, tilt, 
p. drs-win-seat-sunroof, leather seats, video entertainment DVD system, 

2006 Chrysler Town & Country
1p147a, p. win-drs-seat-slider, DVD, fwd,

alum whls, quad seats, white
WAS: $11,795 NOW: $8,979

2010 Ford F-250 Super Duty 
Ext. Cab Diesel XL7

1p16, 4x4 p. win-drs, keyless, CD, 24,078 miles, white
WAS: $48,950 NOW: $33,889

2003 Chevrolet S10 Pickup
1p131a, 2wd, CD, alum whls, black

WAS: $8,995 NOW: $5,988

2004 Chevrolet Tahoe LT
1p81a 4wd, p. win-drs, htd. leather,

alum whls, gray
WAS: $16,950 NOW: $13,887

2009 GMC Yukon Denali XL
1p162a, awd, p. win-drs-seat-sunroof, 

Navigation, htd. leather, black
WAS: $47,995 NOW: $36,989

2011 Chevrolet Express Van
1p143, 12 passenger, p. win-drs-seat,

keyless, white, 19,300 miles
WAS: $35,795 NOW: $24,977

SPORT UTILITIES & CROSSOVERS
1p59a ‘05 Ford F250, 4wd, p. win-drs, keyless, rdf, CD, white/silver, 
diesel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,950 $16,974
1p169a ‘04 Dodge Dakota Sport Ext. Cab, 4wd, p. win-drs, CD
alum whls, white  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,995 $7,987

SPORT UTILITIES & CROSSOVERS

2p20  2011 Chevy Impala LT, p. windows-doors-seat-sunroof, heated
leather, spoiler, alum whls, white, 13,390 miles

2p16 2001 GMC Yukon SLT 4x4, p. windows-doors-seat-lift-sunroof,
TV/DVD, remote start, rear camera, XM, black, 8,399 miles

2p17 2011 Chevy Silverado LTZ, 3/4 ton crew cab 4x4 pickup, heated
leather, rear camera, remote start, TV/DVD, alum. wheels, black, 

14,551 miles
2p18 2011 GMC Yukon SLT 4x4, p. windows-drs, seats-lift, rear cam-
era, remote start, heated leather, alum. wheels, silver, 12,289 miles

2p19 2011 Chevrolet Tahoe LT, p. windows-doors-seat, AM/FM/CD,
heated leather seats, alum. wheels, remote start, black, 11,070 miles

ORNT3 2010 Pontiac G6, 4 door, auto, air, cruise, tilt, p. windos-
doors, AM/FM/CD, FWD, silver

0p110 2010 Chrysler Town & Country, auto,air, cruise, tilt, p. win-
dows-doors-seat, TV/DVD, AM/FM/CD, dual power sliders, power

rear lift gate, silver, 19,107 miles
1p180c 2007 Suzuki Forenza, p. windows-doors, keyless, CD, FWD,

maroon, 14,761 miles
2p1a 2007 Chevrolet Tahoe LT, 4wd, p. windows-doors-seat-sunroof,

CD, alum. wheels, maroon
0p120a 2005 Pontiac G6, p. windows-doors-sunroof, keyless,CD,

fwd, alum. wheels, black
1p177a 2004 Jeep Liberty, 4wd, p. windows-doors, keyless, rdf, CD,

silver, chrome package
1p181a 2003 Ford Ranger Edge, extended cab, 4wd, CD, keyless,

alum. wheels, blue
1p89b 1999 Oldsmobile Alero GL, p. windows-doors-seat, cass/CD,

fwd, spoiler, alum wheels, black
1p133d 1998 GMC Sierra SLE, extended cab, 4WD, p. windows-

doors-seat, cass/CD, alum wheels, maroon
1p88c 1995 Pontiac Grand Am GT, p. windows-doors-seat, keyless,

CD, FWD, leather, alum. wheels, white
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NATHAN JOHNSON/P&D
From left: Marilyn Lofflin, Terry Port, Mark Mabee, Dan Freng, Jim Frerk
and Jeff Johnson are the core group of medical and religious volunteers
who will help launch Servant Hearts Clinic in April. The free clinic will op-
erate on the first and third Mondays of each month from 5:30 p.m. to 8
p.m. at the Technical Education Center. Its mission is to serve the physi-
cal, emotional and spiritual needs of all patients.

Clinic
From Page 1A

WASHINGTON (AP) — A resur-
gent U.S. job market that has lifted
the economy appears to be
enduring. 

Factories in the Northeast kept
hiring in early March. And the
number of people applying for un-
employment aid fell back to a four-
year low. The economy is adding
jobs at a time when inflation re-
mains relatively mild outside of
higher gas prices. 

The upbeat government re-
ports Thursday reinforced the
message sent by last week’s en-
couraging job figures for February. 

The data also helped put the
Dow Jones industrial average on
pace to extend its winning streak
to seven days. The Dow was rose
42 points in late-day trading.
Broader indexes also gained.

“More solid U.S. economic data
pointing to a gradually improving
labor market, a bounce-back in
manufacturing and no material ...
inflation pressure,” Robert Kavcic,
an economist at BMO Capital
Markets. 

Applications for unemployment
aid dropped to a seasonally ad-
justed 351,000, the Labor Depart-
ment said Thursday. That matched
a four-year low reached last
month. The four-week average,
which smooths fluctuations, was
unchanged at 355,750, also a four-
year low.

Applications have declined 14
percent since October.  When ap-
plications drop consistently below
375,000, it usually signals that hir-
ing is strong enough to lower the
unemployment rate. 

The steady decline has coin-
cided with the best three months
of hiring in two years. From De-
cember through February, employ-
ers added an average of 245,000
jobs a month. The unemployment
rate has fallen to 8.3 percent, the
lowest in three years.

The figures “indicate that the
labor market is steadily, if slowly,
improving,” said Steven Wood, an
economist at Insight Economics.
“Another month of 200,000-plus
payroll employment in March is
likely.”

U.S. factories in the Northeast
are likely to contribute to those
March payroll gains, based on two
surveys conducted by the Federal
Reserve Bank of Philadelphia and
the Federal Reserve Bank of New
York.

The Fed banks said manufac-
turing in both regions is growing at
a healthy pace in March. The
Philadelphia Fed manufacturing
index posted its highest reading
since April 2011; the New York Fed
index hit a 21-month high.

Factories Help
Job Recovery

Endure In
March


