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LOS ANGELES — Families can-
celing vacations. Fishermen watch-
ing their profits burn up along with
their boats’ gasoline. Drivers buy-
ing only a few gallons of gas at a
time because they can’t afford to fill
the tank.

From all corners of the country,
Americans are irritated these days
by record-high fuel prices that have
soared above $4 a gallon in some
states and could top $5 by summer.
And the cost is becoming a political
issue just as the presidential cam-
paign kicks into high gear.

Some blame President Barack
Obama. Some just cite “the govern-
ment,” while others believe it’s the
work of big, greedy oil companies.
No matter who is responsible, al-
most everyone seems to want the
government to do something, even
if people aren’t sure what, exactly,
it should or can do. 

A Gallup poll this month found
85 percent of U.S. adults believe the
president and Congress “should
take immediate actions to try to
control the rising price of gas.” An
Associated Press-GfK poll last
month showed 71 percent believe
gas prices are a “very” or “ex-
tremely” important matter. 

Chris Kaufman, who spends
$120 a week on gas to travel the 60
miles between his two jobs, at the
University of South Dakota in Sioux
Falls and at a hotel in Vermillion,
S.D., blames the price spike on
threats from Iran to cut off oil ship-
ments through the Strait of
Hormuz.

“I think the candidates running
for president need to take a good
hard look at that and determine
what their foreign policy is going to
be for countries that threaten to do
that,” he said. “It’s going to affect
every single citizen in the United
States.” 

Still, he believes the president
has little control over gas prices,
adding that it is commodities
traders who really dictate prices. 

Trucker Cory Nissen of Ruther
Glen, Va., agrees. 

“The president is nothing but a
fall guy,” Nissen said as he took a
break from his rig at a stop in
Wilton, N.Y., earlier this week.

Nissen, who is paid by the mile,
said he has seen his paychecks
shrink because his employer has
cut back delivery runs in reaction
to the rising cost of fuel.  “It needs
to change and change quick,” he
said. “I got bills I got to pay, and
half the time I can’t pay them.”

On the presidential campaign
trail, Mitt Romney called on Obama
last weekend to fire his energy sec-
retary, interior secretary and Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
administrator, dubbing them “the
gas-hike trio.” Fellow Republican
Newt Gingrich promised to roll the
price of gas back to $2.50 a gallon if
he is elected. 

Obama mocked Gingrich’s
promise, saying, “They start acting
like they’ve got a magic wand and
will give you cheap gas forever if
you elect us.” 

Amy Lis of Buffalo, N.Y., and her
boyfriend canceled their vacation
to Florida this spring in favor of a
three-hour drive to Cleveland for an
overnight stay and a visit to the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Even
that trip will cost more than $100 in
gas. 

“It’s more than our hotel,” she
said as she filled up her boyfriend’s
Ford Ranger pickup.

In truth, there is not a lot the
president and Congress can do in
the short term to push down gaso-
line prices. They are tied to oil
prices, which have climbed in re-
cent months, pushed by increased
consumption from developing na-

tions in Asia, Latin America and the
Middle East and by concerns about
supply disruptions in Iran and
elsewhere.

Mike Siroub, who has operated
a Union Oil station in the Los Ange-
les suburb of Arcadia for 25 years,
said customers who used to fill up
their tanks now put in just $10 or
$20 at a time, telling him that that’s
all they can afford and that they are
driving less or using more fuel-effi-
cient cars.

He himself has joined them. 
“I used to have a car with a big

V-8 engine,” he said. “I traded it for
a four-cylinder Toyota Camry.” 

Among the things the govern-

ment can do to bring relief to driv-
ers is reduce gasoline taxes or push
to get more fuel-efficient cars on
the road. The first new fuel stan-
dards since 1990 are just now going
into effect, and the U.S. auto fleet is
more efficient than ever.

People are still feeling the pain.
“When I go out to change the

prices, they honk their horns and
yell at me,” said Siroub whose sta-
tion’s cheapest grade of gas, regu-
lar unleaded, was selling for $4.44 a
gallon earlier this week. “The other
day one person even gave me the
finger.” 

In New York City, some cab driv-
ers say the high cost of gas is

prompting them to race through
the streets of Manhattan even more
recklessly than usual to pick up
more passengers during a shift. 

“When the gas is up, the money
you make is going down,” said Less
Sylla, who paid $4.17 a gallon ear-
lier this week. “You see a lot of driv-
ers, they’re driving,
boom-boom-boom, because the
lease is too high and it’s working on
their minds. So that’s why they go
like that, and it causes a lot of
accidents.”

Sylla, who said he will vote for
Obama, blames greedy oil
companies.

In Anchorage, Alaska, general

contractor W.M. Lewis said he has
had to raises his prices to keep his
half-dozen trucks running. “It af-
fects your bottom-line pricing,” he
said as he put $90.13 worth of gas,
at $4.25 a gallon, into one of those
trucks. 

Milton Walker Jr., whose
Louisiana tour company takes va-
cationers on boat rides through the
alligator-infested swamps, said he
raised prices last year because of
the increased cost of fuel and will
do it again if gas hits $5 a gallon. He
blames the Federal Reserve, saying
it hasn’t kept inflation in check.

“I don’t think it matters who’s
president,” he said.
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Unhappy Public Not Sure Who To Blame For High Gas

• the City Commission’s com-
mitment to the capital improve-
ment plan and equipment
replacement.

The following major features
are evaluated during the PPC sur-
vey:

• Fire Alarm and Communica-
tion System — This review ac-
counts for 10 percent of the total
classification and centers upon a
community’s facilities and sup-
port for handling and dispatching
fire alarms.

• Fire Department — This re-
view accounts for 50 percent of
the total classification and fo-
cuses upon items such as engine
companies, distribution on fire
stations, department manning
and training.

• Water Supply System — This
review accounts for 40 percent of
the total classification.  For Yank-
ton, the highest marks on the sur-
vey were given for the water
supply, and the inspection and
condition of the fire hydrants.

Kurtenbach said a survey of
the community had not been
completed since the mid-1990s.

“We were probably getting
close to requesting them to come
in,” he stated. However, the ISO
contacted the city last year, and
the survey began last May.

A PPC rating of “3” applies to
homes and businesses that are
within five road miles of the fire
station and within 1,000 feet of a
hydrant. 

The PPC rating of “8b” applies
to properties beyond 1,000 feet
from a hydrant but still within
five road miles of the fire station.
Many homes in the lake area
should benefit from this new rat-
ing thanks to the new station
west of Yankton along Highway
52, Kurtenbach said.

Any property beyond five road
miles of a fire station and not
within 1,000 feet of a fire hydrant
would continue to be rated a “10.”
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