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For Mead,
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The Jokers To Regroup And Perform R N Coiin e

of the long-running band
will reunite March 16 for a

At Mead Building Benefit March 16 s i e

BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

Have you done the alligator
dance lately?

If not, it’s time to loosen up
those joints and practice up.

Local music legends The Jokers
are reuniting for the first time in
roughly 10 years for “Shamrock ‘n’
Roll,” and they plan to get you on
the floor doing the alligator just
like they used to do. The Saturday,
March 16, event at the Excelsior
Flour Mill in downtown Yankton
will raise money for the Mead
Building restoration project.

“It is a great cause, and we're
excited to be helping out with it,”
said Mark Hardy, the drummer for
the band. “At the same time, we’ll
be able to experience a little bit of
nostalgia ourselves.”

Kathie Gerstner of the Mead
Building Committee approached
The Jokers about reuniting for the
dance.

“She said they were raising
money for a historical building,
and they wanted a ‘historical
band’ as she put it,” Hardy said.
“We thought it made sense and
jumped aboard.”

In addition to music, the 7-10
p.m. event will feature Irish food,
free green beer while supplies last,
a live and silent auction, and even
a Blarney Stone.

The Jokers reunion will include
the four members of the band dur-
ing its main run in the 1980s —
Hardy, Bill Gooby, Mark Miller and
Kim Sawatzke. Paul Lammers will
be doing the sound for the event,
and band members from other pe-
riods of The Jokers’ existence are
also expected to make guest ap-
pearances.

The Jokers were formed in the
mid-1970s as The Deuces Wild.
Several name and personnel
changes later, they became The
Jokers. When Sawatzke joined as
the keyboardist in about 1980, the
lineup stabilized until 1989, at
which point Miller left Yankton for
ajob.

Gooby also departed, but
Hardy, Sawatzke and some new
band members maintained The
Jokers name until about 2000. At
that point, a decision was made to
leave behind The Jokers and take
on a different name, The Go Figure
Band.

“It was hard to let The Jokers
go, because the phone always
rang,” Hardy said. “We didn’t have
to do anything to promote our-
selves. With Go Figure, we knew
we’d have to start over. It was ‘for-
merly The Jokers’ for about three
years before it caught on. It was
scary, but we wanted to do some
different things.”

The Jokers spent much of the
1980s as a house band at The
Chateau, The Quarry or the bowl-
ing alley. They also played a lot of
wedding dances along the way.

“We still reminisce about how
people would pack The Chateau or
The Quarry or other venues dur-
ing the '70s and '80s, night after
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Hoffman To
Return To
‘Celebrate

Women’

Former “Survivor” contestant
Holly Hoffman will be returning as
the featured speaker at the Press
& Dakotan'’s “Celebrate Women”
event in April.

“Celebrate Women” will be
held Thursday, April 18, at the
Riverfront Event Center, with
Hoffman’s talk set for the Dakota
Theatre.

Watch the Press & Dakotan for
ads with more information and
when tickets will be available.

(Courtesy photo)

This Weekend Only!

UPER WEEKEND

SALE

THURSDAY - MONDAY

33% OFF

Plus!

% APR
FOR 12 MONTHS

GE DISCOUNTS ON

Furniture - Mattresses - Area Rugs - Accessories

A Division Of Furniture Outlets USA  Sjoux Falls - 6600 West 12th St. « 334.9027

Mitchell - 1500 North Main - 996.9820
Yankton . 2320 Broadway « 665.3446
Watertown . 17 west Kemp - 886.5883
Pierre - 540 South Garfield » 224.7200
Sioux City - 2500 Transit Ave. - 274.5926

Fargo . 2520 South University Dr. + 237.3360
Aberdeen - 3315 6th Ave. SE » 225.0812

The #7 Furniture Reltailer in the Arealf vrcimedreishtiumiture.com

*Advertised offers are calculated on original total purchase price and based on posted regular prices. $599 minimum purchase for financing offer. Financing is subject
to credit approval and is provided by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms
APR will continue to apPIy until all (gjuallfylng purchases are paid in full. The minimum monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the
purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late pa%ment fee or if you
use the card for other transactions. For newly opened accounts, the APR for purchases is 27.99%. This APR may vary with the market based on the U.S. Prime Rate
and is given as of 01/01/201 3. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. Credit promotional period may be
terminated if you default under your account agreement. Some exclusions may afpply including, but not limited to Hot Buys, rugs, and select mattress purchases. SEE
STORE FOR DETAILS. The [Josted regular price is the current, future, or former o ermg fprlce of the same or comparable merchandise Unclaimed Freight Furniture or
another retailer. Actual sales may not have occurred at regular price. Some pieces and fabric ﬁrints may vary by region. Selection may vary by store. Although every
precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Prices valid for a limited time only. An
amount equal to sales taxes and delivery charges must be paid at the time of purchase. Clearance items and previous purchases excluded. Pictures may not represent
item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Expires 03/04/201 3.




