
BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

Brooks Ranney has literally known many area residents
even before they were born.

Dr. Ranney established his medical practice in Yankton as
a pioneer in obstetrics and gynecology, providing prenatal
care and delivering hundreds of babies. For decades, he
sought to improve women’s health care, not only for Yank-
ton but around the world, until he retired in 1995.

His wife, Vi, has become recognized for her work with the
region’s arts scene and as a tour leader on worldwide excur-
sions for a local travel agency.

The Ranneys also serve as active members of the United
Church of Christ (Congregational) in Yankton and belong to
a number of fraternal and charitable organizations.

Now, the Ranneys are Yankton’s “Citizens of the Year”
(COY) for 2012. They were recognized during Sunday’s pro-
gram at the Elks Club — a fitting location, as Brooks has be-
longed to the lodge for 65 years.

The “Citizen of the Year” award is co-sponsored by the
Press & Dakotan and a number of community organizations.
P&D publisher Gary Wood presented the COY plaque to the
Ranneys at the conclusion of Sunday’s program, which fea-
tured tributes to the couple.

The afternoon even served as a belated 98th birthday
party for Brooks, complete with cake and the singing of
“Happy Birthday” by the audience.

“It’s an absolutely overwhelming feeling to hear all these
kind words today,” Vi said.

She spoke warmly of her husband’s medical achieve-
ments which improved women’s lives. She added that she
felt honored yet unworthy of sharing the award with him.

“Truly, I felt this (COY) honor was long overdue for
Brooks,” she said. “He has made such a difference in the field
of women’s health care.”

Vi said she didn’t fully realize the extent of her husband’s
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Yankton Students Selected for the 2013 Legislative Page Program in Pierre 
 
 

BY  
MEGAN 
FORD 

   In one week, three Yankton 
High School seniors head for 
Pierre to be a part of the 2013 
Legislative Page Program.  
   Frae Binder, Kayla Sylvester, 
and Megan Ford will travel to 
the state's capitol to serve in 
either the House of Representa-
tives or the Senate.  
   High school seniors as pages 
are utilized by the Legislature 
during each session.  
   These pages take part in a vari-
ety of duties throughout their 
time with legislators. Duties 
include: distributing legislative 
documents, running errands for 
legislators, answering phones, 
assisting in the Legislative Post 
Office, and attending committee 
meetings.  
   
the process and the behind the 

 
   It is a great opportunity to 
learn about legislators, the legis-
lative process, and to serve the 
people.   
   Even though they will be out 
of school for a week, it is a great 
way to get out-of-school experi-
ence and further their education 
about government on a day-to-
day basis.  
   In order to qualify for the pro-

gram, participants are required 
to have good academic standing, 
have two recommendations from 
within the community, and be 
sponsored by a South Dakota 
legislator.   
   Sylvester and Ford are spon-
sored by Representative Bernie 
Hunhoff and Binder is spon-
sored by Senator Jean Hunhoff.  

   -on in-
sight to government within the 

Binder.  
   A standard workday typically 
begins with committee meetings 
starting at 7:45 a.m. Floor ses-
sions conclude at 2:00 p.m., but 
could last until after 6:00 p.m. 
with occasional night meetings.   

   To end the week, pages are 
awarded the privilege of attend-
ing dinner with the Governor 
and First Lady at the Governor's 
mansion. 
   
how everything works, rather 

Binder. 

 
 
 

BY  
ASHLEY  
EILERS 

   
actually was worth a thousand words for the people in 
Chelyabinsk, Russia.  On Feb. 15, 2013, a meteorite 
streaked across the sky and exploded over central Russia, 
which rained fireballs over a large area. The meteorite ex-
plosion took place at about 9:20 am, when many people 
were out and about.  
   
broke up into pieces 19-31 miles above the Russian sur-
face. The meteorite had an estimated weight of about 10 
tons.   
   People who were on their way to work in Chelyabinsk 
witnessed a reverse thunder and lightning kind of reaction. 
First the people heard what sounded like an explosion, 
then saw a bright light, and finally felt the shock wave. 
The energy released from the meteorite when it entered 

small atomic weapon exploding. As a result of the shock 
wave, car alarms went off, thousands of windows shat-
tered, and telephone networks were disrupted. About 3,000 
buildings were damaged, mostly with broken glass.  
   The shock wave that smashed windows and damaged 
buildings also injured 1,200 people.  Of the total people 
injured, 200 of them were children. Most of the injuries 
resulted from the flying pieces of broken glass. Thankful-
ly, no deaths were reported, but about 20,000 emergency 
response workers were sent to the region to help with the 
clean up.   
   The Russian space agency Roscosmos, said the fireball 
was traveling at about 19 miles per second. The fireball 
blazed across the horizon, leaving a long white tail that 
could be seen from as far as 125 miles away.  
   The Scientists at Roscosmos also believe that only one 
meteoroid had entered the atmosphere, where it burned up 
and disintegrated into fragments. The resulting meteorites 
are believed to be scattered across three regions of Russia. 
Two of the meteorites are in Chelyabinsk and the other 
one is in Kazakhstan.  
   One piece of the meteorite broke through the now iced 
over Cherbakul Lake, which is near Chelyabinsk. The me-
teorite left a hole several yards wide and is now sitting at 
the bottom of the lake.  
   Several Russian residents who witnessed this scary phe-
nomenon took pictures and videos to capture this little

Chelyabinsk, Russia on February 15, 2013 
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From left to right: Megan Ford, Kayla Sylvester, and Frae Binder, all Yankton High School seniors, 
have been selected to participate in the 2013 Legislative Page Program in Pierre, South Dakota. The 
students will travel to the capitol to serve in either the House of Representatives or the Senate.  
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Gazelle Gymnasts Finish Seventh in State Contest 
Team Earns First Appearance on the Podium Since 2004 State Competition 

 
BY  
OLIVIA 
CHRISTOPHER    

From Fri Feb 15 to Sat

   
sity, deal with a lot of pressure 
and expectations, and have 
worked extremely hard over the 
last 12 months to achieve this 

placed 8th on bars and Elsie 
Kotalik, junior, received 20th in 
all-around.  
   

Bucks Wrestling 
Squad has Wrestlers 
Place at State Meet 
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BY LINDA WUEBBEN
P&D Correspondent

MENOMINEE, Neb. — Kathy Hoebelhein-
rich has a list.

But she doesn’t call it a bucket list.
“It’s my list of goals, wishes and dreams,”

said Hoebelheinrich. “At the top of my list is a
project which I feel very strongly about. I’m
looking for a new home.”

Hoebelheinrich’s search for a new home is
not the same as it would be for most people. 

In 1975, she contracted encephalitis at a
10-year-old and, due to complications during
treatment, she became paralyzed from the

neck down. She requires a ventilator to
breathe every second of every day. 

Despite her rare medical challenges, Hoe-
belheinrich hopes to find others with similar
circumstances who want to build a home to-
gether that could accommodate their needs.

Hoebelheinrich’s spinal condition is similar
to that of the late actor Christopher Reeve,
who only lived nine years after being injured in
a horse-riding accident. 

Thanks to Hoebelheinrich’s compassionate
support system of family and friends, she is
still alive, finding comfort on her family’s farm
near Menominee. But she is very aware of the
aging process. As she gets older, so does her
mother, Johanna, and her brother, Larry, both

of whom have given her years of devoted care,
24 hours a day.

“There are many types of assisted living
places, along with long-term care facilities, but
none that can fully accommodate individuals
who require full 24-hour care and the ventila-
tor care, as well,” said Hoebelheinrich. 

Her family has looked for suitable places
where the level of care she needs can be main-
tained. None exist outside of a hospital facility.

“My dream would be for a home to be built
which could support people like me … with
private rooms and bathrooms large enough for

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

The Legislature is entering the final
week of its main run, but lawmakers still
must tackle major issues such as educa-
tion, economic development and Medi-
caid expansion.

The District 18 delegation — Sen. Jean
Hunhoff (R-Yankton) and Reps. Bernie
Hunhoff (D-Yankton and Mike Stevens (R-
Yankton) — shared updates at Saturday’s
crackerbarrel on the heavy load still
awaiting them when they return to
Pierre.

“It’s like a close basketball game, and
it’s going down to the wire,” Bernie Hun-
hoff said.

The remaining issues are so heavy
that the House Republicans had sched-
uled a caucus for 6 p.m. Sunday, Stevens
said.

As a freshman lawmaker, Stevens has
found the process interesting but at
times exhausting. “It’s been a lot of fun,
but I’m ready for it to be done,” he said.

The state budget — usually passed in
the session’s final moments — has be-
come murkier with uncertainty over fed-
eral funds, Jean Hunhoff said.

“We’re concerned about federal se-
questration,” she said, as the funding
cuts went into effect last Friday.

Revenue figures are similar from the
governor’s office and the Legislative Re-
search Council (LRC), which helps in fi-
nalizing the budget, she said in separate
remarks.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
A major bill awaiting lawmakers will

be heard today (Monday) when a biparti-
san economic development plan receives
a House State Affairs committee hearing.

As House Minority Leader, Bernie
Hunhoff and other legislative leaders un-
veiled the “Building South Dakota” plan
last week at a press conference.

“It’s a really big bill. We need to pass it
the way it is,” Hunhoff said Saturday.

Past efforts targeted large companies
and provided incentives whether needed
or not, Hunhoff said. Those efforts in-
cluded a fund referred to and defeated at
the polls last November, he said.

“I’m not opposed to
economic development
for large companies, but
not at the expense of
schools from the general
fund,” he said.

Under the new bill, in-
centives will go to compa-
nies that otherwise
wouldn’t come to South
Dakota. The bill also calls
for more accountability
and transparency, making
it easier for local and state
officials to vet these com-
panies.

“Building South
Dakota” will tap into new
money in the unclaimed
property fund, along with
the contractor’s excise tax
for companies receiving

the incentives, Hunhoff said.
“Building South Dakota” will benefit

education, affordable housing and rural
economic development, Hunhoff said. 

“This will broaden our effort,” he said,
noting its passage would mark one of the
largest economic development packages
ever offered by state government.

EDUCATION FUNDING
Bernie Hunhoff called for a 4 percent

increase in state aid to education this
year to help make up for an 8.6 percent
cut followed by a freeze in recent years.

Even the current 3 percent increase
only amounts to a 1.5 to 1.8 percent in-
crease because it includes one-time
money that won’t be replaced, Hunhoff
said.

In response to a question, Jean Hun-
hoff noted the state can only spend the
interest on the education enhancement
trust fund. A two-thirds majority of the
Legislature is needed before touching the
principle, she said.

The state and school districts are also
facing increasing pressure for funding
special education, English as a Second
Language (ESL) and other special serv-
ices, she said.

The ESL needs have become critical in
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Kathy Hoebelheinrich of rural Menominee contracted encephalitis when she
was 10 years old in 1975 and, due to complications from her treatment, was
left paralyzed from the neck down. She has since received around-the-clock
care from her family. But Hoebelheinrich, shown here with her dog Max, is
hoping to find a facility that could support her and her extraordinary needs.
“There are many types of assisted living places, along with long-term care
facilities,” she said, “but none that can fully accommodate individuals who
require full 24-hour care and the ventilator care, as well.”

KELLY HERTZ/P&D

Brooks and Vi Ranney were honored Sunday as Yankton’s 2012 Citizens of the Year. Several hundred people packed the Yankton
Elks Lodge for a reception and special program. Shown here, State Rep. Bernie Hunhoff (D-District 18) presents the Ranneys with
a proclamation from Gov. Dennis Daugaard declaring Sunday “Brooks and Vi Ranney Day” in South Dakota. The Press & Dakotan
is a co-sponsor of the Citizen of the Year Award.

Yankton Citizens Of The Year
Vi And Brooks Ranney Honored

KELLY HERTZ/P&D

The United Church of Christ (Congregational) Choir, of which
the Ranneys are members, sang two songs during Sunday’s Cit-
izens of the Year reception. To see or purchase images from
this event, visit spotted.yankton.net.
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