
their families requested and re-
ceived Bon Homme High School
diplomas. They were Richard A.
Mennis of San Diego; Russell Hamil-
ton of Avon; the late John (Jack) Lee
Beringer; and Herbert Gottschalk of
Minnesota. They represented a vari-
ety of military branches, combat era,
and awards and commendations.

Besides the five Bon Homme
graduates, an honorary diploma was
previously awarded to a Scotland
graduate under the state law,
Beringer said.

For the five newest “alumni,”
Beringer contacted Bon Homme su-
perintendent Bryce Knudson about
securing diplomas.

Knudson enthusiastically em-
braced the effort, expressing pride
in his own family’s military service.

“These honorary diplomas have
special meaning to me because I
have two daughters and a son-in-law
in the military,” he said, adding that
one daughter has served in
Afghanistan.

Beringer expected a certificate
for the veterans, but Knudson se-
cured the same diplomas awarded
to high school seniors.

“It’s not just a piece of paper, it’s
a nice booklet,” Beringer said. “It’s
leather bound, and it has some qual-
ity and meaning to it. Bryce came in
and showed it to me. In my opinion, I
thought it looked great.”

Four diplomas were presented to
veterans or representatives at the
January school board meeting, and
the fifth diploma was awarded at the
February board meeting.

Command Sgt. Major George

Arends with the South Dakota De-
partment of Veterans Affairs at-
tended the January meeting and
assisted Beringer with the
presentation.

Varilek said he was overwhelmed
at the short ceremony. “I got goose
bumps from it and knew it couldn’t
be any better than this,” he said.

He wasn’t the only person struck
by emotion at the ceremony.

“I was excited by (the idea), but
it didn’t hit me until I walked into the
school board meeting,” Beringer
said. “I accepted the diploma (for
my family member). It was a very
proud moment.”

Knudson agreed. “My school
board was blown away by this (pre-
sentation). When we presented the
diplomas, there were hugs and hand-
shakes. It was a wonderful thing to
do,” he said.

At the board meetings, Beringer
talked about the background of the
honorary diplomas and the service
records of the honored veterans.

Varilek received his diploma at
the January board meeting and
couldn’t contain his pleasure.

“You should have seen Stan, he
was just beaming,” Beringer said. “At
the presentation, George (Arends)
said, ‘There’s a man that’s really
proud.’”

The celebration was just begin-
ning, as Varilek’s family threw him a
surprise graduation party at his
home after the ceremony.

“All eight of my children went to
Bon Homme High School, and this
(diploma) is really important to me,”
he said. “Then, I looked at my
diploma (just prior to the Press &
Dakotan interview) and saw it was
dated November 11, 2012. Holy
smokes! I have a diploma that’s
dated Veterans Day! It means even
more to me now.”

Now that Varilek has a diploma,

he deserves a formal commence-
ment ceremony, Knudson said.

“Our (Bon Homme) senior class
would like Stan to be part of their
graduation in May,” he said.

Varilek’s lifetime achievements
send a powerful message to today’s
students, Knudson said.

“Our students see the impor-
tance of serving in the military.
These kids have heard and read
about it, and now they can see and
talk about it,” he said.

“It lends credence to the impor-
tance of serving in the military. A
number of our students pursue the
military, and we’re so proud of it.”

The honorary diplomas provide
a small way of saying thanks to vet-
erans who sacrificed their education
in order to serve their country,
Knudson said.

“I think it’s a wonderful program,
and a wonderful opportunity for the
veterans,” he said. “It’s good for the
school district, also, to have these
veterans as Bon Homme High School
graduates. It makes all of us proud
— the students, teachers, staff and
district office.”

Beringer credited the school dis-
trict with its full cooperation in mak-
ing the honorary diplomas not only
possible but also highly respected.

Varilek hopes that the publicity
surrounding the five Bon Homme
“graduates” will encourage other
veterans to pursue their own diplo-
mas, regardless of their age.

“For other veterans who are in
the same shape that I was, I say, ‘Go
for it, guys! We’ve earned it!’”

You can follow Randy Dockendorf
on Twitter at twitter.com/RDock-
endorf
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Still No Deal For YSD Teachers
From P&D Staff Reports

During an executive session at a Yankton School District (YSD)
special school board meeting on Monday night, no deal was struck
between teachers and the school board on a new contract.

The school board and teachers are tentatively scheduled to get
together at 5:30 p.m. March 20 to continue negotiations.

Board President Chris Specht said he could not comment on ne-
gotiations during the process, but said there is no deadline for a
new contract and both sides will continue to work towards that
mutual goal.

Fire Planning Workshop Set For Thursday
BROOKINGS — SDSU Extension, the Natural Resources Conser-

vation Service, and other area conservation organizations involved
in the Prairie Coteau Habitat Partnership are offering a free work-
shop geared at training and educating NRCS staff and landowners
on the basics of fire planning and fire plan writing. This workshop
will be held Thursday, March 7, at the Easton Archery Center, 800
Archery Lane, Yankton. It runs from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Participation in this free workshop will give producers and
NRCS staff the foundation to develop NRCS- and FSA-compliant pre-
scribed fire plans for CRP and other USDA conservation program
land.

All are welcome to attend. For more information, contact the
SDSU Extension Regional Center in Watertown at 882-5140. 

Webster School To Hold Concert Thursday
Students in grades 1-5 from Webster Elementary School will be

performing their annual spring concert at 7 p.m. Thursday, March
7, at the Yankton High School/Summit Activities Center theatre.

The students in first and second grades will be presenting a mu-
sical entitled “Child of the World.” The students will be singing
songs about important character traits and educating all of us on
the traits that promote good character.

Students in grades 3-5 will be presenting a musical entitled “Cel-
ebrate You and Me.” The musical teaches that feeling good about
ourselves has positive effects on everyone and everything. 

The concert is directed by Lori Leader and accompanied by
Kathleen West. The public is invited to attend and there is no ad-
mission charge.

YCL Begins Story And Toddler Time Session
The Yankton Community Library, 515 Walnut, spring story and

toddler time session is under way. The spring session runs through
April 25.  

Area preschool children are invited to attend story time for
singing, stories and a craft. Story time is held on Mondays at 6:30
p.m., and Wednesday and Thursday mornings at 10:15 a.m.  

Toddler time, for children ages one to three, meets on Thursday
mornings at 11 a.m. Toddler time involves board books, puzzles,
blocks, balls, bubbles and lots of interactive play.  

For more information, contact the library at 668-5275.  

O N  T H I S  DAT E

B OA R D  O F  T R A D E

L OT T E R I E S

75 YEARS AGO 
Sunday, March 6, 1938

No paper 

50 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, March 6, 1963

• Senator George McGovern, D-
S.D., presided over the Senate Monday
during passage of the first bill of the
1963 session. The legislation passed in
Mondayʼs session provided funds for
the Food for Peace program which Mc-

Govern directed at the White House in
1961-62.

• Rich Greeno, athletic director and
head track coach at Yankton high
school, has been selected as one of the
eight officials for the South Dakota
Class “B” state cage tournament at
Sioux Falls.

25 YEARS AGO 
Sunday, March 6,1988

No Paper

CHICAGO (AP) — Grains futures
rose Tuesday on the Chicago Board of
Trade.

Wheat for May delivery rose 3.5
cents to $7.06 a bushel; May corn rose
5.75 cents to $7.09 a bushel; May oats
rose 4.5 cents to $3.8875 a bushel;
while May soybeans rose 4.5 cents to

$14.6650 a bushel.
Beef and pork prices fell on the

Chicago Mercantile Exchange.
April live cattle fell 0.73 cent to

$1.2962 a pound; April feeder cattle fell
1.12 cents to $1.4360 a pound; April
lean hogs fell 1.05 cents to 79.25 cents
a pound.

TUESDAY’S RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 8-24, White

Balls: 6-25
MYDAY: Month: 1, Day: 17, Year:

82

PICK 3: 7-8-2
PICK 5: 03-08-11-15-29. Estimated

jackpot: $142,000 
MEGA MILLIONS: 06 20 39 41 46,

Mega Ball: 42

POUND COUNT
Several animals are available at the

Yankton Animal Shelter. For more infor-
mation call the Yankton Police Depart-
mentʼs Animal Control Officer, from 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday at 661-
9494, or 668-5210.

DAILY RECORD POLICY
The Press & Dakotan publishes

police and sheriff reports as a public
service to its readers. It is important to
remember that an arrest should not
imply guilt and that every person is pre-
sumed innocent until proven otherwise.
When juveniles are released from jail,
it is into the care of a parent or
guardian.

It is the policy of the Press &
Dakotan to publish all names made
available in the police and court re-
ports. There are no exceptions.

ARRESTS
• Joshua Lundgren, 20, Dakota

Dunes, was arrested Monday on a
court hold.

• Dewayne Llewellyn Jr., 35, Yank-

ton, was arrested Monday for posses-
sion of marijuana, possession of a con-
trolled substance and on a parole hold.

ACCIDENTS
• A report was received at 10:13

a.m. Tuesday of a parking lot accident
in the 1700 block of Broadway.

• A report was received at 12:07
p.m. Tuesday of a parking lot hit-and-
run in the 3200 block of Broadway.

INCIDENTS
• A report was received at 9:07 p.m.

Monday that a black dog was chasing
a female in the 900 block of Burleigh St.
She said it has occurred multiple times.

• A report was received at 8:34 a.m.
Tuesday that a rock had been thrown
through a vehicle window in the 300
block of Capital St. Estimated value of
the damage was $300.

CRIME STOPPERS
Anyone wishing to report anony-

mous information on unlawful activity in
the City of Yankton or in Yankton
County is encouraged to contact the
Crime Stoppers tip line at 665-4440.

of the caucus after accusing Lust and
other House GOP leaders of ethics
violations.

The Building South Dakota bill
now heads back to the Senate, where
it likely will be referred to a negotiat-
ing committee that will try to work
out differences between the House-
and Senate-passed versions.

South Dakota currently has no in-
centive plan because a previous pro-
gram that refunded construction
taxes for large industrial projects was
allowed to expire Dec. 31. Voters in
November rejected a replacement
plan suggested by Gov. Dennis
Daugaard.

Supporters of the comprehensive
measure say South Dakota often
loses out to other states on large
projects because of its upfront tax
structure. The new plan would re-
fund part or all of the state sales tax
paid by projects of more than $20
million that would not have located
in South Dakota without such an
incentive.

Contractors’ excise tax collected
on those projects would be placed in
the Building South Dakota Fund so
the state can reinvest in future proj-
ects. The new fund also would get a
portion of unclaimed property the
state receives from abandoned bank
accounts. 

House Democratic Leader Bernie
Hunhoff of Yankton called the plan a
strong bipartisan compromise with
more accountability and trans-
parency.
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