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Inside Today

BY DIRK LAMMERS
Associated Press

PIERRE — South Dakota lawmakers
on Thursday passed a comprehensive
bipartisan economic development plan
intended to help recruit projects to the
state after they pledged $7 million to
kick-start the funding.

A negotiating committee added the
$7 million appropriation and a provision
that would halt its funding in tough
times Thursday during the penultimate
day of South Dakota’s main legislative
session.

The House later voted 60-6 to pass
the bill, and the Senate followed with a
31-2 vote. Gov. Dennis Daugaard is ex-
pected to sign it into law.

Lawmakers noted that in contrast
with the gridlock in Washington, Repub-
lican and Democratic legislative leaders
cooperated in South Dakota to craft the
plan.

“I think that most of the country and
South Dakota is watching how we han-
dle this,” said Senate Republican Leader
Russell Olson of Wentworth.

Building South Dakota would eventu-
ally be funded on an ongoing basis by a
portion of the contractors’ excise tax
collected on large projects and some of
the unclaimed property that the state
receives from abandoned bank
accounts.

But most of those funds won’t be
available until 2015 or 2016, so sponsors
are asking the House and Senate to
“prime the pump” with $7 million from

the state’s general
fund, said Senate
President Pro Tem
Corey Brown.

“I think a lot of us
felt pretty strongly
that if we’re going for-
ward with a proposal
like this, then we need
to be willing to put
some skin in the game
right away this first

year,” said Brown, R-Gettysburg.
Republicans and Democrats worked

for two months to find a compromise to
help South Dakota better compete with
other states in recruiting large projects
and to help lure smaller projects to the
state.

The bill also helps communities
build the infrastructure needed to en-
courage development, works with the
state’s technical centers on training and
helps K-12 schools bear the cost of Eng-
lish language training when a project
draws workers from other cultures.

House Democratic Leader Bernie
Hunhoff, of Yankton, called the bill a
workable piece of legislation that’s only
as good as the spirit in which it’s
implemented.

“It brings education to the forefront
of economic development, which is
where it should be, and it gets the
biggest share of the Building South
Dakota Fund,” Hunhoff said. “It stresses
higher quality jobs in the first sentence.”

BY ANDREW ATWAL
andrew.atwal@yankton.net

The South Dakota Legislature ap-
proved spending more than $6 mil-
lion in one-time funding to provide
aid to technical schools and school
districts. The amount equates to
around $45 per student across the
state. 

The funding could help Yankton
School District (YSD) close its nearly
$1.6 million budget shortfall.

The House ap-
proved the measure
65-3, and will now be-
come law if Gov. Den-
nis Daugaard signs
the bill.

YSD school board
president Chris
Specht said any
money allocated by
the Legislature is ap-
preciated by all dis-

tricts across the state. However, he
said one-time money also has its
downfalls.

“The problem with one-time
money is it does not allow districts
to plan for the future, nor does it
help reduce the 10 percent revenue
cut from prior years,” Specht said.
“We all want more from our govern-
ment, but no one wants their taxes to
increase and no one wants their ben-
efits cut.”

The school state aid formula is
based in part on a per-student allot-
ment. That allotment increases annu-
ally by the Consumer Price Index
(CPI), or 3 percent, whichever is less.
For this year’s overall state budget,
Daugaard recommends a 3 percent
ongoing increase in state aid to
school districts.

In FY 2012, Daugaard announced
funding cuts across the board, which
included cuts to education. Schools
across the state were projecting
about a 5 percent decrease to fund-
ing, but that decrease turned out to
be more than 8.5 percent.

“If the state does give out one-
time money, it’s based on next fall’s
student enrollment,” YSD business
manager Jason Bietz said. “If the $45
per student becomes law, you make
an assumption, based on today’s en-
rollment, that this would bring
around $118,000 to Yankton School
District.”

However, Bietz is not ready to
take that figure to the bank.

“We really don’t know what to
fully expect yet, since the bill hasn’t
been signed by the governor and we
don’t know all the details surround-
ing the one-time money,” he said.
“We appreciate one-time money, but
we’re still searching for a long-term
solution.”

The bill spends around $5.8 mil-

BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

The idea that the death penalty pro-
vides justice is largely based on mythol-
ogy, according to Dr. Alexander Mikulich.

Speaking to a Yankton audience Thurs-
day night, he made that argument with
facts and — as a Roman Catholic social
ethicist, activist and scholar — also with
theology.

Mikulich, an associate professor from
the Loyola University Jesuit Social Re-
search Institute in New Orleans, delivered
his speech, “Ethical Issues and the Death
Penalty,” as part of the Mount Marty Col-
lege Benedictine Institute lecture series.
The event, held at Marian Auditorium at
Mount Marty College, is sponsored by the

school’s Benedictine Institute for Leader-
ship, Ethics and Social Justice. 

To get the audience reflecting on the
death penalty, Mikulich used an exchange
from J.R.R. Tolkien’s “Lord of the Rings”
series.

Frodo tells Gandalf the Wise that Gol-
lum deserves death.

In response, Gandalf says: “Deserves
it! I daresay he does. Many that live de-
serve death. And some that die deserve
life. Can you give it to them? Then do not
be too eager to deal out death in judg-
ment. For even the very wise cannot see
all ends.”

Mikulich then instructed the audience
to think about Donald Moeller and Eric
Robert, the two men South Dakota exe-
cuted last fall.

“We may feel with Frodo that these in-
dividuals who committed these murders
deserve death,” he said. “But then we
might also want to hesitate to reflect with
Gandalf about issues of guilt, innocence,
justice and the meaning of hope.”

This notion was given real-life reso-
nance during the question-and-answer
portion of the lecture, when a man in the
audience indicated that he believed Sad-
dam Hussein was one who deserved to
die.

Mikulich said that the only instance in
which Catholic teaching allows the con-
templation of the death penalty is when
someone is a threat to the common good.

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

During emergencies, valuable time
can be lost rounding up volunteers for
disaster relief.

Now, citizens can register online
ahead of time to offer their services if
needed, according to Yankton County
emergency manager Paul
Scherschligt.

The Statewide Emergency Registry
of Volunteers in South Dakota (SERV
SD) coordinates the pre-registration
of individuals. The system operates
under the state Department of Health

and reaches out to
anyone willing to vol-
unteer in the event of
an emergency.

“If we need 15 peo-
ple to set up a shelter,
we can send out a
message and round
up one group for the
job,” Scherschligt
said.

Anyone can sign up by going to the
website http://serv.sd.gov, he said.
The entries will go under Yankton
County’s Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT), but it’s not lim-

ited to Yankton County residents or
even South Dakotans, he said.

“This will really cut the response
times if we have the names already
out there,” he said. “What’s nice
about the system, if we’re in the mid-
dle of a tornado wiping out an area, I
an go to our database and send out
the alert (for volunteers) earlier.”

Yankton County CERT leaders will
contact registrants with training and
deployment opportunities, Scher-
schligt said. “We can send out mes-
sages via phone and email, and it will

Soloist Jeoffrey Miller leads the first- and
second-grade students at Yankton’s Web-
ster Elementary School through the roar-
ing song “I’m A Lion” during Webster’s
spring concert, held Thursday night at the
YHS/Summit Activities Center theatre.
Students in grades 1-2 performed the pro-
gram “Child of the World,” while students
in grades 3-5 presented the program “Cel-
ebrate You and Me.” Both programs em-
phasized self-worth, acceptance and
understanding among children. To see or
purchase images from this event, visit
spotted.yankton.net. (Kelly Hertz/P&D)
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A Wausa fan cheers on the Vikings during their Class D2 opening round game with Spald-
ing-Spalding Academy on Thursday at Lincoln North Star High School. Wausa's season
was black-flagged, as the Knights beat Wausa 65-62. For more results, see page 7A.
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Alexander Mikulich, an associate professor from
the Loyola University Jesuit Social Research In-
stitute in New Orleans, argued against the death
penalty Thursday as part of the Mount Marty
College Benedictine Institute lecture series.
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