
“Ninety percent of all the wind
development in the nation has oc-
curred in states with an RPS,” Cwach
said. “You can’t ignore that kind of
fact.”

Cwach said there are two pri-
mary arguments that have kept
South Dakota legislators from adopt-
ing an RPS.

First, some legislators didn’t like
the idea of forcing the utilities to do
something.

“To me, that’s an absurd argu-
ment because state government
forces utilities to do a lot of things,”
Cwach said. “A utility cannot in-
crease its rates without the approval
of the state, for example.”

The second concern is that an
RPS will cause electricity prices to
rise significantly.

However, the study by Cwach
and Baldwin found that the adoption
of an RPS leads to a one-time .68 of a
cent increase in the price of a kilo-
watt of electricity, and the effect in
subsequent years is estimated at .16
of a cent per kilowatt.

“I think we would all be willing to
live with a .16-cent increase if we
knew we were going to get 160
megawatts of wind energy develop-
ment every year,” Cwach said.

The 160 megawatts is a reference

to the study’s finding that states with
an RPS realize that much in addi-
tional wind capacity development
each year compared to states with-
out one.

That would mean more than
3,000 temporary jobs lasting up to a
year and 16 new, permanent jobs an-
nually, according to Cwach and Bald-
win. In addition, those jobs pay 13
percent higher than the median for
all jobs in South Dakota.

Steve Wegman, the former execu-
tive director of the South Dakota
Wind Energy Association and now an
analyst for the organization, said the
study is a tool for creating awareness
of some important issues. 

“There has always been a debate
about objectives and RPS’s,” he
stated. “Personally, I’m kind of torn
between the two. But you’ve got to
have a reward. If there is not an in-
centive (for renewable energy devel-
opment), it isn’t going to happen.”

Wegman believes that in order to
really work, the federal government
needs to establish a national RPS. At
the state level, RPS’s become diluted
and goals aren’t met, he said.

Because of a variety of chal-
lenges, Wegman said he doesn’t ex-
pect any big changes in South
Dakota’s wind energy resources in
the near future.

In the article, Cwach and Baldwin
discuss a group of investors and
landowners in Bon Homme, Charles
Mix, Douglas and Hutchinson coun-

ties that have leased 30,000 acres to
support a wind farm. They argue the
project would have a much better
chance of moving forward if South
Dakota had an RPS.

“They already have approval
from the Western Area Power Admin-
istration to interconnect to their
grid,” Cwach said. “Their number
one problem is, they can’t find a
buyer. No utility is interested in in-
vesting in the wind farm because
they have no reason to do it.”

The study concludes that “South
Dakotans would benefit immensely
from the implementation of a state
RPS. Unlike the RRCEO, an RPS
would encourage our retail electric-
ity providers to finally develop our
renewable energy resources to serve
South Dakota consumers while not
significantly impacting retail utility
rates for consumers. At the same
time, an RPS provides well-paying
jobs in rural South Dakota.”

Cwach said he hopes state legis-
lators read the study.

“I would love to have a serious
conversation about these issues and
see the interest groups in the state
start advocating for an RPS,” he
stated. “It’s the right thing to do. I
would like to see the policy changed
in the next legislative session.”

You can follow Nathan Johnson
on Twitter at Twitter.com/AnInland-
Voyage

gives a certain amount of glare
but not like glass,” he added.

“I invested a lot of time and
money into the project but at the
end of the day, we’re certainly not
going to put lots and lots more
money into a deal and then have
it pulled with a cease-and-desist
order,” Golden continued.

He said the unassembled
greenhouse has already been sold
to a buyer in New Jersey.

In March 2009, the County
Commission rezoned 36 acres
from rural-transitional to a
planned unit development to
make way for the construction of
the greenhouse and fish produc-
tion facility. It was also to include
a worm farm, an aquatic culture
area, a shop/office area, a retail
center and possibly a restaurant. 

At the time, Golden projected
it could take five years to com-
plete. During last week’s commis-
sion meeting, he said other
projects had delayed progress on
Heartland Harvest Farms.

Golden told the commission
that he believes the property may
now be of interest to Yankton
County.

“That property is probably the
best property in the area if you
guys were ever going to move for-
ward and think about putting any
kind of sewage lagoons or treat-
ment facility there,” he said. “I’m
probably going to put the build-
ing up for sale in May or so, but I
wanted to throw that thought out
to you guys ... I think that’s poten-
tially an option you might want to
consider. If you have any interest,
we can certainly talk later.”

You can follow Nathan John-
son on Twitter at
Twitter.com/AnInlandVoyage

75 YEARS AGO 
Friday, March 11, 1938

• The ice in the Missouri river here,
and for a considerable distance up
stream, has broken up and is going out.
The surface opposite town, which had
been breaking up for the past two days
started moving out about 3 o’clock yes-
terday afternoon and since then there
has been a steady flow.

• True stories of experiences of
early Dakota territory settlers were con-
tinued in the D.A.R. radio hour over
WNAX last Sunday evening when Mrs.
Jessie Bartholomew, of Yankton, was
the speaker.

50 YEARS AGO
Monday, March 11, 1963

• The  University of South Dakota at
Vermillion won the sweepstakes at the
South Dakota Intercollegiate Forensics
association meet at Northern State
Teachers college in Aberdeen Satur-
day.

• Governor Archie Gubbrud smoked
the peace pipe last Wednesday with a
delegation of Rosebud reservation In-
dians who were protesting the Indian
jurisdiction bill passed by the legisla-
ture. Spokesman  for the Sioux ap-
pealed to the governor to veto the
legislation.

25 YEARS AGO 
Friday, March 11,1988

• A Sioux Falls development com-
pany wants to build cabins and a lodge
at Lewis & Clark State Recreation Area
near Yankton by early this summer.

• The Vermillion Tanagers went into
Thursday’s first round of the S.D. Boys
Class A basketball tournament the top-
seeded team, and by the time they had
finished polishing off the Bon Homme
Cavaliers 74-46, there was little doubt
they are the team to beat.
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Livestock Outlook
A weak weather system crosses 
the region today. We will see 
increasing clouds and breezy 
winds. We also cannot rule out the 
possibility of late flurries.
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su do ku

Fill the puzzle so that every row, every column, and every 
section contain the numbers 1-9 without repeating a number.

© 2008 KrazyDad.com

Check tomorrow’s paper for the
solution to today’s puzzle.

Yesterday’s Solution

EASY

CH BOOK 43 #7

EA BOOK 43 #8
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 665-5700

SATURDAY’S RESULTS
DAKOTA CASH: 07-08-26-30-31.

Estimated jackpot: $20,000
HOT LOTTO: 02-06-18-28-35, Hot

Ball: 15
POWERBALL: 10-37-40-46-52,

Powerball: 12
WILD CARD: 06-15-20-30-33, Wild

Card: AC. Estimated jackpot: $230,000
PICK 3: 3-5-7

2 BY 2: Red Balls: 3-17, White
Balls: 4-17

MYDAY: Month: 3, Day: 27, Year:
54

PICK 5: 09-10-11-12-32. Estimated
jackpot: $158,000

SUNDAY’S RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 12-20, White

Balls: 1-17

Library Board Of Trustees Meet Wednesday
The Yankton Community Library Board of Trustees will hold its reg-

ular meeting at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 13, in the library meeting
room, 515 Walnut.

For further information, call 668-5275.

Figure-Skating Performance Set For Saturday
The Yankton Area Ice Association will host its spring figure-skating

performance on Saturday, March 16, at the Kiwanis 4-H Ice Arena in
Yankton. Performances begin at 6:30 p.m.

The theme for this year’s show is “TV-Land.”

HHS Will Have Dogs For Adoption At Events
Heartland Humane Society will have dogs available for adoption

at two upcoming events. 
Join the shelter in Vermillion on Saturday, March 16, from 10

a.m.-1 p.m. at Past and Present and celebrate the Animal Themed
family arts crawl. Dogs available for adoption will be at the store to
welcome the general public. Past and Present is located at 7 West
Cherry Street. 

Heartland Humane Society will also have dogs available to meet
at Tractor Supply Company in Yankton on Saturday, March 23, from
11 a.m.-2 p.m. TSC is located 2908 Broadway Ave. 

“Meet and Greets allow our dogs waiting for adoption to get out
into the public and make new friends,” said Kerry Schmidt, execu-
tive director at Heartland Humane Society. 

Schmidt encourages anyone interested in adopting an animal to
fill out an application prior to the Meet and Greet. You can pick up
an application at the shelter or find it online at www.heartlandhu-
manesociety.net.

For more information, contact Heartland Humane Society 605-
664-4244. 
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BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

The Yankton City Commission
will hear an engineering report
tonight (Monday) regarding the po-
tential for an estimated $28.7 million
in upgrades to the community’s
water system.

On the table are water treatment
plant improvements and the devel-
opment of a new source of water.

“This is probably the biggest un-
dertaking that I’ve been involved
with since being at the city,” Mayor
Nancy Wenande said during a media
briefing Friday.

In addition to the report from
HDR, Inc., the commission will con-

sider applying for approximately
$28.7 million in Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund Loan Program funds
at a rate of 3 percent for 20 years.

Wenande said nothing is set in
stone at this point, and among the
options being considered is a part-
nership with B-Y Water.

Although no one has forgotten
the lawsuit B-Y filed against the City
of Yankton several years ago and the
resulting settlement, she said offi-
cials from both organizations are not
letting that past dictate their future
relationship.

“B-Y has offered several different
scenarios to us, and we’re taking a
serious look at all of them,” Wenande
said.

City Manager Amy Nelson said
that, no matter what option is se-
lected, water users can expect their
rates to go up in the future to pay for
the developments.

“We have to be up front about
that,” she stated. “How that will look,
I don’t know. It’s a hard pill to swal-
low, but for water, I think people will
understand. They have to have it.”

In other business , the city will
consider a Meridian Bridge rental
policy and an agreement with HDR to
research issues related to solid
waste collection system.

The meeting gets under way at 7
p.m. in the City of Yankton Meeting
Room, located at the Technical Edu-
cation Center, 1200 W. 21st St.

City To Study Water Plant Issues Tonight


