
I Care! 
Students describe the

ways they care for the
planet. 

———
I can help the planet by

not littering. I will find a
trash can so no animals will
eat the litter. 

Aaron, 1st grade 

I care about the planet
because we need to have a
clean atmosphere to live. I
will help by recycling. I can
make jam jars into storage
jars by putting fresh picked
rosemary from the garden
into the jars.You can help by
using fabric napkins instead
of paper napkins. Also, you
can recycle objects because,
when you throw them in the
trash, they get buried into
the earth. Caring for the
Earth helps plants, animals
and us, too!

Clara, 3rd grade 

A way to help the planet
is to start warning people of
the effects of waste. When
you waste something like
food that’s been barely
touched, you could have
given it to someone who
would like it. Also, when you
throw away things, they
could be recycled and
reused, or used for art proj-
ects.To help the planet can
seem hard, but it’s not, and
all it needs is one person and
it could start with you. 

Le’Tasha, 5th grade 

I will clean up trash. I will
plant trees. I will make peo-
ple stop smoking. I will ride a
bike. I can care for the
planet.

J.T., 2nd grade 

How I keep the earth
clean is simple. First, I save
water by taking short show-
ers, turning off the water
when I brush my teeth, and
not throwing away good,
drinkable water. Next, I turn
off lights when my family
and I don’t need them. Also, I
recycle things like newspa-
pers, jars and boxes. Lastly, I
reuse things like a shoe box.
Wow, we can do a lot of
things! 

Maria, 4th grade 
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Oahe Reservoir Will Have Sufficient Water

PIERRE (AP) — The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers says there will be
enough water available in the Oahe Reservoir for local use despite a
continuing drought. 

KCCR reports that less water is expected in the reservoir because
of the drought and below-normal snowpack.

The corps’ Jody Farhat says more water will be left in the Oahe
Reservoir for the spring fish spawn.

Higher flows will be discharged from the reservoir later in summer,
but Farhat says there will be enough left for recreation and irrigation.

Farhat says decisions made will be made on water management is-
sues such as the extension of boat ramps.

The corps says winter runoff into the river above Sioux City, Iowa,
will only be 80 percent of normal for this year. 

One Of Mitchell’s Oldest Homes May Be Razed
MITCHELL (AP) — One of Mitchell’s oldest houses might be torn

down after being declared a nuisance by the city.
The Daily Republic newspaper reports that the city has filed a law-

suit seeking a court order to raze the property known as the
Goodykuntz House, which was built in the 1880s.

The complaint says damage caused by a 2002 fire has made the
house uninhabitable, and that debris has accumulated both inside and
outside the house.

The house is owned by Clarence and Lauretta Larsen, who deny the
city’s allegations.

Sexual Harassment Trial Under Way In S. Falls
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — The former co-owner of adult entertainment

stores in Sioux Falls and Tea is on trial, accused of sexually assaulting
and harassing employees.

Three women who worked for Annabelle’s Adult Superstore in
Sioux Falls and Olivia’s Adult Super Store in nearby Tea sued David
Eliason and the stores in 2009. Two of the women claim Eliason raped
them, the third says the harassment stopped short of assault.

The women are seeking unspecified monetary damages from Elia-
son for pain, suffering and loss of enjoyment in life caused by his al-
leged harassment, and from the stores for failing to take proactive
steps to prevent sexual harassment, the Argus Leader newspaper
reported. 

“These are adult book stores. There are no illusions about that. But
it’s still a job, and people still deserve to be treated fairly,” Aaron Eies-
land, one of the lawyers for the women, told jurors in opening state-
ments Tuesday.

No criminal charges were filed against Eliason, who currently runs
an adult entertainment store in Sturgis. He disputes the allegations and
is representing himself in the civil case, in which the standard of proof
is lower than the beyond-a-reasonable-doubt standard applied in crimi-
nal cases.

“You’ve heard some pretty horrible things about me today, but I
can assure you that these things are not true,” Eliason told jurors.

Attorney Michael Luce, who is representing the businesses, told ju-
rors they will have to decide not only if the allegations against Eliason
pass “the smell test,” but also whether anyone who invested in the
businesses should have suspected wrongdoing or acted to prevent
harm.

“They did not know,” Luce said.
The trial is expected to last through the week.

S.D. Man Found Dead In Burned-Out Home
NISLAND (AP) — A man was found dead in his burned-out mobile

home in the western South Dakota town of Nisland.
Firefighters recovered the body of Gerald Streb on Tuesday after-

noon. The cause of death was not immediately determined. The Rapid
City Journal reported that Streb was thought to be sleeping at the time
of the fire.

Another occupant of the home was away when the blaze broke out
but lost all of her possessions. The fire also damaged two vehicles and
destroyed a shed next to the house.

The state fire marshal will be investigating the cause.

BY JAMES MACPHERSON
Associated Press

BISMARCK, N.D. — The economic impact
of North Dakota’s oil industry has increased
nearly sevenfold between 2005 and 2011,
from $4.4 billion to $30.4 billion, according to
a study from North Dakota State University
released Wednesday.

The study, sponsored by the North Dakota
Petroleum Council, estimates each barrel of
oil produced in North Dakota generates
about $150 in economic activity.

The oil industry accounted for nearly
41,000 full-time jobs in 2011, about 9 percent
of the state’s workforce, the study said. The
oil industry accounted for only about 5,000
jobs in 2005, when North Dakota’s oil boom
was in its infancy.

North Dakota currently trails only Texas in
oil output. The state has risen from the ninth
biggest oil state just six years ago with im-
proved horizontal drilling techniques in the
rich Bakken shale and Three Forks forma-
tions in the western part of the state.

Gov. Jack Dalrymple said the study vali-
dates the contribution to North Dakota’s
economy. But the economic benefit has come
with increased crime, shortages of housing,

greater costs for road repairs and other infra-
structure improvements in oil-producing
counties in western North Dakota, he said.

“Oil and gas has had a very significant im-
pact on our state’s economy,” Dalrymple told
The Associated Press. “No question, there are
some challenges.”

Dalrymple’s $12.8 billion budget proposes
that $532 million in oil tax revenues be given
to oil-producing counties over the next two
years for infrastructure improvements and
other projects impacted by oil development.
The Republican governor’s plan also includes
171 new state employees, including more law
enforcement, court, health and regulatory
workers to monitor the growing energy indus-
try. It includes about $1 billion for road work
in western North Dakota.  

Dalrymple spokesman Jeff Zent said the
governor’s budget also allocates $214 million
in so-called energy-impact grants to commu-
nities affected by oil development.

Senate Minority Leader Mac Schneider, D-
Grand Forks, said the governor’s budget
doesn’t go far enough in addressing the im-
pacts that have come with oil development.

“This welcome development has come
with impacts in our communities that policy-
makers have yet to get a handle on,” he said.

“Those of us in the Legislature must do a
much better job of addressing the infrastruc-
ture needs and quality of life challenges fac-
ing western North Dakota.” 

Ron Ness, president of the North Dakota
Petroleum Council, agreed that the state
faces challenges keeping up with record oil
production.

“But every one of those challenges pres-
ents an opportunity,” Ness said.

The $30,000 study, by NDSU research sci-
entist Dean Bangsund and assistant professor
Nancy Hodurand, has been published every
two years since 2005. It examines gross busi-
ness volume of oil and gas production, explo-
ration, refining, payroll and other activity. 

Ness said 2011 was a big year, but it was
dwarfed by last year’s production.

“2012 was a very, very big year,” he said.
North Dakota oil drillers produced a

record 243 million barrels of crude in 2012,
up more than 90 million barrels from the pre-
vious record set in 2011.  North Dakota pro-
duced an average of 768,850 barrels of oil
daily in December 2102 compared with an av-
erage of 104,256 barrels of oil daily in Decem-
ber 2005, according to statistics from the
state’s Department of Mineral Resources.

North Dakota

Oil Industry Economic Impact Pegged At $30B

Minnesota

Gay Marriage Bill Survives GOP Move To Block
BY PATRICK CONDON
Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. — A proposal
to allow gay weddings in Min-
nesota survived several moves
by Senate Republicans Wednes-
day to block it, an early signal
the measure likely has enough
votes to pass on the floor.

Both on the Senate floor and
in a Rules Committee meeting,
Democrats who control the
chamber defeated a series of Re-
publican motions to postpone its
progress. Republicans said they
were simply seeking more infor-
mation about whether it would
cost tax money to allow gay cou-
ples to marry — in court costs,
state employee benefits and
other areas.

While the votes were proce-
dural, Republicans portrayed a
final floor vote as a functional
vote on gay marriage. That mo-
tion, which adds the bill to a long
list of bills awaiting action on the
Senate floor, passed 35-31. One

Republican senator joined all but
four of the chamber's Democrats
to keep the bill moving.

Sen. Branden Petersen, R-An-
dover, sided with Democrats
after previously revealing he sup-
ports legalizing gay marriage.
The Democrats who went against
the majority of their party all rep-
resent largely rural districts
where last fall's election results,
as well as more recent polls,
show support for legalizing gay
marriage is considerably lower
than in the Twin Cities area.

Those Democrats were Kent
Eken of Twin Valley, Lyle Koenen
of Clara City, Dan Sparks of
Austin and LeRoy Stumpf of
Plummer.

While the bill survived its first
challenge in the full Senate, that's
no guarantee of its ultimate pas-
sage there. At least one senator
who sided with fellow Democ-
rats, Rod Skoe of Clearbrook,
said he did so out of respect for
traditional procedure and didn't
know if he'd vote for the bill on

final passage.
"I'm undecided and even if I

wasn't, I wouldn't say yet," said
Skoe, whose district covers a
large portion of northwest
Minnesota.

The bill also has to get
through the House, where its op-
ponents have said they see a bet-
ter chance to defeat it. Senators
aren't up for reelection until
2016, while House members face
voters again in 2014.

House and Senate policy com-
mittees approved the gay mar-
riage bill Tuesday on party line
votes. Backers have said a final
floor vote wouldn't come until
later this spring, after both
chambers have passed the state
budget.

On Wednesday, Senate Repub-
licans produced a document they
said shows that authorizing gay
marriage could cost the state's
insurance fund over $600,000 a
year to provide coverage to
spouses of gay state employees.
They questioned whether it

could also increase court costs
or have other ramifications on
state spending, and said the bill
should be reviewed by the Sen-
ate Finance Committee, which
oversees spending.

"I think it's going to cost the
state of Minnesota a bunch of
money," said Sen. Scott Newman,
R-Hutchinson. "I think that im-
pact is going to be significant. If
I'm wrong, so be it."

But Sen. Dick Cohen, the St.
Paul Democrat who chairs the Fi-
nance Committee, said any costs
would be tough to estimate and
likely not very high. He said his
committee has rarely viewed the
fiscal impact of judicial policy
changes.

Gov. Mark Dayton has said he
would sign a gay marriage bill if
the House and Senate pass it.
Gay weddings would be allowed
starting Aug. 1 under the current
proposal.


