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 1101 Broadway Ste. 105, Morgen Square
 www.scott-family-dentistry.com

 You’ll see and feel 
 the difference...

 Experience Gentle, Personalized Dental Care For Your Entire Family!

 605-665-2448 

 • Eliminating or Reducing Pain
 • Affordable Prices 

 • Convenient Location
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 Cooking with Chef Staci 
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“It was there I learned the professional skills I now use daily,” Alissa
says. “I think of Cheryl and Terry Winter who coached me in middle
school and high school. Bob Beard, Mary Pat Bierle and Ted Powell are
others who come to mind. It’s often easy to minimalize the significance
of a good teacher, but ultimately we owe the most credit for our accom-
plishments to those teachers. I encourage students to never take their
education for granted.”

VanMeeteren is one of few women implementing the role of USD’s
SGA president. While she doesn’t see women as having superior ability
to serve in governmental positions, she also doesn’t allow her gender
to limit development of life goals.

“I really like the idea of leaving a legacy of attaining something that
was never done by a woman in the past,” Alissa says. “It’s important to
me to remember that I can serve as a role model to others and inspire
them to pursue their dreams.”

Throughout her college career, Alissa has kept the idea of balance in
the forefront. It’s a principle that was driven home at an early age by
her father.

“If I had a nickel for every time Dad said ‘balance,’ I could probably
pay for a semester of college,” Alissa says. “In college it’s really impor-
tant to balance academics, extracurricular obligations and your social
life. If you’re not able to do that, you’re going to have a difficult time.”

The idea of balance came back to Alissa again as she prepared to
campaign for election as SGA president.

“Nick Moser advised me before I decided to campaign that I needed
to make sure I was okay with the risk of losing the election,” Alissa
says. “It takes a special person to put themselves in the shooting range.
People do come at you. If you can cope with losing a risk, you really
have nothing to lose.”

In the years ahead, Alissa hopes to emulate the excellent parenting
skills she experienced in her home. She has enjoyed the opportunity to
“prove” herself and has learned a great deal from all the challenges that
opportunity brings.

“One of the great things about college is you get to make your own
decisions,” Alissa says. “That’s also one of the biggest challenges. You
have to make your own decisions. When you’re deciding which direc-
tion to take, you can’t rush it. It might take a year of college before you

know for sure what you want to do with your life. It’s okay to make
changes. I know now that I will never allow anyone to tell me what to
do in terms of education or career choices. Some of my biggest set-
backs in college came when I listened to others who thought they knew
what was best for me. I’ve learned that failures aren’t fun, but they are
the best learning experiences I’ve had.

“I have also learned not to underestimate my abilities,” Alissa adds.
“Don’t let anyone ever tell you a goal isn’t worth striving for or that
you’re not capable of achieving it. Let your dreams come from your
heart and drive your ambition.”

n by Loretta Sorensen
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