
By March, most Midwesterners will
cringe at the mention of snow, but
The Snow Child is a book that
could be welcomed into a reader’s
repertoire at any time of the year.
The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey is a
magical story roughly based on a
Russian fairy tale called The Snow
Maiden.  In the fairy tale, an old
couple is saddened by the fact

that they were never able to have children.  One night
they build a child out of snow. Their longing for a
child of their own is so strong that the snow child
becomes a real girl. Though there are many versions
of this fairy tale, the story usually ends sadly when
someone tries to force the girl to be something she is
not. 
In the book, Mabel and Jack, a middle-aged couple,

make the decision to move to the Alaskan wilderness
to live off the land after their dream of becoming par-
ents has not become a reality. Though it is obvious
that the couple still has a special love and tenderness
for each other, their heartbreak has caused a distance
and loneliness between them. On their new home-
stead, they face even more challenges in trying to
claim some of the wild land as their own and surviv-
ing the harsh lonely winters. One night in a moment
of lightness, the couple builds a snowman together,
tenderly giving the child delicate feminine
features, straw for her hair, and dressing it in
a hand knit scarf and mittens that were
meant for the child they never had. The next
morning all that is left of their creation is a
small pile of snow and a set of delicate foot-
prints leading from where the snow child
had sat and into the forest. 
As the days go by, they begin to catch

glimpses of a beautiful young girl running
through the trees. With time and patience
they draw the child into their lives, earning
her trust, and they begin to develop a great
affection for her. The young girl brightens
their lives, filling their hearts with love and
wonder, strengthening their relationship
with one another and their love for the land.
The girl is clearly most comfortable and
capable outdoors and seems “both powerful

and delicate, like a wild thing that thrives in its place
but withers when stolen away.” 
Though Mabel truly believes that she is a winter sprite
that has come to them from the snow, Jack takes a
more practical approach and is worried for this little
girl being in the wilderness alone. They are so desper-
ate to keep this miracle in their lives that they are will-
ing to accept all the mystery surrounding her.  They
do not pressure her for details about her past or
where she disappears to each night and where she
goes when she leaves them each spring. They learn to
love and cherish every moment they have with her. 

The Snow Child is a very well-written, captivating
novel. There is a sense of magic that runs throughout
the book. The characters are extremely relatable and
you find yourself hoping that this fairy tale will have a
happy ending for all. As the author describes a scene
in the book she says, “It wasn’t sorrow or love, disap-
pointment or knowledge; it was everything at once.”
This is a good way to describe the emotions of this
novel. 

The Snow Child is Eowyn (pronounced A-o-win)
Ivey’s debut novel. She was born and raised in Alaska
and continues to live there today. She began her
career as a reporter for an Alaskan newspaper and
currently works as a bookseller at an independent
bookstore.  She claims to love playing “matchmaker
between readers and books.”
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MINIMIZE TAXES &
MAXIMIZE SAVINGS

Roth IRAs, once reserved for those below a certain income level, are available
to everyone who desires tax-free retirement income. Options are available
to convert eligible retirement accounts into a Roth IRA. Not only will your
assets grow tax-free, but withdrawals would be tax-free*, too. I can help you
decide if a conversion makes sense for you. 

*Unless certain criteria are met, Roth IRA owners must be 59½ or older and have held the IRA for �ve years before tax-free
withdrawals are permitted. Additionally, each converted amount is subject to its own �ve-year holding period. Investors should
consult a tax advisor before deciding to do a conversion. Securities are offered through Raymond James Financial Services,
Inc., member FINRA/SIPC, and are not deposits; not insured by FDIC or any other governmental agency; not guaranteed by
the �nancial institution; subject to risk & may lose value. First Dakota National Bank and First Dakota Brokerage Services are
independent of RJFS. 
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