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fordable Self Storage (Services) 
$88.00, 27 Payees @ $10.00 (Jury 
Fees) $270.00, 22 Payees @ 
$50.00 (Grand Jury Fees) 
$1,100.00, 2 Payees @ $20.00 
(Witness Fees) $40.00, 4 Payees 
@ $2.96 (Juror Fees Mileage) 
$11.84, 1 Payee (Witness Fees 
Mileage) $10.36, 4 Payees @ 
$3.70 (Juror Fees Mileage) 
$14.80, 11 Payees @ .74 (Juror 
Fees Mileage) $8.14, 8 Payees @ 
$1.48 (Juror Fees Mileage) 
$11.84, 3 Payees @ $18.50 (Juror 
Fees Mileage) $55.50, 2 Payees 
@ $8.88 (Juror Fees Mileage) 
$17.76, 2 Payees @ $9.62 (Juror 
Fees Mileage) $19.24, 3 Payees 
@ $2.22 (Juror Fees Mileage) 
$6.66, 1 Payee (Juror Fees Mile-
age) $14.80, 1 Payee (Juror Fees 
Mileage) $8.14, 1 Payee (Juror 
Fees Mileage) $23.68, 1 Payee 
(Juror Fees Mileage) $7.40, Fox, 
1 Payee (Juror Fees Mileage) 
$12.58, 1 Payee (Juror Fees Mile-
age) $5.92, Fox, Youngberg & 
Lewno (Legal Assistance) 
$9,000.00, David Bergendahl 
(Grand Jury Testimony) $997.20, 
Certified Languages (Services) 
$207.90, Health Information Man-
agement (Services) $368.10, 
Hy-Vee (Supplies) $21.68, Har-
melink, Fox & Ravnsborg (Legal 
Assistance) $9,244.27, Knox 
County Sheriff (Services) $40.66, 
Kennedy, Pier & Knoff (Legal 
Assistance) $4,616.52, Lewis & 
Clark Specialty Hospital (Serv-
ices) $354.00, Gary Mikelson 
(Legal Assistance) $405.56, 
Maranatha Christian Counseling 
(Services) $175.00, Pollard & 
Larson (Legal Assistance) 
$1,302.30, Physicians Laboratory 
(Services) $940.00, Reliance 
Telephone (Services) $3.13, SD 
Department of Health (Lab) 
$682.00,Sanford Medical Center 
(Services) $3,796.76, Shepherd 
Reporting (Services) $91.40; 
Auditor: Collection Trust (Sup-
plies) $240.00, Knology (Utilities) 
$178.31, Mail Finance (Mainte-
nance) $121.87, MT & RC Smith 
(Liability Insurance) $505.00, Se-
curity Shredding (Maintenance) 
$87.50, Western Office Technolo-
gies (Supplies) $73.69; Treas-
urer: Knology (Utilities) $296.97, 
Mail Finance (Maintenance) 
$121.87, MT & RC Smith (Liabil-
ity Insurance) $505.00, Security 
Shredding (Maintenance) $35.00; 
Data Processing: Knology (Utili-
ties) $412.30; States Attorney: 
A&B Business (Maintenance & 
Supplies) $60.41, Culligan (Sup-
plies) $18.00, Knology (Utilities) 
$140.94, MidContinent (Utilities) 
$25.74, Purchase Power (Sup-
plies) $333.33, MT & RC Smith 
(Liability Insurance) $999.00, Sta-
ples (Supplies) $1,682.36, West 
Payment Center (Maintenance & 
Supplies) $656.47; Government 
Buildings: Ace Hardware (Sup-
plies) $11.77, City of Yankton 
(Utilities) $120.94, Knology 
(Utilities) $27.83, Otis Elevator 
(Maintenance) $689.43, MT & 
RC Smith (Liability Insurance) 
$9,891.00, Yankton Janitorial 
Supply (Supplies) $203.84; Di-
rector of Equalization: Ecowater 
Systems (Supplies) $20.00, Knol-
ogy (Utilities) $244.76, Mail Fi-
nance (Maintenance) $121.87, 
MT & RC Smith (Liability Insur-
ance) $1,357.00, Security Shred-
ding (Maintenance) $35.00, West-
ern Office Technologies (Sup-
plies) $16.58, Yankton Area Pro-
gressive Growth (Travel) $10.00; 
Register of Deeds: Knology 
(Utilities) $192.12, Mail Finance 
(Maintenance) $121.87, MT & 
RC Smith (Liability Insurance) 
$505.00; Veteran's Office: Knol-
ogy (Utilities) $29.07, Mail Fi-
nance (Maintenance) $121.87, 
MT & RC Smith (Liability Insur-
ance) $150.00; Court House & 
Safety Center: Ace Hardware 
(Supplies) $2.49, City of Yankton 
(Utilities) $917.16, Johnson Con-
trols (Maintenance) $131.07, 
Knology (Utilities) $273.97, Mi-
dAmerican Energy (Utilities) 
$3,627.86, Northwestern Energy 
(Utilities) $4,398.83, Ron's Auto 
Glass (Maintenance) $1,224.49, 
MT & RC Smith (Liability Insur-
ance) $14,312.00; Sheriff: Col-
lection Trust Publications (Books) 
$100.00, Knology (Utilities) 
$122.32, McLeod's Printing (Sup-
plies) $45.27, Pennington County 
Sheriff (Travel) $53.40, Purchase 
Power (Supplies) $333.33, MT & 
RC Smith (Liability Insurance) 
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$9,800.00, Verizon (Utilities) 
$98.46; County Jail: CBM Food 
Service (Meals) $3,972.36, Dia-
mond Drugs (Medicine) 
$2,715.38, HY-Vee (Supplies) 
$162.86, Benjamin Jensen (Serv-
ices) $267.00, Knology (Utilities) 
$61.66, Purchase Power (Sup-
plies) $283.34, MT & RC Smith 
(Liability Insurance) $3,694.00, 
Yankton Rexall (Medicine) 
$176.93; Coroner: Mark Nickles 
(Supplies) $.46, Arica Nickles 
(Supplies) $4.36; Care of Poor: 
Mail Finance (Maintenance) 
$121.87, Opsahl-Kostel Funeral 
Home (Funeral Expense) 
$1,250.00, Physician's Laboratory 
(Services) $34.02; Public Health 
Nurse: Knology (Utilities) 
$332.09, Mail Finance (Mainte-
nance) $121.86, MT & RC Smith 
(Liability Insurance) $144.00, 
Ambulance: AT&T (Utilities) 
$37.92, Sacred Heart Health Serv-
ices (Services) $1,500.00, City of 
Yankton (Supplies) $65.98, Credit 
Collection (Services) $872.72, 
Century Business Products (Main-
tenance) $35.00, Danko Emer-
gency Equipment (Supplies) 
$1,124.44, Justra's Body Shop 
(Maintenance) $362.00, Matheson 
Tri-Gas (Supplies) $67.83, MidA-
merican Energy (Utilities) 
$643.63, Northwestern Energy 
(Utilities) $637.74, Rescue Essen-
tials (Supplies) $17.99, MT & RC 
Smith (Liability Insurance) 
$14,299.00, Verizon (Utilities) 
$277.20, Jerry Webber (SD ALS 
Certificate) $75.00, Western Of-
fice Technologies (Supplies) 
$500.51, Yankton Janitorial (Sup-
plies) $100.28; Mental Illness 
Board: Norma Andersen (Hear-
ings) $45.00, Marvin Ekeren 
(Hearings) $30.00, Cathy Rehfuss 
(Hearings) $6.00, Lucille Lewno 
(Hearings) $1,073.59, Lewis & 
Clark Behavioral (Hearings) 
$2,086.00, Lincoln County Treas-
urer (Serve Papers) $65.91, Shep-
herd Reporting (Hearings) 
$123.20, Karen Swanda (Hear-
ings) $81.00; Senior Citizens: 
City of Yankton (Senior Citizens) 
$1,781.31; County Extension: 
City of Yankton (Utilities) 
$36.70, MT & RC Smith (Liabil-
ity Insurance) $1,404.00; Soil 
Conservation: MT & RC Smith 
(Liability Insurance) $3,017.00, 
Weed: Best Western (Travel) 
$189.00, City of Yankton (Utili-
ties) $54.64, MT & RC Smith (Li-
ability Insurance) $409.00, Tom 
Schramm (Travel) $48.00; Plan-
ning & Zoning: Patrick Garrity 
(Maintenance & Supplies) 
$273.50, Knology (Utilities) 
$50.21, Mail Finance (Mainte-
nance) $121.87, MT & RC Smith 
(Liability Insurance) $196.00, 
Verizon (Utilities) $30.76; Road 
& Bridge: AT&T (Utilities) 
$34.72, Bomgaars (Supplies) 
$78.91, B-Y Water (Utilities) 
$70.75, Battery Exchange (Sup-
plies) $471.90, City of Yankton 
(Utilities) $66.54, Century Link 
(Utilities) $45.35, Ehresmann En-
gineering (Supplies) $1,471.26, 
Brian Gustad (Travel) $210.79, 
Interstate Batteries (Supplies) 
$25.35, Knology (Utilities) 
$272.94, Kimball Midwest (Sup-
plies) $108.07, Rick Hlavac (Con-
struction Materials) $560.00, Mi-
dAmerican Energy (Utilities) 
$1,220.11, Newman Traffic Signs 
(Supplies) $1,704.28, Rose Equip-
ment (Maintenance) $1,895.95, 
MT & RC Smith (Liability Insur-
ance) $39,682.00, Truck Trailer 
Sales (Supplies) $13.94, TMA 
(Supplies) $1,267.76, Vander-
hule's (Supplies) $225.50,Yankton 
Redi-Mix (Construction Materi-
als) $500.00; 911 Fund: Cen-
turyLink (Utilities) $1,444.47, 
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Knology (Utilities) $61.66; 
Emergency Management: Ace 
Hardware (Supplies) $186.52, 
AVI Systems (Supplies) $199.27, 
Customer Preventive Maintenance 
(Maintenance) $1,077.82, Danko 
Emergency Equipment (Supplies) 
$268.84, Hy-Vee (Supplies) 
$20.99, Identisys, Inc. (Mainte-
nance) $1,277.00, MidContinent  
(Utilities) $8.91, MidAmerican 
Energy (Utilities) $48.43, Racom 
(Utilities) $30.60, MT & RC 
Smith (Liability Insurance) 
$1,448.00, Verizon (Utilities) 
$139.56, Western Office Tech-
nologies (Maintenance & Sup-
plies) $168.20; 24/7 Program: 
Purchase Power (Supplies) 
$50.00; Misc.: West Payment 
Center (Supplies) $5,182.65; 
Drainage Ditches: Pollman Exca-
vation (YC Ditch at Hwy 50) 
$3,726.83. Ambulance Refund: 
$80.00. Manual check not in-
cluded in totals:  TRK (Mainte-
nance - Data) $79.95. Total Gen-
eral Fund $143,448.18, Road & 
Bridge $49,926.12, 911 Fund 
$1,506.13, Emergency Manage-
ment $4,874.14, 24/7 Program 
$50.00, Misc. $5,182.65, Drain-
age Ditches $3,726.83. All present 
voted aye; motion carried.

Action 13100A/ROD: A motion 
was made by Moore and seconded 
by Sinclair to approve travel ex-
penses for Jamie Larson to attend 
an Emergency Medicine Confer-
ence March 15 in Sioux Falls; and 
for Brian Hunhoff to attend 
county officials training in Pierre 
March 20-21. All present voted 
aye; motion carried. 

Action 13101ROD/S/J: A motion 
was made by Johnson and sec-
onded by Sinclair to approve the 
February 2013 monthly report 
from the Register of Deeds; and 
the January 2013 monthly Sheriff 
and Jail report. The Register of 
Deeds collected $4,134.00 in 
transfer fees; $1,952.00 in copies 
revenue; and $14,670.00 in other 
fees during the month of February 
2013. Jail income was $39,517.76 
in January 2013. All present voted 
aye; motion carried.

A motion was made by Sinclair to 
adjourn.

The next regular meeting of the 
Board will be Monday, March 18, 
2013 at 3:30 PM in the Commis-
sion Chambers at the County 
Government Center. 

Bruce Jensen, Chairman
Yankton County Commission

ATTEST:
Lois Eli, Deputy Auditor
Published once at the approximate 
cost of $434.44.
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applying levies.
“Maybe we’ll have to take (the

money owed) out of our contingency
(fund),” Moore said.

In another case, commissioners
had to rescind a motion approved last
fall to institute a levy on Turkey Valley
Ditch Association members for main-
tenance of the drainage ditch. 

“The taxes were levied, we believe,
incorrectly because it was only levied
on properties that actually had the
ditch going through it,” Commissioner
Mark Johnson said. “Those taxes need
to be levied on everyone (in the asso-
ciation) equally. Since we can’t go
back and levy taxes on everybody
else, we need to rescind the motion
and abate the taxes for those who
were levied this year.”

Commissioners also approved a
motion to have the auditor’s office
send a letter to those landowners who
were incorrectly levied, informing
them that an abatement is available.

In other business Monday, the
commission reluctantly rescinded a
motion from last September to forfeit
the bond for Vermillion construction
company LRC, Inc.

It was awarded a $276,000 bid to
construct the Deer Boulevard Trail
from south of Highway 52 to the Mis-
souri River in August 2010. However,
the County Commission was not satis-
fied with the end result. One of the
largest concerns is soft spots in the
base that will likely lead to asphalt
failure.

The company had agreed to come
back in the spring or summer of 2012
to address the issues but no work was
completed.

Laurie Schultz, administration pro-
gram manager for the South Dakota
Department of Transportation, ad-
vised the County Commission Monday
that it should give LRC until July 1 to
complete the work. Doing so would
mean that the county had followed its
contract with the company to the let-
ter and, therefore, any risk of having
to pay back the sizable chunk of fed-
eral funds obtained to construct the
trail would be nullified.

The commission was vocal about
its displeasure in having to give LRC
another chance on the project. Moore
expressed his distaste by casting the
sole vote against rescinding the afore-
mentioned motion.

The commission also instructed
Johnson Engineering, its engineer for
the project, to create a list of items
LRC needs to address on the trail.

Also Monday, the commission:

• gave permission to Highway Su-
perintendent Brian Gustad to contract
with D-Ware, Inc., for up to $2,500 an-
nually for a cost accounting and asset
management program, as well as a
sign inventory, management and re-
porting system;

• was told by Gustad that spring
weight limits are now posted;

• approved an amendment to the
Yankton County Personnel Manual re-
lated to the Highway Department. It
makes changes that Gustad and the
commission believe will save money,
such as having the work week extend
from midnight Saturday through 11:59
p.m. Friday and allowing the superin-
tendent to send employees home
once a 40-hour work week is com-
pleted;

• announced that a hire was made
for the Auditor’s Office contingent on
a background check;

• approved an amendment to the
county burn ban ordinance;

• approved the issuance and sale
of bonds in the maximum principal
amount of $148,000 for work on the
Yankton-Clay County Lateral Drainage
Ditch No. 2; and

• renewed a contract with Hutchin-
son County for housing its prisoners.

You can follow Nathan Johnson on
Twitter at Twitter.com/AnInlandVoy-
age

ing in our home so Corey didn’t have
to be gone for a long time.”

The partnership between Corey
and the canine has gone much better
and faster than the Briests imagined it
would.

“There is an amazing bond be-
tween Corey and Baker,” Jenny said.
“(Baker) became an instant friend
with Corey and has gone most places
with him. He is very focused.”

While Baker has provided a new
avenue for Corey, the Briests haven’t
traveled an easy road.

Corey’s injuries left him legally
blind and affected his speech, balance
and short-term memory. After initial
treatment in Washington, Corey un-
derwent two years of stateside treat-
ment in Minnesota and California
before returning to Yankton.

Jenny remained with him through-
out his treatment, making occasional
return trips to Yankton. She credited a
number of caring professionals who
provided outstanding treatment.

While her husband’s life definitely
changed, Jenny also found herself be-
coming a more outspoken person. The
first challenge came immediately,
when she received assistance from
then-U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth San-
dlin (D-S.D.) in obtaining a flight to
Germany to see Corey.

Jenny continued to speak up for
Corey’s needed medical care. She
credited South Dakota’s senators, De-
mocrat Tim Johnson and Republican
John Thune, with providing assistance
and support.

“I’m not the same person I was be-
fore all this started. I went from being
quiet to assertive,” Jenny said. “A lot
of people say, ‘I’m not able to do this.’
But you are able to do it. You need to
step up and ask questions. You need
to fight for what you need.”

One of the biggest joys came when
the couple returned home for good in
2007. They were greeted at the Yank-
ton airport by hundreds of family,
friends and strangers. Corey received
a rousing ovation at the welcome
home ceremony in the Summit Activi-
ties Center gymnasium.

“We have a community like no
other,” Jenny said. “They welcomed
us and stood behind us.”

Corey also received his Purple
Heart, a long-awaited moment that
Jenny refused to compromise.

“They always wanted to present
Corey with his Purple Heart in the
hospital, but he was in a coma,” Jenny
said. “Corey earned this, and he de-
served a special ceremony and recog-
nition.”

The Briests were also greeted with
a new house in Yankton, built and fi-
nanced by $285,000 in donations from
across the nation. The effort worked
with the “Operation Opening Doors of
South Dakota” organization and re-
ceived national attention.

The new home accommodates
Corey’s accessibility needs, including
an elevator. Sen. Johnson, who suf-
fered a brain hemorrhage and faces
his own accessibility issues, toured
the Briests’ home and marveled at its
special features.

The Briests remain strong advo-
cates for all “wounded warriors.”
Through the years, the couple ap-
peared on CBS’ “60 Minutes” and “The
Oprah Winfrey Show.”

The Briests have also befriended
network television correspondent Bob
Woodruff and his wife, Lee. Bob suf-
fered traumatic brain injuries in Janu-
ary 2006 while covering the Iraq War
for ABC News. The Woodruffs wrote a
book detailing Bob’s recovery, and
they founded the Bob Woodruff Foun-
dation (ReMind.org) to assist
wounded soldiers and their families in
receiving needed care.

Lee spoke at the Goodwill Indus-
tries banquet in Sioux City in April
2008, where she met the Briests be-
forehand and recognized the couple

during the program. The Woodruffs
and Briests remain in touch.

“Lee’s my girlfriend,” Corey said
playfully.

Lee Woodruff has offered simple
yet life-changing advice about life’s
priorities, Jenny said.

“Lee said, ‘You learn to leave the
dishes in the sink. Your family is much
more important.’ She also advises you
not to go to bed mad or to sweat the
small stuff,” Jenny said.

Corey continues to receive physi-
cal, speech and occupational therapy
at Avera Sacred Heart Hospital in
Yankton. He takes training and works
at Ability Building Services (ABS) and
Truxedo in Yankton. He also takes
“Brain Power” classes that cover cur-
rent events and keep him mentally
agile.

In addition, Corey attends his chil-
dren’s activities and enjoys the out-
doors. He takes part in the annual
poker run and fireworks display dedi-
cated to a fallen Charlie Battery mem-
ber, Sgt. Richard Schild of Tabor.

Corey faces physical challenges
and becomes frustrated at times, but
he has remained seizure free for more
than two years, Jenny said.

“Every Dec. 4 (the anniversary of
the Iraq ambush), we celebrate
‘Corey’s Alive Day’ at our house,”
Jenny said. “We celebrate his achieve-
ments of the past year, and I thank
every day that he’s with us.”

Corey plans to stay active for years
to come.

“He plans to walk his daughter
down the (wedding) aisle some day,”
Jenny said. “He wants to be with us
every day.”

And every day remains a gift, with
no looking back, Jenny said.

“We can’t change the past,” she
said. “But we are focused on what we
can do to make it better for the fu-
ture.”

You can follow Randy Dockendorf
on Twitter at twitter.com/RDock-
endorf
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