
BY FRANCES D’EMILIO
Associated Press

ROME — U.S. student Amanda
Knox and her former Italian
boyfriend have to wait another day
to learn if they must stand trial yet
again in Italy for the 2007 murder
of her roommate.

Italy’s top Court of Cassation
put off until Tuesday morning its
announcement of its decision on
whether  to definitively confirm
their 2011 acquittals or throw out
those verdicts and order what
would be the their third trial.

Neither of the two came to
court in Rome on Monday to follow
the latest stage in their case.  Knox
was waiting for the decision in her
home state of Washington, while
her co-defendant and former
boyfriend, Raffaele Sollecito,
stayed in northern Italy to con-
tinue his studies. 

The court heard six hours of ar-
guments Monday and spent sev-
eral hours deliberating that and a
handful of other cases before an-
nouncing it would issue its deci-
sion at 10 a.m. (0900 GMT)
Tuesday.

Italian prosecutors have asked
the high court to throw out the ac-
quittals for the murder of 21-year-
old British student Meredith
Kercher and order a new trial.

Kercher’s body was found in
November 2007 in her bedroom of
the house she shared with Knox
and other roommates in Perugia,
an Italian university town with
popular with foreign students. Her
throat had been slashed. 

Prosecutors have alleged that
Kercher was the victim of a drug-
fueled sex game gone awry Knox
and Sollecito have denied wrong-
doing, claiming they weren’t even
in the house the night of the
murder.

The high court generally gives
its rulings the day it hears argu-
ments.  But prosecutor general
Luigi Riello told reporters that “in
very complex cases, it happens”
that the court takes another day.

A lawyer for Sollecito, Giulia

Bongiorno, said the delay perhaps
meant the court wanted ‘’more
time to reflect” before its ruling.  

Sollecito’s father shrugged off
the suspense. 

“We have waited so many years,
one night is not going to make a
difference,” said Francesco Sol-
lecito after some 12 hours in the
courthouse, most of that time
spent standing quietly in the back
of the courtroom during final pleas

by both sides. He said he hadn’t
yet spoken by phone with his son,
who was in the northern city of
Verona.

Knox, meanwhile, was waiting
anxiously in Seattle to hear if her
long legal battle was finally over, or
if another chapter still needed to
be written.

“She’s carefully paying atten-
tion to what will come out,” attor-
ney Luciano Ghirga told reporters.

“This is a fundamental stage. The
trial is very complex.”  Ghirga had
left the courthouse when delibera-
tions began. He had left for the day
by the time the court stunned fel-
low lawyers by saying they’d have
to wait another day.

Knox, now 25, and Sollecito,
who turns 29 on Tuesday, were ar-
rested shortly after Kercher’s body
was found in a pool of blood.
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Cyprus Central Bank To Impose Capital Controls 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — All banks in Cyprus except the two largest
will reopen for business Tuesday — more than a week after they shut
down to prevent a run by customers — now that the country has
clinched a vital bailout deal.

The central bank will impose some limits on financial transactions,
the country’s president, Nicos Anastasiades said, but assured the pub-
lic that restrictions would be temporary.

The decision that banks would reopen normally at 8:30 a.m. came
after an eleventh-hour deal to provide Cyprus with an international
bailout was clinched in the early hours of Monday in a Brussels meeting
between the 17-nation eurozone’s finance ministers.

All banks across the country had been shut down since March 16
while politicians set up the plan to secure funding for the bailout, after
lawmakers rejected an initial scheme that would have seized up to 10
percent of people’s accounts.

Politicians from Europe and Cyprus had been up against a tight
deadline. The European Central Bank had only agreed to extend emer-
gency funding to the country’s ailing banks until Monday unless an
agreement was reached. Without a deal, the banks would have col-
lapsed on Tuesday, dragging the country’s economy down with them
and potentially pushing it out of the 17-nation eurozone.

Kerry, Karzai Show Rare US-Afghan Unity
KABUL (AP) — Eager to overcome a bout of bickering, U.S. Secretary

of State John Kerry and Afghan President Hamid Karzai made a show of
unusual unity between their two nations on Monday. The friendly dis-
play came as the U.S. military ceded control of its last detention facility
in Afghanistan, ending a longstanding irritant in relations.

Kerry arrived in the Afghan capital of Kabul on an unannounced visit
amid concerns that Karzai may be jeopardizing progress in the war
against extremism with anti-American rhetoric. After a private meeting,
Kerry said he and Karzai were “on the same page” on security and rec-
onciliation issues and brushed aside suggestions that relations were in
peril.

Karzai infuriated U.S. officials earlier this month by accusing Wash-
ington of colluding with Taliban insurgents to keep Afghanistan weak
even as the Obama administration pressed ahead with plans to hand off
security responsibility to Afghan forces and end NATO’s combat mis-
sion by the end of next year.

At a joint news conference after their talks, Karzai told reporters
that his comments in a nationally televised speech had been misinter-
preted by the media. Kerry demurred on that point but said people
sometimes say things in public that reflect ideas they have heard from
others but don’t necessarily agree with.

Evidence Links Parolee In Corrections Chief Death
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP) — Gun evidence links a Colorado

parolee fatally shot in Texas with the death of Colorado’s corrections’
chief, investigators said Monday.

The El Paso County sheriff’s office said that “unique and often micro-
scopic markings” found on shell casings in Texas and Colorado leads in-
vestigators to conclude that the gun Evan Ebel used to shoot at
authorities in Texas was the same gun used to kill Tom Clements at his
home on Tuesday.

It had been known that the casings found at both scenes were of the
same caliber and brand but Monday’s announcement was the first time
Colorado investigators made a direct link between Ebel and Clements’
death.

What remained unknown though was why Clements was killed when
he answered his front door Tuesday night and whether Ebel acted
alone.

“There are no answers at this time surrounding motive and gaining
these answers could be a lengthy process for investigators,” sheriff’s
spokesman Lt. Jeff Kramer said in statement.

Central African Republic President Flees
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — The president of the Central African Repub-

lic fled the country for Cameroon after rebels overran the capital of the
impoverished nation long wracked by rebellions.

South Africa said Monday that 13 of its soldiers were killed in fight-
ing with rebels, prompting criticism about why its forces had inter-
vened in such a volatile conflict.

Ousted President Francois Bozize sought “’temporary” refuge on its
territory, the Cameroonian government confirmed Monday.

Central African Republic’s new leadership appeared fragmented,
with a split emerging in the rebel coalition that seized the capital.

Storm Dumps Snow Across Midwest, East Coast
HAMBURG, Pa. (AP) — Five days into spring, warm weather and

budding flowers were just a rumor Monday as the East Coast en-
dured another blast of winter.

A wide-ranging storm that buried parts of the Midwest weakened
as it moved east but still managed to carpet lawns and fields in a
fresh layer of white. Many schools opened late or closed early, and
hundreds of flights were canceled.

The cold temperatures and miserable mixture of snow and rain
had people longing for more agreeable weather.

“I’m ready for flip flops,” said Jessica Cunitz, 24 of Westchester
County, N.Y., who stopped at a gas station along Interstate 78 in
Pennsylvania to fill her overheating car with antifreeze. “It’s sup-
posed to be spring.”

In Maryland, Michael Pugh donned a wool coat, knit cap, water-
proof pants and heavy boots to trudge more than a mile through
four inches of wet snow to his bank in downtown Hagerstown, about
70 miles west of Baltimore. He pronounced the weather “dreadful.”

Girl Walks A Mile To Get
Help After Deadly Crash

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Law en-
forcement officials praised the
bravery and tenacity of a 9-year-
old girl who crawled out of a man-
gled SUV at the bottom of a
remote Southern California
canyon and hiked nearly two
miles to find help for her father,
who was pinned in the driver’s
seat following a rollover crash.

Celia Renteria was sure her fa-
ther was still alive when she
climbed up the rocky embank-
ment early Sunday, as tempera-
tures dipped into the 40s, said
California Highway Patrol Officer
Gil Hernandez. When officers re-
sponded more than an hour and a
half later, they found Alejandro
Renteria, 35, was dead.

“She was very courageous,
being able to walk through the
dark, through bushes and very
rough terrain to get help for her
dad,” Hernandez said. “Had she
just waited there, we probably
would not have found her until
the next day.”

The 2010 Ford Escape was
launched about 200 feet down
into the canyon along an isolated
stretch of the Sierra Highway in
the high desert of northern Los
Angeles County at about 1 a.m.
Sunday, the CHP said. The vehicle
overturned several times.

Celia managed to extricate
herself and walk through rugged
terrain to a nearby home, but no-
body answered the door, the CHP
said. Then she hiked up the em-
bankment and along the road to a
commuter rail station in nearby
Acton where she flagged down a
passing motorist at about 2:30
a.m. Sunday.

High Court Gay Marriage Tickets Costly
BY JESSICA GRESKO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The most expensive ticket
to “The Book of Mormon” on Broadway: $477.
The face value of a great seat for this year’s
Super Bowl: $1,250. Guaranteed seats to watch
the U.S. Supreme Court hear this week’s gay
marriage cases: about $6,000.

Tickets to the two arguments that begin
Tuesday are technically free. But getting them
requires lining up days or hours ahead, or pay-
ing someone else to. The first people got in line
Thursday, bringing the price of saving a seat to
around $6,000.

For some, putting a value on the seats is
meaningless.

“It’s just not possible,” said Fred Sainz a
spokesman for the Human Rights Campaign, the
nation’s largest gay rights organization, which
began employing two people to stand in line
Thursday.

The court will hear arguments Tuesday over
California’s ban on same-sex marriage. On
Wednesday, the court will take up the federal
Defense of Marriage Act, the 1996 federal law
that defines marriage as between one man and
one woman. Supporters and opponents of
same-sex marriage say the cases are so poten-
tially historic that they want to be inside the
courtroom to watch, no matter what the cost in
time or money.

Part of the reason the seats are so coveted is
the court doesn’t allow TV broadcasts of its ar-
guments, so coming in person is the only way to
see the justices at work. The court has said it
will release transcripts of the hearings as well

as audio recordings roughly two hours after
each case ends, but advocates say that’s no
substitute for being there.

Seats, meanwhile, are at a premium because
there aren’t that many. The courtroom seats
about 500 people, but seats are reserved for
court staff, journalists and guests of the justices
and lawyers arguing the case. After those peo-
ple are seated, there will be about 100 seats
Tuesday for lawyers who are members of the
Supreme Court bar and at least 60 seats for the
general public. An additional 30 seats for the
public will rotate every three to five minutes.
Tickets for all those seats are handed out on a
first come, first served basis.

For the most controversial cases, the line to
get those tickets can start to form about a day
before. When the court heard three days of ar-
guments on health care last year, the first peo-
ple arrived three days early.

This time, the line started even earlier. By
Monday morning there were more than three
dozen people waiting, even as snow was falling.
Several in the line said they were being paid,
while others included college students and a
substitute teacher. People in line said they
passed the time talking and reading.

There were games of cards and at one point
people watched the television show “The West
Wing” on one person’s computer. Those waiting
said they’d made friends, and they traded
watching each other’s chairs and sleeping bags
to go for bathroom breaks or coffee. On Mon-
day morning, one man came around offering
others donuts.

Donna Clarke, 62, of Mountain View, Calif.,
arrived Sunday night and was 37th in line. The
Army veteran who has been with her partner

for 27 years had intended to just be part of a
planned demonstration outside the court Tues-
day, but she decided to join the line when she
realized it might be possible to get inside.

“I think there’ll be a lot of my friends who
will be very jealous,” said Clarke, who intends
to marry her partner in Massachusetts before
they return to California, and said the Supreme
Court’s decision could be a “transformative mo-
ment” for the country.

Most of the people waiting in line are sup-
porters of gay marriage. But opponents, too,
said they intend to be at the court to watch.

Ken Klukowski, a lawyer at the Family Re-
search Council and a professor at Liberty Uni-
versity School of Law in Virginia, says these
cases are “not just major, not just blockbuster,
but historic.” Klukowski said he expects to be
getting up in the middle of the night to get in
the separate line for members of the Supreme
Court bar.

“No one knows how early but ridiculously
early,” Klukowski said.

For those willing to pay to get in, several
Washington services will hold a person’s place
in line. One company charges $36 per hour, an-
other $50, meaning the cost of a 5-day line
stander comes in at $6,000. John Winslow, the
operations manager of Linestanding.com, which
like most other line standing services is also a
courier service, said his service would be hold-
ing places for 40 to 50 clients, a number of them
lawyers. His group held about 35 places in line
for the health care arguments last year, he said.
Most people, he said, are starting their line
stander 24 hours before, so they’ll spend $864
to attend.

Knox Must Wait 1 More Day For Italy Court Decision


