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onstage athlete on tour. Since 2006
Halpin has transformed the singer
into a human jack-in-the-box, drop-
ping her from 80 feet and launching
her from bungee cords — and these
are just opening numbers. Silent
House has also been the creative
force behind recent tours from
Perry, Sade and Swift.

But when is it too much? The fe-
rocious choreography of Lady
Gaga’s recent tour led to a hip in-
jury that required surgery and the
cancellation of remaining dates.
During Pink’s 2010 Funhouse Sum-
mer Carnival tour the singer had to
be rushed to the hospital after she
was flung into the audience barri-
cade because of an improperly at-
tached harness. The risky stunt is
still part of Pink’s show.

“That injury was a very real in-
jury ... (but) if she does something
and it’s not physically demanding
enough or hard enough, she’s al-
most not interested,” Halpin said.
“That’s what keeps her live shows
interesting. She likes to test herself.
Her shows are tough because she
wants them to be tough.”

Others are willing to take risks
too. When Beyonce opens her Mrs.
Carter World Tour in April, fans can
expect her to fly above the arena to
a secondary stage. Swift’s current
Red Tour also sends the singer
soaring over the crowd.

Even Underwood brought spec-
tacle to her recent Blown Away
tour. The country-pop singer and
her band levitated over the crowd
on a glass-bottomed platform that
broke away from the main stage. A
previous trek included a dress that
served as a projection screen,
which allowed her to do the un-
thinkable — focus on the music.

“I just like to stand still and sing
sometimes,” she said after reusing
the dress for a recent Grammy pet-
formance. “So this was the best
way | could do that and still create
something very visually attention-
capturing and beautiful.”

Nearly 30 years into her touring
career Madonna is still breaking
ground, and last year’s MDNA Tour
saw the singer push physical
boundaries. Madonna tapped
Cirque du Soleil artistic director
Michel Laprise to direct the show
that was an astonishing display of
technological innovation that found
the singer engaged in near-extreme
sports that included scaling a wall
and slack-lining. At the center of
the production were 36 hydrauli-
cally controlled cubes, which
Madonna would jump on and strad-
dle as they rose and reshaped the
stage.

“Madonna is her own creation,
so [ could not give her an environ-
ment that would be fixed. It had to
be something that’s unpredictable
and surprising — like she’s been
the last 30 years,” Laprise said.

The over-the-top approach
worked. The concert was the top-
grossing tour in the States last year,
gg(s)gite tickets that cost more than
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Wachowski Bros. To Make Sci-F1 Series For Netflix

NEW YORK (AP) — Netflix's newes

nal series will be science fiction from the

duo behind “The Matrix” trilogy.

Netflix announced Wednesday that it will
stream “Sense8” late next year for sub-
scribers to its Internet video service, which
costs $8 per month in the U.S. The series is

the first foray into television for Andy

Lana Wachowski, the filmmaking siblings

who directed “The Matrix” and last ye
“Cloud Atlas.”

t origi-

Netflix Inc. described the 10-episode se-
ries as “a gripping global tale of minds linked

and souls hunted.” The show runner will be

and

ar’s

J. Michael Straczynski, creator of “Babylon
5,” which aired for five seasons in the 1990s.
By buying the rights to series that view-
ers can see only on its service, Netflix is
hoping to retain current customers and lure
new ones. Over the next few years, Netflix is
hoping to double or even triple its world-

wide audience from its current size of 33 mil-

lion subscribers.

The high hopes for Netflix's expanding
line-up for original programming is one of
the reasons the price of the company’s stock
has more than doubled so far this year. The

stock closed Wednesday at $190.24.

Netflix made its biggest splash with an
original series last month with the debut of
the political thriller “House of Cards,” star-
ring Kevin Spacey. This spring, it will pre-

and the resurrected comedy “Arrested De-

velopment.”

Without providing specifics, Netflix CEO
Reed Hastings has said “House of Cards” is
being watched by more subscribers than the

company anticipated. Netflix, which is based

miere the horror series “Hemlock Grove”
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that was almost universally
panned as drab and tentative —
and the star nevertheless de-
manded a raise in contract re-
newal talks, reports said. She
won't be back next year.

“Britney Spears on X Factor’
brought nothing other than her
fame,” said Yahoo Music manag-
ing editor Lyndsey Parker, who
writes a blog about music reality
shows.

Of course, those salaries pale
in comparison to that of Cowell,
who according to Forbes was
making at least $45 million per
year in his final years on “Idol.”
But some of the recent “Idol”
judges have been remarkably
well-paid considering their per-
formance.

Earlier this month Minaj, a
streetwise and eccentric pop-rap
diva making a reported $8 million
this season for her work on the
program, showed up nearly 15
minutes late for the crucial first
live telecast from Hollywood — a
notable misfire for a show that
prides itself on high production
values. She finally slid into her
chair during a commercial break
wearing a hoodie and novelty sun-
glasses, never addressing her tar-
diness.

But with so much money on

Fituge . deternit®

the line, executives may feel a
compulsion to exploit and cater
to their marquee talent despite
their repeated insistence that the
focus should be on the young con-
testants who are auditioning for
the big time.

Shortly before the “Idol” sea-
son premiere in January, reports
surfaced that Minaj and Carey
were feuding, a tale so conve-
niently juicy and gossip-ready
that many fans assumed it was
planted by the producers. Fox de-
nied that was the case, but the
damage may have been done.

“Someone at ‘Idol’ thought this
is how you sell reality TV: Women
fighting,” Parker said.

In a bid to reconnect with
younger viewers, “Idol” may also
have forgotten about its core au-
dience. As teenagers have drifted
off to other distractions, the audi-
ence has grayed, with a median
age this season of 47, flat with last
year.

Minaj is a popular, instantly
recognizable figure among
teenagers, but her quirks, wild
wigs and costumes — not to men-
tion her rap background — may
be a turnoff to older viewers,
many of whom were not previ-
ously familiar with her work and
have expressed their displeasure
on Facebook and other social
media.

Parker, who believes Minaj has
brought a welcome blast of direct-
ness and pop credibility to “Idol,”
nevertheless sees a problem: “A
lot of people see the reason the

ratings are going down is Nicki.”
Darnell, not surprisingly, does
not agree. He says the judges this
season are “doing excellent,” and
says the addition of this year’s
crop has helped the show attract
a younger audience (a talking
point that recent figures do not

bear out).

But the more important point
is that “Idol” is still hugely prof-
itable for Fox, and therefore it and
its imitators may be around for a

long, long time.

“These shows cover a lot of

problems for the network, be-

cause they cover so many hours

with pretty goo

numbers,” Darnell said. “It’s not
just the number. It’s the amount
of hours. And that’s why these

d or very good

shows are so valuable.

“You're still

them on than having them off.”

better having
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Thursday, April 18, 201

Riverfront Event Center, Historic Downtown Yankton
Doors Open 4:30pm

MOTORCYCLES

SERVICE CONTRACT ON SELECT MODELS

Open: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm

3609 W. 8th Street
Yankton, SD
605-665-7433

Saturday 8:00am-3:00pm
www.allseasonspowersportsinc.com

SSEme @YAMAHA

Professional riders depicted on a closed course. ©2012 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. - All rights reserved.

in Los Gatos, Calif., reportedly paid about
$100 million for the rights to “House of

Cards.” The second season of the series is
due out next year.

SEE THE HOTTEST NEW BIKES FROM YAMAHA AND STAR
JOIN US FOR FOOD, FUN AND PRIZES
BUY NOW RND GET A FREE SIX-MONTH YAMAHA EXTENDED

Dinner Served 5:00-7:00pm

Speaker 7:30pm at Dakota Theatre
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