
that was almost universally
panned as drab and tentative —
and the star nevertheless de-
manded a raise in contract re-
newal talks, reports said. She
won’t be back next year.

“Britney Spears on ‘X Factor’
brought nothing other than her
fame,” said Yahoo Music manag-
ing editor Lyndsey Parker, who
writes a blog about music reality
shows.

Of course, those salaries pale
in comparison to that of Cowell,
who according to Forbes was
making at least $45 million per
year in his final years on “Idol.”
But some of the recent “Idol”
judges have been remarkably
well-paid considering their per-
formance.

Earlier this month Minaj, a
streetwise and eccentric pop-rap
diva making a reported $8 million
this season for her work on the
program, showed up nearly 15
minutes late for the crucial first
live telecast from Hollywood — a
notable misfire for a show that
prides itself on high production
values. She finally slid into her
chair during a commercial break
wearing a hoodie and novelty sun-
glasses, never addressing her tar-
diness.

But with so much money on

the line, executives may feel a
compulsion to exploit and cater
to their marquee talent despite
their repeated insistence that the
focus should be on the young con-
testants who are auditioning for
the big time.

Shortly before the “Idol” sea-
son premiere in January, reports
surfaced that Minaj and Carey
were feuding, a tale so conve-
niently juicy and gossip-ready
that many fans assumed it was
planted by the producers. Fox de-
nied that was the case, but the
damage may have been done.

“Someone at ‘Idol’ thought this
is how you sell reality TV: Women
fighting,” Parker said.

In a bid to reconnect with
younger viewers, “Idol” may also
have forgotten about its core au-
dience. As teenagers have drifted
off to other distractions, the audi-
ence has grayed, with a median
age this season of 47, flat with last
year.

Minaj is a popular, instantly
recognizable figure among
teenagers, but her quirks, wild
wigs and costumes — not to men-
tion her rap background — may
be a turnoff to older viewers,
many of whom were not previ-
ously familiar with her work and
have expressed their displeasure
on Facebook and other social
media.

Parker, who believes Minaj has
brought a welcome blast of direct-
ness and pop credibility to “Idol,”
nevertheless sees a problem: “A
lot of people see the reason the

ratings are going down is Nicki.”
Darnell, not surprisingly, does

not agree. He says the judges this
season are “doing excellent,” and
says the addition of this year’s
crop has helped the show attract
a younger audience (a talking
point that recent figures do not
bear out).

But the more important point
is that “Idol” is still hugely prof-
itable for Fox, and therefore it and
its imitators may be around for a

long, long time.
“These shows cover a lot of

problems for the network, be-
cause they cover so many hours
with pretty good or very good
numbers,” Darnell said. “It’s not
just the number. It’s the amount
of hours. And that’s why these
shows are so valuable.

“You’re still better having
them on than having them off.” 
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BROADCAST STATIONS

 PBS
 KUSD ^ 8 ^

Arthur Å 
(DVS)

WordGirl 
Å (DVS)

Wild 
Kratts Å

The 
Electric 
Company

Martha 
Speaks 
(N)

Nightly 
Business 
Report

PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Washing-
ton Week

Need to 
Know 
(N) Å

McLaugh-
lin Group 
(N)

Market to 
Market Å

Michael Feinstein’s 
American Songbook 
(N) (In Stereo) Å

Michael Feinstein’s 
American Songbook 
(N) (In Stereo) Å

Charlie Rose (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Tavis Smi-
ley (N) Å

America’s 
Heartland

Michael Feinstein’s 
American Songbook 
(In Stereo) Å

 KTIV $ 4 $ Cash Cash Ellen DeGeneres News 4 News News 4 Ent Fashion Star (N) Grimm (N) Rock Center News 4 Jay Leno Jimmy Fallon Daly News 4 Extra

 NBC
 KDLT % 5 %

The Doctors (In Ste-
reo) Å

Judge 
Judy (N) 
Å

Judge 
Judy Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Big 
Bang 
Theory

Fashion Star Creating 
two separate garments. 
(N)

Grimm A defense at-
torney utilizes Wesen 
wiles. (N)

Rock Center With 
Brian Williams (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Late Night With Jimmy 
Fallon (In Stereo) Å

Last Call 
With Car-
son Daly

According 
to Jim Å

Paid Pro-
gram

 KCAU ) 6 ) Dr. Phil Å The Dr. Oz Show News ABC News Inside Happy Happy Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Paid Inside My Pillow Back 

 CBS
 KELO + 3 +

Dr. Phil (In Stereo) Å The Dr. Oz Show Dr. 
Sanjay Gupta; prevent-
ing a stroke.

News CBS 
Evening 
News

News Entertain-
ment 
Tonight (N)

Undercover Boss 
Fatburger CEO Andy 
Wiederhorn. (N)

Vegas “Little Fish” Dix-
on falls for Hollywood 
starlet Viola.

Blue Bloods A devout 
young woman is mur-
dered. (N)

News Late Show With David Letterman 
(In Stereo) Å

The Late Late Show 
With Craig Ferguson 
(In Stereo) Å

News omg! 
Insider 
(N) Å

 ABC
 KSFY ` 7 `

Jeopardy! 
(N) Å

Be a Mil-
lionaire

The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (N) (In Stereo) Å

KSFY 
News at 5 
in HD

ABC World 
News

KSFY 
News at 6 
in HD

Wheel of 
Fortune 
(N) Å

Happy 
Endings 
(N)

Happy 
Endings 
(N)

Shark Tank Gourmet 
meat business. (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

20/20 (In Stereo) Å KSFY 
News at 10 
in HD

Jimmy Kimmel Live (In 
Stereo) Å

Nightline 
(N) Å

Want more 
sex?

Extra (N) 
Å

Paid Pro-
gram

Paid Pro-
gram

 KMEG . 13 & The Doctors Å Jdg Judy Jdg Judy KMEG 14 CBS Jeopardy Wheel Undercover Boss Vegas “Little Fish” Blue Bloods (N) News Letterman Ferguson Paid Paid Paid

 FOX
 KTTW 5 9 _

Steve Harvey (In Ste-
reo) Å

Anderson Live (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

America’s Funniest 
Home Videos (In Ste-
reo) Å

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

Kitchen Nightmares 
Sam’s Mediterranean 
Kabob Room.

Touch Jake uses the 
cipher to find Amelia. 
(N) Å

The Office 
“Halloween”

The Office 
“Sabre”

Dish Na-
tion (N) Å

Friends Å Friends Å Baggage 
Å

Maury (In Stereo) Å Excused 
Å

Excused 
Å

 KLKN   The Dr. Oz Show Dr. Phil Å News ABC News Ent Happy Happy Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Katie Å Paid Dog
 KOLN   Ellen DeGeneres First Four Jeopardy 10/11 CBS News Wheel Undercover Boss Vegas “Little Fish” Blue Bloods (N) News Letterman Ferguson Paid Inside Weather
 KPTH   The People’s Court Maury Å Big Bang Two Men Big Bang Two Men Kitchen Nightmares Touch (N) Å News 30 Rock Office Office 30 Rock Mother Mother Paid Friends American
 KSCB  97 S Ade Winston Gospel Drenda Zola Lev. Creflo D. Jewish J. Hagee Parsley Joni Marcus and Joni Van Impe Franklin FLC Copeland Life To J. Meyer Sound EVO Ventures Marcus 
 KSIN  99 , Arthur Martha Wild WordGirl Curious PBS NewsHour (N) Inside Wash Iowa Pr’s Market American Songbook American Songbook Business Death in Paradise (Off Air)
 KXNE   ( Curious Super Arthur WordGirl Wild Electric PBS NewsHour (N) Home. Astronaut Wash Need Shakespeare In Performance... Time/By Served? (Off Air)

PAY CHANNELS

 HBO  17 (401)
››› “Dolphin Tale” (2011) Harry 
Connick Jr. (In Stereo)

Road to 
Donaire

› “Something Borrowed” (2011) Ginnifer 
Goodwin, Kate Hudson. (In Stereo) Å

›› “The Change-Up” (2011) Ryan Reynolds, 
Jason Bateman. (In Stereo) Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (N) Å

VICE Å Real Time With Bill 
Maher Å

VICE Å Lucky 
Louie

Lucky 
Louie

›› “Resident Evil: 
Apocalypse” (2004)

 HBO2 ››› “John Grisham’s The Rainmaker” ›› “Stuck on You” (2003) Matt Damon. Veep Veep Veep Veep ›› “Cowboys & Aliens” (2011) Å Game of Thrones ›› “Project X” (2012) Å Maher

 MAX   (420)
›› “Transit” (2012) Jim Caviezel. 
(In Stereo) Å

›› “Flight of the Phoenix” (2004) Dennis 
Quaid, Giovanni Ribisi. (In Stereo) Å

›› “Rambo: First Blood Part II” 
(1985) Sylvester Stallone.

›› “Rambo III” (1988, Action) Sylvester Stal-
lone. Premiere. (In Stereo) Å

The Jump 
Off

Sex 
Games

“Hypnotika” (2013) Angie Savage. 
Premiere. (In Stereo) Å

››› “The Long Kiss Goodnight” 
(1996) Geena Davis. Å

 MAX2 › “Wrath of the Titans” (2012) Å ›› “Two Weeks Notice” ››› “Bridesmaids” (2011) Kristen Wiig. (In Stereo) Strike Back Å Strike Bk. ››› “Die Hard” (1988) Bruce Willis. (In Stereo) “Sex Tapes” (2012)
 SHOW  18 (435) “Meet Joe Black” ››› “Fright Night” (2011) (In Stereo) “Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn” 30 Days in May ›› “Bel Ami” (2012) Å House of Lies Å Shameless Å Californ. 30 Days in May
 SHOW2 ›› “The Ninth Gate” (1999, Suspense) ››› “My Week With Marilyn” (2011) Untold History Dexter Å Dexter Å Dexter Å Dexter Å SuicideGirls: UK Holiday Å Hellraiser
 TMC ››› “Melancholia” (2011) › “Apollo 18” (2011) Å ››› “Fair Game” (2010) Naomi Watts. ›› “Drive Angry” (2011) Nicolas Cage. “Direct Contact” (2009, Action) ›› “But I’m a Cheerleader” “Stripped” (2002)

CABLE STATIONS
 A&E  57 I Shipping Shipping Shipping Shipping Shipping Shipping Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage
 AMC  41 V › “Death Wish 4: The Crackdown” Å › “Death Wish V: The Face of Death” ››› “Identity” (2003) John Cusack. The Walking Dead The Walking Dead Comic Freak Immortal ››› “Identity” (2003) Å
 ANPL  19 K Pit Bulls-Parole To Be Announced River Monsters Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked: Unfiltered Tanked (N) Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked: Unfiltered Tanked (In Stereo)
 BRAVO  25 W Matchmaker Real Housewives Real Housewives Real Housewives Housewives/OC ›› “The Break-Up” (2006) ›› “The Break-Up” (2006) ››› “Dan in Real Life” (2007)
 CMTV  38 Ω Redneck Vacation Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba True Blue: Ten ›› “Ace Ventura: Pet Detective” (1994) Cops Rel. Cops Rel. ›› “Miss Congeniality” (2000) Sandra Bullock. Fried
 CNBC  53 T Closing Bell Fast Mny Options Mad Money (N) The Kudlow Report Treasure Detectives The Car Chasers American Greed Mad Money Treasure Detectives The Car Chasers Paid Paid
 CNN  33 Q Jake Tapper The Situation Room (N) E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper Piers Morgan Live Anderson Cooper E. B. OutFront Piers Morgan Live Anderson Cooper E. B. OutFront
 COM  45 ≠ Comedy Futurama Futurama Sunny South Pk Tosh.0 Colbert Daily Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Work. Tosh.0 G. Iglesias: Fluffy ›› “There’s Something About Mary” (1998) Å ›› “The Girl Next Door”
 CSPAN  49 1 Politics & Public Policy Today Politics & Public Policy Today Politics & Public Policy Today
 DISC  34 L Yukon Men Å Yukon Men Å Yukon Men Å Yukon Men Å Yukon Men Yukon Men (N) Å Bering Sea Gold (N) Yukon Men Å Bering Sea Gold Yukon Men Yukon Men Å
 DISN  64 D ANT “Adventures of Sharkboy” Good Jessie Dog Dog ANT Jessie Gravity Phineas Dog Good Jessie Jessie Jessie Jessie Shake It Shake It Shake It Cheetah
 DISXD  65 (103) Phineas Kickin’ It ›› “Girl vs. Monster” (2012) Olivia Holt. Ninja Steel Slug Zeke Zeke Zeke Zeke Zeke Phineas Suite Life Fish Fish Buttowski Buttowski Fish Kid
 E!TV  51 Æ Celebrity Ooops After After The Soup E! News (N) Playing With Fire The Soup Fashion Police (N) Chelsea E! News Chelsea Fashion Police Chelsea Chelsea
 ENC   (480) ››› “Innerspace” (1987) Dennis Quaid. ›› “Cars 2” (2011) (In Stereo) Å “XXX: State of the Union” Å › “Jack and Jill” (2011) Adam Sandler. ›› “The Enforcer” (1976) › “Spill” (1996, Action) Å Laws
 ESPN  28 8 NFL Live (N) Å Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å NBA NBA Basketball: Thunder at Pacers NBA Basketball: Rockets at Trail Blazers SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2  29 9 Nation High School Basketball Around Pardon The Fab Five Boxing Friday Night Fights. (N) (Live) Å SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) NBA Fútbol Mexicano Primera
 EWTN  74 ± Catholic Cross Catholic Hearth Church Gallery Daily Mass Life on the Rock Campus Rosary Showcase Mary Women Daily Mass Life on the Rock Campus Defend
 FAM  62 H ’70s ’70s ’70s ’70s ›› “Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time” (2010) ››› “The Mummy” (1999) Brendan Fraser. The 700 Club Å Prince Prince Paid Paid Paid Paid
 FX  23 X Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Mother Mother Mother Mother ›› “The Green Hornet” (2011, Action) Seth Rogen. ›› “Tron: Legacy” (2010) Jeff Bridges. ››› “The Simpsons Movie” (2007)
 FXNWS  50 P Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report FOX Report The O’Reilly Factor Hannity (N) Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor Hannity Greta Van Susteren The Five
 FOXSP  35 ; MLB Baseball: Twins at Orioles Twins Spotlight Twins MLB Baseball Minnesota Twins at Baltimore Orioles. Twins Spotlight UEFA UFC Ultimate Submissions 2
 GOLF  55 (310) PGA Tour Golf LPGA Tour Golf Kraft Nabisco Championship, Second Round. Central PGA Tour Golf Valero Texas Open, Second Round. Central 19th Hole LPGA Tour Golf
 HALL  22 A Hap.Days Hap.Days Brady Brady Brady Brady Brady Brady “Return to Nim’s Island” (2013) Å Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Golden Golden Golden Golden Cheers Cheers
 HGTV  54 B Income Property Sell LA Sell LA Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Outrageous Bath Flea Mar Flea Mar Hunters Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Flea Mar Flea Mar Hunters Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl
 HIST  46 O Fort Knox: Secrets Revealed Å American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers
 KAUN  15 6 Movin’ On Naked City Tarzan Cis. Kid Hopalong McCoys Hillbillies Ozzie Highway to Heaven The Saint Route 66 Da Vinci’s Inquest Cold Case Files Cold Squad
 KWSD  12 . The Wild, Wild West Emergency! Rifleman Rifleman M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Bewitch Jeannie Mary Newhart OddCple Van Dyke Zone Perry Mason Å Kojak Gallery Mission: Impossible
 LIFE  58 = Flip This House Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Project Runway Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Hoarders Å
 MSNBC  66 R Martin Bashir (N) Hardball Matthews PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews The Ed Show (N) Rachel Maddow The Last Word Documentary Documentary Documentary Documentary
 NICK  32 E Parents Parents Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Turtles Turtles Turtles Turtles Full H’se Full H’se Nanny Nanny Friends Friends Friends Friends George George Lopez Å George
 RFDTV   (131) Brothers Country RFD-TV Live Farmwk. California Jimmy Wagoner Family Reunion JoeyRory Reporter TruCoun America Wst. Heritage Paid Paid Nashville American Brothers Country
 SOAP   (120) Beverly Hills, 90210 Veronica Mars Å Veronica Mars Å Young & Restless Days of our Lives General Hospital Young & Restless Days of our Lives General Hospital All My Children All My Children
 SPEED  63 < Barrett-Jackson Automobile Auction (N) (Live) NASCAR Racing SP Cen Faster Faster Barrett-Jackson Automobile Auction
 SPIKE  30 ¨ Gangland Å Gangland Å Gangland Å Ur. Tar Ur. Tar ›› “The Expendables” (2010) Sylvester Stallone. Ur. Tar Bellator MMA Live ››› “Red Dragon” (2002) Anthony Hopkins. (In Stereo)
 STARZ Zookee ››› “The Amazing Spider-Man” (2012) ›› “John Carter” (2012) Taylor Kitsch. (In Stereo) Spartacus: War Spartacus: War Spartacus: War ››› “The Amazing Spider-Man” (2012) (In Stereo) Vamps
 SYFY  44 N Warehouse 13 Å › “Case 39” (2009) Renée Zellweger. Robot Combat WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) Å Robot Combat Being Human Robot Combat Warehouse 13 Å Lost Girl Å
 TBS  36 Y Friends Friends Friends King King Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Fam. Guy Fam. Guy ›› “Due Date” (2010) Premiere. Office There There There There ›› “Head of State” (2003)
 TCM  76 U Shining › “The Toy Wife” (1938) ›› “Our Wife” (1941) Melvyn Douglas. ››› “Mildred Pierce” (1945, Drama) ››› “Stella Dallas” (1937, Drama) Å ››› “Penny Serenade” (1941) Å “Bachelor Mother”
 TLC  43 M Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Four Weddings: Un Say Yes Say Yes Borrowed Borrowed Say Yes Say Yes Borrowed Borrowed Four Weddings: Un Say Yes Say Yes
 TNT  37 [ The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å ›› “Clash of the Titans” (2010) Dallas “Let Me In” Monday Mornings ››› “Minority Report” (2002) Tom Cruise, Colin Farrell. Å
 TOON  42 F Incred Gumball Gumball Adven Adven Regular Regular Regular Cartoon Planet King/Hill King/Hill American American Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Squidbill. American American Fam. Guy
 TRAV  24 J Bizarre Foods Food Food Bizarre Foods Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures The Dead Files (N) The Dead Files Ghost Adventures The Dead Files The Dead Files
 TRUTV  52 Ø World Records World Records Cops Cops Wipeout “Rats!” Wipeout Å Wipeout Å World’s Dumbest... Most Shocking Most Shocking Most Shocking World’s Dumbest...
 TVFN  56 ? Sand. Sand. Sand. Sand. Diners Diners Restaurant: Im. Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners
 TVLND  47 G Griffith Griffith M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Cosby Cosby Golden Golden Golden Golden Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King King King Raymond Raymond Forever Young Å
 UNI   μ El Gordo y la Flaca Primer Impacto (N) Casa Notic. Corona de Lágrimas Porque el Am. Amores Verdaderos Amor Bravío (N) Impacto Noticiero Al Diablo Zacatillo, un Conducta Casa
 USA  31 Z Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene “Resident Evil”
 VH1  39 º Wicked Single Mob Wives Å Mob Wives Å ›› “Austin Powers in Goldmember” › “Black Sheep” (1996) Chris Farley. SNL-Farley Wicked Single Champs of Cute Champs of Cute
 WE   > Rose. Rose. Ghost Whisperer Charmed Å Charmed Å ››› “Working Girl” (1988) Melanie Griffith. ››› “Big” (1988) Tom Hanks, Elizabeth Perkins. CSI: Miami Å CSI: Miami Å
 WGN  16 2 Walker, Tex. Ranger Law Order: CI Chris Chris Funny Home Videos Mother Mother Mother Mother WGN News at Nine Funny Home Videos Rules Rules 30 Rock Scrubs 30 Rock Sunny
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 Thursday ,  April 18 ,  2013
 com e enjoy this 
 year’s speaker...

 Advance Tickets:   Only  $ 20
 Available at Hy-Vee and the Yankton Daily Press &  Dakotan until April 14

 Riverfront Event Center, Historic Dow ntow n Yankton
 Doors O pen 4:30pm  Dinner Served 5:00-7:00pm
 Booths O pen 4:30-7:00pm  Speaker 7:30pm  at Dakota Theatre
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Idol
From Page 5B

onstage athlete on tour. Since 2006
Halpin has transformed the singer
into a human jack-in-the-box, drop-
ping her from 80 feet and launching
her from bungee cords — and these
are just opening numbers. Silent
House has also been the creative
force behind recent tours from
Perry, Sade and Swift.

But when is it too much? The fe-
rocious choreography of Lady
Gaga’s recent tour led to a hip in-
jury that required surgery and the
cancellation of remaining dates.
During Pink’s 2010 Funhouse Sum-
mer Carnival tour the singer had to
be rushed to the hospital after she
was flung into the audience barri-
cade because of an improperly at-
tached harness. The risky stunt is
still part of Pink’s show.

“That injury was a very real in-
jury ... (but) if she does something
and it’s not physically demanding
enough or hard enough, she’s al-
most not interested,” Halpin said.
“That’s what keeps her live shows
interesting. She likes to test herself.
Her shows are tough because she
wants them to be tough.”

Others are willing to take risks
too. When Beyonce opens her Mrs.
Carter World Tour in April, fans can
expect her to fly above the arena to
a secondary stage. Swift’s current
Red Tour also sends the singer
soaring over the crowd.

Even Underwood brought spec-
tacle to her recent Blown Away
tour. The country-pop singer and
her band levitated over the crowd
on a glass-bottomed platform that
broke away from the main stage. A
previous trek included a dress that
served as a projection screen,
which allowed her to do the un-
thinkable — focus on the music.

“I just like to stand still and sing
sometimes,” she said after reusing
the dress for a recent Grammy per-
formance. “So this was the best
way I could do that and still create
something very visually attention-
capturing and beautiful.”

Nearly 30 years into her touring
career Madonna is still breaking
ground, and last year’s MDNA Tour
saw the singer push physical
boundaries. Madonna tapped
Cirque du Soleil artistic director
Michel Laprise to direct the show
that was an astonishing display of
technological innovation that found
the singer engaged in near-extreme
sports that included scaling a wall
and slack-lining. At the center of
the production were 36 hydrauli-
cally controlled cubes, which
Madonna would jump on and strad-
dle as they rose and reshaped the
stage.

“Madonna is her own creation,
so I could not give her an environ-
ment that would be fixed. It had to
be something that’s unpredictable
and surprising — like she’s been
the last 30 years,” Laprise said.

The over-the-top approach
worked. The concert was the top-
grossing tour in the States last year,
despite tickets that cost more than
$300.

Divas
From Page 6B

NEW YORK (AP) — Netflix’s newest origi-
nal series will be science fiction from the
duo behind “The Matrix” trilogy.

Netflix announced Wednesday that it will
stream “Sense8” late next year for sub-
scribers to its Internet video service, which
costs $8 per month in the U.S. The series is
the first foray into television for Andy and
Lana Wachowski, the filmmaking siblings
who directed “The Matrix” and last year’s
“Cloud Atlas.” 

Netflix Inc. described the 10-episode se-
ries as “a gripping global tale of minds linked
and souls hunted.” The show runner will be
J. Michael Straczynski, creator of “Babylon
5,” which aired for five seasons in the 1990s.

By buying the rights to series that view-
ers can see only on its service, Netflix is
hoping to retain current customers and lure
new ones. Over the next few years, Netflix is
hoping to double or even triple its world-
wide audience from its current size of 33 mil-

lion subscribers.
The high hopes for Netflix’s expanding

line-up for original programming is one of
the reasons the price of the company’s stock
has more than doubled so far this year. The
stock closed Wednesday at $190.24.

Netflix made its biggest splash with an
original series last month with the debut of
the political thriller “House of Cards,” star-
ring Kevin Spacey. This spring, it will pre-
miere the horror series “Hemlock Grove”

and the resurrected comedy “Arrested De-
velopment.”

Without providing specifics, Netflix CEO
Reed Hastings has said “House of Cards” is
being watched by more subscribers than the
company anticipated. Netflix, which is based
in Los Gatos, Calif., reportedly paid about
$100 million for the rights to “House of
Cards.” The second season of the series is
due out next year.

Wachowski Bros. To Make Sci-Fi Series For Netflix

 2912 Piper Street  Located East of Yankton Bowl

 Unit Sizes

     •10x10

     •10x15

     •10x20

     •10x25

 •24 Hour Access

 •Security Lighting

 •Concrete Driveways

 •Accept all major

  credit cards

 Kenneth: 661-4952
                 665-8387

 Raliegh: 665-7993
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