
BY ANDREW ATWAL
andrew.atwal@yankton.net

A National Park Service (NPS)
report for 2011 shows how much
economic benefits the Missouri
National Recreational River
(MNRR) has on the area.

The park is a stretch of free-
flowing river that runs in two seg-
ments: a 39-mile stretch between
the Fort Randall Dam and the Nio-
brara River and a 59-mile stretch
from the Gavins Point Dam to
Ponca State Park.

The study shows that the
MNRR drew 179,783 visitors to
the park who subsequently spent
more than $9 million during their
stay in Yankton. Non-local visitors
— those outside a 60-mile radius
of the park — spent more than
$8.5 million during their stays. 

The report estimates that total
visitor spending led to a creation
of about 140 jobs for the region.

Most of the visitor spending
came on lodging, food and bever-
age service (63 percent); recre-
ation and entertainment while in
the area (17 percent); other retail

(11 percent); transportation and
fuel (7 percent); and wholesale
and manufacturing (2 percent).

The sister park of the MNRR in
Niobrara drew 65,000 visitors and
created around $3.3 million in
local economic benefit.

In comparison, Mount Rush-
more had about 2 million visitors
in 2011, creating around $74 mil-
lion in local economic benefit.

“We want to bring in visitors to
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Happy
Easter!

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first
in a series of stories profiling the
seven candidates running for the
Yankton City Commission. The elec-
tion is April 9.

———
Name: Thomas J. Bixler
Family: Mother — Barbara,

Brother — Matthew,
(both live in Yank-
ton), Sister — Sarah
(lives in Wisconsin)

Education/Occu-
pation: 2000 YHS
Graduate, Assembly
Worker-Ability Build-
ing Services

Web Site: bix-
man712000@hot-
mail.com or Thomas
Bixler@Facebook

———
1. Why do you want to be a city

commissioner? 
First, I love public service. Some

people think of being a public ser-
vant and being a politician as one
and the same because, in both
cases, you must convince your con-
stituents to cast their vote for you.
The big difference is that a politi-
cian cares more about getting
elected or re-elected than doing the
job they were elected to. A public
servant knows where they come
from, what their job is, and who
they work for. As a former member
of the Park Advisory Board, the
Mayor’s ADA Advisory Committee
and the Mayor’s Commission for
Reconciliation, I always knew my
employers were the people of Yank-
ton. Second, I have lived here since
1990. I received my high school edu-
cation here. Now, I want to give
something back to the community.

2. The city is investigating the
potential for approximately $28
million in upgrades to its water
treatment and water intake facili-
ties. What are your thoughts on
this process so far, and what would
be the best way to go about fund-
ing such a large investment? Are
these upgrades needed? 

Yes. However, $28 million is not
an amount we can easily just peel
off a roll of dollar bills and then say
to HDR, “Here’s every cent you

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

yle Jensen will soon lose a
member of his family, and
he can do little about it.

Jensen farms south of
Meckling, and the property
includes a brick barn be-
lieved to be roughly 135
years old. The barn reflects

the style and material used by Danish set-
tlers along the Missouri River bottom.

The barn has fallen into disrepair, even
though made of brick. Jensen believes the
time has come to demolish the structure for
a number of reasons.

“The reason I’m getting rid of the barn —
I rent out the property and I’ve got liability
if the barn collapses,” he said. “Not just a
couple of people have told me that it would
cost $200,000 to $300,000 to save it.”

The barn contains the numbers 1, 8, 7 and
8 staggered across the front, leading Jensen
to believe the structure was completed in
1878. The date would mesh with other area
structures and settlements, he said.

The barn was originally owned by Danish
settler Calle Nissen Johnsen and represented
the Danish tradition with the house at the
end of the barn, he said. Jensen purchased
the barn from one of Johnsen’s descendants.

In constructing the barn, Johnsen — and
other settlers — took advantage of the avail-
able building material reminiscent of their
homeland, Jensen added.

“They would typically build with brick in
Denmark because they didn’t have much
wood,” Jensen said. “When they arrived (in
Clay County), they made the bricks right
here. Up on the bluff, there’s a lot of rock.
From the stories I heard, a guy from Denmark
had his own crew with him, and they made
the bricks for that barn.”

Jensen’s barn also contains an arched en-
trance, giving the structure both a unique
look and a sense of openness and practical-
ity.

The brick barn has lasted much longer
than many wood barns, according to
Jensen’s father, Ernie Jensen. He spoke in
awe of the intense manual labor and very
few tools used in constructing the brick
barn and other early structures.

“They didn’t mass produce a lot of build-
ings (in the settlers’ day) like they do now,”
Ernie said.

However, even well-built barns are be-

A Vanishing Heritage

Green Out: Yankton County
Court Records Go Digital
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Conversion Part Of State-Wide Transition For Court Services

KELLY HERTZ/P&D

Yankton County Clerk of Courts Jody Johnson demon-
strates the public terminal for the new digital data-
base system for the county. It’s part of an ongoing
statewide transition that began in 2011 to convert the
old case management systems to a digital format. The
process is expect to be completed this summer.

YANKTON RECYCLING NEXT WEEK:

NORTH
OF 15TH STREET

*  *  *

BY DEREK BARTOS
derek.bartos@yankton.net

Goodbye, green computer screen. Hello, technology
of today.

The Yankton County Clerk of Court’s office said
farewell to its outdated case management system earlier
this month, replacing it with a new digital record-keep-
ing system. Yankton joined 13 other counties in the First
Judicial Circuit and 14 counties in the Sixth Circuit in
making the switch at that time.

“The new system is going to be great. It’s going to in-
crease efficiency for us and court users,” said Kim Alli-
son, First Judicial Circuit administrator. “The old system
was so outdated. It was green screens and codes and PF
keys, and it didn’t have the capabilities of allowing us to
do scanning and e-filing. It was extremely antiquated.”

The new system, known as Odyssey, replaces various
legacy systems that have been in use since the 1980s.

According to Kent Grode, IT director for the South
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Study Shows MNRR Economic Impact

KELLY HERTZ/P&D

This boater took advantage of Friday’s warm tem-
peratures to enjoy some of the offerings of the Mis-
souri River at Yankton. A recent study showed the
enormous economic impact of the Missouri National
Recreational River, a two-segment national park
that is managed by the National Park Service.

“There are only 400
(national parks) in the
entire country. The re-
gion gets a lot of eco-
nomic, recreational and
scenic benefits as a re-
sult of having the na-
tional park right in
town.”

STEVEN MIETZ
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Frontier-Era Barn
Near Meckling May

Soon Disappear
Into History
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Kyle Jensen (right) and his father, Ernie Jensen, stand in front of Kyle’s brick barn south of Meckling. The barn, built by a Danish
settler and believed to have been completed in 1878, will soon be demolished because of its deterioration and liability concerns.


