
DEAR ABBY: There’s this guy I like, “Joey.” My sis-
ter likes him, too. Joey and I are not dating, although
we are very close friends. My sister (of course) de-
cided to ask him out on a date. I’m so upset with her.
It has been two days since their date
and I’m still not talking to her. 

I can’t believe she asked him out
when she knew I was about to. I don’t
want to ruin our relationship, but Joey
is now into her. Please give me some
advice before I do something terribly
wrong. — CAN’T TAKE IT IN FLORIDA 

DEAR CAN’T TAKE IT: If your sister
jumped in knowing you were interested
in Joey, it was sneaky and wrong. But
you have nothing to gain by declaring
war over it. Keep your options open
and bide your time. With luck, their ro-
mance will blow over — and when it
does, if you have maintained your posi-
tion as Joey’s “close friend,” you can
make your move then. It may take
nerves of steel, but I have faith in you,
and it will be worth it in the long run. 

———
DEAR ABBY: My niece is being mar-

ried soon on the East Coast. My hus-
band and our two teenaged children
have been invited to attend. We cannot
afford the multiple airfares and the cost
of hotel accommodations that attend-
ing this wedding would require. 

We don’t look poor and we don’t act poor, but
money is very tight right now because we’re paying
for the last semester of our third child’s college tu-
ition. I had already sent a lovely shower gift to my
niece.  

How can we gracefully decline the invitation with-
out offending anyone? We also have household re-
pairs that have to be attended to. — JUST DON’T
HAVE IT IN SAN DIEGO 

DEAR JUST DON’T HAVE IT: As I see it, you have
two choices — respond by saying you have a “con-
flict,” or tell these relatives you would love to be

there, but with the cost of a college education these
days, you can’t swing it. (I vote for the latter.) 

——— 
DEAR ABBY: I lost my mom last year. It was unex-

pected, and my father and I are still
hurting. Mom had a friend who never
fails to tell me how the loss of her
mother and her husband was much
more painful for her than my loss. Every
time I have the unfortunate luck of an-
swering the phone when she calls, she’ll
ask how I’m doing, then launch into how
hard it was on her and I don’t know the
true pain that she does.  

I am sick of people telling me they
understand how I feel and what I’m
going through. No one knows the depth
of what I’m experiencing, except maybe
my sibling. I moved back home to take
care of my wonderful mother. She was
my best friend. I could tell her anything
and she was never judgmental. I love her
and I hurt from her loss.  

Please tell people when offering con-
dolences to just listen and be there.
That’s what anyone who suffers a loss
needs more than anything. Do not com-
pare your pain to theirs.  

And Abby, please know how sorry I
am for the loss of your own dear mother,
and thank you for letting me vent. —
HOLE IN MY HEART IN OCEAN SPRINGS,

MISS. 
DEAR HOLE IN YOUR HEART: I’m sorry for your

loss, too, and you’re welcome. Please know that no
rule of etiquette says you have to listen to that
woman’s insensitive prattle. The next time she starts,
it is perfectly acceptable to stop her cold and tell her
that when she compares her pain to yours she is being
insensitive, and that if she does it one more time you
will hang up. Clearly, she is not calling to see how
you’re doing; she is calling to dump. There are times
when you must protect yourself, and this is one of
them. 
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A baby born today has a Sun in Aries and a Moon in
Scorpio if born before 8:13 p.m. (PDT). Afterward, the
Moon will be in Sagittarius.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 2013:
This year you often have to redo conversations or re-

peat your point over and over again. Some of you might
decide to sign up for a class in communication, while oth-
ers simply will go with the flow. One-on-one interactions
will be highlighted. If you are single, you can work with
nearly anyone, but take your time and wait for the right
person. If you are attached, you seem to be able to com-
municate on many levels. SAGITTARIUS often invites you
on his or her adventures.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll Have: 5-Dy-
namic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19)
HHHHH Close relating seems right and fulfilling. You

are unable to proceed any further without some R and R.
Have a conversation with a loved one and assess your
situation. What you think is about to happen might evolve
into an entirely new situation. Tonight: With your circle of
friends.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20)
HHHHH Defer to a partner. This person will enjoy

your attitude and feel special. Don’t let a power struggle
become predominant; otherwise, you could ruin a close-
to-perfect day. Conversations had today will happen
again. Just observe. Tonight: The more friends and family,
the better.

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20)
HHHH Slow down, and get some much-needed R

and R. You might be confused as to which way you should
turn in a situation. Enjoy a sense of new beginnings and
different possibilities. Tackle your taxes and/or eliminate
some extra work. Tonight: Aren’t you a party animal?

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22)
HHHHH Express your caring in a spontaneous, loving

manner. What occurs could be quite different if you sud-
denly become stoic. A loved one could adore your expres-
sive mood, and he or she will be more expressive as a
result. You’ll solve many problems. Tonight: Fun and games.

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22)
HHHHYou’re typically not a stick in the mud, but

right now, you could be mistaken for one. You’ll consider
making a change in your personal life, and you actually
might decide to follow through on it later. Honor your
needs. Tonight: Respond to an enticing invitation.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22)
HHHH Keep conversations moving by nodding more

and making less critical comments. You could be amazed
at what happens. Your sense of direction takes you down
a new path. Others might make remarks about your new-
found changeability. Tonight: Hang out with friends.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22)
HHHH Going overboard or developing a devil-may-

care attitude will have its ramifications. Be aware of what
your limits are. You can indulge only so much. Stay close
to home in any case -- you will be happier in the long run.
Tonight: A conversation could be very informative.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21)
HHHHHYou will toss yourself 110 percent into what-

ever you do. Your charisma and high energy attract many
people. Knowing what you want as well as which way you
should go will be instrumental to the outcome. You don’t
need to make any announcements. Tonight: Your treat.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21)
HHH Know that you need some time to yourself to

re-energize, get some R and R and/or take care of a proj-
ect. Make plans for later in the day when you feel far more
upbeat. After a break from the here-and-now, you will feel
much more relaxed. Tonight: You are feeling your
Wheaties.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19)
HHHHH Join friends, go to a game or do some

shopping. You are happiest when you’re with others. You
don’t need to pressure yourself in the way you have in the
past. Go with the flow. Meet up with loved ones if you
want your day to sparkle. Tonight: Play it low-key.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18)
HHHH Others have many expectations of you, and

you also have expectations of yourself. Know that you will
be able to meet them, no matter what. Your sense of re-
sponsibility makes others feel secure. Make plans for late
in the day. Tonight: Let the good times happen.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20)
HHHHH Choose a fun activity or pastime that allows

you to escape the here-and-now. Take a day trip to a fa-
vorite place, for example. Call a close friend or loved one
to join you. The more adventuresome you are, the more
fun that will be possible. Tonight: Others follow your lead.

    EDITOR’S NOTE: Bigar’s Stars is based on the de-
gree of your sun at birth. The sign name is simply a label
astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For
best results, readers should refer to the dates following
each sign.

———
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