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1790 Lawn - Garden
Sears Craftsman 46 inch 
deck, 21 HP Briggs and 
Straton turn tight hydro-
static riding lawn mower. 6 
Bushel 2 bin soft bagger, 
extra new blade, used 2 
and a half summers. 
$1,350 firm. 

Craftsman 33 inch, 357cc 
dual stage snowblower 
with EZ steer, heated hand 
grips, electric start, used 
less that 8 hours. $1,250 
firm. 

Both for $2,400 firm. Call 
(605)661-0321.

1820 Give Aways
Free: M Microfilm machine 
call (605)665-3898 for more in-
formation.

1840 Lost and Found
Found: Set of keys at 
Koletzky Implement. Call 
(605)665-3872 to identify.

1850 Agriculture

Pasture wanted, family
owned farm/ranch operation lo-
cated in North Central Ne-
braska with 1,000 head cow 
heard is looking for pasture to 
lease for 100 pair up to 1,000 
pair. Would also be interested 
in leasing a ranch on a long 
term contract. Please call 
(402)270-0132.

Want to Rent: Pasture for 25 
head of cattle within 30 miles 
of Yankton. Call Jim 
(605)665-9441 days; Martha 
(605)660-9919.

Wanted: Pasture land to buy 
for my tame cattle. Need at 
least 35 acres to 80 acres with 
water source. Jim 
(605)665-9441 days; Martha 
(605)660-9919.

2000 Notices

YOU MAY NOW COME IN 
THE PRESS & DAKOTAN 

AND PICK UP YOUR
BEAUTIFUL BABY

PICTURES.
MONDAY- FRIDAY 

BETWEEN THE 
HOURS OF 8AM-5PM.

ANY PICTURES  LEFT IN 
OUR OFFICE AFTER 
APRIL 1st WILL BE 

DISPOSED OF.

2010 Legal and Public
Notices

3+3-15
For sale by high sealed bid by the 
State of South Dakota: Approx.  
450 gallons of Diesel Dyed L/S 
#2 fuel at the South Dakota Hu-
man Services Center, Yankton, 
SD. Fuel is to be bid per gallon, 
removed. Bids due: 2:00 P.M. 
CDT Thursday, March 20, 2014. 
For bid information: 
http://boa.sd.gov/divisions/prop-
erty/ : SD Property Management, 
1320 E Sioux Ave, Pierre, SD, 
605-773-4935.

Dakotas and northern Iowa.
This is not atypical and will
be a function of any late-win-
ter snowpack or early spring
rain we receive during the re-
mainder of the season.”

Todey added tempera-
tures have run below average
throughout the last month
across the state — up to 12
degrees below average in the
Yankton region — and that
they are expected to stay
below normal throughout the
rest of the spring. 

Drought conditions have
also persisted throughout
northeastern Nebraska as
well as parts of Minnesota
and Iowa, but are expected to
improve in the coming
months. 

El Nino is also expected to
take effect sometime during
the summer or fall this year.

———
For updates on conditions

within the Missouri River
Basin, visit http://www.nwd-
mr.usace.army.mil/rcc/index.
html

You can follow Rob
Nielsen on Twitter at
twitter.com/RobNielsen-
PandD/. Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net/
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art feel for long-term care and
senior care in the state of South
Dakota,” he said. “It creates that
sense of community. The neigh-
borhood itself becomes more

their home, and if they’re going
to have family members visit, it
gives them an additional gather-
ing place to go that’s outside of
their home. I think our commu-
nity will be surely impressed
with the end product once it’s
all said and done.”

Additional therapy space
and six hospice units will also
be part of the project. All resi-
dent rooms are designed to

be private.
The project is expected to

cost between $11-11.5 million.
“We’re hoping to get it out to

bid sometime in the first part of
April and then, hopefully, begin
construction sometime toward
the end of April or first part of
May with probably a 15- to 17-
month timeline for completion,”
he said. 

A date hasn’t been set for

groundbreaking at this time, but
Erickson said he expects it to
occur sometime in late April. He
also did not expect any disrup-
tions to current services at Sis-
ter James during construction.

You can follow Rob Nielsen
on Twitter at twitter.com/Rob-
NielsenPandD/. Discuss this
story at www.yankton.net/

Avera
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However, Dakota Plains has
said they will not proceed with-
out a TID agreement.

It has been proposed that
YAPG would receive the rev-
enue of the TID, which has been
proposed at $5 million. That
money could be used for such
things as road maintenance,
land acquisition costs and rail
construction. In return, YAPG
would be allowed to act as a de-
veloper that would seek out
other businesses interested in
building facilities at the site and
having rail access.

Stephenson said it is esti-
mated that Dakota Plains will
only use 10-15 percent of the
rail’s capacity.

“Dakota Plains is going to
spend $8 million building (the
rail loop),” said John Kramer,
president of YAPG. “They don’t
have to let anybody use that.
That’s an $8 million asset that
they own. We’re not giving them
incentives to build that. What
we’ve asked for is, for $3 1/2 mil-
lion (toward construction of the
loop), we have rights to that
rail.

“They aren’t going to give it
away for free,” he continued.
“Are we giving the company an
incentive? No. We’re buying ac-
cess to that rail.”

That description of the
arrangement didn’t sit well with
everyone.

“At $5 million, it sure looks
like an incentive to me,” Com-
missioner Allen Sinclair said. 

Later in the meeting, he
added, “We started out in this
process saying that the devel-
oper was going to build their
own infrastructure and do that
road (to the grain facility). I
don’t know how it got to the
point that we’re the bad guys
because we’re denying (YAPG)
from turning over $5 million to a
developer. It seems to me we’re
going backwards.”

Sinclair said he couldn’t en-
vision himself voting for a TID.
Commissioner Donna Freng
agreed.

“I want (tax money) to be

used for something besides
Cargill,” she said at one point,
referring to the fact that Dakota
Plains is jointly owned by Cargill
and Agrex.

“(Do you want to see this
project) in Bon Homme
County?” responded Stephen-
son. Dakota Plains has said it
has verbal and written agree-
ments to build in locations that
are not in Yankton County.

“Anywhere,” Freng said.
“We’d like you to look out for

Yankton County,” Stephenson
responded. “That’s why we’re
here.”

“That’s what I’m doing,”
Freng said. “Your job is eco-
nomic development and to push
it. I get that. My job is to watch
the bottom line for the taxpay-
ers of this county. That’s what I
do, and I take it very seriously. 

“This is not going to another
county,” she continued. “When
they first came here before you
guys jumped in, they didn’t say
anything about needing $4 mil-
lion to help build the rail.”

Freng said that one minute
she’s being told how valuable
the Napa junction location
northwest of Yankton is be-
cause it offers access to three
rail lines. The next, she is told
Dakota Plains will go elsewhere
if a TID isn’t approved.

“It doesn’t even make
sense,” Freng stated. “I don’t un-
derstand why, since (YAPG) got
involved, the whole deal
changed and they’re not coming
without it. It doesn’t make
sense. If there are that many
companies waiting to come and
get this rail, I don’t think we
have to give this away.”

Matt Winsand, the general
manager of Dakota Plains, has
said that, even if the company
does not build at the site, it will
retain control of the property to
prevent another grain facility
from being built on it.

Commissioner John Harper
offered up ideas on how he
thought a TID agreement could
be reached.

“I think people on and off the
commission are having a hard
time grasping what control of
that rail is worth,” he said.
“That’s part of what we’re talk-
ing about buying. I wonder if
this TIF district would be a lot
more palatable if the majority of

it bought something physical.”
He proposed that it be put

toward rebuilding the four miles
of 306th Street from the pro-
posed Dakota Plains facility east
to Highway 81.

“If we’re going to create a TIF
district, let’s do it for something
that is good for everybody,”
Harper stated. “Let’s build 306th
Street up to the same standards
we’re building (435th Avenue).”

Commissioner Garry Moore
proposed subtracting $600,000
for land acquisition and
$800,000 for grading from the
proposed TID and leaving it at
$3.6 million for rail construc-
tion.

Ultimately, a 3-2 vote was
taken to refer the TID discus-
sion to the Planning Commis-
sion and for it to come up with a
recommendation for the County
Commission. Commissioners
Freng and Sinclair voted against
the motion.

“I don’t know if we have
given (the Planning Commis-
sion) a clear direction as a
board,” Harper said.

Planning and Zoning Admin-
istrator Patrick Garrity said he
would attempt to get at the
specifics the Planning Commis-
sion will need.

“I have templates (for TIDs)
that will allow us to ask the right
questions to get those an-
swers,” he said.

Despite tenuous support for
the TID on the County Commis-
sion, Winsand said he would
continue to work with the
county.

“Last week was a step for-
ward, and this was a step for-
ward,” he said of the meeting.
“We’re going to take it from
there. We have not been con-
frontational. We want to help
Yankton County grow, plain and
simple. We’re not asking for any-
thing extra. With this TIF and
how it works, it’s going to be
positive for Yankton County. 

“Dakota Plains has a board
meeting March 19, and they’ve
asked that this be a discussion
at the meeting,” Winsand added.
“It will be very clear to them
where the process is at. The
board will know the steps that
are coming next, and that will
give them the opportunity to
say ‘Keep moving forward,’ or,
‘Enough is enough, and let’s

look elsewhere.’ I’m going to
push for us to keep moving for-
ward, because it is a great spot
and we want to develop there.”

Afterwards, Stephenson told
the Press & Dakotan he was dis-
appointed with the outcome of
Tuesday’s meeting.

“Our County Commission
has taken almost no leadership
in working proactively to make
the most of this great opportu-
nity for long-term economic de-
velopment for the Yankton
area,” he said. “Farmers will
benefit, local businesses will
benefit and Yankton County tax-
payers will benefit significantly
over the long term.  

“I appreciate that three com-
missioners did the minimum to
keep the project alive tonight,
but unfortunately each of them
also said they weren’t close to
supporting the plan proposed.
Dakota Plains has said they will
move the project to a neighbor-
ing county if a TIF is not formed.
Commissioner Freng said she’d
prefer they do that! YAPG has
worked hard to meet with the
commissioners to explain how a
TIF can be structured so that
the taxpayers of Yankton
County get significant benefit
and with very little cost to Yank-
ton County. But the commission
has shown little interest in any
significant dialogue to under-
stand all the potential options
for this, and instead blamed
Dakota Plains and YAPG for the
lack of progress in creating de-
tails needed for this to suc-
ceed.”

YAPG has a 35-year history
of fostering economic develop-
ment in Yankton, according to
Stephenson.

“Yet a few of the commis-
sioners treat us like we’re some-
how the county’s enemy,” he
said. “I'm just frustrated that
there’s a lot of people working
hard to try to make the most of
this great opportunity, but the
people that we’ve elected to
lead Yankton County are not.
And the chance of it happening
appears to be quickly fading.”

You can follow Nathan John-
son on Twitter at
twitter.com/AnInlandVoyage.
Discuss this story at www.yank-
ton.net/
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