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KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
— The FBI joined forces with
Malaysian authorities in ana-
lyzing deleted data on a flight
simulator belonging to the
pilot of the missing Malaysia
Airlines plane, while dis-
traught relatives of the pas-
sengers unleashed their anger
Wednesday — wailing in frus-
tration at 12 days of uncer-
tainty.

The anguish of relatives of
the 239 people on Flight 370
boiled over at a briefing near
Kuala Lumpur’s airport. Two
Chinese women who shouted
at Malaysian authorities and
unfurled a banner accusing of-
ficials of “hiding the truth”
were removed from the room.
In a heart-wrenching scene,
one woman screamed in sor-
row as she was dragged away.

“I want you to help me to
find my son! I want to see my
son!” one of the two unidenti-
fied women said. “We have
been here for 10 days.”

Files containing records of
flight simulations were deleted
Feb. 3 from the device found
in the home of the Malaysia
Airlines pilot, Capt. Zaharie
Ahmad Shah, Malaysian police
chief Khalid Abu said.

It was not immediately
clear whether investigators
thought that deleting the files
was unusual. The files might
hold signs of unusual flight
paths that could help explain
where the missing plane went.

Defense Minister Hisham-
muddin Hussein told a news
conference that Zaharie is
considered innocent until
proven guilty. He said mem-
bers of the pilot’s family are
cooperating in the investiga-
tion.

A U.S. official, speaking on
condition of anonymity be-
cause the official was not au-
thorized to discuss the
ongoing investigation by
name, said the FBI has been
given electronic data to ana-
lyze.

U.S. Attorney General Eric

Holder said in Washington
that the FBI was working with
Malaysian authorities.

“At this point, I don’t think
we have any theories,” Holder
said.

Flight 370 disappeared
March 8 on a night flight from
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing.
Malaysian authorities have
not ruled out any possible ex-
planations, but have said the
evidence so far suggests the
flight was deliberately turned
back across Malaysia to the
Strait of Malacca, with its com-
munications systems disabled.
They are unsure what hap-
pened next and why. 

Investigators have identi-
fied two giant arcs of territory
spanning the possible posi-
tions of the plane about 7 1/2
hours after takeoff, based on
its last faint signal to a satel-
lite — an hourly “handshake”
signal that continues even
when communications are
switched off. The arcs stretch
up as far as Kazakhstan in cen-
tral Asia and down deep into
the southern Indian Ocean. 

Police are considering the
possibility of hijacking, sabo-

tage, terrorism or issues re-
lated to the mental health of
the pilots or anyone else on
board, and have asked for
background checks from
abroad on all foreign passen-
gers.

Hishammuddin said such
checks have been received for
all the foreigners except those
from Ukraine and Russia —
which account for three pas-
sengers. “So far, no informa-
tion of significance on any
passengers has been found,”
he said.

The 53-year-old pilot joined
Malaysia Airlines in 1981 and
had more than 18,000 hours of
flight experience. People who
knew Zaharie from his involve-
ment in opposition political
circles in Malaysia and other
areas of his life have de-
scribed him as sociable, hum-
ble, caring and dedicated to
his job.

The crisis has exposed the
lack of a failsafe way of track-
ing modern passenger planes
on which data transmission
systems and transponders —
which make them visible to
civilian radar — have been

severed.  At enormous cost, 26
countries are helping Malaysia
look for the plane.

Relatives of passengers on
the missing airliner — two-
thirds of them from China —
have grown increasingly angry
over the lack of progress in
the search. Planes sweeping
vast expanses of the Indian
Ocean and satellites peering
on Central Asia have turned
up no new clues.

At a hotel near the Kuala
Lumpur airport, one of the
Chinese women who was re-
moved from the room dis-
played a banner that said, in
part, “We are against the
Malaysian government for hid-
ing the truth.” She later ex-
pressed frustration with
officials.

“We launch our demands
every day but to no answer,
and they tell me to come back
the next day,” she said. “No
answer, every day.”

The father of passenger
Pushpanathan Subramaniam
said in an interview that the
wait was “really too much.”

“I don’t know why it is tak-
ing so long for so many people
to find the plane. It’s 12 days,”
said 60-year-old Subarama-
niam Gurusamy from his home
on the outskirts of Kuala
Lumpur. His 34-year-old son,
Pushpanathan, was on the
flight to Beijing for a work trip.

“He’s the one son I have,”
Subaramaniam said.

Hishammuddin said a dele-
gation of Malaysian govern-
ment officials, diplomats, air
force and civil aviation offi-
cials will head to Beijing —
where many of the passen-
gers’ relatives are gathered —
to brief the next of kin on the
status of the search.

Aircraft from Australia, the
U.S. and New Zealand
searched an area stretching
across 305,000 square kilome-
ters (117,000 square miles) of
the Indian Ocean, about 2,600
kilometers (1,600 miles) south-
west of Perth, on Australia’s
west coast. Merchant ships
were also asked to look for
any trace of the plane. 
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NYC Inmate ‘Baked To Death’ In Cell  
NEW YORK (AP) — Jerome Murdough was just looking for

a warm place to sleep on a chilly night last month when he
curled up in an enclosed stairwell on the roof of a Harlem pub-
lic housing project where he was arrested for trespassing.

A week later, the mentally ill homeless man was found
dead in a Rikers Island jail cell that four city officials say had
overheated to at least 100 degrees, apparently because of
malfunctioning equipment.

The officials told The Associated Press that the 56-year-
old former Marine was on anti-psychotic and anti-seizure
medication, which may have made him more vulnerable to
heat. He also apparently did not open a small vent in his cell,
as other inmates did, to let in cool air.

“He basically baked to death,” said one of the officials,
who all spoke on condition of anonymity because they were
not permitted to discuss specifics of the case.

The medical examiner’s office said an autopsy was incon-
clusive and that more tests were needed to determine Mur-
dough’s exact cause of death. But the officials, all with
detailed knowledge of the case, say initial indications from
the autopsy and investigation point to extreme dehydration
or heat stroke.

Toyota Penalty May Be GM’s Fate?
DETROIT (AP) — General Motors, beware.
Wednesday’s announcement that Toyota will pay $1.2

billion to avoid criminal prosecution for hiding information
in a recall case could be a glimpse into your future. It’s also
a warning to anyone selling cars in the U.S.: Although the
federal government’s road-safety watchdog doesn’t have
big fangs, the Justice Department does.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s
maximum fine for hiding information is $35 million, a pit-
tance to automakers. But the Justice Department can reach
deeper into your wallet and hurt your reputation with
damning public statements.

Shortly after the announcement, Attorney General Eric
Holder issued an apparent warning to GM and other au-
tomakers, saying the Toyota deal was “not necessarily the
only time we will use this approach.”

General Motors Co., which is facing a federal criminal
probe over delays in recalling small cars with a deadly igni-
tion switch problem, has many parallels to the Toyota
case. 

Ex-Dem Chairman Robert Strauss Dies
WASHINGTON (AP) — Robert Strauss, a former chair-

man of the Democratic Party and an ambassador to the So-
viet Union, has died.

Strauss’ law firm confirmed his death Wednesday at age
95.

Strauss was born in Texas in 1918 and graduated from
the University of Texas law school. He was an FBI special
agent and later co-founded the law firm known today as
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld.

A longtime political powerbroker, Strauss was chairman
of the Democratic National Committee from 1973 to 1976.
He also guided the presidential campaigns of Jimmy Carter.
During the Carter administration, he served as the nation’s
trade representative and as a representative to Middle East
peace negotiations.

Strauss was ambassador to the Soviet Union and then
the Russian Federation during the George H.W. Bush ad-
ministration.
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