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Yankton Students Witness State Legislature First-hand As Legislative Pages 

 

BY 
JACLYN ARENS       Local students have the excit-

ing opportunity to witness the leg-

islative process first hand in Pierre. 

Three Yankton High School sen-

iors have been selected as legisla-

tive pages for the 2015 State Con-

gress sessions. The students are 

Johanna Lippert, Tristan Roy, and 

Adam Walter.    Lippert attended a two week ses-

sion from February 8 th
 to February 

20th. Roy and Walter will be in 

Pierre March 9th
 through March 

13th
. Lippert and Roy have the op-

portunity to shadow Jean Hunhoff, 

and Walter will be shadowing 
Mike Stevens.    Johanna Lippert has a great story 

for why she applied to be a page. 

She says, “When I was in 5th
 grade, 

I went to the capital with my 
grandma and my mom. When I 

was there I saw the high schoolers 

running around, and I knew that I 

wanted to do that. I also met Jean 

when I was there and at Girl’s 
State this past summer.” Lippert 

also says that she has been interest-

ed in government her entire life.  

   Adam Walter applied for this 

experience in order to gain a better 

understanding of how our state 

government works. He also wants 

to learn how the local and state 

governments intertwine. Walter is 

looking forward to this experience 

because he will be at the last ses-

sion. He says, “I heard that the 

legislators usually debate state 

funding and teacher pay at the last 

session.” 
   Tristan Roy wanted to be a page 

because she is also very interested 

in the government. She says, “It 

will be a great opportunity to see 

first hand how the government 

runs.” 
   According to Lippert, the duties 

of a page are numerous. In the 

mornings she attended to commit-

tee members or did clerical work in 

the capital post office. In the after-

noons, she attended committees 

and acted as a messenger for the 

legislators. In general she says, 

“We had a pretty similar schedule 

each day, but different committees 

met on different days.” 
   Johanna says her favorite events 

were the afternoon sessions be-

cause they featured lively debate. 

She explains, “At the afternoon 

sessions I would run and get vote 

sheets. It was interesting, because 

sometimes I would know stuff be-

fore the legislators.”    This unique experience is some-

thing that will help the pages with 

their futures. Lippert comments 

that, “I was able to observe people 

who are so eloquent and stand up 

for what they believe in, and I plan 

to try and incorporate what I ob-

served in my life.”     The legislators proved to be great 

role models for the students, Lip-

pert says, “I admired seeing how 

legislators with very different 
backgrounds and opinions could 

work together so respectfully. Even 

if they disagreed, they would still 

eat lunch together.”  

   In particular, Lippert admired 

Jean Hunhoff, who was her spon-

sor and Lynne Disanto from Rapid 

City. According to Lippert, Disanto 

raised many women’s and human’s 

rights issues.    Three YHS seniors have a phe-

nomenal opportunity to witness 

first-hand the legislative branch of 

our state government. Lippert was 

grateful for the opportunity to 
serve as a page, and Walter and 

Roy are looking forward to their 

experiences.  

 
 
 

 

BY  
ZACH 
LATTEA     Put on your learning 

pants, kiddos—it’s time to 
discuss the Internet. Yes, 
the Internet, that won-drous and vast collection 

of infinite information. 
Isn’t it nice to be able to 
access anything you’ve 
ever had a question about?  
   Commonly searched  
bits of quizzical infor-mation include whether or 

not it’s legal for a man in 
Scotland to marry his wid-
ow’s sister, the reason that 
the sky is blue, and why 
daylight savings time ex-
ists. Truly, the Internet is 
an amazing resource, and 
one that should be kept as 
accessible as possible. 
   Censorship, though sometimes a necessary 

evil, should be avoided. If 
necessary information is 
blocked by governmental 
or corporate entities, eve-
ryone is harmed. Censor-
ship destroys progress and 
free will, and, in many 
cases, advances the agen-
da of the few in exchange 
for serious harms to most 
of society.     Up until Thursday, Feb-

ruary 26, 2015, the flow 
of knowledge wasn’t as 
free as would be expected.  
   Service providers in the 
United States acted as 
gatekeepers of infor-mation transmission, able 

to change the speed of a 
person’s connection at 
will; in other words, the 
Internet was controlled by 
a few large corporations 
with profit-based interests. 
   A company controlling 
communication like this 
has many harms—those 
who appealed to the inte
est of th

Y’s Words On  
Net Neutrality 

 
 

BY 
LESLIE ALA

Lattea and Bergeson Chosen As Presidential Scholars

National Honor Society Holds 
Annual Induction Ceremony 

COURTESY PHOTOS  
 

ABOVE (L to R): Johanna Lippert, 

Adam Walter, and Tristan Roy were 

chosen as Legislative Pages for the 

2015 South Dakota Legislative 

session.  
 

 

 

 

 

RIGHT (L to R): Johanna Lippert is 

shown with representative Jean 

Hunhoff during Lippertt’s recent trip 

to Pierre as a Legislative Page.  
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BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

LINCOLN, Neb. — The Nebraska Legislature
is considering a bill this week that would give
state lawmakers — rather than citizens — the
power to authorize and regulate any form of
gambling in the state.

The proposed constitutional amendment,
Legislative Resolution 10CA, would shift the de-
cisions away from voters, who currently must
amend the state constitution to approve any

new form of gaming. If state senators approve
LR 10CA this session, it would be placed on the
2016 ballot for voters to decide.

“It’s scheduled to come up for a vote on the
floor on Monday (today), but it could be de-
layed until Tuesday,” said Pat Loontjer, execu-
tive director of Gambling With The Good Life, in
an interview with the Press & Dakotan.

Loontjer said her organization, which op-
poses expanded gaming, will lobby hard to pre-
vent the bill from making it out of the
Legislature.

“It’s a very bad bill for Nebraska, and we in-
tend to fight it with all that we have,” she said.

District 40 Sen. Tyson Larson of O’Neill —
whose constituency includes Rock Holt, Boyd,
Knox, Cedar and Dixon counties — chairs the
General Affairs Committee which voted 5-3 to
send LR 10CA to the floor. Larson was among
the five senators voting in favor of the measure.

The Press & Dakotan emailed a request last
week to Larson, seeking his comments on LR

BY BOB MERCER
State Capitol Bureau

PIERRE — A state Senate
committee holds a hearing
Tuesday on changes that would
apply throughout South Dakota
for local planning and zoning
decisions on conditional-use
permits.

The legislation, HB 1201,
won approval last week in the
state House of Representatives.
The key change would reduce
the threshold for conditional-
use decisions.

It would be allowed to be-
come a majority of board mem-
bers present.

The root of the fight is about
the relative ease or difficulty for
more large agricultural produc-
tion facilities to be built.

“We need new and fresh
ideas in South Dakota,” Rep.
Burt Tulson, R-Lake Norden,
said during the 20-minute de-
bate Wednesday in the House.
“Let’s use our natural resources
here in the state, not ship it
out.”

Supporters of the changes
include the South Dakota asso-
ciations representing cattlemen,
cooperatives and dairymen, as
well as the county commission
and municipal government
groups, and the state Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

The lead opponent has been
the Dakota Rural Action organi-
zation.

Rep. Mark Mickelson, R-
Sioux Falls, is the bill’s prime

BY JAMES NORD
Associated Press

PIERRE — South Dakota law-
makers plan to consider meas-
ures on municipal sales taxes,
insurance coverage for Autism
Spectrum Disorder therapy and
athletics policy for transgender
students. Here’s a look at some
of the proposals they’ll take up
this week in Pierre:

TAX
A measure to allow munici-

palities to collect up to an addi-
tional 1 percent
sales tax for cap-
ital expenditures
is expected to
be heard in the
House State Af-
fairs Committee
on Friday. House
Majority Leader
Brian Gosch
said it would
allow municipalities to raise sig-
nificant revenue if passed.

Gosch said he wants to ex-
amine whether the hike is nec-
essary before approving a tax
increase.

AUTISM
The House State Affairs Com-

mittee on Wednesday is ex-
pected to take up a measure
that would help ensure insur-
ance coverage for a type of
Autism Spectrum Disorder ther-
apy called applied behavior
analysis. A similar measure
failed last session, and legisla-
tors instead opted to commis-
sion a study on the issue.

Rep. Scott Munsterman, who
is pushing the plan in the House,
has said the legislative climate

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

Allie Thiesse was looking for a volunteer project
she could really sink her teeth into.

“I walked around (Yankton High School) dressed
as a vampire to help create awareness and support
for the blood drive being hosted at our school,” she
said. “We wanted to get more people to sign up to
donate blood.”

Clearly, Thiesse was willing to do what it takes to
benefit others.

When she applied for a national scholarship, the
application required the completion of 250 hours of
community service. No problem — the YHS senior
had completed more than 500 hours.

Her work has ranged from helping young people
with cancer to serving a Puerto Rico mission. She
has done it all while maintaining a 3.8 grade point av-
erage, including Advanced Placement courses, and a

full range of school and church activities.
She wasn’t paid for her volunteerism, but she has

now been rewarded.
Thiesse has been selected as the first of three

young people from around the nation to receive this
year’s $1,000 college scholarship from the Hugh
O’Brian Youth (HOBY) Leadership program. She had
attended HOBY’s South Dakota State Leadership
Seminar in 2013.

“I am ecstatic to receive this scholarship as
HOBY has had an unbelievable impact on my life,”
she said. “I am extremely grateful to be blessed with
this opportunity.”

After graduating from YHS this spring, she plans
to attend the University of Sioux Falls and pursue a
double major in elementary education and special
education, with minors in business and Spanish with
an emphasis on non-profit organizations.

BY BOB MERCER
State Capitol Bureau

FORT PIERRE — Pam Roberts of
Pierre officially became the new
chairwoman for the South Dakota
Republican Party on Saturday.

She follows Craig Lawrence,
who was chairman for the past two
years. Republicans swept every
statewide elected office in 2014 for
the first time 50 years.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard invited
Roberts to consider the post as
Lawrence, a long-time principal at
a Sioux Falls marketing company,
planned to return to semi-retire-
ment.

Roberts herself retired in Octo-
ber 2013, after a decade in her lat-
est role as state secretary of labor
in the Rounds and Daugaard ad-
ministrations.

She now describes herself as

“active Nana, family gofer and Cen-
tury farm/ranch wife” on her Face-
book page.

Her unanimous selection Satur-
day puts women in the top seats
for both of South Dakota’s major
political parties.

Democrats chose Ann Tornberg
of Beresford, a former teacher and
unsuccessful candidate for the

SD Bill
May Make

Permits
Easier

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
Hailee Privett of Yankton Figure Skating (YFS) puts the finishing touches on her performance as Tinker Bell from “Peter
Pan” during YFS’s year-end performance Sunday at the Pine Acres 4-H Kiwanis Ice Arena in Yankton. The skaters pre-
sented the program “If You Can DREAM It, You Can Do It,” performing two shows during the weekend. Other perform-
ances touched on Disney films ranging from “Cinderella,” “Pinocchio” and “The Lion King” to “Frozen,” “Pirates of the
Caribbean” and “Enchanted.” To see more photos from this event, visit www.yankton.net/.
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Yankton High School senior Allie Thiesse
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