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Five Lancer Women Earn All-GPAC Recognition
BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK
james.cimburek@yankton.net

Five members of the
Mount Marty College
women’s basketball team
and one member of the
MMC men’s team were rec-
ognized by the Great
Plains Athletic Conference,
which announced its all-
GPAC basketball teams on
Wednesday.

Senior April Winne and
junior Alex Kneeland were
each selected to the sec-
ond team for the Lancer
women. Senior Holly
Hegge and juniors Raquel
Sutera and Cassidy Geb-
hart earned honorable
mention selections.

“It’s impressive. We’re
happy about that,” said
Mount Marty women’s bas-
ketball coach Tom Schlim-
gen. “We had two
second-teamers and three
honorable mentions, so we
had some votes at all
spots.”

Senior guard Bud Smith
earned honorable mention
recognition on the men’s
side.

Winne averaged 12.1
points per game and
recorded 102 assists. Her
130 made free throws were
more than double that of
her next closest teammate.
She went over 1,000 career
points in the final game of
the regular season.

“This is a nice award
for her,” Schlimgen said of
Winne, who sat out the
2013-14 season due to in-
jury. “She brings a lot of
toughness to the floor. She
will be somebody we
miss.”

Kneeland led MMC of-
fensively, averaging 16
points per game and hit-
ting a team-best 87 three-
pointers for a Lancer
squad that drained a
school-record 299 from
outside on the season. She
also had 52 assists to rank
third on the team in that
category.

“Alex is a really good
offensive player,” Schlim-
gen said. “She continues to
get better on the defensive
end.”

Hegge averaged 9.6
points and 5.7 rebounds

per game. She led the team
with 20 blocked shots and
52 steals.

“Holly was a nice four-
year player and an excel-
lent defender who scored
when we needed her to,”
Schlimgen said. “She could
defend a post or a perime-
ter player.”

Sutera averaged 10.1
points and 7.4 rebounds
per game. Her 40 steals
ranked second on the
team.

“Raquel has had three
really good years,” Schlim-
gen said of Sutera, who
has 810 career points and
502 career rebounds. “She
was great down the
stretch. She’s a tough kid
with high energy.

“We’re glad to have her
back for another year.”

Gebhart averaged just
4.4 points per game, but
she led the team with 104
assists.

“She’s someone our
kids love to play with.
She’s a pass-first player,
but she has the ability to

Basketball: Smith Honored For MMC Men

Area Teams Headed To State
Crofton Girls Look To Cap Unbeaten Season With Fourth Straight Title

BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK
james.cimburek@yankton.net

PONCA, Neb. — The
Ponca Indians did not
come into the 2014-15
season with a lot of
height or experience, but
the squad “found a way”
to have an 18-6 record
and earn a wild card
berth into the Nebraska
State Class C2 Girls’ Bas-
ketball Tournament.

Head coach Brady
Starkweather was opti-
mistic but unsure of what
to expect as he watched
his girls play during the
summer.

“I knew we would be
good, but it’s hard to tell
in the summer where you
will be at,” he said.
“They’ve gotten so much
better throughout the
season.”

While the Indians
boast just two seniors,
those two have led the
way. Guard Kianna Kram-
per is the only Ponca
player averaging in dou-
ble figures, at 18.6 points
per contest. She also has
44 assists and 35 steals
on the season.

Forward Hannah Al-
brecht ranks second in
scoring (9.8 ppg) and re-
bounding (4.7 rpg), and
leads the team in assists
(52), steals (77) and
blocked shots (40).

“Kianna can get to the
hoop. It’s not that she
blows by people, she just
creates opportunities,”
Starkweather said. “Han-
nah has run the one
through five (all five posi-
tions) for us. She’s a great
vocal leader.”

Junior MacKenzie
Boyle (4.4 ppg, 2.7 rpg, 34
assists, 40 steals), sopho-
mores Elizabeth
Watchorn (4.8 ppg, 3.3
rpg, 29 assists, 52 steals),
Rachel Bentz (3.2 ppg, 3.1
rpg, 37 steals) and Abigail
VanDyke (5.6 ppg, 5.8 rpg,
20 steals, 22 blocks) and
freshman Emma Kneifl
(2.2 ppg, 1.5 rpg, 16 as-
sists, 26 steals) have all
been key contributors for
a defense that has held
opponents to just under
45 points per game.

C2: Seniors
Lead Ponca
To Tourney

P&D FILE PHOTO
The Crofton bench celebrates a made three-pointer by the Warriors during their girls' basketball game against Sioux Falls Washington
in the Sanford Pentagon Classic in December. Crofton, the three-time defending Class C2 champions, will go for a fourth straight crown
when it takes the court in the Nebraska State Tournament, which begins today (Thursday) in Lincoln.

BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

CROFTON, Neb. — Quinn
Wragge, Maria Wortmann and
Allison Arens have all been
front and center for the
Crofton girls’ basketball team
during its run of three con-
secutive state titles.

Now the three seniors are
looking for one more.

Top-seeded Crofton (26-0),
which has won 50 games in a
row, begins that quest today
(Thursday) against Ponca in
the Class C2 first round at the
Nebraska State Girls’ Basket-
ball Tournament in Lincoln.

“There are so many lasts
this year,” said Wragge, who
transferred to Crofton before
her sophomore year. “I can’t
wrap my brain around it, that
it’s my last time to play for
this team.”

The Lady Warriors, who
have won 84 of their last 85
games, are also looking for
their seventh state title in 11
years — though it’s only the
last three that the three sen-
iors can relate to.

And so, the players are
understandably anxious to
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Lady Blue Devils Continue Drive For Five In D2

P&D FILE PHOTO
Wynot's Cortney Arkfeld defends Wakefield's Savannah Nelson during their opening round game in the
Lewis & Clark Conference girls' basketball tournament. Wynot will be gunning for a fifth straight Class
D2 championship when the Nebraska State Tournament begins today (Thursday) in Lincoln.

BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

WYNOT, Neb. — Despite
winning 20 games and quali-
fying for state for a sixth con-
secutive year, the Wynot High
School girls’ basketball team
was, about a month ago, still
waiting for everything to
click.

“I knew we had another
level in us, but I didn’t know
if we could get them to that
level,” head coach Steve
Wieseler said.

“It happens every year.
You want to play even better
than you are.”

Eventually, it all came to-
gether for the Blue Devils (20-
5).

Wynot, the No. 2 seed in
Class D2, will open their pur-
suit of a fifth straight state
title tonight (Thursday)
against Hampton at the Ne-
braska State Tournament in
Lincoln.

Since a 29-point output in
a loss Jan. 22 to Guardian An-
gels Central Catholic, the
Blue Devils (20-5) won eight
of their next nine games to
reach the state tournament.

“We’ve been working more
as a team, more for each
other,” sophomore Cortney
Arkfeld said. “It always hap-
pens every year, toward the
end, we get better.”

And it’s been the same
story for five years.

Wynot, with a 145-21
record since 2009, has
reached the state champi-
onship game in five consecu-
tive years, winning the last
four.

“We know that more peo-
ple will be after us, especially
this year,” Arkfeld said.
“They’ll want to beat us. 

“It’ll be a battle, but we’re
ready for it.”

With the full-court, pres-
sure defensive style Wynot
uses, it’s always proven to be
effective at the state tourna-
ment. And even that area has
improved of late, Wieseler
said.

“We’re playing with a little
more passion and heart; play-
ing together a little better,”
he said. “We were treading
water there for a while, but
we’re definitely playing as
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P&D FILE PHOTO
Mount Marty senior guard April Winne was named
second-team all-GPAC on Wednesday.

P&D FILE PHOTO
Mount Marty junior guard Alex Kneeland was named sec-
ond-team all-GPAC on Wednesday.ALL-GPAC | PAGE 8 

Nebraska QB Told To Be Ready For More Passing, Less Running
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Tommy

Armstrong Jr. remains Nebraska’s
No. 1 quarterback heading into
coach Mike Riley’s first spring prac-
tice with the Cornhuskers.

Besides that, the offense is going
to look much different as Riley and
coordinator Danny Langsdorf begin
installing a pro-style system.

Armstrong, who’ll be a junior
this fall, got that message in his ini-
tial meeting with Langsdorf.

“First thing he told me,” Arm-
strong said Wednesday, “was that
I’m not going to be a running back.”

Designed quarterback runs,

zone-read keepers and times he fled
when protection broke down ac-
counted for most of Armstrong’s
145 rushing attempts out of last
year’s multiple offense. In Riley’s of-
fense at Oregon State, Sean Man-
nion had 48 rushing attempts last
year, with all but a few of those the
result of sacks.

Riley said Armstrong’s skill set
lends itself to having some quarter-
back run game at his disposal, and
the coach is excited about the pos-
sibilities. But it won’t be nearly as
prevalent as it was in the past at Ne-
braska.

“He wants me to sit in the
pocket, deliver the ball when I can
and make smart decisions,” Arm-
strong said of Langsdorf. “That’s
what we’ve been working on.”

Riley said he would divide the
team into two groups for spring
practices so he and his assistants
can familiarize themselves with and
better evaluate the players. The
coaches will conduct two separate
practices each day, with about 60
players on Team Red and 60 on
Team White. There will be a special-
teams session for all players in be-
tween the two main practices.

“I just think it’s best for the play-
ers to have an opportunity to get
coached and get some repetitions,”
Riley said. “I didn’t want to have a
team period where 22 guys were
competing and 100 guys were
watching.”

The Huskers will practice 15
times, with the final one being the
annual Red-White Game on April 11.

The offense was given the play-
book about 10 days ago. Armstrong
said it’s his understanding he’ll take
half the snaps from under center
and half out of shotgun. Another
change, Armstrong said, is that the

offense will huddle after most plays.
Armstrong, who played in a pro-

style offense his sophomore and
junior years of high school, said
polishing his footwork would be an
emphasis.

“That was the key to all my
things I made mistakes on,” he said.
“My upper body and my lower body
weren’t in the right rhythm. One
time my footwork may be really
fast, but my upper body is slow. So
that’s kind of when the accuracy
level of my balls went down.”
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